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Millions Winds from Siberia put Britain into deep freeze 
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Rates drop to 6.25% 
in battle for customers 


nic cicum 

Millions of bouse buyers are set 
to benefit from the cheapest 
home-loan deals since the 1960s 
as the escalating price war be- 
tween lenders led Bradford & 
Bingley yesterday to cut mort- 
gage rates to a record low of 
6 25 per cent. 

Its move placed the two 
biggest lenders, Halifax and 
Abbey National, under intense 
pressure to reduce their mort- 
gages rates even further. 

Tbeir resolve will be tested by 
other large and mid-ranking 
building societies in the next few 
weeks. Several confirmed yes- 
terday they are preparing to give 
“loyalty” bonuses to members. 

One building society chief, 
who refused to be named, said: 
“We will force them to the 
point where they have to say 


lowest standard rale anywhere 
in the country." 

The bonus packages on offer 
from societies, including r 
ductions in loan costs and nik 
in savings rates, are part of so- 
cieties’ defence against de-mu- 
tualisation or takeovers. 

David Charlton, assistant 
general manager at Skipton 
Building Society, which led the 
market with a reduction for its 
60,000 borrowers in December, 
said: “We are preparing a pack- 
age of measures and it is almost 
certain that we will be cutting 
mortgages even further. We 
have said for some time that we 
believed there must be a nar- 
rowing of the margin between 
savings and mortgage rates. 

Bradford & Bingley led the 
pack last week by cutting rates 
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Geoffrey Lister: ‘Lowest 
standard rate anywhere* 

whose side they are on. Are they 
into making profits for their ex- 
isting and future shareholders, 
or wul they defend the interest 
of their members?" 

Both lenders, with 32 million 
borrowers between them, said 
that after spearheading sever- 
al price cuts in the past few 
months they had no intention 
of following suit this time. 

A Halifax spokeswoman said: 
“We haw no plans to cut our 
rates. Having said that, we 
would want to remain compet- 
itive with the market-place." 

Bradford & Bingley’s move 
yesterday followed an earlier 
rate cut to 6.49 per cent by Di- 
rect Line, the telephone-based 
finan cial services company. 

The society’s response lowers 
the cost of a typical £50,000 in- 
terest-only mortgage to £237 a 
month from March, when the 
reductions lake cffecL Direct 
Line's mongage will cost £246 
a month from mid-February. 

Geoffrey Lister, the society's 
chief executive, said: “We be- 
lieve the new rate for our 
‘phone-alone’ mortgage is the 


or its 600.000 branch network 
borrowers to 7.24 per cent. 
Yesterday's cut is on offer to 
borrowers who book a mortgage 
through the society's telephone 
service. 

Nationwide, the second 
largest society, said it too would 
be offering a' bonus package to 
its 8 million members within 
weeks. Britannia, another top-10 
society, will do so in the spring. 

A spokesman at Bristol & 
West said: “Until recently, we 
had considered that defending 
mutuality lay in providing com- 
petitive pricing both in savings 
and mortgages. We are now 
considering the issue of loyal- 
ty bonuses and wDl make an an- 
nouncement as soon as 
appropriate” 

Birmingham Midshires said 
it was also considering a simi- 
lar package for its 750,000 in- 
vestors and 160.000 borrowers 
although a spokesman was un- 
able to say when a decision 
might be reached. 

But Ken Culley, chief exec- 
utive at Pbrtman Building So- 
ciety, argued: “Our defence of 
mutuality means we try to bal- 
ance the interests of both savers 
and borrowers. It is a matter of 
concern to me that the effects 
of mortgage rate reductions 
are always felt by savers. Wc be- 
lieve that borrowers have had 
a good deal and want to defend 
our savers, who are seven times 
as numerous.” 

The initiative by Direct Line 
and Bradford & Bingley adds a 
new dimension to the price 
war. Their undercutting of tra- 
ditional lenders is the result of 
telephone-based operations do- 
ing away with costly overheads, 
including branch networks. 

Although still relatively small, 
telephone lenders are grabbing 
an increasingly large shce of the 
market Direct Line, which has 
been offering mortgages for 
less than a year, has already lent 
about £2 10m. 


Extreme weather conditions caused one death and hun- 
dreds of accidents yesterday, as Siberian winds re- 
turned to Britain, plunging temperatures to 
nearly 20 degrees below zero, with worse to come. A 


26-year-old woman was killed when a car skidded on 
ice at Pyecombe, near Haywards Heath in West Sus- 
sex. The worst affected areas woe in sooth Wkles, where 
temperatures dived to minus 17Cwitb the wind-chill 


factor. North-east England, Humberside, Merseyside 
and southern Scotland all had snow, which combined 
with freezing winds on Thursday night to cause 
electricity blackouts. Report and forecast, page 2 


Kevin Maxwell faces 
second fraud trial 
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JOHN WJLLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Kevin Maxwell's legal battle to 
dear his name is set to drag on 
for another 18 months or longer 
after the Serious Fraud Office 
yesterday sensationally declared 
it was prosecuting him on fur- 
ther charges of fraud, despite his 
acquittal on similar charges a 
week ago. 

Mr Maxwell accused the 
Government of interference in 
seeking another trial, which 
prompted a denial from the At- 
torney General, who has ulti- 
mate responsibility for the SFO. 

His counsel said this would 
mean another trial starting in 
February 1997, and lasting even 
longer than the eight month tri- 
al which ended last week at a 
cost of £24m to the taxpayer. 

Alun Jones QC bitterly at- 
tacked the decision as “nothing 
less than an outrage". It would 
mean Mr MaxweD had been 
under the strain of having to 
defend himself for five-and-a- 
half years. 

The derision sparked disbe- 
lief from observers, who had as- 
sumed the SFO would abandon 
any further action at yesterday's 
hearing. The SFO was heavily 
criticise over its handling of the 
first trial in which Kevin and Ian 
Maxwell and former MaxweD 
aide Larry Trachtenberg were 
all acquitted of conspiracy to 
defraud MaxweD pension hinds. 



Kevin Maxwell: ‘I am the 
victim of a political decision’ 

Following yesterday’s deri- 
sion, Kevin, Mr Trachtenberg 
and former treasurer Albert 
FuDer face charges of conspir- 
acy to defraud. The charges re- 
late to shares in Berlitz held by 
the Maxwell business empire, 
which it is alleged were pledged 
to a number of different banks 
as collateral for loans. As a 
result the banks lost over 
£100m. it is aUeged. 

Former Mirror Group fi- 
nance director Michael Stoney 
is also to face trial, on two 
charges of false accounting. All 
charges against Kevin's elder 
brother, Ian, were dropped. 

The SFO claimed yesterday 


in a heated hearing that a sec- 
ond trial could start this Octo- 
ber and would be shorter than 
the first. 

Kevin, visibly shaken by the 
SFO's unexpected decision, 
told reporters after the Old Bai- 
ley hearing of his “immense 
disappointment". 

“I believe that I am the vic- 
tim of a political decision tak- 
en by politicians in the run up 
to a genera] election. I don’t be- 
lieve the interests of justice 
will be served by a second tri- 
al. I take a lot of courage from 
the jury’s verdict," he said. 

“1 came out of court protest- 
ing my innocence and will fight 
these new challenges with the 
same vigour, determination and 
absolute confidence that I will 
be proven innocent if these 
charges ever come to court.” 

The Attorney General then 
issued a statement: “The law of- 
ficers completely refute the 
suggestion by Kevin Maxwell 
that the decision of the Serious 
Fraud Office to proceed with 
certain outstanding charges on 
the indictment was the result of 
political influence. 

“The decision was taken by 
the director of the SFO after 
taking advice from leading and 
junior counsel in the case. 

“As the SFO made clear in its 
announcement this morning, 
the law officers were also con- 
sulted. This is normal in cases 
of great public importance in 


view of their statutory respon- 
sibihty for the work of the SFO. 
They supported the director’s 
decision." 

Kevin’s defence counsel suc- 
cessfully applied for a further 
hearing to decide whether a sec- 
ond trial would be an “abuse of 
process” or should be allowed 
to go ahead. 

Yesterdays controversial 
decision by the SFO was taken 
just half an hour before the 
hearing, according to the SFO’s 
counsel Richard Lissack. 

Mr Jones told the court that 
the continued prosecution was 
oppressive and the defence 
would be seeking to have it 
dropped on the grounds of 
abuse of process. 

The SFO also decided not to 
go ahead against former 
Maxwell accountant Robert 
Bunn - who was dropped from 
the original trial after develop- 
ing heart problems - because of 
his continuing Qi health, Mr Lis- 
sack said. 

The DTI inspectors’ report 
on the flotation of the Mirror 
Group in April 1991 may also 
be delayed by another trial. 
Lord Justice Phillips said be had 
written to the DTL who replied 
that they were ready to start 
sending out parts of the Mirror 
Group report for comment to 
people named in it. This would 
have to wait until after the 
abuse bearing, he said. 

Drama in court, page 4 
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Cost-cutUre quashed 

The Government’s attempt to 
redraw the boundaries of two 
estuaries and save £100m in 
sewage clean -up costs was 
quashed. Page 6 

Adams accuses Nfcgor 

The Sinn Fein president, Ger- 
ry Adams, has accused the 
Prime Minister of putting his 
hold on political power before 
peace. Page 2 

‘Outcast’ husband 

A woman whose husband is the 
first man in Britain to be os- 
tracised tty the Jewish commu- 
nity, said she was helping other 
Jewish women. Page 3 


Prisoners are paid £5,000 for riot ‘trauma’ 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Seven former inmates of 
Strangeways prison, in Man- 
chester, have been paid about 
£5,000 each by the Home Of- 
fice for the trauma they said 
they suffered during the riots in 
in the jail in 1990. 

The decision to compensate 
the offenders in pui-of-couit set- 
tlements drew an 3ngiy reaction 
from MPs who warned the 
move could open the flood 
gates to scores of similar claims. 
A victims’ organisation said it 
was “justice back to front". 


An eighth former Strange- 
ways prisoner is having his 
cl aim considered, while a prison 

officer has been paid an undis- 
closed sum following the mass 
disturbances at the jaiL 

In what are believed to be the 
first cases of this kind, the in- 
mates - all since released - said 
they underwent personality 
changes because of the riots. 

The Home Office said set- 
tlements were made because of 
the huge cost to the taxpayers 
if the cases had come to trial 
A Prison Service spokesnan 
said it was a decision of the 
Prison Board, but that Michael 


Howard, the Home Secretary, 
would have been informed. 

The former inmates said they 
suffered post-traumatic stress 
disorder from the violent scenes 
in the jaiL Terence Jeggo, 27, of 
Manchester, who was given 
£4,500, said the Prison Service 
breached their duty of care. 

Mr Jeggo was involved in ah 
unsuccessful attempt to rescue 
two prisoners from a burning 
cell during the rioL He said he 
suffered post-traumatic stress 
disorder from a belief he had 
left them to die. Mr Jeggo, who 
served two years for wounding, 
said yesterday: “My personali- 


ty changed totally. My mother 
said before I went into Strange- 
ways I was a human being and 
when I came out I wasn’t.” 

Dawn Bronuley, of Justice 
For Victims, responded: “What 
about the stress and pain caused 
to the victims and families of vic- 
tims by their actions? Justice has 
got everything back-to-fronl." 

Richard Tilt, the Prison Ser- 
vice acting director-general, 
said: “In seven cases we have 
concluded that it would be rea- 
sonable to make ex gratia pay- 
ment." 

Sir Ivan Lawrence, chair- 
man of the Commons Home 


Affairs Select Committee, crit- 
icised the move as “absurd”. 

But Stephen Shaw, director 
of the Prison Reform Trust, said 
the prison authorities had a duty 
of care. “Where that is not 
forthcoming, inmates have the 
same right to seek redress or 
compensation as any other 
member of the public." 
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Ulster crisis 
deepens as 
Sinn Fein 
rejects poll 


ALAN MURDOCH, 

PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
and DAVID McKITTRICK 

The crisis over the Northern Ire- 
land peace process deepened 
yesterday as Sinn Fein's presi- 
dent Geny Adams delivered a 
point-blank rejection of an 
elected body and accused John 
Major of putting his bold on 
political power before peace. 

The disagreement between 
London and Dublin meanwhile 
reached boiling point as the 
Taoiseach. John Bruton, insist- 
ed London could not evade its 
commitment to starting all-par- 
ty talks on Northern Ireland by 
the end of next month. 

Speaking after a pre- 
arranged meeting with Maijorie 
Mowlam. Labours Northern 
Ireland spokeswoman. Mr 
Adams claimed Mr Major had 
“binned" the Mitchell report 
and that by opting for a Union- 
ist agenda' of elections he was 
replacing the pre-condition of 
decommissioning before all- 
party talks with yet another 
pre-condition. 

“We are totally opposed to 
the notion of any election; that 
is our position," Mr Adams 
said. “Our opposition is im- 
placable and absolute.” 

In what has become the most 
acrimonious rift between the 
two governments since he came 
to office at the end of 1994, Mr 
Bruton made clear Dublin was 
not prepared to accept any di- 
lution try London of its under- 
takings given two months ago to 
operate the twin-track process 
to enable an early start to all- 
party dialogue. 

Gearly angry and exasper- 
ated at what he considers a per- 
sonal betrayal by Mr Major. Mr 
Bruton said: “The fact of the 
matter is we are committed to 
all-party talks by the end of Feb- 
ruary." 

Mr Bruton also issued a new 
call to the Ulster Unionist Par- 
ty to end the impasse by open- 
ing a face-to-face dialogue with 
Sinn Fein. He accepted some 
might want more elaboration 
from Sinn Fein in demonstrat- 
ing their commitment to the six 


principles outlined in tbe 
Mitchell report. 

“What 1 would suggest is 
that if a party has doubts let 
them talk to them. I can see no 
reason wfaat after 16 months of 
peace why Unionists cannot 
send a delegation to see to 
Sinn Fein and ask them to 
demonstrate, point by point, 
how they intend to show to 
Unionists that they accept each 
one of these six principles,” he 
said. 

The opposition to the elec- 
tion from Sinn Fein, the Irish 
government and John Hume's 
SDLP forms, in theory at least, 
a united nationalist front. But 
although (he opposition to an 
election is strong across the 
spectrum of nationalism, no 
element has limited its options 
by committing itself to any ac- 
tion such as a boycott Instead, 
a series of meetings is planned 
at which Mi Hume and Irish 
ministers will attempt to change 
the British government’s mind. 

One republican leader said 
yesterday that Sinn Fein had yet 
to decide its tactical approach. 
The party has however given 
strong indications that it would 
be prepared to subscribe to 
the six principles of non-vio- 
lence set out In this week's 
report by the former US Sena- 
tor George Mitchell. 

These included an absolute 
commitment to peaceful means 
and a commitment to eventual 
verifiable total disarmament 
Senator Mitchell had suggest- 
ed that talks could start on the 
basis of these principles, but in 
the event his recommendation 
was quickly superseded by Mr 
Major's announcement of his 
election proposal. 

Mr Adams said an election 
was a distraction and an un- 
necessary pre-condition for 
talks. He added: “Mr Major has 
taken the whole process off at 
a tangent. He has opted for a 
Unionist agenda and has real- 
ly made it very difficult for all 
of those who are genuinely in- 
terested in peace to actually 
move forward He is putting his 
hold on political power before 
peace in this country." 



Bishop's move: The new Bishop of London, Dr Richard Chartres, at his enthronement at St PauTs Cathedral yesterday, Dr Chartres, a traditionalist, 
called for the millennium to usher in a greater spirituality and for the Church to emphasise its relationship to Christ's birth Photograph: Dillon Biyden 


MPs keen to ban sale 
of knives to under- 16 s 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

The selling of knives to young 
people is set to be banned in the 
wake of last month's fatal stab- 
bing of Philip Lawrence, the 
London headmaster. 

Timothy Kirkhope, a Home 
Office minister, said outlawing 
sales to the under-16s was 
under “serious consideration". 
If a ban was found to be work- 
able it could be included in the 
Offensive Weapons Bill during 
its committee stage. 

The Bill, sponsored by Tory 
MP Lady Olga Maitland, has 
all-party support and was yes- 
terday given an unopposed Sec- 
ond Reading. 

Mr Kirkhope said a ban 
would be a major change that 


would need careful considera- ; 
tioit, but said: "Young children 
simply do hot need razor sharp 
kitchen knives ot commando 
style daggers and it is bard to 
justify why they should be able 
to buy them.” 

Although a private mem- 
ber’s measure, tbe Bill's provi- 
sions are effectively the result 
of talks between ministers and 
police chiefs in the wake of the 
ratal stabbing of Mr Lawrence. 

It provides for a new maxi- 
mum penalty of a two year jail 
sentence or an unlimited fine for 
carrying a knife without good 
reason, while the maximum 
sentence for carrying an offen- 
sive weapon such as a cosh or 
knuckle duster would go up 
from two to four years. 

More than 37,000 knives 


were surrendered this month in 
an amnesty- “Serious crimes de- 
serve serious punishment and it 
is time we wiped the smirks off 
the faces of the hooligans who 
make other people’s lives such 
msery,” Lady Olga, MP for Sut- 
ton and Cheam, said. The sug- 
gested outright ban on the sale 
of knives to youngsters would 
send a "powerful message of 
disapproval", she said. 

The MP said people with 
good reason to cany a knife, 
such as caiiienters or Sikhs 
with ceremonial daggers, would 
be exempt 

Alun Michael, a Labour 
home affaire spokesman, called 
for controls on advertising 
weapons. He said names like 
Ram bo Short Sword encour- 
aged undesirable behaviour. 


Tories play down 
‘rift’ with Clarke 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Downing Street yesterday 
joined intensive Whitehall ef- 
forts to damp down a fresh spate 
of speculation that Kenneth 
Clarke was at odds with John 
Major and his colleagues over 
Europe, the economy and how 
to combat the electoral threat 
from Labour. 

MPs on the left of the party 
increasingly see the speculation 
as an attempt by right-wingers 
- angered by Mr Clarke's role 
in helping to persuade Mr Ma- 
jor not to bow to demands to 
rule out British membership of 
a single currency in the next 
Parliament - to destabilise tbe 
Chancellor. 

While Mr Clarke's continued 


openness to tbe possibilities of 
monetary union differentiates 
him from many-if not most, of 
his colleagues; the - ' Treasury 
and Downing Street united yes- 
terday in adamant denial that 
there was any rift. It was also 
pointed out that Michael Hes- 
eltine. the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, had also been strongly 
against ruling out EMU mem- 
bership. 

There were suggestions last 
night that the reports could be 
the result of "wishful thinking" 
among Euro-sceptics who had 
unsuccessfully been trying to 
persuade Mr Major to rule out 
Britain being among the first 
countries to join EMU. Me, 
Claike has been forthright in 
suggesting 1998 is the time for 
Britain to decide. 


concise crossword 
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ACROSS 

I Following the game'.* (KJ 
5 Exploit (4) 

9 Approximately (5j 

10 Fancy (7t 

II Instigator (10) 

14 Local authority (6.7) 
lb Legitimate 1 5.5} 

20 Weight lift inn equipment 
17) 

21 Covering of billiard table 

(5) 

22 Heroic title (4) 

23 Sheets, pillow-cases, etc 
t-V'J 


School sports event (4.4) 
j. Balloonist (S) 

3 African village (5) 

4 Extent to which a thing 
causes difficulties (8,5) 

6 Arrange for publication 
(4) 

7 Abound (4) 

8 Rich cake (6) 

12 Tune (8) 

13 Stout club (S) 

15 Form of medication (6) 

17 Confusion of tongues (5) 
IS Bird sacred to Egyptians 

(4) 

19 Smug, sulf-righleoo* per- 
son (4) 

SfliotJon to pestsrday's Concise Crossword: 

Across: I Ewe. 3 Funny (Euphony). 7 Thatcher. S Glad, 9 Clarinettist. 



17 Tacky. 
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Weather forecast 


NOON FORECAST 
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Low A mom nofthnardi and deepen a fittte- 
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FORECAST FOR TODAY: 
Eastariy winds wfll MW tba 
vrtnto country, kaopfarf K COM. 
Many places mm «tao jfatog te 
ba cloudy with mm snow. 
Hmswr, tbo worst of tho 
snow Is going to bo over 
northeast England ami oostem 
Scotland. Tonight, tbo eold 
oastorty winds ant going to 
paiaMt wRh nanny ptam stay- 
ing otoddy. Furttnf'oiHM can 
•Iso be oxpectad; but more 
especially across Am nort h ern 
bad of tbe c ountr y. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT RW 
DAYS: Sunday wttl aoa mom 
COM waatftai sift tho easterly 
wind picking up. Tbora aro 
going to bo a few snow show- ; 
an wttta steadier Most or sonar- 
to the south. UttM dungs' ts 


Tbo cokEnfeatbar la than 
uxpocted to conttnue tfefoogb 
tbs mat o f tno wash wHh fur'- 
tfw snow. 
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Big chit plays havoc 
with sp4rt and travel 


Arctic conditions 
problems for commi 
terday, with '* ‘ 
of worse weather 
the weekend's , 
dar ravaged, wrtf£$ Peter 
Victor. 

.,Xfie trans-Pennine route be- 
Iween County Durham and 
Cumbria was closed and snow 
ploughs were out on many 
northern trunk roads, where up 
to three indies of snow were re- 
ported. 

AA Roadwalcb said that the 
worst-hit roads were in Lothi- 
an, around Edinburgh, and in 
the Borders. They include the 
AS heading east to Edinburgh 
and tbe M73 in Strathclyde' 


which was hit by a blizzard yes- 
terday. Snow, ice and winds af- 
fecting power fines were blamed 
far InterCity delays between 
Edinburgh and Newcastle. 

Weekend football rugby and 
horse racing have been badly 
hit Race meetings today at 
Ayr, Cheltenham and Don- 
casterhavebeeacalled off. the 
only survivor being the all- 
weather meeting at Ungfield. 
Three PA Cup fourth round ties 
- at Coventry, Ipswich and 
Swindon - have also fallen 
victim. 

A London Weather Centre 
spokesman said even worse 
conditions are in store towards 
the end of the weekend.' 



Forte talks to City 
about buy-fcack . 

Advisers to Sir Row° : 

who spectacularly lost tMutro 
of his family hotel 31111 , rc £ a ; 
rant empire to Grana^ 
hostile J3.8bn takeover b d te-f 
week, were yesterday inforih^ 
talks with City in^tuuonsman 
effort to raise the faancc for the 

buy-back of part of the goup. 

Granada is seeking to s u. 
some of the top faoteb, mclud^ 
ing the Meridien and Elusive 
chains, the Waldorf nnd 
Grosvenor House, and to dis- 
pose of Fbrte’s bS per cent 
shareholding in the Savoy 
Group. Three US companies, 
ITT Sheraton, Hilton Hotels 

and the Marriott Group, are said 

to-be interested in the Savoy. 

An adviser to Sir Rocco said: 
“We've had an excellent re- 
sponse ... Rocco Forte is a ma- 
jor force in the hotels business 
and his robust defence has won 
him new friends in the City. 
Saturday story, pages 14 & IS 

Newbury evictions 

Campaigners fighting the A34 
Newbury bypass in Berkshire 
face eviction from four sites 
blocking the route after a High 
Court judge granted possession 
orders against them. Depart- 
ment of Transport lawyers ^ would 
not say when the evictions from 
sites near the River Kennet, El- 
more Woods, Reddings Copse 
and the Chase would start 

Widow seeks seat 

The widow of Conservative MP 
^DavidLightbownhasputher 
name forward to fight his seat 
in the forthcoming by-clcction. 
Ann Lightbown, who worked as 
her husband's assistant in the 
Commons, said she wanted to 
cany on his work as MP for 
Staffordshire South East. Sir 
David, 63, died last month. 

Pub attack 

A man who attacked a builder 
in a pub car-park row, causing 
massive injuries, was found 
guilty at Liverpool Crown Court 
of causing grievous bodily harm. 
Richard Mellor, 32, attacked 
Barry Hayes, 50, for telling off 
Mellor's seven-year-old son af- 
ter his car was scratched in Au- 
gust 1994. The case was 
adjourned until 2 February. 

Cricket ousts Today’ 

Proposals to replace BBC Radio 
4's Today morning news pro- 
gramme with live cricket cover- 
age on its Long Whve frequency 
have angered listeners. The 
BBC has revealed that on Wand 
22 February much of the two- 
and-a-haff-hqur magazine will be 
turned over tb the World Cup 
matches in India and Pakistan. 

Football fan’s trial 

An attempt by the football fan 
attacked by Manchester United's 
Eric Cantona to block his own tri- 
al was thrown out by the High 
Court. Matthew Simmons, 21. 
charged with using threatening 
words and behaviour, claimed 
that press coverage after the in- 
cident at Selhurst Park, south 
London, last January meant he 
would not get a fair trial. 

Alan Clark 

Alan dark has asked us U> point 
out that at no time has He re-, 
ceived any legal assistance in re- 
lation to the Scott inquiry, 
either at taxpayers' expense, or 
on his own account. 
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Jew ‘banned’ by 
community for 
blocking divorce 


REBECCA FOWLER 

A woman whose estranged hus- 
band yesterday became the first 
man in Britain to be formally 
ostracised by the Jewish com- 
munity, said last night that she 
felt she was helping other 
Jewish women by pressing the 
action against him. 

Moses David, 43, from Mill 
Hill, north London was alone 
yesterday, after being official- 
ly ostracised by the entire Jew- 
ish community on account of his 
acrimonious divorce from his 
wife. Rachel, aged 30. 

The official order to the 
community to avoid all contact 
with Mr David, an unemployed 
computer analyst, was issued 
last week after he repeatedly 
failed to attend a Jewish court 
hearing over his refusal to gram 
Mrs David a religious divorce, 
known as a get. 

Under the order, which has 
been posted in synagogues near 
bis home, his fellow Jews are 
forbidden from sitting within six 
feet of Mr David, entering his 
borne, or eating with him. 

As Mr David's three children 
were dropped off at his sister’s 
home, to visit him for the Sab- 
bath yesterday, it appeared they 


would be among the few guests 
that he will bw receiving. 

Although Mrs. David gained 
a dvil divorce from her husband 
four years ago. she cannot con- 
sider herself free to enter into 
another relationship until he 
grants her a get . Under Jewish 
law the marriage contract is 
literally tom into two pieces, to 
signify that it is over. 

Mrs David, who works as a 
purchasing buyer for a medical 
equipment company, met her 
husband when she was only 16. 
They were married 13 years ago. 

To many Jewish women. Mrs 
David's plight is a painful and 
fitting tale of the trials of 
Judaism in modem Britain. 

Jewish lcadere. including Dr 
Jonathan Sacks, the Chief 
Rabbi, have been attempting to 
change the 2,000-year-old law 
in order to allow women an 
easier route to divorce. 

In her attempt to secure a 
divorce, Mrs David appealed to 
the Federation of Synagogues, 
a separate body to the Sephar- 
di synagogue that Mr David 
attends. But he failed to respond 
to three summons from Beth 
Din, the Jewish court 

“These declarations are is- 
sued all the time in the United 


States. But in England we're 
much more conservative, and 
Jewish women have to suffer as 
a result," Mrs David said. 

The Federation of Syna- 
gogues said yesterday that it was 
anxious to resolve the differ- 
ences between the Davids as 
fairly as possible. 

However, the leaders cannot 
make a judgement unless Mr 
David attends. “This law goes 
back hundreds of years and it 
inspires tremendous social pres- 
sure. even in our society, which 
is much freer now.” said Dayan 
Berel Berkovits, of the Feder- 
ation of Synagogues. 

“We’re not trying to damn 
this man, we’re trying to use a 
sanction that is part of Jewish 
law to induce him to attend the 
Beth Din." 

Mr David was not available 
for comment yesterday. The 
synagogue that he attends has 
not decided whether jt will join 
in the nidiu (order), and display 
it for members. 

The head of the Sephardic 
Beth Din. Dayan Pinchas 
Toledono, told the Jewish 
Chronicle: “I've never issued a 
Nidui. and I hope I never will. 
I don't think this win solve the 
problem.” 


Chief Rabbi should quit 
now, says Dixon’s head 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religous Affairs Correspondent 

The bead of the Dixons store 
group, one of the most promi- 
nent Jewish businessmen in 
Britain, has demanded that the 
Chief Rabbi resign. 

In a letter to the Jewish 
Chronicle, Sir Stanley Kalins, 
who was one of the most influ- 
ential, backers of Dr Jonathan 
Sacks’ for the post of Chief 
Rabbi when he was appointed 
five years ago, now says that Dr 
Sack has faded to keep his elec- 
toral pledges about improving 
the position oL women in or- 
thodox Judaism and improving 
relations with the liberal and re- 
form factions, and accuses him 
of dithering. 

“Leaders hip is about firm 
convictions, clean strategy, and 
a clear, communicable action 
plan. Popularism and survival 
are not on the agenda of a true 
leader. In fairness to himself, the 
Chief Rabbi should consider re- 
tiring from office. He is an 
academic tty nature, and his tal- 
ents could be immeasurably 
better used,” he said. 


Letter highlights 
the crisis facing a 
Jewish community 
split into factions 

Sir Stanley’s call roused no 
noticeable enthusiasm in the 
Jewish community. One ob- 
server from the conservative but 
not quite orthodox Masorti 
movement, which has been bit- 
terly attacked by the Chief 
Rabbi, said he believed Sir 
Stanley had got into “a kind of 
personal tiff” with Dr Sacks. 

However, the controversy 
highlighted the considerable 
pressures within the Jewish 
community, and especially on 
the United Synagogue, the tra- 
ditionally gentle, almost Angli- 
can branch of orthodoxy which 
the Chief rabbi heads. 

The United Synagogue still 
contains about two-thirds of 
Britain's 300,000 intermittent- 
ly observant Jews, but inter- 
marriage seems to many 
observers to threaten the sur- 
vival of the Jewish community. 
Dr Sacks has written a book 


pointing out that tbe Jewish 
population of Britain has de- 
clined from 450,000 in the late 
1950s as a result of intermar- 
riage. Orthodox Jews count 
only as Jewish children whose 
mothers are Jews. 

Two broad strategies have 
arisen to deal with this crisis. 
The first has been restrictive; 
within orthodoxy there has been 
a great rise in the number and 
influence of ultra-orthodox 
groupings such as the Lubavhch, 
who hope that by increasing 
strictness and enthusiastic 
breeding to preserve Judaism as 
something sharply distinct from 
the surrounding world. 

The second has been the 
more open approach of the 
Reform and Liberal traditions, 
which have been happy to work 
with couples of mixed religions. 

This has led to considerable 
bitterness on both sides. Last 
year. Rabbi David Goldberg, of 
the Liberal synagogue in St 
John's Wood, predicted that Dr 
Sacks would be the last Chief 
Rabbi to be accepted as even 
the nominal spokesman for the 
whole of British Jewry. 
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Scientific sting; Dr Joe Riley fixing one of the devices to a bee Photograph; Newsteam 

Mini radar antennae 
trades low flying bees 


British scientists have invented 
the world’s smallest radar 
transponder capable of tracking 
the low-level flight of insects. 

The researchers have proved 
their device - which weighs 
just 3mg and measures 16mm 
- works by superghimg it to 
bees as they leave the hive. And 
they now hope to refine the 
technology to help scientists 
fight disease spread by the 
tsetse fly in Africa. 

The fly is a plague pest that 
attacks humans and cattle with 
often fatal results. Control in the 
past has been managed by 
graying insecticide over vast ar- 
eas of land, but the need for in- 
creasing environmental 


sensitivity means that a better 
method has to be found. 

Dr Joe Riley leading the re- 
search team at the Natural Re- 
sources Institute, radar unit at 
North Site, Malvern, said: 
“Hopefully, the research we 
are doing with tbe bees will help 
us develop a similar device to 
track the tsetse fly. Scientists in 
Zimbabwe, who have been 
looking at the insects’ habits for 
the past 20 years, need to know 
how they fly when they are dose 
to the ground. Ordinary radar 
is no use because of reflections 
from trees and shrubs. We’ve 
used bees as a frying test-bed.” 

By investigating the flight 
pattern and behaviour of the 


tsetse fly, scientists say they will 
then be able to place impreg-. 
nated fly traps to the best effect. 

First, however, the re- 
searchers wifl have to shrink the 
device by two-thirds so that it 
can be fitted to the tsetse. 

Dr Riley explained how the 
technology works. “The har- 
monic generating tag reflects 
die radar signal at a different 
frequency which means it can be 
picked up in spite of the echoes 
from tbe ground. The insects are 
then tracked by a special radar 
scanner with two dishes - one 
to send the signal out and one 
to receive it ... It's rather like 
the security tags you find on 
clothes in shops.” 


Sarah is our 
bride now, 
say Turks 


HUGH POPE 

Kahramanmaras 

British officials yesterday failed 
to persuade 13-year-old Essex 
schoolgirl Sarah Cook to com- 
ply with a High Court order to 
leave the Hirkisb family into 
which she has illegally “mar- 
ried" and to return forthwith to 
Britain. 

Sarah left a meeting with two 
British consular officers after 
one hour, defiantly parrying 
reporters’ questions about her 
plans with a shout of “Mind 
your own business!" as she 
walked off between the arms of 
her new “father-in-law” and 
his brother. 

“The child will stay. These 
two people love each other," 
said Turkish provincial governor 
Aslan Yfldinm. smiling with tri- 
umph after the meeting be- 
tween the two families and the 
British officials in his imposing 
town centre office. “Sarah is our 
bride now.” 

Sarah's mother Jackie Cook, 
lagged one minute behind her 
daughter, on her own, her face 
set She then squashed into 
tbe waiting limousine of the pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party mayor of 
Kahramanmaras, who has also 
adopted Sarah’s cause. When 
Mrs Cook was asked if she 
would leave her daughter in 
TUrkey she said: “If I go. she 
goes.” 

The British Consul, John 
Fox. and Vice-CoipJ, Trudie 
Pak, who had arrived from 
Ankara, were forced to retire to 
consider their options. These 
are limited, especially since the 
volatile feeling in Kahraman- 
maras is overwhelmingly in 
favour of a union that Turkish 
public opinion is treating as a 
story of star-crossed lovers. 


A senior official in Turkey's 
Ministry of Justice said the 
British High Court order had, 
as yet, no validity in TUrkey. To 
prove that Sarah was a ward of 
a British court that wanted her 
taken back to Britain, he said 
the British Government would 
have to open a case in Kahra- 
manmaras. That procedure 
could take weeks, if not months. 

The other option would be 
for Mrs Cook to put Sarah in a 
taxi and drive to the airport, 
since, in Tmirish law, she is still 
full guardian of her daughter. 
If Sarah was to refuse, she 
could then apply to tbe Kahra- 
manmaras court to have her wifl 
implemented, the official said. 

“The girl wants to Stay, and 
the mother wants to go back 
with Sarah to sort out her legal 
situation. There are huge pres- 
sures on both sides," said lawyer 
Selim Sumen, who is acting for 
Sarah’s “in-laws”. 

Meanwhile Sarah's 18-year- 
old “husband”. Musa, is still in 
a grim concrete jail outside 
town, accused of under-age sex, 
a charge that most Tbrks feel is 
unjust They note that the wil- 
ful Sarah is taller even than her 
father-in-law and tbe older gen- 
eration of Turks sees young 
teenage brides as normal and 
desirable. 

The sense of injustice being 
done extends far up into Turk- 
ish officialdom. Governor 
Yildirim suggested to Thrkisb 
reporters that they start a “Free 
Musa” campaign. 

The Kahramanmaras MP. 
Ah Dogan. arrived to visit Musa 
in prison to support the couple 
and to share his belief, based on 
Sarah's past statements to the 
Sun newspaper, that “Sarah 
was not very happy in England 
anyway." 


Channel5 fends 
off Virgin bid 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Britain's fifth television channel 
remains on track to start next 
January. after the High Court 
dismissed claims that the oper- 
ating licence should not have 
been awarded to Channel 5 
Broadcasting. 

Virgin Television argued in a 
judicial review that foe Inde- 
pendent Television Commis- 
sion was guilty of procedural 
impropriety in its consideration 
of C5B’s bid. Gaims centred on 
whether the ITC had unfairly 
allowed C5B to increase its 
programme funding by £100m 
to £306m four months after the 
May deadline for bids. 


Virgin also argued that the 
ITC irrationally faded Virgin’s 
application on programme 
quality grounds — including its 
level of news staff, high level of 
ts and lack of innovation, 
of its ar gume nts were sup- 
ported by Uk.l V, which bid 
£36-26m but also failed on qual- 
ity. and New Century TV, the 
consortium led by Rupert Mur- 
doch, which only bid £2m. Vir- 
gin and C5Bboth bid £22. 002m. 

Lord Justice Henry and Mr 
Justice Turner said: “We are sat- 
isfied that there was neither 
Illegality nor unfairness in the 
commission recognising C5B's 
shareholders’ commitment." 

Virgin, NCTV and UKTV 
were denied leave to appeaL 
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The Maxwell affair: Lawyers exchange opening volleys as SFO presses ahead with fresh charges over collapse 

Confident 


smiles turn 


to looks of 
disbelief 


JOHN W1LLC0CK 

Financial Correspondent 


The SFO’s decision to press 
ahead with another five counts 
on the original indictment 
against the Maxwell defen- 
dants, despite their acquittal last 
week on two of the counts, hit 
the Old Bailey court room like 
a bombshell. 

Most learned legal opinion 
had expected the remaining 
counts against Kevin and Ian 
Maxwell and three former 
Maxwell employees to be 
dropped. Yesterday morning’s 
hearing at Chichseter Rents, the 
Old Bailey's annexe in 
Chancery Lane, London, was 
seen as a formality. 

The body language of the five 
defendants and their attendant 
counsel and solicitors contrast- 
ed completely with that during 
the trial. Where Kevin had pre- 
viously been pale and drawn, 
pacing the room, yesterday 
morning found him smiling and 
chatting. 


There was even something of 
swapper about the defen- 


a swagger about the defen- 
dants' retinue as they regarded 
the five-strong SFO prosecution 
team sitting a few feet from 
them. At lOJOara, the trial 
Judge, Lord Justice Phillips, 
started the proceedings and 
the SFO’s counsel, Richard 
lissack. rose to speak 


It started innocuously- Mr 
Lissack explained why the SFO 
was dropping charges against 
Robert Bunn, due to ill health. 
Mr Bunn was originally a de- 
fendant in the first trial who had 
to drop out following a heart 
attack. 

Mr Lissack added that Ian 
Maxwell, Kevin’s elder brother, 
was also clear of all charges as 
he had “never been involved to 
the same degree" as alleged of 
die others. 

Then it came: “On counts 
one, two and nine, we intend to 
prosecute Kevin Maxwell, Lar- 
ry Trachtenberg and Albert 
Fuller ... " The end of the sen- 
tence was lost as the journalists 
stampeded out of the court to 
alert their offices. 

Gone were the smiles. There 
followed a series of heated ex- 
changes between Mr Lissack 
and Kevin's counsel, Alun 
Jones QC. Mr Jones said that 
the SFO said last week it would 
inform the defence of its deci- 
sion in advance, yet he had 
heard nothing until receiving 
“anecdotal" information, min- 
utes before the hearing, which 
turned out to be wrong. 

Mr Lissack countered: 
“I tried to speak to him and he 
wouldn't speak to me." 

Mr Jones then complained of 
being “caught on the hop". He 
said a second trial would be 



Drug 
tests for 
road 
victims 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


Body language: Kevin Maxwell (left) and his brother, Ian, leaving the Old Bailey after the hearing yesterday 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


even longer than the first and 
would be “oppressive”, “an 
abuse of process” and “nothing 
less than an outrage”. 

Michael Hill QC Mr Tra- 
chtenberg’s counsel said that al- 
though he had been able to find 
out the SFO’s intentions before 
the hearing, the solicitors for Mr 


Fuller had not been told of the 
decision. “That discourtesy is a 
measure of how prosecution is 
being conducted," said Mr HiD. 

Mr lissack responded: “May 
I make ft plain. I do not propose 
to rise to language like outrage. 


oppressive, deplorable ._ 

He insisted that final deci- 


sions were only reached that 
morning because so many peo- 
ple's views had to be taken into 
consideration and all aspects of 
the case considered “in the mi- 
nutest detail". 

AD those concerned had 
spent the past seven days con- 
sidering the many factors and 


how they affected each charge 
and each defendant and how 
the public interest could best be 
served, he said. Keith Oliver, 
Kevin's solicitor, shook his head 
in disbelief. 

Mr lissack concluded that a 
new judge would not take long 
to read up for the second trial. 


which could start in October. 
The existing judge. Lord Justice 
Phillips, one of the few in court 
to maintain bis sang froid 
throughout the 70-minute hear- 
ing, agreed to Kevin having sev- 
eral weeks' holiday before a 
hearing to decide on the abuse 
of process claim. 


People killed in road accidents 
are to be tested for drug abuse 
in a Lhree-vcar Department of 
Transport 'survey designed to 
gauge the extent of Britain s 
growing “drug-driving" prob- 
lem TYansport officials con- 
firmed yesterday that tests will 
begin later this year. 

The move comes after Scot- 
land's largest police force un- 
covered evidence of an increase 
in drug-driving. In a study, 
Strathclyde police found that 
more than one in five people 
who died in road accidents last 
year had taken illegal drags. Se- 
nior officers are now calling on 
the Government to introduce 
legislation to enable police to 
conduct roadside drug tests. 

Toxicologists in Glasgow ex- 
: amined the bodies of 52 crash 
victims and found that J1 had 
consumed dangerous levels of 
illegal drugs. Superintendent Al- 
istair McLuckic. who co-ordi- 
nalcd the Strathclyde study, 
which is the first of its kind by 
a British police force, yesterday 
called on ministers to change 
the law to enable officers to take 
roadside saliva or urine samples 
for analysis. Although it is ille- 
gal to dnvc under the influence 
of any powerful drugs, police 
cannot use existing legislation 
to force motorists to lake instant 
tests which could lead to arrest. 
There are no government- 
approved “drugs breathalysers" 

A Department of Transport 
spokesman said the three-vear 
survey of crash victims, which 
has been planned for several 
months, would begin in April 
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40 years of listening carefully to Saga 
customers has taught us what our 
holidaymakers expect. That’s why so 
many customers book with us again. 
Our persona! service and attention to 
detail by courteous and friendly staff 
is as reassuring as our unbeatable 
holiday value. Choose from a hotel, 
coach, cruise or special interest holiday, 
travel by train, boat, plane or take the 
car - you’ll never be far from a 
friendly Saga representative, voted 
among the very best in the industry. 

And whether you decide on the UK, 


Europe, the Mediterranean or further 
afield, we’ll take care of all the details, 
leaving you free to have the time of 
your life. If you are aged 50 or over, call 
our 24-hour request line for your new 

holiday brochures. 
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for The Time Of Your Life 


Please return to: Saga Holidays Ltd., FREEPOST (NT2710), feterlise X, Go. Durham 5RA8 1SH. You do not need a stamp. 
Please send me the following; holiday brochures: 
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news 


Court sinks Glimmer’s river bid 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


Hie Government’s attempt to 
redraw the boundaries of two of 
Britain’s biggest estuaries in 
order to save XJOOm in sewage 
clean-up costs was quashed by 
a High Court judge yesterday. 

John Gummer, Secretary of 
State for the Environment, had 
decided to move the line where 
the Humber and Severn estu- 
aries become sea dozens of 
miles inland for the purposes 
of a European Union sewage 
directive. 

His move would have en- 
abled Britain to escape its legal 
obligation to install an expen- 
sive level of treatment for the 
sewage of some one million 
people which is piped into these 
estuaries. 

But local councils obtained a 
judicial review of Mr Guro- 
mer's decision, and yesterday 
Mr Justice Harrison pro- 
nounced that he was quite 
wrong to set new boundaries 
purely on the basis of cost 
considerations. 

As a result of the judgment 
two water companies, Wessex 
and troubled Yorkshire, will 
have to spend about £100m by 
2000 installing secondary treat- 
ment on their estuary sewage 
works, in which bacteria digest 
most of the sewage. 

The two had planned to in- 
stall only primary treatment in 
which the heavier, solid mate- 
rial is allowed to settle out and 
the remaining contaminated 
liquid pumped into the estuary. 

Most of the extra cost is 
likely to be passed on to their 
rustomers. Ofwat, the water 
industry's economic regulator, 
>aid the ruling could add up to 
C5 a year to about three million 
louse hold bills. But the city 
xmnrils of Bristol and Hull 
were delighted by the judg- 
ment, believing it will improve 
:he environment and the pub- 
ic image of their estuaries. 

The EU’s Urban Waste Wa- 
.er Treatment Directive man- 
dates every member state to 
any out secondary treatment 
>f all sewage discharges into es- 
uaries. But for “coastal waters", 
>nly primary treatment is need- 
rd if a government can show 
hese are high natural dispersion 
ire as where currents and tides 
Bpidly dilute the effluent. 

The court was told that the 
Mational Rivers Authority, the 
jovemment’s water pollution 
vaiebdog. had originally sug- 
gested that the estuary bound- 
iries should have been based on 


Police chiefs 
ignore claims 
of brutality’ 


HEATHER mills 

Home Affairs Correspondent 
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Senior police officers** « J®" 
terday accused of faiUn^ 
deal with claims of police bru- 
talitv and gross misconduct, 
which are costing the taxpayer 
m illions in damages and costs. 

The allegations came in the 
wake of Thursday's inquest juy 
verdict that Scotland Yard of- 
ficers had “unlawfully killed 
Shni Lapite during an arrest and 
- in a separate court - the pay- 
ment of more than £90,000 m 
damages and costs to three 
people who sued for assault, 
wrongful imprisonment ana 
malicious prosecution. 

Thursday saw the second 
“unlawful killing’* verdict 
against Metropolitan Police of- 
ficers in two months. In No- 
vember, a coroner’s jury 
brought in a similar decision m 
the rase of Richard O’Brien, 
who died after telling police ar- 
resting him: “I can’t breathe.” 

In both cases, the verdict ap- 


ill lAIUi w — — ~ r 

pea red to fly in the face of ear- 
lier decisions by the Crown 
prosecution Service that there 
was insufficient evidence to 
prosecute any officers involved 
in either incident. Now the 
CPS has been forced to recon- 
sider its decisions. 

There have been remark- 
ably few prosecutions to have 
resulted horn cases involving 
allegations of brutality, per- 
haps even more surprisingly, 
there have been equally few dis- 
ciplinary actions. 

In the case of Oliver Pryce, 
a 30 year-old man who, like Mr 
Lapite, died as the result of a 
police neck hold, there was 
both an “unlawful killing ver- 
dict’’ and, in a civil action for 
damages, an admission by 
Cleveland police of liability. 
But no officers were ever 
charged or disciplined. 

In London alone in 1994. po- 
lice paid out nearly £1.4m in 
damages and even more in 


Pipe line: A plan to make the Humber Bridge the river estuary's boundary to avoid sewage costs has been quashed Photograph: Brian Duff 


natural landmarks, salinity and 
a defunct 1960 Act. 

But the Government, worried 
about the directive's implica- 
tions for water bills, asked the 
authority to think again. The 
NRA then agreed to bringing 
the seaward boundaries inland 
to the Severn and Humber sus- 
pension bridges. As a result sev- 
eral big estuarine sewage works 
were left in coastal waters. The 
final cost saving step was to 
define these waters as high nat- 
ural dispersion areas. 

The NRA has advised the 
Government, on request, that it 
does not believe secondary 
treatment would bring signifi- 
cant gains in water cleanliness, 
and the extra money might be 
better spent on other sewage 
clean-up programmes. 


Nigel Plening QC,for the De- 
partment of the Environment, 
told the court investment in sec- 
ondary treatment would be “a 
complete waste of £100nT. 

But the judge said: “It would 
be quite wrong to redraw the 
boundaries ... in order to 
escape the dear requirement of 
the directive. The cost of pro- 
viding secondary rather than pri- 
mary treatment is simply not 
relevant.” He refused the de- 
partment leave to appeal but Mr 
Gummer may dedde to ask the 
Court of Appeal for the right of 
appeal against the judgment. 

Jackie Hawken, a solicitor for 
Bristol City Council, said: 
“We’re absolutely delighted. 
People are very concerned 
about the environment in the 
estuarv.” 
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mere than £500,000 forassault 
and take imprisonment. 

cautioned, another fined and 

two “give!] words of advje . 

Yesterday lawyers and MPS 
suited ffie lack of 
parent action against 

Rested “an ahserw^ofwiH 
onme part of senior officers, m- 
cluding Sir Paul Condon, the 
Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner, to tackle the problem. 

Scotland Yard declined an in- 
vitation to discuss the matter m 
depth, but has in the past main- 
tained a reluctance to pursue 
disciplinary action because peo- 
ple chose to sue. rather than go 
through the formal complaints 
procedure. Tbeir argument is: 
“If there is no complaint, now 

can there be any action. 

But Raju Bhatt. a leading 
London solicitor, said: “What 
more do they need in the fonn 
of a complaint than a detailed 
statement of claim and witness . 
statements in support?' 

He said that when there bad 
been adverse findings by judges 
and juries, there should be 
even more compulsion on se- 
nior officers to investigate. “In- 
stead, what is happening is that 
officers are being led to believe 
that their activities are accept- 
able because they can get away 
with it “If there was a suspicion 
that vou or I, as a member of 
the public had been involved in 
a serious attack, we would be ar- 
rested. held in custody, proba- 
bly charged, and brought to 
court within the year.” 

But Sir Paul is on the record 
as saying that solicitors and 
complainants saw the police as 
a “soft option” lo sue and that 
he was determined to settle less 
and fight more actions in court 

Yesterday, Chris Muffin ,the 
Labour MP and veteran justice 
campaigner said: “The Metro- 
politan police are paying rail- 
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Donnas Nook 


only 24 out of 304 cases, in 1993. 
they paid out nearly £l.lm, 
plus costs, winning outright 
only 16 of 243 cases. Over those 
two years - the latest for which 
figures are available. £ld>m was 
paid out to settle 48 serious 
claims - including one for 


lawyers' fees, yet the Commis- 
sioner is flatly refusing to take 
any action against officers 
whose misbehaviour is respon- 
sible for this cost to the taxpayer. 
The longer this goes on, the 
more that public confidence will 
be undermined.” 


Isn’t 


the best airline 


in 


the US 


the best airline 


to the US? 


United Airlines. Voted Best Domestic US Airline. 


Ou 18th January 1996, United Airlines was voted Best Domestic 
US Airline. We were chosen by the readers of Executive Travel magazine, 
many of them frequent flyers. 

They chose us for the quality of our service. 

They were uninfluenced by our special 1996 fare from Heathrow 
to the US: £1996 return Connoisseur Class to New York (Newark and 
JFK) and Washington.* 

That’s a 15% saving on the normal business fare on BA, Virgin or 
American. None of which is the Best Domestic US Airline. 

To book, call United Airlines on 0181 990 9900 (0800 888 555 
from outside London) or see your travel agent. 


e United Airlines 


Man admits thefts of rare book plates 


A landscape gardener cut hun- 
dreds of pictures from libraries’ 
rare antique books worth up to 
£289,000, a court was told yes- 
terday. 

Joseph Belfwood, who has 
been banned from going into 
any library until his case has 
been dealt with, sold or swapped 
them making up to £37,000, 


Southwark Crown Court in 
south London was told by Mar- 
tin Hicks, for the prosecution. 
Bellwood, 43, of Swillington, 
West Yorkshire, has admitted 12 
sample charges of theft and 
damaging property between 
January 1994 and June 1995. 

Mr Hicks told Judge Mota 
Singh that the value of the 


books involved had been esti- 
mated at £189,000-£289,000. He 
said 1,149 plates, illustrations 
and prints had been stolen, 
mostly from the British Library, 
the London Library, Leeds Cen- 
tral library and Birmingham 
Central Library, of which 439 
had been recovered or traced. 

Justin Shale, for the defence, 


said the value of the books in- 
volved and the amount his 
client was said to have made 
were disputed. He said the vol- 
umes were worth £100.000 and 
Mr Be 11 wood's benefit £16.000. 
He asked for an eight-week ad- 
journment so these matters 
could be dealt with. The judge 
agreed to continue bail. 


smuggler 
jailed for 
six years 


‘Unbeatable’ Nokia. 
Unbelievable Sale Price! 




A drug smuggler who brought 
ecstasy and “speed" valued at 
£5.6m into Britain was jailed for 
six years yesterday. 

John Moore, 23, of St Helens, 
Merseyside, was said by his 
lawyer lo be “somewhat im- 
mature” and had been been 
sucked into the crime by others. 

Judge Keith Simpson told 
him at Maidstone Crown Court: 
“I have no doubt whatsoever 
you were a very minor cog and 
insignificant figure in the hier- 
archy of drug trafficking. I can’t 
imagine that anyone in their 
right mind would entrust you 
with £5 -5m worth of drugs.” 

The court was told that 
Moore smuggled 400.000 ecsta- 
sy tablets worth £5m. and 3.64kg 
of 90 per cent pure amphetamine 
sulphate, with coach firm boss 
Trevor Haskayne. Haskayne, 56, 
of Meols, Wirral, was convicted 
in December of drug smuggling 
and jailed for 18 years. 

David Fisher, for the prose- 
cution, said Haskayne, boss of 

Montravel in West Kirby, 
Wirral. used a weekend shop- 
ping trip to the Netherlands by 
coach as a cover. 

Moore, who admitted the 
charge, and his wife, 20, flew 
from Manchester to Mister- 
dam on 3 December 1994. They 
stayed with Haskayne’s party at 
the Lancaster Hotel. 

Passengers saw Moore walk to 
the coach can-yin g three large 
holdalls. During the journey to 
Calais, another passenger saw 
Haskayne give Moore £80. 

Haskayne put a sign on the 
coach saying “Dunkirk Shopper, 
Coach 2 ", even though there 
was only one. to enable them to 
pass through Customs quickly. 
Bui the bus was searched and 
a sniffer dog found the drugs. 


Now we have further stashed our 
price to bring you this unrepeatable 
January sale bargain. 

The fabulous, feature packed 
Nokia 232. Past winner of the 
coveted ‘What Ced phone' Best 
Consumer Phone Award, achieving 
a maximum rating in every 


performance category, including 
value for money 

Simply phone us with your 
credit card detais to motive your 
phone within 4 writing days. 
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‘Cats’ without pause sets a record for long-playing musicals 
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JOHN McKlE 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's award- 
winning musical Cats, which 
holds the accolade of London's 
longest-running musical, is set 
to enter the record books again 
on Monday when it becomes the 
longest-running musical of an 
lime. 

The show, which has grossed 
more than £lbn world-wide In 
ticket sales and merchandise, 
mil beat the previous record of 
6,137 performances held by the 
Broadway production olA Cho- 
rus Line. 

Cats opened at the New Lon- 
don Theatre in Covent Garden 
on II May 1981 and has played 
to fuD houses since, earning 
£SSm in London alone. 

The musical based on TS 
Eliot's Old Possum's Book of 
Practical Cals, received mixed 
reviews when il opened but, with 
its revolving stage, was praised 
for pioneering new theatrical 
production values. Sue Uings, 
who was box office manager 
when Cats first opened and is 
now head of marketing for the 
theatrical impresario Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh, sees the 
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Super cats: Feline friends from the award-winning show 


Super trouper: Steven Wayne, the only remaining member of the original Cats cast, prepares for another performance Photograph: Edward Sykes musiral^swo^^fwajs the 


forerunner of all the hi-tech mu- 
sicals,” she said. 

Steven Wayne, the only 
member from the 1981 original 
cast still in the show, has cot 
tired of bearing the Cats theme 
“■Memory", “because everyone 

sings it differently. The only 
time it annoys me is when 1 am 
on holiday and I hear it piped 
in a hotel or on a plane”. 

However, the musical still has 
some way to go before it breaks 
the 44-year record of The 
Mousetrap, which is Britain's 
longest-running stage show. 


□ Cats has been seen by 7 miKon 
people In London alone. 

□ There are nine current produc- 
tions playing around the world. 

□ In 1989, it became London's i 

longest-running musical. 

□ Dame Judi Dench was due to pfy 
Grizabefla but had to pull out just 
before the show because of an in- 
jured ankle. She was replaced by 
Elaine Paige, who sang the world- 
wtae hit "Memory". 

□There have been more than 100 
recorded versions of “Memory'. 
Sheet music sales of the song 
in the UK total 95,500. 


Building 
firms hit by 
‘cowboys’ 


GLENDA COOPER 

“Cowboy" builders are flour- 
ishing while reputable firms go 
under because home owners 
and the Government allow 
them to, according to a new re- 
port by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation. 

The fear of poor quality work 
also deters many people from 
doing necessary work, imper- 
illing the house's safety. A study 
for National Housing Week in 
1994 estimated that £69bn 
needed to be spent to bring the 
UK housing stock up to the 
standard. 

The report Quality Repairs: 
Improving the efficiency of the 
housing repair and maintenance 
industry , studied 80 small 
builders in Bristol and north 
Somerset and. found that only 
half those working even in rep- 
utable .firms bad a formal cpn r 
stniction industry qualification 
or formal business training and 
few employed trainees. 

The report noted that a “gen- 
erally minimalist” attitude to 
business administration was 
common, and new technology 
was rare, even for such simple 
tasks as word processing. 

But while many reputable 
builders struggle on, home own- 
ers compound the problem be- 
cause of their willingness to 
employ contractors who cut 


corners and avoid VAT by ac- 
cepting cash payments. 

One contractor complained: 
“There's less work and materi- 
als have gone up but customers 
want cheaper prices. At limes 
it's hardly worth working. Five 
years ago, I had 16 people 
working for me. Now I only 
have two and I have just a few 
weeks work ahead. " 

Cowboy builders were de- 
scribed as traders who put in 
very cheap quotes based on the 
cost of poor-quality materials 
and inexperienced workers. 
Work was usually of poor qual- 
ity and might not comply with , 
building standards or regula- 
tions. They were less likely to 
use safety procedures and un- 
likely to possess public liability 
insurance. 

Another contractor reported: 
“Often I hear that the client has 
. found someone who will do the 
work at half my estimate, lb do 
that they must be working on 
the quiet. They're not qualified 
and they're probably claiming 
unemployment benefit" 

But taking the cheap option 
can often work out more ex- 
pensive. “Customers are misled. 
The trouble is they are not ex- 
perienced enough to know what 
they are gelling and they may 
not realise bow bad the job is 
until it is loo late. 1 often get 
called to sort out bodged jobs.” 
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Get the Independent 
on Sunday tomorrow 
for and read: 


The definitive guide to drugs 


What they do 
What they cost 
What's fashionable 
Who's using what 
...and the risks 


Buy the Independent on Sunday 
and get the Independent on 
Monday for only and read: 


20-RAGE SPORTS SECTION 

Colin Jackson on life in exile and the 
Olympics 

Tony Underwood on The Five 
Nations’ Championship 

FA Cup fourth round reports 

PHdugton Cup fifth round reports 


Maybe you don't need new carpets throughout 
Or a com pi ete change of c origins. Or the 
i nsts ! roe Ms on the car paying off. Or a 
completely resculptured garden. Or a three 
week dream it oh day for two. 

in which case, our handsome offer is c -early 
not for yon. 

For the scss solvent, though, it works like Inis. 

Take out an Alliance S Leicester Cash back 
Mortgage and we' Si give you a cheque worth 
4 FA of vo u r new loan 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


b: round n gores, it ecu Id amount to as much 
as £6.000. 

That's me good news. Now for still better news 

Our offer applies to everyone, whether you are 
moving, buyrog for the first time, or simply 
wanting to switch to Alliance & Leicester from 
your current lender. 

To fine out more, you oniy have to visit your 
local branch o; Alliance & Leicester or call us 
tree on 0800 412 214. 

£5,000 says you will. 


THE BOQETT-S Basic -JARIAOLE MATE CAB MU 
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■MV P«*ER CUB SAlte VARIABLE MATS MORTGAGE WITHOUT A CASHBACK, VBUR HOME IB SECURITY MR THE LOAM AMD MUST K ADEQUATELY INSURED LOAMS ARE SUBJECT TO STATUS AMD VALUATION AND ARE DALY AVAILABLE TO PtOP*E AGfO 1* OB OVER wnmih iuimiiiiu, . V^J'OM. PCS. 
MO-JEST (OR LOANS f*CIEDIMO II* Of THE PURCHASE PRICE OR VALUATION (WHICHEVER IS THE U>W[R> A WORT DADE INDEMNITY POLICY WILL BE RIOUIAED MORTGAGEE ARE RESTRICTED TO 19* OP THE PURCHASE PR It EVALUATION lamCHEPlR .1 the LOWIRI 'MIWMim. M>1 

CSNNv TO PRESS PULL DETAILS ABOUT THE CASHBACK MORTGAGE AR* AVAILABLE AT voo« LOCAL ALLIANCE A LEICESTER BRANCH THE CASH SAC* MAY BE SUBJECT TO CAPITAL GAINS >A> PLEASE CONTACT A PROFESSIONAL ADVISER OR THE inland REVENUE FTP AR l.r* ........ *' V 
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CABHRACA MORTGAGE IS ONLY AVAILABLE TO NEW CUSTOMERS M EXISTING SORROWERS MOVING HOME. THE CASH BA CX IS PAYABLE AFTER CUM Pinion OF YOUR MORTGAGE NO ARRANGEMENT FEE IS PA, ABLE IR RESPECT O* THE n-.HF.r. .... _ 
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Labour to adopt 
‘stakeholder’ 
pension reform 


iTnirtofthe li melight * 

~ Sponsors of 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Polity Editor 

Labour is poised to back fund- 
ed second pensions as a re- 
placement for Ihe Stale 
Earnings Related Pensions 
Scheme (Serps). The move 
would provide growing numbers 
of workers, including the low- 
er paid, who rely heavily on 
Serps, with their own stake 

in investment funds for their 
retirement. 

The change reflects an in- 
creasing consensus, both in uie 
pensions industry and, to a de- 
gree, politically, that secund-iier 
pensions in fiiture should be 
funded from savings, not from 
pay-as-you-go national insur- 
ance contributions. 

But it will mark a sharp slutl 
in Labour policy, which for 
twenty years has backed the re- 
tention and reconstruction of 
Serps, introduced by Barbara 
Castle in 1975 with cross-party 
agreement. . 

~ Chris Smith, Labour s social 
security spokesman, said yes- 
terday that no final decisions 


had been taken. But in an in- 
terview with the Independent, he 
said: “There must be serious 
question marks about the long- 
term sustainability of pay-as- 
you-go models for secood tier 
pensions,” - where today’s tax- 
ation or contributions pays for 
today's pensions and the mon- 
ey is not invested. 

* Since 1988, the Government 
has cut the final value of Seros- 
by three-quarters, in part be- 
cause of fears that with rising 
numbers of elderly up to the 
year 2030. future taxpayers 
would not pay the additional 
£50bn a year the full Serps 
pensions would have cost 
"Any pay-as-you-go scheme 
is open to the predatory attacks 
of governments less sympa- 
thetic to the needs of a future 
generation," Mr Smith said. 
Funded second pensions with 
defined contributions produc- 
ing a decent rate of return 
looked -ultimately a better ap- 
proach". 

Decisions would still be 
needed on whether to contin- 
ue Serps for the present gen- 


eration of members, to run a 
funded second tier for them 
alongside as an alternative, or 
to “try to transfer everyone 
into a new scheme with the ab- 
solute guarantee that they will 
be no worse off than if Serps 
continued". 

Indicating that he would 
favour the latter if the transfer 
costs were acceptable, Mr Smith 
said the alternative to Serps 
need not be a single, National 
Pensions Scheme, privately run 
at anns-length from Govern- 
ment, as advocated by this 
week's Retirement Income In- 
quiry. A better solution could 
be a range of competing funds 
where: “the Government sets 
the parameters and the private 
sector is involved in the devel- 
opment of the product.” 

In Australia, from where Mr 
Smith had just returned, intense 
competition within the private 
sector to run Government- 
defined industry-wide pension 
schemes had produced “re- 
markably low" running costs of 
one to two per cent, he said - 
a lesson Britain could learn. 
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Branson hogs hot air of publicity 
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CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


susses SSSfl gtiisl 

Almost all the equipment name almost -Our original plan for when 

fo/S preset -indStog the the ballc>on_naw bears Virgms Wfi wanted propane andhe- 


yoit p a - 



YO 



Isss 


the media spotlight - to then- 
growing annoyance. 

While Mr Branson has court- 
ed attention from newspapers, 
radio and television on behalf 
of the three Virgin companies 
co-sponsoring the project - 
which has an estimated cost of 
£2 Jm - the other 91 sponsors 
involved with it have struggled 

to win any attention at all. 
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FAX ROLLS 

range of quafity fax rolls to 
H types and sizes of fax machines 

In pads of 6- r lmPtA 1 ! 
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sented the firm in Morocco. 

The 4.5 tons of specially 
processed liquid propane fuel 
that will power the engines was 
provided free by Mobil. Just 
over a fortnight ago, Mobu re- 
ceived an urgent request to de- 
liver the fuel to Marrakesh - 
three days ahead of schedule. 
But on arriving two weeks ago. 
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OKIFAX 350 FAX MACHINE 

(Co* 904-070! 

• Fine and photo mode • Photocopy 
facility • Sends documents up to A4 n size 

• Pulse/tone dialling |g /&&&*%&] 


340/off 



TEXAS T15045 PRINTING 
CALCULATOR <co* 204 - 073 ) 

• OnePne, 1 2 efigit LCD 

tfcpiay / 

• Features square / 
root, percent, mark »> 
up and treble 
zero keys 

• + memories 

• Print rater 

• Mains y«0 j T® 

adaptor */’■*/ J . T ^ 


2SS.29.37 


OFFICE WORLD 4-DRAWER FILING 
CABINET 

(Co* 303-921/224) 

• Made from top quality 
sheet steel 

• WWded Internal 
front frame for maxnrwn 
stabflity 

• Accepts foolscap 
suspension ffles 

• Available in 
Grey or Brawn and Cream 


ECONOMY WHITE DL SELF SEAL 
ENVELOPES /.-^v 

1000 PACK {1005 V' 

(Co* 090-882) s PAOV • 


1000 PACK 

(Co* 090-882) 

• Whflet style 
envelopes 

• Ideal for 
all volume 
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GOLDSTAR GF3010 FAXTAM 

(Co* 203-551) 

• Combined fax and answer machine 

• Fine/ super transmission modes 

• 60 memory store • Last number redial 

• Transmission report and paper cutter 

• Photocopy facility 


Hey listen, 
banking 
needn’t be 





Listen to TSB PhoneBank in action 


SSK f 89.29 Lii 


NOW 
ONLY £ 

ISC'.U3I: J G v aT 


304.33 


139/off 


CALL 


0500 


OVER 5 000 OFFICE SUPPLIES, STATIONERY, FURNITURE 

^ Justness products - at guaranteed lowest PRICES^ 



TaJte it away today. 

@1 Take up to S years to pay. 


► SPREAD THE COST Of YOUR PURCHASES OVER UP TO 5 YEARS 

b> NO DEPOSTT REQUIRED ► LOW MONTHD* PAYMENTS 
» PAYMENT PROTECTION AVAILABLE 
■OTDNmDnlMCf ES»to«M»SO*«* 

cuds ismnBw«iTOi**fctnisa 
MM IH> MB. M tax «■ «** «■> <* * MW* 


BEDFORD • BIRMINGHAM ■ BLACKPOOL ■ BRADFORD ■ 
Cambridge ■ CHELMSFORD ■ CHELTENHAM ■ CH ESTER ■ C0VEN ™, 
DEUy ^DUDIEY ■ GLASGOW ■ aOUCESItR ■ HARIDW 

P SSS^N ■ SWANSEA .CEENS EE. <7« ■ SW«DON 
TAUNTON ■ WARRINGTON ■ WIGAN ■ YORK Sf? 5 ! 

Open Monday to Friday 8 am- 8 pm, ig Ml 

Saturday 9am-6pnl, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm. 



saturd^am-^', Su nday 10.30am-4.30pni. * Ho i office SnEpte Wscnml ; Superstoe 

There’s always 


Hard to believe, but true. Banking really can 
be a breeze. 

You needn't take our word for it, simply listen 
to our demonstration line. And find out bow TSB 
PhoneBank enables you to do just about all your 
banking over the phone. 

From normal business like checking your balance, 
transferring money and paying bills, to bigger issues 
tike arranging loans, overdrafts and home insurance . 

A password system ensures that TSB PhoneBank 


is 100% secure. And since you can talk to us (not 
to machines you r ll be glad to hear) 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, there’s no doubt the service 
is 100% convenient. 

As well as that, you’ll also have access to over 
15,000 cash machines and all our branches. 

So give the TSB PhoneBank demonstration line 
a call. It lasts just two minutes and afterwards you 
can talk to an advisor if you want to know more. 

Do it now, because all you have to lose is hassle- 


PhoneBank 


We w ant you 

* W tosayEZS 


TSB Chew Accent! requred. Loans subject to uaua. Written quotations available upon request. Some cafls wffl be recorded end monitored, IBB Book pic. RegetGred 
office: tficlona House, Victoria Square, Burning ham Bl 1BZ. Registered in England and Wales. Number 1088268. TSB Bank Scotland pic. Registered office:.- 
Henry Duncan Houeo. 1 20 Geotga Street. Ednbws*’ EH2 4LR RegoWed in Scotland. Number 05337 
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Bad news 
from Bonn 
heightens 
EMU fears 


international 

Military might on display for India’s Republic Day | PqIisIi 

wants secret 
files opened 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 
RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Predictions that European 
Monetary Union may have \o he 
delayed were reinforced yes- 
terday by new figures suggest- 
ing that even German) - may fail 
to meet the conditions for the 
1999 launch date. 

On Thursday British minis- 
ters suggested that the collapse 
of monetary union plans was im- 
minent and that France and 
Germany may be forced to 
change course within weeks. 

The remarks were fiercely re- 
jected yesterday by the Euro- 
pean Commission and treated 
with suspicion in many Euro- 
pean capitals, where the com- 
ments were widely' seen as an 
attempt to undermine the en- 
tire venture. 

However, serious doubts 
about the feasibility of merging 
major European currencies 
on the terms set out in the 
Maastricht treaty remained 
widespread. Speaking at a con- 
ference in Germany yesterday, 
Philippe Seguin, the Gauilist 
head of the french National As- 
sembly, described the present 
EMU timetable as “ risky and 
questionable". 

Germany’s latest economic 
predictions added to the 
gloom. Bonn announced that it 
expects its public spending 
deficit for 1996 to be about 3 J 
per cent of economic output - 
exceeding the Maastricht rules 
for joining EMU by 0.5 of a 
point. Countries wishing to join 
monetary union in 1999 must 
have achieved the 3 per cent 
deficit limit by the end of 1997. 
Earlier this month. Theo 
Waigel, the German finance 
minister, predicted that Ger- 
many's budget deficit would 
be brought down in time to the 
3 per cent JeveL His predictions 
now seem highly optimistic. 


IN BRIEF 


Students jailed 
after secret trial 

Cairo — TWentv- four Libyan 
students were tortured and con 
victed in a secret trial on 
charges of taking part in anti 
government riots. Amnesty In 
ternationaJ said. They are 
believed to be serving terms of 
up to aine years, and are not be 
ing allowed access to their 
families or lawyers. AP 

No apology 

Oslo — Israel agreed to pay 
compensation to the wife ana 
daughter of Ahmed Bouchikbi, 
an innocent Moroccan waiter 
killed during a bungled 1973 
Mossad assassination in Nor- 
way, but stopped short of 
apologising, according to 
lawyers for the family. AP 

Internet Nazis 

Bonn — Deutsche Telekom, 
Germany's biggest Internet 
provider, cut off access to neo- 
Nazi material posted on the 
global network by Ernst Zuen- 
del a German right-wing ex- 
tremist living in Canada, a day 
after prosecutors said they were 
considering incitement charges 
a gains t the telephone company 
and another firm. AP 

'Anti-white’ Mandela 

Johannesburg — South Africa’s 
neo-Nazi Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement accused President 
Nelson Mandela of being “anti- 
white" for agreeing to meet the 
black American Muslim leader 
Louis Farrakhan, who arrives 
for a visit today. Reuter 

All wrong 

Houston, Texas — A pregnant 
runaway girl who touched off an 
international search because 
she was thought to be ten has 
turned out to be 14. She was also 
not as far along in her pregnancy 
as had been reported, or going 
by her correct name. Reuter 

Picture rail 

Bordeaux — Teachers in Bor - 
deaux, where the French Prime 
Minister. Alain Juppd, ismay - 
or, protested that ms portrait 
had been hung in several 
schools and nurseries. Reuter 

Kiss of freedom 

Dedham, Massachusetts — 

Christopher Glover, 20, es- 
caped from jail after his girl- 
friend, Shannon Rideout, 
managed to pass him a key to 
his handcuffs during a passion- 
ate. kiss. He was recaptured, and 
both face charges. AP 


A report by the economics 
ministry said that the German 
economy would grow by only 13 
per cent this year. Unemploy- 
ment would rise by 250.000 io 
average 10 per cent of the 
workforce - up from 9.4 per 
cent in 1995. 

But officials in Bunn made it 
dear last night that the gov- 
ernment is determined to stand 
firm on the EMU timetable, in 
the belief that any weakening 
would remove budgetary disci- 
pline from Germany and other 
EU countries and make the 
economic situation worse. 

The European Commission 
continued to reject predictions 
of imminent collapse. Officials 
accused British ministers of 
capitalising on the wave of ner- 
vousness in Europe for domes- 
tic political purposes: the 
Government negotiated an opt- 
out from the single currency at 
the Maastricht summit in 1991, 
and Tbry Eurosceptics have de- 
manded a commitment to keep 
sterling independent but the 
Prime Minister has refused to 
make a decision until next year. 

“Nothing that has happened 
this week suggests any real sap- 
ping of political will in France 
or Germany," said one senior 
official. Commission econo- 
mists argue that the economic 
news is not yet so desperate that 
the EMU timetable, or rigid 
budgetaiy discipline, must be 
abandoned. This would only 
happen if a recession looked in- 
evitable “and there are no signs 
of that," they insist Other econ- 
omists are not so confident. 

Speaking in Paris, Yves Thi- 
bault de Sflguy. the EU Eco- 
nomic Commissioner, repeated 
earlier Commission predictions 
that between eight and 10 coun- 
tries should be able to meet the 
Maastricht criteria for monetary 
union by the end of 1997. He 
said that a delay in the launch 
would mean a renegotiation of 
the Maastricht treaty. 



Turban power: Sikh troops in the parade in New Delhi yesterday to mark the anniversary of India becoming a 
republic in 1950. India’s newest missiles and tanks were also displayed Photograph:Ajit Kuman/AP 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Inland's President, Aleksander 
Kwasniewski, is to push for the 
country's Communist-era se- 
cret police files to be opened. 
The move follows the resigna- 
tion this week of the Prime Min- 
ister, Jozef Oleksy, over claims 
that he was a KGB spy. 

Mr Kwasniewski, a former 
Communist, wants the files to 
be made accessible to an inde- 
pendent commission that would 
then be able to rule whether 
candidates for senior govern- 
ment posts had been informers. 

The aim of the legislation, 
which would be modelled on 
that passed for east Germany, 
would be to draw a line under 
the Communist past and es- 
tablish ground rules on the ex- 
tent to which politicians can be 
judged today for what they did 
in the pasL “i would like to help 
Poles ... settle accounts from 
the more distant and the recent 
past," said Mr Kwasniewski, 
who. like most ex-Co ram unis ts, 
previously opposed any open- 
ing of the secret-police files. His 
change of heart was undoubt- 
edly prompted by the fate of Mr 
Oleksy, his party colleague, 
who spent the past month try- 
ing to defend himself against al- 
legations that he was a Moscow 
spy for more than a decade. 

Even as be announced his res- 
ignation on Wednesday, Mr 
Oleksy insisted be was innocent 
but acknowledged he had been 
friendly for many years with a 
Russian diplomat who worked 
for the KGB. That the Prime 
Minister was forced to quit be- 
fore having been found formally 
guilty underlined the continu- 
ing potency of the past, and the 
extent to which nearly all senior 
east European politicians still 
live under its shadow. 

The only former Wfcrsaw Pad 
country that fuDy opened its files 
is the old East Germany, where 
anyone who worked for the se- 
cret police has been barred 
from public office and where 
everybody has been entitled to 
see their own files. Although the 
derision to open the files was 
controversial, h has been con- 
sidered a success, ensuring that 
allegations are based on fact 
rather than rumour and allow- 


ing ordinary east Germans to 
find out at last who it was who 
was spying on them for aJl 
those years. 

Mr Kwasniewski is involved 
in talks with party leaders aimed 
at agreeing a successor to Mr 
Oleksy. In the legislation he in- 
tends to present to parliament, 
he will propose a commission to 
oversee the files, now in the 
charge of the interior ministry. 
The co mmiss ion is to have ac- 
cess to all pre-1989 files and. in 
special cases, more recent ones. 

The President's former Com- 
munist party colleagues in the 
governing Democratic Left Al- 
liance are likely to support Lhc 
move. As part of their attempt 
to show themselves to be 
genuinely reformed social 



Kwasniewski: Drawing a 
line under Communism 

democrats, they want to be 
seen to be open and honest 
about their backgrounds. 

Ironically, resistance to the 
new law is likely to come from 
the centre and right of)position 
parties, which feel the initiative 
is a smokescreen to deflect at- 
tention from the Oleksy affair. 

Some analysts say the open- 
ing of the files could reveal more 
collaborators from the ranks of 
the old Solidarity movement 
than among the former Com- 
munists themselves. 

But then, as the east Germans 
discovered, much of the infor- 
mation in the files was fabri- 
cated by agents over-anxious to 
please their bosses. And the files 
of many of the old Communists 
who really worked as informers 
mysteriously disappeared just 
before the final collapse of 
Communism in 1989. 


If the State can't 
provide financial security, 
shouldn't you make a 
Resolution to keep 
something up your sleeve? 



Taking steps to secure your financial 
future is probably the fast thing 
on your mind as you ring in the 
New Year. 

Trouble is, with less and 
less State money for welfare 
demands like pensions 
and support during illness, 
you really can't afford to 
put rt off. 

You have to plan now, and 
make it your resolution to do 
something before this growing lack of 
provision affects you and your family. 



So where do you start? Talk 
to an independent financial 
adviser. Whatever your concerns - 
mortgage cover, schooling, health 
care - you'll get expert 
and impartial advice. 
Advice that is precisely 
tailored to your particular 
circumstances, and will 
answer your financial needs. 
Call us today for a free 
information pack. And make 
sure there's a happy New Year 
on the cards. 0117 971 1177 


It's your future. Take control of it. 
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‘Remember me, but let me go - that’s it’ 


Death Row: Utah execution goes ‘like clockwork’ 


bavid usbqrne 

Draper, Utah 

tt had been denounced worid- 
as Inhumane and barbar- 
ic And so, maybe, it was. But 
™eexecution by firing squad of 
utj Albert Taylor, convicted 
«likl kflter.was swift and supris- 
mgly clinical. It was not a messy 
death - as with Gary Gilmore 
19 years ago -but precision -per- 
fect. It passed, in fact, exactly 


as both the victim and execu- 
tioners had wanted. 

When their triggers were 
pulled at 12.04am, the five 30 
hunting rifles delivered one 
clean report - an abrupt 
“boom", said one of the wit- 
nesses. Strapped into the spe- 
cially designed execution chair 
just 20ft away, Taylor probably 

never heard die explosion. The 
bullets that entered his heart 
would have travelled faster than 


the speed of sound. Within 
three minutes, he was 
pronounced dead 

It was what remained after- 
wards that best described an ex- 
ecution that had been so 
painstakingly orchestrated. In 
the plywood that bad been be- 
hind the convict, the bullets had 
made just a single hole, about 
a third of an inch deep and so 
narrow that a dime would have 
covered iL 

Thus, Utah, which in 2002 
will be host to the Winter 
Olympics, was a state experi- 
encing relief yesterday. For 
many among its majority Mor- 
mon population who still believe 
in the teachings of their 
church's earliest leaders, the re- 
quired "blood atonement 71 had 
been duly achieved But while 
blood had been spilled - a 
slowly spreading patch of damp- 
ness on Taylor’s dark prison 
jumpsuit where a small while 
target had been placed indi- 
cating his heart- there had been 
no ghastly gushing and no gore. 
“It was like clockwork," the 
prison warden. Hank GaJetka. 
declared. “It went as 
rehearsed." 

When Gilmore was shot for 
the killing of a motel derk, he 
was strapped to a simple office 
chair. Whisky had been smug- 
gled in to the chamber, and 
money changed hands as re- 
porters bought the accounts of 
witnesses. And there was no 
metal pan under the chair to 
catch his blood Bui Taylors 


Prison log of Taylor’s last night 


19.44 Taylor asked if he could have his antacid liquid. 
Warden Gafetjka stated he would take care of this. 

19-46 Inmate Taylor received his antacid. 

20.01 Deputy Warden offers Inmate Taylor more soda, 
pizza, coffee. Taylor declines. 

20.15 Chaplin Rodriguez and John Taylor are discussing 
prayers and the “After Life". 

21.41 Taylor's mood appears positive. 

2L56 Inmate Taylor still talking to his Attorneys. Seems 
to be in good spirits and adamant to proceed. 

22.10 Constant conversation, sprinkled with frequent 
laughter. Taylor seems relaxed and almost happy. 

22.45 Inmate Taylor is visiting Attorneys Rogers and 
Brass and Father Rodriguez. They are singing 
hymns at this time. 

22.48 Father Rodriguez reading scriptures. Taylor is 
crying, sitting very still with head bowed. 

23.35 Warden Galetka asks Taylor if he wants to wear 
his glasses for the execution. Taylor says, “There 
is no need for them." 

234)0 Taylor taken out of death watch area. Area secured. 



Killer: John Albert Taylor shackled In his cell Victim: Charia King, seven, 1984 \ Photographs: AP 


passing was like Gilmore’s in er, had opted for death by fir- 
one respect. He never once mg squaa rather than by lethal 
wavered from his determination injection, 
to go through with iL Even at Beverly DeVqy, a freelance 
the last moment, he could have journalist who was one of Tay- 
asked to resume his appeals toris three invited witnesses, said 
process. But be did noL And it health problems - an enlarged 
was he who, one month earii- heart, bleeding ulcers and 


swollen legs and feet - bound progress reports typed out 
him to his death wish. He did hourly from mid-afternoon and 
not want to diealoae in his cell, distributed to the media, 
she said. For example: 22.00 - Inmate 

Thylor’s mood in his final Tkylor seems to be in good spir- 
houffim a “death watch" cell ad- its. Visiting with his attorneys, 
jacent to tbe execution chain- 22.10 - Constant conversation, 
ber was depicted in pithy sprinkled with frequent laugh- 


ter. Only oocasiun^v 
their hints of angush; — * 
Taylor is crying, sitting ' XI > 

stm with his head boWLd. 

Even in hisdeath chair, when 
riven the opportunity to make 
atost- statement, Taylor* as 
sanguine.- “I would just liK*. ^ 
say to my family, my friends, as 
the poem was written: 
member me. but let me go . In 
a whisper, he added - - “Thai $ ,l * 

The warden then retreated to 
the back of the 1 chamber, count- 
ed out loud to three and 
ordered, “Fire!" 

Taylor never confessed to 
the murder for which he was ex- 
ecuted. In an interview last 
Monday with two high -school 
reporters, he said again that he 
had not murdered Charia King. 
11. The girl was discovered 
dead on her bed by her moth- 
er, Shecron King, on 23 June 
1989 — naked, a telephone 
cord around her neck and her 
underwear stuffed in her 
mouth. Of Mrs King, "Ihylor 
y>a- “There’s really not much 
I nan say to her. I'm sorry for 
her loss ... I didn't do iL" 

Is Thyior's destined to be the 
last execution by the bullet in 
America? Perhaps. But recent 
attempts to introduce legislation 
to end the practice have stirred 
little support amongst state 
politicians. Nor was there much 
sign of sympathy for Taylor 
among the dtizemy as he per- 
ished on Thursday night How 
many were there in the con- 
gregation at a nighttime vigil in 


Hillary Clinton 
takes oath over 
Whitewater 


JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 

Hillary Ginton was testifying 
under oath yesterday before a 
grand jury seeking to establish 
whether she is deceitful or just 
plain disorganised. If the 23 
members of the grand jury, 
who conduct their work in to- 
tal secrecy, find sufficient evi- 
dence that the wife of the 
President of the United States 
lied, she could be indicted for 
conspiracy to obstruct justice. 

In the absence, however, of 
any clarity as to what exactly it 
is Mrs Ginton might be 
covering up. it appears more 
likely that the impact of tbe 
hearing will be more political 
than criminal, providing am- 
munition in this election year to 
those who question President 
Bill Clinton's judgement and 
integrity. 

Mrs Clinton's undignified or- 
deal yesterday, one never before 
endured by a First Lady, re- 
robes around a pile of legal doc- 
uments sought for two years by 
investigators into the complex 
Whitewater investment affair. 
The papers eventually turned up 
in the private quarters of the 
While House. 

The 116 pages contain the 
records of work done by Mrs 


Ginton 10 years ago as a part- 
ner in the Rose law firm in 
Arkansas on behalf of Madison 
Guaranty, a savings bank that 
went bankrupt and which was 
owned by the Clintons' partner 
in the ill-fated Whitewater 
property venture. 

Before a White House aide 
stumbled upon the documents, 
which were simply lying on a 
table in tbe First Family’s book 
room, three weeks ago, Mrs 
Clinton had maintained that her 
work for Madison Guaranty 
had been “minimal”. The 
records indicate that over 15 
months she did 60 hours of work 
for Madison. Debate continues 
over whether that was ‘‘mini- 
mal” involvement or noL 

Mrs Clinton said in a news- 
paper interview published yes- 
terday that it would be “a rcUef” 
to answer prosecutors' ques- 
tions. “This is not a first that I'm 
particularly pleased abouL”she 
said, “but 1 think that it's a nec- 
essary part of the investigation, 
and I intend to co-operate.” 

Speaking of what she called 
her “limited" work for Madison 
Guaranty, she said that had she 
foreseen 10 years ago that peo- 
ple “would try to distort it to un- 
dermine my reputation and my 
law practice, of course 1 would 
not have done iL” 


Yeltsin reshuffle 
ends with pledge to 
stand by reforms 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin yesterday declared 
that his government reshuffle 
was more or less complete, af- 
ter a turbulent lew weeks in 
which he has lurched towards 
the hardline camp and given his 
supporters at home and abroad 
a nasty dose of the jitters. 

The President also reiterat- 
ed his commitment to reforms 
- a move clearly intended to 
soothe international concern 
about the purge of top liberals 
from his administration and 
his attempt to use force to 
crush Chechen rebels in Dages- 
tan. And he was jubilant about 
Russia's acceptance on Thurs- 
day into the Council of Europe. 

However, with only Five 
months to go before a presi- 
dential election, he seems to be 
shifting his definition of re- 
form in the hope of winning 
over the millions of impover- 
ished Russians who. denied the 
fruits of the emerging free mar- 
ket, have turned to the Com- 
munists and ultra-nationalists. 

The Boris Yeltsin of 1V% no 
longer talks of ami-inflaliunary 
policies, but waxes lyrical about 
spending on social issues. Take 
the lost few days: he has agreed 
to pay more than S4.5hn 
(£2.9bn ) to Chechnya: ordered 
an increase in pensions and. stu- 
dent grants, and declared that 
a “President's social fund” 


would be set up lu cover gov- 
ernment workers’ salaries if 
their wages were delayed. 

Yesterday - despite reports 
that Russia’s new strategy could 
jeopardise a S9bn loan from the 
International Monetary Fund - 
there was more of the same: 
“The most important task is ... 
protection of die social and eco- 
nomic rights of the people." Mr 
Yeltsin told a meeting of re- 
gional officials. 

Meanwhile, the President de- 
fended his government purge by 
saying that it was "dictated by 
conditions”. As pan of this 
process, he has thrown over- 
board his chief economics 
strategist, Anatoly Chubais, his 
chief of staff, Sergei Filatov, and 
the Foreign Minister, Andrei 
Kozyrev. These changes have 
coincided with rumblings from 
Russia about a shift of focus 
away from the Wbsi and towards 
the East principally India, Chi- 
na and Iran. 

But there were signs yester- 
day that the recent friction with 
Washington, which was partic- 
ularly alarmed by the sackings, 
was beginning to case. After ini- 
tially turning down an invitation 
to Moscow from Russia's new’ 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. the US Secretary of 
State. Warren Christopher, has 
agreed to a private meeting with 
him in Helsinki on 10 and 11 
February, followed by an offi- 
cial visit to Moscow in March. 
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Fran kfurt massacre: Defence blames Russian mafia hitmen for killings at brothel for the rich 

Trial spotlights 
vice gang wars 


IMRE KARACS 
Bonn 

High-fliers, from the world of 0- 
narux: and prominent characters 
from Frankfurt's low life were 
brought together yesterday for 
the utal or Germany's most bru- 
tal killings in recent history. 

In the dock at Frankfurt's 
central court stood an ethnic 
German couple from eastern 
Europe, aeeused of strangling 
the owner of the most exclusive 
brothel in town along with his 
wife and four prostitutes. The 
six victims were forced to lie face 
down and then garrotted with 
electric wire on 16 August 1 994. 

Among the 7U witnesses to 
appear are the clients: business 
folk who had no trouble charg- 
ing the Tees of 350 marks (£160) 
an hour to their company ex- 
pense accounts. And watching 
alien tiwly from the fringes arc 
the shadowy Russian and 
Ukrainian mafias hauling for 
a piece of the action in Ger- 
many's lucrative sex market. 

It is a trial where some of the 
victims appear more sinister 
than the perpetrators. The 
brothel, a stuccoed villa a short 
taxi ride from Frankfurt's busi- 
ness district, was owned by Ga- 
bor and Ingrid Bartos, 
Hungarians with a taste for the 


good life and friends in high 
places. Though Bartos only em- 
ployed four prostitutes, he 
made enough money to own a 
private jcL which he used to fer- 
ry Russian women to Germany. 
He changed bis employees fre- 
quently. The four east Euro- 
pean prostitutes murdered that 
night had been in the country 
only for a few days. 

Though German detectives 
uncovered nothing when they 
retraced Bartos's steps to 
Budapest, suspicion lingers that 
he imported more than his fair 
share of women, provoking the 
wrath of big crime syndicates 
from the anarchic lands of the 
Former Soviet Union. That is 
certainly the assertion of the 
main accused, Eugcn Berwald, 
a 25-year-old immigrant from 
Moldova, who claims his only 
role in the crime was to let 
a Russian hit squad into the 
brothel on the night of the 
massacre. 

This yam was stretched to the 
limit of credibility when the de- 
fence yesterday railed a witness 
caught up in a government 
sting against plutonium smug- 
gling. The implication is that 
Banos earned his fortune in this 
business, but fell out in the end 
with his Russian partners. 

The police have a different 


story. Though they have been 
unable to exclude the link to or- 
ganised crime, the prosecutors 
say Berwald did all the killings, 
helped by his wife, Sofia, who 
worked at the brothel. Accord- 
ing to this scenario, the motive 
for the crime was greed, and the 
robbery went horribly wrong 
when the owner. Bartos, was ac- 
cidentally killed in the struggle 
us Berwald tried to lie him up. 
In a Gi of panic, Berwald is then 
alleged to have murdered every- 
body else slaying in the villa. 

The trial is set to run for 
three months, but it is unlikely 
that the whole truth will 
emerge. 

The case has already high- 
lighted, however, the growing 
strength of cast European crime 
gangs. 

Out of some 2UQ,000 licensed 
prostitutes, more than a quar- 
ter come, courtesy of the vari- 
ous syndicates, from eastern 
Europe. Some 15.000 to 20,000 
of these arc lured to Germany 
with promises of respectable 
jobs, only to find themselves in 
brothels against their will. 

In the vicious struggle for 
hegemony in this racket, the es- 
tablished’ German, Czech and 
Hungarian operators are being 
blown away by their new com- 
petitors from farther east. 
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Cafe rumours 
raise bomber 
from the dead 


Accused: Eugen Berwald in court charged with killing a brothel owner, his wife and 
four prostitutes. Berwald's wife, Sofia, feces robbery charges Photograph: AFP 


PATRICK COCKBURN 
and STEPHANIE NOLEN 

Jerusalem 

Is Yahya Ayyash, the Palestin- 
ian bomb-maker thought to 
have been killed three weeks 
ago by a booby-trapped mobile 
phone, alive and well and living 
in Gaza, Egypt or Sudan? Many 
Palestinians believe he is. In the 
coffee shops of the West Bank 
they talk as much about how he 
may have survived assassination 
as they do about the results of 
the Palestinian general election. 

“He knew they were coming,” 
said Sami Rashe, an accountant, 
suing in a caf£ in RamaUahJust 
north of Jerusalem. “He got a 
look-alike to stay in the house 
where he was hiding — and he 
got away.” The body buried in 
the Martyrs' Cemetery in Gaza 
was not his. he added. 

The story seemed to gather 
a little substance last week 
when the Jordanian newspaper 
Al-Bilnd quoted an unidentified 
official of Hamas, the Jslamic 
organisation to which Ayyash 
belonged, as saying the tomb- 
maker had known that an Israeli 
attack was imminenL A Hamas 
colleague, eager for martyr- 
dom, look the fatal phone call. 
This enabled Ayyash to evade 
his Israeli pursuers again and es- 
cape out of the back door. 

It is not surprising that Pales- 
tinians want to believe that 
Ayyash is still alive. The exper- 
tise required to send a suicide 
bomber to blow up a civilian bus 
is not very great, but Palestini- 


ans liked the idea that here was 
a Palestinian the Israelis feared. 
“They have the atomic bomb 
and we have Ayyash,” said one. 

Some Hamas leaders want to 
quash the rumours. At a memo- 
rial rally for Ayyash in Gaza, 
their spokesman, Mahmoud 
Zahhar, made a special refer- 
ence to the stories ol the 
bomber being alive: “Despite 
what you bear. I saw him my- 
self and he was dead.” 

But Mr Rashe in R amall ah 
said: “Sure, they saw some- 
body who was dead. But if the 
bomb blew his bead apart, how 
can they know it was Yahya?” 

There is another, more sub- 
stantial. reason why Palestinians 
think there was something pe- 
culiar about the assassination. 
For a man who must have 
known he was No I target for 
Israel’s Shin Bet security 
agency, he took very few pre- 
cautions and had been staying 
in the same bouse in Beit 
Lahiya refugee camp for 
months. If the legend of 
Ayyash's ability to avoid detec- 
tion was true, he must have 
known the Israelis would find 
him. Could he, therefore, have 
used the assassination plot to es- 
cape Israeli retribution by pre- 
tending it had succeeded? 

A more likely explanation is 
that Ayyash's reputation as “the 
Engineer ” first promoted by the 
Israeli media and then picked 
up by the Palestinians, was in- 
flated, but in West Bank coffee 
shops this theory will find few 
takers. 


Peking unveils HK 
‘shadow government’ 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

With all the pomp and cere- 
mony of a state occasion. Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin yesterday 
presided over a ceremony in the 
Great Hail of the People to es- 
tablish officially the Peking- 
appointed Preparatory 
Committee, which will deter- 
mine how Hong Kong will be 
governed after 30 June 1997. 

Nationalism was the theme of 
the gathering, broadcast live and 
billed by Peking as marking the 
start of the “final stage” of the 
transfer of Hong Kong’s sov- 
ereignty to China, now 17 
months away. “The most im- 
portant thing is to unite all pa- 
triots in Hong Kong," Mr 
Jiang said. “Under the flag of 
loving the motherland and lov- 
ing Hong Kong, the Preparatory 
Committee can unite all forces 
that can be united." 

The 150 committee mem- 
bers will in theory make some 
of the key decisions affecting 
Hong Kong's future, though it 
remains to be seen bow much 
its Hong Kong members can in- 
fluence the panel’s Peking boss- 
es. Ninety-four members come 
from Hong Kong, the rest from 
the mainland. Missing from 
the body, when it was an- 
nounced last year, were any 
members of the Democratic 
Party, the most popular politi- 
cal party in Hong Kong. 

The Preparatory Committee 
is to appoint a 400 -strong Se- 
lection Committee, which will 
choose a “chief executive”, the 
most important post in Hong 
Kong when it becomes a so- 
called Special Administrative 
Region of China next year. 


Given Peking’s unilateral de- 
cision to disband Hong Kong’s 
existing Legislative Council, 
the committee also will decide 
how to set up an interim ap- 
pointed legislature to take over 
the moment sovereignty re- 
verts to the mainland. It wul also 
plan China's side of the han- 
dover ceremony and other cel- 
ebrations. 

The committee will have its 
headquarters in Peking, but 



Jiang: Beating nationalist 
drum over Hong Kong 

there will be a secretariat in 
Hong Kong to liaise with the 
Hong Kong government. Still 
unclear is the extent to which 
the existence of the Preparato- 
ry Committee will undermine 
the authority of the Hong Kong 
government, and divide loyal- 
ties of the colony's dvil servants 
if it becomes a de facto “shad- 
ow" government For Mr Jiang, 
the successful return of Hong 
Kong is a key element in boost- 
ing his image as the “core" of 
the new leadership, as China 
awaits the death of Deng Xi- 
aoping, the ailing patriarch. 


Okinawa rocked 
by new rape case 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

The US forces have confirmed 
that another serviceman on the 
island of Okinawa has been 
charged with raping a girl three 
days before the reopening of a 
gang-rape trial that has under- 
mined the Japan ese-US military 
relationship. 

Senior Airman Anthony 
’Williams, 24, has been charged 
under US military law with 
rape and indecent "acts involv- 
ing an under-age girl and with 
supplying alcohol to minors. 
The attack took place after a 
party last month at Kadena air 
base. The victim is American, 
the 14-year-old daughter of an- 
other airman at the base. 

On Monday a court in Naha. 
Okinawa's capital, will hear 
dosing arguments in the trial of 
three servicemen charged with 
raping a 12-year-old Japanese 
in September. The case caused 
uproar and prompted calls for 
Lhe US presence on the island 
to be cut. In November the De- 
fense Secretary, William Perry, 
visited Tokyo to try to calm the 
waters. The issue will head the 


agenda when President Bill 
Clinton meets Ryu taro Hashi- 
moto, the Prime Minister, in 
April. A joint group is to discuss 
“consolidation" and possible 
relocation of some facilities 
but both sides say overall troop 
levels are not up for negotiation. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
underlines the danger that, just 
as the US is mending fences 
over the September rape, an- 
other case will reinforce calls for 
troop cuts. It is Lhe third re- 
ported rape since September 
but the first in which charges 
have been brought. Women’s 
groups in Japan say many cas- 
es never get to court, because 
of shame on the part of the 
Japanese victim or cover-ups bv 
the mililaiy. 

The Stars and Snipes military 
newspaper gave the outlines of 
last month’s attack. The moth- 
er of the girl was quoted as say- 
ing officers, including her 
husband's commanding offi- 
cer. had discouraged the fami- 
ly from publicising the case. “He 
said this could blow up bigger 
than the O J Simpson cascand 
that they’d never be able to get 
an impartial jury." 
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Sir John 
Badenoch 


John Badenoch was among (he 
tw-si of generalists, with a superb 
opinion across the whole Geld 
ot medicine. 

, s*on of a family doctor 
he carried the ideals of gener- 
al practice into his consultant 
work. Never neglecting clinical 
Stolls and the science of medi- 
ane. he brought to his patients 
a nlend of family doctor wisdom 
and comfort, combined when 
necessary with the*™ has of an 
eminent consultant physician. 
He was by speciality's gas- 
troenterologist. but his practice 
was much wider than that. 

These qualities, apparently 
elTortless, were underpinned 
by long hours of work with his 
patients and their families as 
well as at bis desk. Equally at 
home with sick car workers 
from Cowley as with important 
personages in Oxford (and they 
with him), he had a natural tal- 
ent for discovering covert con- 
sequences of an illness and in 
dealing with them, ft was as- 
tonishing to his colleagues that 
he could combine all this with 
so much advisory and commit- 
tee work at which he also ex- 
celled - locally in Oxford, for 
government departments, for 
the Royal College of Physi- 
cians and other medical schools. 
He was in demand as an ex- 
aminer in medical trials and a 
key figure in the planning of new 


Re- 



Badenoch: human touch 

clinical schools in Cambridge 
and as far afield as Sultan 
Qabooe University in Oman. 

Ail this combined with col- 
lege and university responsi- 
bilities would have exhausted a 
lesser man. If such a load of 
labour and age did not wither 
him, be did sometimes look as 
though it had. 

Badenoch came up to Oriel 
College, Oxford, in 1938 and at- 
tended the wartime Clinical 
School at the Raddiffe Infir- 
mary. There he was awarded a 
prestigious Rockefeller Stu- 
dent's Fellowship which took 
him to Cornell Medical School 
in New York in 1941. His return 
took some three months, his 
ship repeatedly setting out and 
returning, with one episode of 
rescue from the icy Atlantic. He 
reappeared in Oxford with a 
hint of an American cadence in 
his speech to become Professor 
Leslie Wilts’s house physician 
in the Nuffield Department of 
Medicine in 1943 and to mar- 
ry Anne Forster a year later. 

Military service then sepa- 
rated them and took him as 
medical officer of the West 
African Rifles to Nigeria and 
the Gold Coast (Ghana) before 
his return to Seven oaks in com- 
mand of the military hospital 
there. After he was demobilised 
in 1948, his father’s death led 
to a short period in the family 
practice at Leyton in London 
until he returned in 1949 to 


Wills's department as a 
search Fellow. 

There he joined Dr Sheila 
Callender in studying the prob- 
lems of malabsorption from 
the gut. He made particular use 
ot radio-isotopes in this work, 
which formed the basis of his 
Goulstonian lecture to the Roy- 
al College of Physicians in 1%0. 

He could have continued a 
fine career in academic medi- 
cine but was drawn instead to 
clinical work. His opinion be- 
came widely sought and this led 
to a move from the academic 
unit to an NHS consultaniship 
in (he United Oxford Hospitals 
in 1966. Before that he had 
made his mark as a teacher m 
the young clinical school as its 
Director of Studies between 
1954 and 1965. 

In the late 1960s and 1970s 
the demands on his time as a 
clinician were supplemented 
by an almost overwhelming 
load of committee work, on the 
Board of Governors of the 
United Oxford Hospitals, later 
the Area Health Authority, and 
most importantly on the plan- 
ning committee of the New 
John Raddiffe Hospital. 

His clinical practice re- 
mained a huge commitment in 
which his devoted patients were 
never allowed to he aware of the 
pressures under which he 
worked. Despite long hours, he 
always found time for family, for 
interests in photography and or- 
nithology and for a pre-work 
ward round of the contents 
of his greenhouse usually 
beginning at 6am or earlier. 

There were important con- 
tributions to the university too 
at this time. He became a Fel- 
low of Merton College in 1965, 
its Subwarden in 1976-78 and 
Emeritus Fellow in 1987. He 
was Pro- Proctor of the univer- 
sity in 1967-68, when his son 
James took his BA in law. 

After his retirement in 1985 
the pace hardly slackened. 
Badenoch served on the Gen- 
eral Medical Council in the 
1980s. as an urbane chairman 
of the Joint Committee on Pe- 
culation and Immunisation, of 
the committee of inquiry on the 
outbreak of Legionnaires' Dis- 
ease in Stoke-on-Trent and of 
the Committee of the Depart- 
ment of Environment con- 
cerning contamination of water 
supplies by ciyptosporidiosis. 
Generations of overseas doctors 
had reason to thank him for his 
care of their postgraduate 
teaching when he was the Hans 
Sloane Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians. 

John Badenoch’s family ori- 
gins were in Badenoch country 
around the upper strata of the 
Spey and in Banffshire. He 
showed the characteristics of the 
best of the north-east Scot, 
thorough, infinitely patient, 
compassionate, wise and with a 
great human touch. He was at 
his happiest in the family home 
at Portsoy in Banffshire, where 
be is to be buried. 

J. G. G. Led Ingham 



‘Marvellous nttte feet*: Rowe as the doU to Robert Quinautt's Harlequin in La Poapie d'Arteqttin 


Iris Rowe 


Iris Rowe achieved youthful 
fame as both a classical and an 
acrobatic dancer. Together with 
Robert Quinault, she toured 
widely in Europe and America. 
Their most popular creation. La 
Poupee d’.Aiiequin , a charming 
dance interlude in which Har- 
lequin. danced by Quinault, 
performs an acrobatic sketch 
with his doU (Iris Rowe), re- 
ceived acclaim on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

Rowe's career started under 
the British dance teacher Mar- 
garet Morris, who described her 
as “one of my first and best 
pupils". By the age of 12 Iris 
Rowe was taking leading roles 
in Morris's Children’s Seasons 
in London, and touring to Liv- 
erpool and Manchester. In 
1915, at (he age of 14, she 
played Puck in Ben Greet’s 
production of A Midsummer 
Niglu's Dream at the Old Vic, 
and was entrusted by Morris 
with sole responsibility for the 
arrangement of the dances. 

After the Second World War 
she joined C-B. Cochran, danc- 
ing in his revues at the London 
Palladium. It was here, in the re- 
vue of 1920. London, Paris and 
New York, that she met Robert 
Quinault of the Paris Opdra 
Comique, who was making bis 
debut in England, and to whose 
Harlequin she danced Col* 


John Badenoch, physician: bom 
8 March 1920; Director, Clinical 
Studies, Oxford University 1954- 
65; Consultant Physician, Ox- 
fordshire Health Authority 
1956-85; University Lecturer in 
Medicine, Oxford University 
1956-85; Kt 1934; Emeritus Fel- 
low, Merton College, Oxford 
1987; married 1944 Anne Forster 
( two sons, two daughters); died 
16 January 1996. 


umbine. The following year 
saw her only venture into film , 
when she played the leading 
lady in a British Scrccncraft Pro- 
duction directed by C.C. 
Calvert, entitled Roses in the 
Dust. She then rejoined Quin- 
aulL forming the partnership for 
which she was perhaps best 
known. She spent two years in 
America as leading dancer in 
the Ziegfeld Follies, but re- 
mained comparatively unknown 
in England. In 1930 she re- 
turned to England, posing to il- 
lustrate a series of articles on 
technique by Tamara Karsavina 
in the Dancing Times, and in an- 
other Cochran revue, under- 
studying the Russian dancer 
Alice Nikitina. 

The critic Arnold Haskell, in 
an article in the Dancing Times , 
considered that she eclipsed her 
Russian rival in technique, 
artistry and charm. “Here is an 
artist," be wrote, “who so far has 
had far less opportunity than she 
deserves ... an English dancer, 
famous on the Continent, 
whose talent is only guessed at 
in England." 

He went on to quote the ver- 
dict of the Russian critic Andr6 
Levinson, who was never lavish 
in his praise: "She will be a big 
star -marvellous little feet, re- 
markably well placed, a mag- 
nificent "impetus in all gyratory 


Peter Stadlen 


movements, steel muscles, 
childish grace and suppleness. 
Here then are rare things 
united in one s mall person." 

This promise seems never to 
have been realised in full. Her 
career, continued for a few 
more years, with appearances 
with such names as Serge Lifar, 
Anton Dolin and Stanislas Idzi- 
nowsky, after which she seems 
to have lost touch with the 
world of dance completely and 
permanently. 

Rowe was also, from early 
youth, an accomplished artist, 
with a charming and ori ginal 
style. At the age of 10 she was 
awarded a Royal Drawing So- 
ciety prize, and a number of her 
drawings were published in 
magazines and annuals in her 
early teens, with the encour- 
agement of the publisher J.M. 
Dent Later she designed cos- 
tumes and illustrations for her 
dances and worked briefly for 
an art agency after leaving the 
theatre. 

After her second marriage in 
1939 she devoted herself to 
her family and to her garden, 
rarely mentioning her past. 

Felicity Wild 


Iris Caroline Rowe, dancer and 
artist: bom London 10 October 
1900; twice married (one daugh- 
ter); died 6 January 1996. 


Bayan North cott [obituaries, 
23 January] does not mention 
Peter Stadlen's enforced war- 
time sojourn in Australia, writes 
Ronald StenL 

Like thousands of other Ger- 
man and Austrian refugees, 
Stadlen was interned in the 
summer of 1940 and shipped 
under atrocious conditions to 
Australia. The Home Office, re- 
acting to an application signed 
by Thomas Mana, Yehudi 
Menuhin and Eleanor Roo- 
sevelt, amongst others, had 
actually ordered his release, 
but, by the time it did so. 


Stadlen was already on the 
high seas. 

On board ship he was a con- 
stant source of cheer to his fel- 
low prisoners, encouraging 
them to sing. Among the few 
possessions he managed to 
bring was a piano transcript of 
Handel’s Israel in Egypt. One in- 
ternee had brought his violin, 
and on precious lavatory paper 
Stadlen transcribed the score for 
the violin and voices. 

Once the internees were set- 
tled in a camp in the New 
South Wales bush, Stadlen 
formed a choir of 75 male voic- 


es and arranged a concert per- 
formance of Handers work in 
front of the camp officers and 
local dignitaries. Later on there 
were performances of Mozart’s 
C Major Mass, of a Palestrina 
Mass and of the Prisoner 
Chorus of FideUo. 

It took over a year before 
Stadlen was returned to Eng- 
land. When he finally disem- 
barked at Liverpool he heard 
on the tannery that Dr \bugh- 
an Williams wanted him to get 
in touch urgently. He told me 
some years ago that this pleased 
him greatly. 


Edward Thomas 


Edward Thomas worked for 
British intelligence in different 
capacities but with equal dis- 
tinction throughout his life, 
during the Second World War 
as a naval intelligence officer 
and at Bletchley Park, after- 
wards at the Joint Intelligence 
Bureau, and latterly on the of- 
ficial history of British intelli- 
gence in the Second World 

War 

At Bletchley in 1942 to 1943, 
he joined the naval component 
of the 24-hour watch which, 
working in shifts, translated 
and annotated German and 
Italian signals from the Western 
Desert and the Mediterranean 
and transmitted them to the Ad- 
miralty and to the naval, army 
and air commands in the Mid- 
dle East. This service was 
among Bletchley’s most im- 
portant contributions to the 
Allied war effort; it was direct- 
ly instrumental in first delaying 
and then defeating Rommel in 
the desert, and was valuable, if 
less decisive, during the 
Tunisian campaign. 

Thomas was born in 1918, 
and educated at Portsmouth 
and Guildford Grammar 
Schools and then, from 1937 to 
1940. at King’s College London. 
In 1940, haring joined the 
RNVR, he was posted as a naval 
intelligence officer to Iceland, 
where his duties included the 
management of the station that 
took direction-finding bearings 
on the radio tra nsmis sions of 
German U-boats. In February 
1942 he was transferred to 
Bletchley Park, which was then 
experiencing a great surge in the 
its decryptions. 

At the end of the war in 
Africa, in May 1943, Thomas 
was posted as intelligence offi- 
cer and adviser on signals in- 
telligence to the Commander- 
in-chief Home Fleet In this ca- 
pacity his knowledge of the 


German navy’s signal routines 
and of Bleichley's cryp (analyt- 
ical procedures was called upon 
during many operations off the 
Norwegian coast and on the 
Arctic convoy routes, and nor 
least during the operation in 
which the Home Fleet de- 
stroyed the battle cruiser 
Sdiamhorst in December 1943. 
He once said that he would nev- 
er forget the terrible sight of the 
Schamhorst glowing red-hot 
throughout, from stern to stem, 
in the Arctic darkness in the 
minutes before she sank. It was 
after this engagement that, on 
the recommeadatioa of the 
Commander-in-Chief, Admi- 
ral Sir Bruce Fraser, he was 
awarded his DSC. 

In 1946 Thomas joined the 
Joint Intelligence Bureau, 
which was then replacing the 
wartime Joint Intelligence 
Committee as the agency for 
Central Intelligence analysis. He 
served in this until 1970, when 
he took early retirement to 
pursue hts other interests. 
These were many and varied. 
Effective and enthusiastic in all 
he did, he was an expert gar- 
dener - so expert that on a vis- 
it to Malaysia, he discovered the 
plant named after him, Fiff- 
istigma Thomasii - and a fine 
musician, the life and soul of 
more than one local orchestra. 
The nephew of the poet Edward 
Thomas, be was an attentive 
guardian of the memory of his 
uncle’s life and works as co- 
President of the Edward 
Thomas Society. From time to 
time he translated a German 
book for British publishers. 
Above all, however, he loved his 
family and cherished his friends; 
and his friends were legion for, 
just as he did not accept fools 
gladly, he excelled in keeping 
old friendships and making new . 
ones. 

Despite the call of these oth- 
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er interests, his early retirement 
did not succeed in extricating 
him from the world of intelli- 
gence. In 1971 he became a 
founder member of the team 
that was being appointed to pro- 
duce the official history, British 
Intelligence in the Second World 
War, a project with which be 
stayed till the publication of the 
fourth and penultimate vol- 
ume in 1988. His dedication to 
this work over so many years 
was indispensible to its 
progress; and as the volumes he 
helped to produce were without 
precedent and without parallel, 
m that no other government has 
sanctioned so full and frank an 
account of its most secret ac- 
tivities, they form a fitting 
memorial to his many Lalents. 

He married in 1964 Ruth 
Dyson, till recently Professor of 
Harpsichord at the Royal Col- 
lege of Music. She survives him 
together with his son and 
daughter from an earlier 
marriage. 

Harry Hinsley 

Edward Castaway Thomas, in- 
telligence officer bom Hidton-on- 
Thames 16 May 1918: DSC 
1945: twice married (one son, one 
daughter); died Dorking, Surrey 
22 January 1996. 


George Sinclair-Stevenson 


George Sinclair-Stevenson was 
once the doyen of the lawyers 
of Hong Kong. 

The personification of the 
Englis h gentleman, he was el- 
egantly mannered, discreet, and 
dressed to match. He was of a 
family which helped establish 
the good name of Britain in the 
wodd and in its third generation 
to be bora abroad. He inherit- 
ed from an Argentinian great- 
uncle the title of Baron of 
Belgrano but he never used ft. 

He was brought up and ed- 
ucated in New Jersey. But m 
1924 Cheltenham College be- 
came his Alma Mater, then 
Peterboose, Cambridge, where 
he graduated in Modern Lan- 
guages and Law. He qualified 
as a lawyer in 1926. 

A true patriot, he joined the 
Supplementary Reserve in 1938 
and was gazetted as an officer 
into the Coldstream Guards. Six 
foot six inches tall, handsome 
and debonair, he looked the 
part. A year later he was living 
it in full measure. A gifted lin- 
guist, he acted as a liaison offi- 
cer with Allied forces in North 
Africa, Belgium and Germany. 

He returned to law in 1946 
but, after three years, was at- 
tracted to Macmillans the pub- 
lishers, and appointed bead of 
their Amsterdam office. In 1951 
he foisook publishing for gen- 
eral trading, to become vice- 
president of the house of 
Bunge, in Tbkyo- When be ac- 
cepted a three-year contract 
with a small firm of solicitors in 
Hong Kong, the arrangement 
proved so satisfactory that he 
bought out the firm and retitled 


it Stevenson. Low. From then 
until his retirement in 1991, he 
was its senior partner, legal 
adviser to the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank, and the hold- 
er of a number of directorships 
and consultancies. 

A gregarious and clubbable 
man. George Sinclair-Stevenson 
was President of the Law Soci- 
ety of Hong Kong and of the 
Hong Kong Society of No- 
taries, a member of the Hong 
Kong General Chamber of 
Commerce and of the Supreme 
Court Rules Committee. He 
was also twice President of the 
Hong Kong YMCA and an ac- 
tive member of the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club, part-owning 
several horses. 

Sinclair-Stevenson had a pro- 
nounced. albeit discreet, love of 
life’s pleasures. He kept a 
gourmet’s cellar and was a 
founder member of Hong 
Kong’s Tuesday Club, a gath- 
ering of the community’s high- 
fliers. He loved women, too, and 
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was married four times; first in 
1938 to his compatriot Gloria 
Gordon. Their only child, the 
publisher Christopher Sinclair- 
Stevenson, inherits the title of 
Baron. His second wife was Bel- 
gian, Lydia Eggerick, who died. 
In 1966 he married Marie Pui- 
Lai Young, a Chinese, a mar- 
riage that lasted for 25 years. His 
fourth wife was Swiss. Dynam- 
ic and attractive, Sonja lindblad 
was the vice-president of the 
Lindblad Travel shipping line. 
But he had become pessimistic 
about Hong Kong. In a vale- 
dictory speech he said, “I have 
seen the better years of Hong 
Kong. I do not really want to 
watch the end of them all." 

He and Sonja Lindblad re- 
tired to the Mediterranean is- 
land of Gozo, Malta. There, 
they married and magnificent- 
ly reconditioned an old farm- 
house to which friends from all 
over the world came to visit 
them. Both continued to be con- 
sulted and, right up until his 
death, Hong Kong people con- 
tinued to seek the opinion of 
this scholarly and silken man 
with the common touch. 

Avril Mollison 

George Egbert Sinclair- 
Stevenson, lawyer bom Lang- 
ford, New Jersey 25 December 
1911; MBE 1946; senior partner, 
Stevenson, Low 1951-91; married 
1938 Gloria Gordon ( one son ; 
marriage dissolved 1947), 1948 
Lydia Eggerick ( died 1965), 1966 
Marie Pui-Lai Young ( marriage 
dissolved 1992), 1992 Sonja 
Liruiblad; died Gozo , Malta 14 
January 1996. 


AoboancemenUi for Gax ette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths. Memo- 
rial services, Weddi ag anniversaries, hj 

Memoriam) should be sent in writing 
to Uw Gazette Edboi; The Independent, 
1 fwifa Square. Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
20X1 (24-faoor answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or faxed to 0171-293 
2010, ood are ch arged at £630 a hue 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements i notices, fhn etfo ws. Fnrth- 
couxiiig marriages, Marriages) must be 
submitted in writing tor Cased) and are 
charged at £10 a hoe, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone nmnben 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rachel Barnes. 
“Looking Backwards (iv): SfanGogfa, 
An Autumn Garden". 12pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Frances Muster, “)7tb- and ISth-cen- 
tay Fashionable Dress" 1 , 230pm. 
Hite Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Reaty-Made An", 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Aim 
KodkrC “Diaghdev in London", 
3pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Painters’ Points of View* , 2JOpm- 
National Portrait Gallery: Rose- 
mary Kelly, “The THal and E i cnrt ion 
of King Charles r, 3pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tin PriKcornUo. Viw-ftrwfcM. Primal 
Thro, amnmmjada Mb Bowxnjr ^ Vettf ■> up- 
Uvrriog a lecture aboct the pnks u 
m jhJ of the NatfcmaJ Thm in ifce Beak DisncL 
and attgnifc j recepma at tbe Bacon Optra 
Hume. Burton. Dotydnic. 

Changing of the Guard 

TOtJAt The Household Orah> 
imem roue Utc QaccoV Life Gsard at 
Cauda, HUB. TOMORROW: The HouriwM 
Grab* Khmmed Rrctmest mounts ibe 
Life Gmnl at Bant Guards. Item: Id Briuban 
Indi Gmnfc nwunls lie Qatar t Guant ai 
Bmfchalm u ftdue. lUttna. band pronto) b> 
ibcVfc&iOoanfa. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Mohamed AFFayed, 
chair man of Harrods Holdings, 63; 
Professor Gillian Beer, President of 
Clare Halt. Cambridge. 61; Mr 
Nicholas Bomford. Headmaster, 
Harrow, 57; Sir Wilfrid Bourne QC, 
former Permanent Secretary, Lord 
Chancellor's Office, 74; Dr Robert 
Burchfield, former editor of the Ox- 

film designer, 71; Mr Michael 
Coffins, clarinettist, 34; Sir Kenneth 
Onfield, former chairman, STC, 72; 
Mrs Mairead Conigan-Maguire. 
joint Nobel Peace priz e winner, 52; Mr 
Michael Craig, actor and playwright, 
67; Baroness Oimberiege. Under- 
secretary, Department afHeahfa, 53: 
Lord Dunboyne, former circuit 
judge, 79; Sir John Eocles, physioF 
ogist, 93; Air Commodore the Hon 
Timothy EJworlhy, Captain of the 
Queen’s Flight, 58; The Right Rex- 
Henry Halsey, former Bishop of 
Cai&Ie, 77; Brigadier Rita Hennessy, 
former matron-in-diieL QARANC, 
63; Mr John Hopkins, playwright, 65; 
Se^ Redexiro Mayor Zarajprza, Di- 
rector-General, Unesco. 62; Mr Alan 
MQbum MR 38; Miss Nina Mflkma. 
cencert pianist, 77; Baroness Rawl- 
ings, former MER 57; Mr Mordecai 
Richter, norelist and playwright. 65; 
Lord Rh, actor and fanner seaerary- 
general of Mencap, 72; Mr Roger 
Sims MP, 66; Mr Neville Trotter MP, 
64; Sir wntiam van Smiftenzee, far- 
mer MP, 72; Lord Vinson, inventor, 
and Chairman. Institute of Eco- 
nomic Affairs. 65, 

TOMORROW Mr Alan Alda, actor, 
60; Mr Bobby Ball comedian. 52; Mr 
Mihail Ratys hnikn v, dancer. 4& 
Mr Acker Bilk, jazz clarinettist, 66; 
Mr James Callaghan MP. 69; Miss 
Enid Castle, Principal, Cheltenham 
Lakes’ College, 60: Sir Oliver 
Chesterton, chattered surveyor, 83; 
Mr lames Gan MP, 52: Mr John Ed- 
monds, general secretary. GMB. 52: 


Mr Michael fitted!, former chairman. 
Norwich Union Insurance, b& Mr 
Glyu Ford, MER 46; Sir Anthony 
Gamer, parfiamentaiy and public af- 
fairs consultant. 69; Miss Frances 
Gumtey. television and radio pro- 
ducer and broadcaster, 41 ; Mr John 
Hughes, former Principal of RnsJrin 
College, Oxford, 69; Mr Bill Jordan, 
president, AEEU, 60; Sir Timothy 
Kjison. chairman. Provident Finan- 
cial pic. and former MP, 65; Profes- 
sor David Lodge, author, 61; Mr 
Alfred Marks, actor and comedian, 
75; The Rev David Morris, MEP, 66: 
Mr Claes Oldenburg, pop artist, 67; 
Mr Gordon Prentice MR 45; Mr Nick 
Rayusford MP.51; Mr Ronnie Scon, 
jazz musician, Maj-Gen Martin 
Simian, former senior executive and 
secretary. Kennel Oub, 6& Sir Trevor 
Skeet MP, 78; Mr Ian Sloane, am- 
bassador to Mongolia, 58; Professor 
John Tavener, composer, 52; Mr 
David Thompson, former chairman. 
Rank Xerox UK. 64; Sir Michael 
Weir, former diplomat, 71; The Rev 
Barrington White, former Princi- 
pal. Regent’s Park College, Oxford, 
62: The Right Rev James Whyte, for- 
mer moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Chinch of Scotland. 76; 
Lord Wind) es ham. Principal, 
Brasenose College, Oxford, 64; 
Robert Wyatt, rock musician. 5L 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, composer, 1756; Samuel 
Palmer, landscape painter, 1805; 
Lewis Carroll (Charles Luraridge 
Dodgsonk author. 1832; Jerome 
David Kern, composer. 1S85; Dya 
Grigoiyetieh Ehrenburg, poet and 
novelist- 1S91. Deaths: Giuseppe 
Fonuatno Francesco Verdi, com- 
poser. 1901; Giovanni Verga. ntn’el- 
ist and playwright. 1922; Dame Gwen 
Ffiasgcon-Davks, actress, 1992 On 
tins daw the independence of Greece 
was proclaimed, 1&22 a patent Cor 
the electric bmp was taken out by 


Thomas A. Edison, 1879; television 
was first demonstrated publicly by 
John Logie Baird, 1926; a ceasefire 
began in Vietnam. 1 973. Ibdaj is the 
Feast Day of Si Angela Merid, St Ju- 
lian of he Mans, St Marius or May 
and St VI tali an. pope. 

TOMORROW: Births: Charles 
George Gordon, general and hero of 
Khartoum, 1833; Colette (Gabrielle 
Sidonie Colette} author, 1873; Artur 
Rubinstein, pianist, 1889; Paul Jack- 
son Pollock, abstract artist, 1912. 

Deaths Charl emagne , Fr ankish em- 
peror, 814; King Henry VIIL 1547; 
Sir Frauds Drake, sailor, at sea 
1596; Sir Thomas Bodley, founder of 
the Bodleian Library. 1613; William 
Butler Yeats, poet and playwright, 
1939; Herbert Ernest Bates, novel- 
ist. 1974. On this day: the Diet of 
Worms began, 1521; Independent 
on Sunday was first published, 1990. 
Tomorrow is the Feast Day of St 
Amadeus of Lausanne, St Paulinos 
of Aqufieia, St Peter Nolasco. St ft- 
ter Thomas and St Thomas Aquinas. 

Luncheons 
Newsp ap er Conference 
Miss Betty Bootbroyd MP, Speaker 
of the House of Commons, was 
guest of honour and speaker at the 
annual luncheon of the Newspaper 
Conference held yesterday evening 
at the Loudon Hilton, London Wl. 
Mr John Hipwood, Chairman of 
the Conference, presided. 

Dinners 

Honourable Artillery Company 
Major D.P Gordon. Squadron Com- 
mander, Signal Squadron, Hon- 
ourable Artillery Company, presided 
at the Annual Dinner held yesterday 
evening in the Long Room at Ar- 
moury House, London EC1. Ll- 
Gen S. Cowan was the principal 
ouesL Lieutenant J A. Bowman also 


Public policy versus Christian principles 


One definition of a moral leader is one 
whom people are unwilling to follow. In 
all the discussions about hypocrisy and ed- 
ucation which have dominated this week, 
no one seems to have made the link be- 
tween Philip Lawrence, the headmaster 
killed outside his school, and tittle Joe 
Dromey, Harriet Harman’s son. 

Philip Lawrence has been almost 
canonised in death, and quite deserved- 
ly. He seems to have been a very good 
teacher and a much-loved man. His 
death, stabbed to death outside his school 
while defending pupils from a gang of bul- 
lies, was a genuinely inspiring tragedy. 
There can hardly have been a parent m 
Britain who did not wsh that their own 
children were looked after by such a man. 
This reflection, however, will have been 
followed almost instantaneously by an- 
other: that if I have any choice in the mat- 
ter, my children are not going to attend 
a school where it is necessary for the head- 
master to lay down his life to defend them 
from other children, however infrequently 
this necessity may arise. 

Such a decision might disappoint Car- 
dinal Hume. He has fought bitter battles 
with Catholic parents in London about re- 
taining the comprehensive character of 
Catholic secondary schooling. Some of 
these may be due to the conviction, nat- 
ural to any former headmaster, that (he 
last people who should have anything to 
do with education policy are parents; more, 
I suspect, derive from a belief in com- 
munity. If Christianity is a universal reli- 
gion, then Christian schools, like families, 
should teach people to live together who 
would not if they had any choice in the 
matter share the same continent, let 
alone the same classroom. 


faith^j 


reason 


Andrew Brown considers the 
curious gap between the 
religious teachings that 
other people so obviously need, 
and those which we are 
prepared to tolerate ourselves. 


Only last week. Bishop David Konstant 
of Leeds told a conference of Catholic in- 
dependent schools that if forgone tax cuts 
meant that fewer parents could or would 
choose to have their children privately ed- 
ucated, this was “a sacrifice that should 
be made for the greater good of the whole 
community”. 

Joe Dromey ’s elder brother attends a 
Catholic school in the archdiocese of West- 
minster, so Ms Harman's decision must 
be seen as a slight on Catholic education 
policy as well as on that of old Labour. 
Like the rest of us middle-class types, she 
believes that even if society depends on 
the labour of heroes like Philip Lawrence, 
it is better for our own children to rely on 
the efforts of more average teachers. 

That the Catholic Church finds itself to 
the left of new Labour in this matter is yet 
another illustration of the extraordinary 
divide between what the churches actu- 
ally believe and practice, and what pub- 
lic opinion believes of them. The image 
of Philip Lawrence after his death was of 
a staunch defender of traditional values 


and moral absolutes against relativism. Yet 
the two don’t go together at all The moral 
absolutes propounded by Christian teach- 
ing have very little to do with traditional 
values, and this becomes increasingly 
dear as the churches in the West slide hack 
into a pre-Constantinian state of 
ineffectual purity. 

The values Lhat keep society going and 
which get governments elected are not uni- 
versale at aJL In a modern, well-polled 
democracy, getting elected depends on 
promising your supporters more at the ex- 
pense of the worthless parasites on the oth- 
er side. Families show a marked and 
frequently unreasonable preference for 
their own members. William Temple said 
that the Christian churches were the only 
institutions that existed for the benefit of 
people who are not members. It follows 
that public policy cannot be conducted by 
wholly Christian principles, since the po- 
litical world is composed of institutions 
which do exist for the benefit of their 
members, and shrivel if they forget this. 

This is not a startlingly new conclusion. 

It belongs in that wide list of things that 
the English churches now believe without 
anyone else noticing lhat they believe 
them. Yet the ironies to which it gives rise 
are only likely to multiply as the next elec- 
tion approaches. On education, on im- I 
migration, and on taxation the mainstream I 

churches turn out to be as close to Arthur j 

ScargiU as they are to any of the main- ! 
stream parties. And gening close to : 
Arthur is not what most people would un- i 
derstand as following the Messiah. Th ere 
must be something cxlremck siraniv 
and incoherent about our notion o! com- ; 
mumty when this can happen, even if i: 
happens largely unnoticed. 
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1, Eyeing the prize 


T WO years is a long mne to 

stalk your prey. In the 
City's infamously short- 
■ ■ - .mom: it a life- 
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term view, two years is a m- 
thne, and the risks mount with 
every passing week. Too many 

tifications, and the targets 
share price starts moving up- 
out of reach of a hostile bid. 

It is ?Tna?mg that Granada 
could target Forte for so tong 
without anybody outside the 
inner circle knowing. But n 

1 .1 nrtC \rpmt_ 


Being the illuminating tale^of 

how ‘Graham’ stole F 

under her masters nose, y 

Mathew Horsman and 
David Hellier 


offer- At a , haJ would 


m 
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before Granada finally i 

pounced on 22 November. 

Geny Robinson, Granada s 

chief executive, determined a 1 
code name early in the game- 
From now on. Forte would t>e 
known as “Fifi," a suitably 
derogatory moniker that 
painted the luxury hotels com- 
pany as fey, ffittish and profli- 

te. Granada would be Gra- 

...jm ”, after Graham Parrott, 
the company’s commercial 
director: a good honest name, 
unpretentious and reliable. 

Needless to say the names gave 

rise to plenty of rude jokes. 

There were two companies 
that die Irish-born Robinson 
wanted to buy in 1993, nether 
of them a pushover. One, Lwl, 
was a leading television pro- 
duction and broadcasting com- 
pany. The other was synony- 
mous with luxury and 

hospitality. , . ... 

Robinson and his chief lieu- 
tenant Charles Allen spent the 
autumn of 1993 mulling over 
the possibilities. Robinson was 
the strategist, the visionary, 
guided by simple principles of 
cost control and economies of 
scale Allen was the details 
man, indefatigable and voluble. 


intimately invoh«d 

discussions. Jolm Nel^n, the 

firm’s vice-chairman MdJoto 
Dear, the managmg dnector, 

took a personal uiterest,^^f 

that a hostile bid would gener 
ate milli ons for the bank. 

The team decided to launch 
the LWT bid first. 

Throughout 1994, 
Granada management worked 
on integrating LWT with i 
existing television operation^ 

“Once the LWT deal was 
done," Dear says, “it had to be 
bedded down before the com- 
pany could sensibly look at 
another acquisition- .. 

But Robinson and Allen kepi 
a close watch on Forte, and 
received reports fromLazard at 
regular intervals. They abo 
took turns visiting Forte hotels 
and restaurants: trying out 
menus, checking on service 
quality, timing waitresses, bays 
Robinson: “It was quite unfair 
- Charles got to stay at the 

George V whfle I stayed at the 

! Posthouse in Ipswich.” 

As yet, the visits were infor- 
mal. AUen and Robinson would 

I exchange anecdotes about a 
visit to a Happy Eater, or muse 
. about how one or another 


Posthouse might be tapraved. 

By the summer of 
Robinson was p or 

another acquis it« 

zsrssstz 

rfa*. but organic 

L£tb rould not deliver the 
Sts Robinson was ; used to 

delivering to shareholders. 

Moreover, the news from 
Lazard was encouraging. 
Forte’s share price was weak 

Sd Granada’s was strong, Nel- 
son and Dear pomt ed wt. 
Robinson had an excellent rep- 
utation in the City. They 
-So decided the Councfl ■ « 
Forte might not be *e obsta- 
cle that everyone had thought- 
On 2 August, Forte 

announced stronger hut s^l 

muted profits, followmg Sir 
rSS's two-year resmicturmg 
programme. Robinson saw tos 
chance- The next day, the bid 
. team was put on full war foot 
[ mg. Robinson lined up extra 

l support from Granadas bro- 

. bers, Hoare Govett and BZW, 
r and asked Lazard to come up 


offer- A Ihe team that would 

work together . 

bid gaihoed^Graii^ 

addition to gimon de 

Nelson andEtear ^ 

from 

Simon StafiS „ Staunton, 

sssgSS 

gS’aound.heco^^ 


£ 100 m. >-ub knew 

Adds Robinson. we Pr^ 
these were extremely gpodsiics 

buithat the important work 
would have to be done °JV?® 
uterine side. We developed a 

detailed pattern of the 
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'I think most work is pointless. There are 
onlv three or four things you do a clay 
that have any effect on your business 


The two men liked what they 
saw in Forte: it was an under- 
performing company with valu- 
able assets, and ripe for 
takeover. The cham of budget 
and mid-market hotels and one 
of the UK’s largest roadside 
restaurant businesses, under 
the names Little Chef and 
Happy Eater, fitted perfectly, 
they believed, with Granada s 
own operations. The upmarket 
hotels were less attractive to a 
company such as Granada, 
which knew tots about catering 
and mid-market television but 
next to nothing about lmrnry 
accommodation. That could be 
overcome through massive 
asset sales if the bid succeeded. 

However, there were more 
fundamental obstacles - not 
least the presence of fmmj? 
management who would fight 
strenuously, and an antiquated 
share structure that gave eight 
doddering, titled men - the 
Council of Forte -control ol w 
per cent of the votes in any 

takeover battle. . 

“We just didn't t h i nk we 
could overcome that,” Robin- 
son says. He was also prepared 
to believe that Fortes new 
management team might be 
gjven support by sh^lioW^r^ 
making a hostile bid difficult to 
mount Nevertheless, Robin- 
son asked Granada’s bankers, 
the blue-chip establishment 
firm Lazard Brothers, to nave 

a close look at Forte. 

At Lazard, two men became 


-IQ34 Charles Forte opens Meadow Mi8< Bar. Rjgnt Street 
1955 Forte wins contract to cater Heathrow rport 
1958 Forte buys the Waldorf. v Paris. 

5S bid for IWT 

MAMtecks Granada in £725m bd for LWT. 

22 Nov lB95 Granada bids £3A ' 

2 Dec Fbfte announces sale of 

7 Dec Forte issues defence documc*it^_^ w fa-OBtoJ • 
27 Dec Sate of Forte » es,a, S2£^SJrw^QOTS^&. 

8Janl996CoixiiJrfF^agr^toseBrao,^^^ 

SSs^TJT"’" 


antral issuer 

financing. Granada needed to 

& to raise £l.Sbn through 

the issue of new shares, and get- 
ting City backing was the 
group’s first true test (In the 

l^nt four nah-biung^houra 

on the morning of the tad 
proved enough to complete tee 
equity financing arrangments). 
On top of that another £25bn 
vras to be raised from banks. 
Secrecy had been important 

up until August; now it became 

crucial. Granada could not risk 
seeing Forte's sbarepnee nse 
sharply or its own drop beiore 
the bid was unveiled. 

Robinson had been keen to 
eo in October, but the prepa- 
rations proved too time-con- 
suming. It was only on 14 
November that tee proposed 
bid was put to the Granada 
board and approved 

The following week was 
dominated bymeetings and 

phone calls, as tee offer docu- 
ment was prepared and the 
senior banks called in. 

Only three banks were 
approached — Chemical Bank, 
Barclays and ABN Amro- m an 
effort to keep the potential for 
; to a minimum. Graiada 


On the Road • 

Happier Eater or Lttier Chet? 

ISSSS. menus in a ll cafes . - • 

• Many cafes will incorporate popular franchises such 

Pizza Hut gndBiii^f King. 

•Prices likely to rise. 


Low-end Hotels 

SSSess slices", and their restaurant menus 
^A^-2nsitive charges to maximise profits. 


tfigh-end Hotels • v 

Phrtp FxdusiVe. Forte Mencwen. . * 

off an 103 of these luxury and business-. 

^Forte will bid for them, along with the 52 Heritage hotels. 
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agreeing to sell Forte's 26 Wel- 
come Break motorway service 
areas to avoid a reference to 
monopoly regulators. 

On tee eve of the bid the 
team holed up in Lazard’s drab 
City offices until the early boors 
for the final preparations. 

Phone calls were put through to 
'kix major shareholders, alerting 
them to the impending bid 
Top of that list was Mercury 
Asset Management, whose 
vice-chairman Carol Galley 
would play a pivotal role in the 
two mouths of the battle. 

The market bad begun to 
sense something was up. Forte s 
share price rose 35p in early 
November, and the rumours 
began to fty. Forte’s own advis- 
ers, including its PR firm 
Brunswick, received calls from 
Forte head office on the eve of 
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‘One nigm this Hsfewefft^Pv come 
h&e.” The dub wenfsflent He says 
worics is: joi^punchline, 
^^^.^‘‘Yeah,’’ says his wife. So I 

Arid he went: : 
^ou cat^s^my wife easy?” Next ' 
tJilogSS.^dkare. round my throat 5 : 
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Peking fe u^^idhitecf, comipt it ; 
has a build^^ on. dach comer, 
and a populat«|i With a developed 
£ehse of cfisdaiitfar foreigiers. Vfet 
this tspart oflh^pason to visitwhat 
is aiguably ©thaordlnary 
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9 In. 1812 Lord Bymn coujd write, 'I 
awoke one morning and foufid 5 
V myself famous,’ after his ‘Golde n 
' Harold’s Pflgrimage’ was received 
with rapture. In 1996, writers can 
achieve a kind of fame long before 
•••• they have published anything at all 


Salesmen have rarely enjoyed a good 
press, but even so Daewoo’s findings 
were spectacularly damning: their 
customers rated car salesmen 
‘marginally higher than serial killers’. 
Pushy, intimidating arid patronising 
were some of the kinder adjectives 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 23 May, 11 Aug, 

30 Aug or 14 Sep. • five nights at the deluxe Sheraton 
• city tonr • harbour cruise • Niagara with helicopter 
• Phantom of the Opera • Concorde to Heathrow £1 ,999 
or £2,999 with O.E. and QE2 cruise to New York 

Concorde from Heathrow to New York almost any day 
• four nights at Sheraton • BA747 return £2,499 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Eurostar or fly to Paris on 18 May • city tour • overnight 
at Nikko Hotel • Concorde supersonic to Nice • reserved 
seat for Monaco Grand Prix 0 return to Gatwick £1 ,299 

QE2 AND ORIENT- EXPRESS 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 14 April 

• three night QE2 cruise to Tenerife 

• Concorde to Heathrow £1,299 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 8 May • five night 
QE2 cruise to Barcelona via Ibiza and Marseille 
• Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1 ,499 


Concorde supersonic to Brussels on 21 June 
• two night QE2 cruise to Southampton via Le Havre 
(for Paris) • Orient-Express to Victoria £1 ,099 


Concorde to Reykjavik on 8 July • nine night QE2 Land 
of the Midnight Sun cruise to the Norwegian Fjords 
• Orient-Express from Southampton to Victoria £2,499 


BRUNO v. TYSON 

767 from Luton or Gatwick to Las Vegas on 11 March 
• seven nights at first class hotel • optional tours 
• reserved seat £999 or £1 ,499 Ringside 


For oar full colour brtyhure. plane telephone: 

0181-992 6991 _ 

Tj fl y ufsnteto 'I 

AJSTA SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL BtS 

vi4w 43, Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 
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picture story 




SILENCE, PLEASE 

Pictures by Emma Boam. Story by Steven Poole. 



I t’s Saturday morning at Kentish 
Town Library in London. A Fal- 
staffian figure of a man, russet- 
bearded, trampishly chic, is 
ensconced in one of the floor- 
skimming armchairs, concentrating 
fiercely on Rogpt's Thesaurus. He's 
doing' a crossword. “Under- 
growth... ‘Bracken’ or ‘thicket’. 
Yes, but that doesn’t fit that one. 
which is ‘sprained’... That’s a film 
one - can’t find that." Someone 
suggests an answer. ‘“Emma Peel’? 
Where can I find out ‘Emma Peel’? 
Is it a current series?" 

The library is the place people 
come to find answers. Big 
answers, little answers. 
(“What's the chicken doing, 
mum?’" “He’s looking at a 
house”) They consult 
leaflets or medical encyclo- 
pedias. gaze at the small ads, 
read the papers, or drift 
around, just browsing. One 
businesslike woman, clutch- 
ing a handful of CDs, has set 
herself on a course of musi- 
cal education: ‘Tin working 
through the classics. F m on 
B, for Bach.’’ 

Lunchtime, and an elderly 
lady has stopped at a revolv- 
ing stand of paperback crime 
novels. She has no time for 
some of the library’s recent 
innovations, such as the sec- 
don heading “Goo", prom- 
ising “A Good Read". “It's 
not vety nice, is it? It’s 
bloody patronising." she says 
with a girlish chuckle, wav- 
ing her walking-stick for 
emphasis. “If I’m pushed 
for time, I go to crime paper- 


backs. But every lime I look at a 
woman's one. now. I find the 
detective is female. Now I don t 
mind that. I’m all in favour - but 
does she lune to be a lesbian?’’ 

In the children's section, three 
sisters are studying. Elizahcth. 
eight, is looking up information 
about the pyramids. “We re doing 
a project on Tutankhamun. and 
the face that he had on his grave. 
Not the face he had on.” Six-year- 
old Rachel is “looking up the 
body, what’s inside it. so when l m 
older I can say to Mum and Dad, 
T already know, so you don't have 
to take me to school.’” She pauses. 
“I like the library, it's full of 
knowledge.” 

The afternoon wears somewhat 
sleepily on. People are idly leafing 
through newspapers. A woman, 
snug in a forty hat, sleeps, her head 
nodding forward into a splayed 
copy of an appreciation of John 
Gielgud. As darkness falls, the chil- 
dren 5 s section starts emptying: soon 
all that remains is a pink-and-blue 
toy triceratops lying abandoned on 
the floor. 

Folded up in armchair and a 
beige mac is Philip Toms, a news- 
paper vendor with bird-like blue 
eyes. He’s been here, reading, for 
hours. “This is a crime thing. It’s 
about a wealthy family, and the 
elder son went off the rails and 
ended up murdering the whole 
family. Ir’s based on the true facts.” 
He has his own theory about crime. 
“I think there’s no deterrent at all. 
except for chaining 'em to the wall. 
It’s the lifestyle. This is the Nineties: 
it’s dog eat dog. Thar's why I come 
into public libraries." 



THIS WEEKEND WHY NOT.. 


BUY 


EDITED BY DAVID BENEDICT 



Heart of the 
Congos 


Stock up on roast fish, collie weed and corn- 
bread and settle back With this classic 
album. Lee “Scratch- Perry's production 
dates from 19 77, when falsetto vocal duo . 
The Congos dropped into Scratch's Black 
Ark studio with a number of key Biblical 
quotations on their minds. What resulted is . 
one of the greatest roots reggae albums ever: 
a righteous skank through groves of Old Tes- 
tament theology, underpinned by. Scratch's 
trademark spooky shuffle and saturated with 
enough reverb to moisten the most dessi- . 
’cated palate. Listen out for cosmic moos, 
■scrunching rowlocks and - flutnpl ~ the 
■ greatest lo-tech bass drum . sound of all time. 
Available now for the first time on disque 
compacts, with five additional tracks from 
the vaults, and Blood & Fire's fabled packag- 
ing overkill. Yum. 


WATCH 

Burnt by 
the Sun 



There’s a lot of white in Burnt by the Sun. 
White lace and long-fringed shawls? braids 
woven prettily with white ribbons, and the 
villain.is a cad with a .cable-knit- cricket 
sweater. But this handsome film about well- 
off people is much too boisterous and badly 
behaved to be a British 1 period-piece. It ' . 
unfolds during a single long summer's day - 
but this is ore of those Northern summers 
with a hint of melancholy. The year is- 1936 
and we're in Russia. The film adopts a ■ 
child's eye view of the approaching atrocities 
of Stalinism, but anyone expecting unleav- 
ened angst or sentiment-will be amazed by 
the droll humour in this generous, high-spir- 
ited film which most rhapsodic reviewers 
described glowingly as Chekhovian. liaise 
won the Best Foreign Film Oscar antf the 
Cannes Special Jury Prize. \ 

£1 5.99 and available to rent 



WIN 

Theatre 
tickets and 
other prizes 


Today is the 15ft birthday of the Half Price - 
Ticket Booth, a mecca for theatrical bargain- . 
hunters who nab top-price tickets to West 1 - 
End shows at half price. To celebrate, stars 
from the shows will be gathering at 12.30pm 
for the Birthday Fanfare, songs from the 
shows and everything from leaping out of 
cakes, (very .Singin’m the Rain} to distributing 
hundreds of prizes including-theatre memora*. 
Mia, merchandise, meals and many more. 
Trckete to some of the best West End shows 
will be on sale at the usual 50 per cent dis- 
count (plus the handling fee of £2), and the 
day sees "the launch of the Booth Bonus Card, 
a new scheme to encourage Londoners to use 
this invaluable institution, -Can you afford to 
miss this opportunity to meet the cast of The 
Fields of Ambrosia, the hotly-anticipated 
"electric-chair musicaP opening next week? 

- Leicester Square,- tondonWC2 . 



JOIN 

Children's 

Birdwatch 

Weekend 


. Not everyone is miserable about thereafter. ' ' 
The folks at the Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Birds are rather excited because thd . *:i 
edd weather across Europe should serfo some 
tremendously unlikely species into gardens 
across the land, from waxwinj-p to Scandma-. . 
vtan arctic redpoles.. These rare viSitors fly 
over when food sources are scarce therel Chil- 
dren wanting to take part should (swaddled in 
scarves) watch their garden or local park for 
one hour this weekend and record the highest 
number of each species of bird seen at any 
one time. Birds that land on the ground, or in 
trees and bushes should be counted, but not 
those flying overhead. Will the blue tit topple 
the starting from its number one spot? Will 
the song thrush make a comeback this year? 

For free information pack and voting details, 
write to YOC Kg Garden Birdwatch, .The 
Lodge, Sandy, Beds SG19.2DL 
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Oooh, ei; cripes 

For Steve Coogan, a part in a children's movie; for Lee Evans, a lead in the new Bruce Willis thriller. As far as Hollywood 
is concerned, the bloke with the enormous dry-cleaning bills is Britain's hottest comic property By Jim White 



“I can’t stop staring at people,” he 
says. “1 nearly got beat up at Heathrow 
last year, I was staring at this bloke and 
he goes: ‘What you staring at' I said 
‘No, no, no. I’m not’ But I was. And 
he went for me. He had this funny twist 
in his back, see." 

And off he goes again, performing a 
frankly schizophrenic routine in which 
a man with a funny twist in his back 
struggling along with a couple of suit- 
cases starts threatening himself: "What 
you staring at. I'm not. Til do yah. I’m 
not. I’ll have you. No. stop. Aaargh.” 


O ne evening earlier this week, 
Lee Evans was finishing off a 
day’s rehearsal for his all-new 
West End show in a hired 
room in Soho. He had just 
completed running through 
die punishing opening sequence in 
which he falls down a Busby Berkeley- 
style flight of stairs, tumbles through a 
trap-door and ends up marooned 
under the stage, unable to communi- 
cate with his audience: and all in about 
20 seconds. As he finished, awash with 
sweat, panting, he found himself con- 
fronted by the woman who had booked 
the room for the next session. 

“She takes one look at me, and of 
course I’m all like, wired,” says Evans, 
recalling the incident by performing a 
mime of a very wired person. “And she 
goes, *Oh dear’. And I says *What?’ 
And she says, 'Oh dear. I’m sorry*. And 
I says ‘"What?’ And she says, i’m not 
sure if I can be much use, you need pro- 
fessional help.' It turns out she’s run- 
ning a relaxation class there.” 

Anyone who has seen Lee Evans on 
stage would quickly conclude he is well 
beyond the reach of relaxation classes: 
limbs defying all known rules of skele- 
tal construction; sweat washing from 
every pore; face guming into the sort 
of pose your mother used to warn you 
about adopting in case the wind 
changed, he tumbles around in a Nor- 
man Wisdom cast-off suit in the sort of 
way that suggests major damage is 
inevitable. Relaxing it isn’t: his is the 
kind of exhibition of clowning per- 
fected by Buster Keaton, a physical lour 
Je force that leaves his audience 
exhausted and him with one of the 
biggest dry cleaning bills in Essex. 

“There's this Greek bloke in 
Southend does my cleaning,” Evans 
says. “At one point he refused to dean 
them: ‘Sorry I no clean them anyrao', 
Mr Lee.’ Then he came up with this 
new formula to clean suits that have 
really had it, make them look fabulous 
again. And he did it by experimenting 
on my suits. I go through suits at a ter- 
rible rate. See, it’s the sweat, it rots the 
stitches." 

Just at the moment, worrying where 
his next suit is coming from is not a 
problem for Lee Evans. In 1996 he will 
undertake the following: a solo stand- 
up (and fall-down) season in the West 
End, a one-hour special for ITV, a six- 
part series for Channel 4 and a six-part 
series for NBC television in America. 
Oh, and two Hollywood movies, indud- 
ing one which starts filming in April, 
directed by Luc Besson and starring 
Bruce Willis. He is, in short, Britain's 
hottest comic property, facing the kind 
of career uptake, he says (adopting a 
Donald Sinden accent) “that many a 
thesp would give their right bollock 
for". Not bad, this, for a lad who when 
he left school could barely read. 

Lee seems to be the comedy name 
of the moment There’s Lee Comes, a 
stalwart of the London circuit there's 
Lee Hurst whose shining pate is the 
weekly butt as it were, of Nick Han- 
cock in BBCl’s They Wank It’s All Over, 
and there’s Lee Shape, presently 
something of a joke in Manchester 
United’s midfield. But any. suggestion 
that Evans is a Lee-come-lately is to 
ignore the long evening of graft that 
preceded his overnight success. Evans’s 
dad, Dave, was a jobbing entertainer, 
who played piano, sax and drums on 
the club circuit in the Sixties and Sev- 
enties. Our Lee spent most of his 
childhood by night sitting in the car out- 
side gigs with a shandy and a packet of 
crisps and by day flitting from school 
to school, pulling faces at the back of 
class in the vain hope of being accepted. 
When his parents finally settled down, 
in Southend, he was a teenager and vir- 
tually uneducated. So he took himself 
off to art college in Thurrock (in 
between getting married at 17 to 
Heather, who is still his wife), where he 
found outlet for the thing he was good 
at: music. 

“I was the drummer in a band called 
the Forgotten Five. And that’s what we 
were: forgotten, big time. We did our 
own stuff, played places like Shrimpers 
in Brentwood and the Esplanade 
Southend and we were crap. Our lead 
sing er snapped at anything. His name 
was David Salmon. At gigs you’d be 
drumming away and suddenly you’d 
hear this ‘Boinggg’ and you’d turn 
round and Dave’s guitar’s wrapped' 
round this bloke’s head and the bloke’s 
going *1 never said a thing’. And Dave’s 
going ‘You bloody did*. That was 
nightly. He’s a postman now, Dave. He 
came to see us in Cardiff on the last 
tour. He could not believe it, there’s 


spiritualist window dresser for a 
Southend department store), he spent 
most nigh ts at talent contests in Essex 

pubs, doing gags like “My wife’s so fat 

3,500 people in this hall and it blew him she ain’t got measurements, she’s got 
away. Afterwards he said: ‘It’s every- time zones." 

thine we dreamed of as kids. I just “One time I got picked up by this 

.. --- * — •" small time agent.” Evans recalls. 

“ ‘You’d go great in Manchester, you 
would. You’d smash ’em,’ he says. So 
he put me on this tour of Manchester, 
Bradford and Bolton working men’s 
clubs. And go smash I did. I'd turn up 
on stage and the cry would go out: 'Kill 


never thought, man. Not you Lee. 

If Dave was surprised, even more 
astonished would be some of the peo- 
ple who witnessed Evans in his early 
days as a comedian. Driven by penury 
into trying his hand at everything 
(including a spell as assistant to led, the 


’im'. These were clubs where the 
cabaret was booked for target practice. 
Thke Liverpool. Liverpool’s a comedy 
city and that was the trouble, I weren't 
funny. One night this bloke in the audi- 
ence went ‘Oi. come here'. And every- 
one in the club stopped and it went 
silent as I walked off the stage towards 
him. He says: ‘You see the way it works 
here is: joke, punch-line, we laugh.’ 
Then his wife next to him went "Yeah, 
he's right joke, punch-line, then we 
laugh.’ So I went: ‘Easy, easy.’ And he 
went ‘You calling my wife easy?’ Next 


thing he’s got me on the floor with his 
hands round me throat going: ‘You 
twaL’ And everyone's going: ’ave ’im 
Bert, go ’head, eh, do ’im’. I only 
escaped because the manager got me 
out through the kitchens.” 

Like everything he says, this anec- 
dote is accompanied by a furious mime 
which ends with Evans clutching his 
own throat, choiring while attempting 
to punch himself on the nose. He is not 
one to let an experience pass which can 
be later workshopped up into a com- 
edy routine. 





ft 




At the end of which, Evans collapses 
in high-pitched hysterics: “Hurururur. 
Hurururur. Hurururur-" 

Undaunted by his Liverpool maul- 
ing in the mid-Eighties. Evans decided 
to try his hand closer to his Southend 
home, on the London pub circuit 

“This was the time when to be a 
comedian there meant saying 
‘Thatcher’ and everyone hissing,” he 
says. “Well I used to come on, do my 
stuff, fall over and that, and you could 
see the audience just thinking: ‘What 
the bloody hell...’ ” 

From there, it was just a short step 
to the Edinburgh Festival, the summer 
feeding ground of the London circuit. 
An easy option, you would have 
thought, after the gruelling appren- 
ticeship in Liverpool. 

“No, it was difficult in its own way," 
he says. “You feel you don’t belong, 
because you haven't got the brains. I 
always feel inadequate, whatever I do. 
I use that as a motivation, though. I 
think: how comes Fm not accepted.” 

After five years of summering in 
Edinburgh, be finally was accepted, 
winning the Perrier Award, the annual 
title for best new comedian which gen- 
erally comes complete with a fat tele- 
vision contract. 

“I couldn’t believe I’d won it I*d 
never won anything, ever, nothing. 
And I won it, I mean, it was...” 
And he performs a mime of an ecsta- 
tic person in such a way that you 
believe it probably was like that for him. 

The thing that really projected Lee 
Evans into the upper reaches, how- 
ever, was his appearance last year in 
Peter Chelsonrs film Funny Bones. A 
remarkable piece about the bastard 
off-spring of a great American stand- 
up finding himself adopted by a sad 
family of English end-of-pier comics, 
it was a cult hit in America. 

“Everyone loved it," he says, “but 
it kind of disappeared just as it was 
taking off. It doesn’t matter to me. 
because everyone in the industry went 
and said [adopts a big film-producer 
style American accent] ‘Let's sign the 
kid up for movies. You wanna do 
movies kid?’ And then what hap- 
pened was they present you with a 
script where you’re lost in a desert 
with a dog and you have to look down 
at the dog and say: ‘Will we ever get 
out of here Charlie?’ And you go: ‘I 
ain’t doing that.’ I turned loads down. 
About 10 I turned down. But. see, I 
didn’t want to go too big. Fra still 
learning, the worse thing you can do 
is set yourself up as something and 
then die on your arse. When Luc 
Besson came along, bang, wallop. I’m 
there. I signed this thing not to say 
anything about iL But I tell you, 
Bruce Willis is in it. And the reason 
I’m doing it is: I’ll learn. Next to him, 
you know, he’ll be all [adopts a big 
Willis- like accent] “Don’t put the cam- 
era on me there buddy, the light’s bad.’ 
And I’ll be all ‘Oooh, er, cripes, so 
that’s bow to do it’.” 

“To tell you the truth,” he adds, “my 
pants are full. Up to the brim. That’s 
the way I am. It’s like this live show. 
I’ve sunk a lot of money into it - eek 
- I mean I eamt a bit of money last 
year, what’s it for? I don't drink. I 
don’t bird it, so I’ve decided to spend 
it on the show.” 

And spend he has: on props like a 
piano with a mind of its own, or a set 
of spinning plates which rotate in 
slow motion to facilitate a typically 
surreal sketch about, well, a slow- 
motion circus plate-spinner. 

“See, I’m terrified of failing. It’s the 
West End. Fm terrified of not giving 
them enough. I’m a bit paranoid 
about that. It's my biggest drawback, 
that, I waste a lot of time and money.” 

After he has concluded a whole per- 
formance of a photo session, in which 
he pulls a thousand faces and strikes 
a hundred rubber-limbed poses and 
leaves his audience of two damp with 
laughing, Evans heads back to his tiny 
little Soho office. 

Walking through Soho with Lee 
Evans lakes a bit of time, what with 
all the conversations he has with peo- 
ple. the little impromptu perfor- 
mances he gives and the amount of 
laughing he does. Others wirh faces 
made famous by the telly must get 
stopped by their public, but the dif- 
ference with Lee Evans is, it's him 
doing the stopping. “All right mate, 
how you doing?” he asks a rather 
bemused youth in a Russian hat before 
shaking him by the hand; “Ranks 
mate, appreciate it,” he says to a 
business man who let him pass 
through a narrow bit of the pavement: 
and “Ere that’s a fantastic laugh, do 
it again, go on, go on,” he says to a gig- 
gly teenage girl, who duly obliges by 
giggling uncontrollably. 

“That's lovely, that is,” he says as he 
walks on. "What a smashing laugh, eh?" 

At the Lyric Theatre. Shaftesbury 
Avenue, London. W] 5 Feb- 16 Mar 
Booking: 0171-494 5048 
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six of the best winter drawers 


I Emporio Armani: T-shiif 
£35, brief £17.50 
Perhaps a bit over- A 

priced for cotton 
underwear, but these ' 

are quality garments with 
a designer label thrown in. 
Available in small, medium, 
large. From Armani stores; 
enquiries on 0171-581 8009 


Calvin Klein: grey marl 
bra £10.50, briefs £7 
Calvin Klein wins on 
the competitive price 
front This isn’t this 
sort of bra that offers -’ { 

a lot of support, but it 

does create a very ^ 
soft line for wearing 
under T-shirts. 

Available from House of 
Fraser stores 


Knickerbox: cream 
chemise, £17.99 
This viscose/cotton ribbed 
shift may not be practical 
as an undergarment but 
would be great for 
sleeping in. From 
Knickerbox branches / 
nationwide. 

Enquiries on 0171- Jrs 
284 1744 ^ 



Mi 


mT 

mi ; 


John Smedtey-. top, £21, 
boxer £27 

Luxurious twosome in Sea 
Island cotton. Big knickers 
seem to be a key trend in 
underwear, these ones are 
ribbed at the waistband 
for an extra smooth look. 
From Simpsons of i 
Piccadilly, London Wi, | 
or mail order on 
01629 534 331 


Muji: camisole three-pack v 
£14.50, with matching 
high-cut briefs £9.50 { 

Outstanding value from i 

the Japanese shop that 
gives us useful, stylish 
basics. Many a girl can be 
seen dancing the night away 
in these vests. From Muji 
stores; enquiries: 

0171-494 1197 


Knickerbox: black vest with 
lace trim £12.99, pants £9.99 
Again these “hot pant" style 
knickers are very popular. 
They're also soft and 
durable. From 
branches of 
Knickerbox 

Stylist: Charlie 13 

Harrington ^ 

Photographer: 

Andrew Lamb 




We buy rust. We sell romance 

rescues and reconditions old brass bedsteads. Clive Fewins met him 



M ichael Cripps breathed 
heavily on to the brass 
knobs at the base of the 
large Victorian cast-iron 
bed with its ornate semi- 
circular headboard This 
one’s not for sale," he declared. 

Mr Cripps, who runs Once Upon 
a Time, has some 400 antique brass 
and iron bedsteads in 4,000 sq ft of 
old farm buildings in the village of 
Ripley, Surrey. He treats them like 
an extended family. T put a high 
price on my favourite beds in the 
hope that they won’t sell," he said 
That way, I gain the pleasure of 
viewing them daily for a few years.” 

One of his favourites is an all- 
brass monolith, made in 18 72 at the 
Birmingham factory of James 
Schoolbred and Co, retailers of 
Tottenham Court Road London -a 
company that eventually became 
Maples. Fully restored, the bed’s 
price tag is £4,750. It has been in the 
showroom a year. 

The problem is that many of the 
beds inside that we do want to sell 
and on which we have worked very 
hard, often don’t sell, while the 
unrenovated ones outside sell well,” 
Mr Cripps said. 

He explained that customers 
would rather come and choose 
from the sad-looking unrestored 




specimens lying out in the cold. 

“It’s rather like visiting a dog’s 
home. Customers like to select a 
really down-at-heel one and then 
see what we can do to bring it roar- 
ing back into life." Mr Cripps has 
devoted the last 18 years of his life 
to rescuing antique piles of rust and 
selling them for an average of 
£J, 000 -£ 1.200 for a fully-restored 
Victorian cast-iron model. 

He is one of half a dozen or so 
specialist restorers of Georgian, 
Victorian and Edwardian antique 
bedsteads. Companies like Once 
Upon a Time report steady sales 
over the past few years, with no 
more dips due to the recession than 
any other retailer might expect 

However, restorers believe the 
supply is drying up, meaning prices 
will inevitably rise and make bed- 
steads purchased now a good invest- 
ment for the future. “The majority 
of my customers don’t look at it this 
way, however,” Mr Cripps said. 
They are often young people who 
have set their hearts on a genuine 
antique metal bedstead and are pre- 
pared to save up for a couple of 
years for something different from 
a divan with a headboard.” 

According to Mr Cripps, the beds 
are virtually all different “Nearly all 
manufacturers had their own 


designs, so there is a huge variety if 
you know where to look. The qual- 
ity of the originals is usually so high 
that they come up beautifully - 
especially when they are taken back 
to (he ori ginal metal and burnished. 
By comparison, modern reproduc- 
tions are utterly feeble. 

“The heyday of manufacturing 
was around the onset of the 
Crimean "War in 1854, when Flo- 
rence Nightingale focused the eyes 
of the nation on health issues as 
never before. Metal bedsteads, con- 
sidered more healthy than the tra- 
ditional rosewood and mahogany 
versions, rapidly found their ways 
into hospitals and schools. Before 
long, the general mass of the pop- 
ulation made the change." 

The other usual requirement 
from customers is that the bed 
shonld be “stretched". This means 
extending it from its likely 4ft bins 
width to the 5ft more acceptable to 
modern tastes. The usual means of 
doing this is by inserting extra dec- 
orative pieces within the additional 
iron or steel bars. It is a practice 
frowned upon in some sections of 
the trade because it means the bed 
is no longer authentic. 

T used to have misgivings, but we 
only find one 5ft bed io every 200 
or so 4ft 6 ins or 4ft beds that come 


our way,” said Mr Cripps. “Extend- 
ing beds helps to keep prices down 
and gives old beds a new life.” 

Most of the old bedsteads that 
end up in workshops come in via 
“runners” in the antique trade, who 
quite often bring them from Ireland, 
or from Spain, Portugal and 
Morocco, where modem divan beds 
are slowly replacing the metal ones. 

According to Jonathan Tebbs. 
who runs A Bara Full of Brass Beds 
in Lincolnshire, more than 90 per 
cent of them were originally made 
in Birmingham. 

“By the 1870s, it is said 6,000 
brass and iron bedsteads were being 
produced, vast numbers of which 
were exported,” he said. They were 
not only made for the well-to-do, 
with pearl inlays, faceted mirrors, 
scroll work and superior castings, but 
also for the ordinary folk. 

Tn Victorian times, the bed was 
almost a status symbol, like cars are 
regarded by some today. But the 
simple ones were in many ways the 
most elegant, and are often rarer, as 
they were the models that were 
more often thrown away." 

While Mr Cripps either sells his 
beds in their original burnished 
and lacquered bare metal form, or 
paints them black, Mr Tebbs spe- 
cialises in painting his beds in the 


range of National Trust colours — 
mainly French grey, sugar-bag blue, 
Cork green, fox red and Sudbury 
yellow. Most of his beds are restored 
to order, the customer coming to 
him to choose first. 

“Generally, my clients, who come 
from throughout the country, pre- 
fer this approach," he said. “I tell 
them I buy rust and I sell romance." 

Once Upon a Time, The Green 
Riptey, Surrey (01483 211330). 
A Bam Full of Brass Beds, Abbey 
House, EastfieW Road, Louth, 
Lines (01507 603173). 

Manor Farm Antiques, 

Oxfordshire (01865 300303). 
Bed Bazaar, Framlingham Suffolk 
(01728 723756). 

The Antique Bedstead Company, 
Chelmsford (01245 471137). 
Morpheus, Elgin House Antiques, 
Tetbury (01666 504068). 
Seventh Heaven, Ctwyd (01691 
777622). 

Reproduction brass and iron 
bedsteads available from: 
Enchanted House, St Blazey, 
Cornwall (01726 812213). 
Deptich Designs Lid, London 
(0181-687 0867) sell their 
reproduction metal bedsteads 
throughout the UK. 


bazaar 


Good thing 


Mad thing 


Checkout Oxfam 


Bestsellers: Top 10 at Lakeland Plastics 


From a small company selling 
plastic boxes, Lakeland 
Plastics has evolved into a 
mail-order phenomenon. 
Much of its success is based 
on the fact that many of the 
ideas for new gadgets are 
supplied by its customers. 

One of these is the new mini 
mix, a tool for whisldng one 
egg white; another is the non- 
drip honey spoon, which 
perches on the jar rim. The 
success of the wonder whisks 
and Mermaid roasting tins is 


explained by their starring 
roles on BBC2's Delia Smith s 
Winter Collection. Call 015394 
88 100 for a catalogue. 

1 Mini mix £3.95 

2 Honey spoon £2.95 

3 Cast-iron veg shredder ..£23.95 

4 Spice tower. JE16.95 

5 Artificial azalea btsh .£9.95 

6 Wonder whisk... ...£2. 95 (two) 

7 Mermaid roasting tin....£23.95 

8 Dishwasher fragrance.....£2.35 

9 Magic Glove £4.95 

10 Mary Berry flour sifter...£1.99 





Heart apron, £9.95 

Foody partners will 
probably appreciate 
this red-check heart 
apron on Valentines 
Day more than a gift- 
wrapped box of mm 
truffles. It’s made 
from 100 per cent 
cotton, is generously 
sized and reasonably 
priced. Other 
Divertimenti presents 
for favourite cooks include heart-shaped 
cake tins (£6.95 a pair), china coeura la 
crime moulds (£19.95) and a pretty Early 
American heart-pattern ceramic shortbread 
mould (£19.95). Add £3.95 p&p. Order 
a.s,a.p. (for 14 Feb) from the Divertimenti 
catalogue (0171-3S6 9911), or try the shops 
at 45-47 Wigmore Street, London Wl and 
139 Fulham Road, SW3. 


Click phone, 

£29.95 

You don’t have a 
mobile phone but 
would like your 
friends to think 
you have. What 
do you do? Turn 
to the Innovations 
catalogue and 
order this cunning 
“home phone that 
looks like a 
mobile". Tb use, 
pull out the dummy aeriaL and flip 
open the mouthpiece. To close, push 
back the aerial, click shut and pul down 
anywhere. The only drawback is the 
subtle giveaway of a curly flex, which 
even if it is six metres long (“to let you 
roam") won't fool anyone. From 
Innovations: 01793 514666. 


Oxfam, Queen's Road, Bristol (0117 929 4890) 

What is it?; An Oxfam shop, but without the racks of lurex junipers 
and outgrown tweed jackets that most people shop at Oxfam for. 
This shop is one of three Oxfam shops which stock only Oxfam 's 
Fair Trade products - intended to benefit the people who actually 
make the products by giving them a fair price (the others are in 
Chester and Chichester). 

Stock; Best sellers are the more useful or consumable items such as 
the delicious Cafe Direct coffee, grown by Latin-American and 
African co-operatives, the Fair Trade chocolate, made in 
Switzerland but from fairly traded beans and sugar, or the recycled 
Oxfam writing paper. Irritatingly, not all the goods are marked with 
information on where and how they’re made. 

Do buy; Bolivian dried bananas (£1.40 a pack), Cafe Direct coffee 
(£2.49 a jar), Indian doormat (£7.45), Guava jam from Burkina Faso 
(£1.65), laundry basket from the Philippines (£18.75) 

Don’t buy: The expensive knick-knacks that sell well at Christmas 
but gather dust the rest of the year, ie. flowery blue porcelain pigs 
from Thailand, carved wooden tiger masks 


collecting • antiques, galleries 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tables always in Jftff Cfam. cMufUU 


Lo^B KtodicnDl aranfcs.fcw«. 
tw) routfi rruen mom 
■Jan Flow**" UrrttotJ rj 

KMWofWd rep»«*c«JW*a1 

retfconatJtopncw. 

fcwphon&Miawcfc. 
WITNEY 1 « ASSAULT 
*wyiS<»ivagHmrt 


Library and writing 

furniture also Q14S8 638541/638361 

usually available Only 6 ntins from J13 M4 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


I. I. I" ; li 

Royal Albert Hail 



MUST END 
28 1ANUARY 

0990 225566 



l of Drawings 
rrcolours 


from I600totke 
present day -all Jar sale 

Lectures 25 January 

“Watercolour Surgery” 
27 January 

Park Lane Hotel 

Piccadilly, London Wl 


LA BO HEME. The Centenary Pro- 
Oucikm. Ftiflf staged hi Bib Round 
with International cast Royal 
Albert Ha 9 - February 1 si -1 Ml. 
Tickets Cl 3 - 50 -C 37 . 0 CL 8 a* Oflax 
01715888212 




To advertise 


Antiques 

Park Lane Hotel section 

Piccadilly, London WI 

please call 

24 - 28 January Amy Beeton 


TRADITIONAL ROCKING HORSES 

Real Leather & Brass Accessories 
Genuine Horsehair Mane & Ta3 

Hand-made to order 

Ring: 01372 454722 


BUREAU 

Fine reproduction 
mahogany 
£650 ©no 
Telephone 
0171 401 2562 

* (Hues or W/ends) 33 


11 am - 8 pm 
1pm last two days 
Admission£7.00 

Information: 
0181 995 1488 


0171 293 2028 

or 

David Owen 
0171 293 2330 


Koi; 


AUCTIONS 

There are spates 
of bobbin faking. 
Horse bones are 
lathe-turned, 
carved, then 
buried in 
manure to 
artificially 
age them 


P re-war televisions, highly col- 
lectable, are doubling in price 
every couple of sales at Phulips 
Bayswater. Fewer survive than 
Stradivari us violins. At one of 
Phillips’s thrice-yeariy “mechan- 
ical music” sales last September, 
a table-top HMV set made in 
1936 - the first year of public 
broadcasting - fetched £2375. 
In Tuesday’s sale (12 noon) a 
1936 Marconi 706 television- 
radio, with a screen the size of 
a tennis ball and a walnut cabi- 
net is estimated at £ 2 , 000 - 
£ 2200 . There are commission 
bids in excess of that and it will 
probably fetch over £3,500. 

Phillips, with a virtual monop- 
oly on the vintage telly market, 
gets the highest prices. The 
result is that artful collectors 
have been buying sets at 
Sotheby’s and Christie’s South 
Kensington for a song and re- 
selling them for nearly three 
times as much at Phillips. After 
a 1936 floor-standing HMV had 
been sold for £990 at Christie’s 
South Kensington last year, an 
uncannily similar set turned up 
at Phillips’s May sale, fetching 
£2,645. Phillips has given an 


estimate of £2>500-£3,500 on a 
1937 Marconi 702 with mirror 
lid, bought for £990 at Sotheby’s 
last October. But the buyer 
prefers to hang on to it. 

Some post-war tellies are 
going down in price. A 20in 
white Keracolour with classic 
globe shape (made in 1970, 
inspired % the 1969 moon 
landing) was worth £500 at 
auction two years ago when 
Michael Bennett-Lev/s guide- 
book Historic Televisions ignited 
the telly-collecting craze. The 
specimen in this week's sale is 
estimated at only £l50-£250 
because every serious collector 
now has one. Meanwhile, the 
supply of pre-war models has 
all but dried up. Phillips sold 15 
in 1993, 10 in 1994 and only 
one last year. Will this week’s 
be the first and last for 1996? 

T he nearest thing to a Kera- 
colour in the homes of 18th 
and 19th centuiy lacemakeis 
was a lQin high water-filled 
spherical glass vase, back-lit by 
a glass oil lamp of about the 
same size, that focussed light 
onto their meticulous work. 


They feature in Wright of 
Derby’s wondrously illuminated 
paintings - but were not bright 
enough to prevent many lace- 
makers going blind. Two lace- 
makers’ lamps with hollow stem 
and glass globe are estimated at 
£1Q0-£150 each in Phillips’s sale 
of textiles, lace and period cos- 
tume, Tuesday (11am). Only 
one or two a year crop up a l auc- 
tion. The sale has plenty of 
penril-like turned bone and 
wood lace-makfeg bobbins dec- 
orated with spangles at one 
end, many carved with names 
and mis-spelt lines such as “I 
long to be mared”. Lots of 24 
are estimated at £150-£200. 
From time to time, there are 
spates of bobbin faking in the 
antique world. Horse bones are 
lathe-turned, carved, then 
buried in manure to artificially 
age them Phillips's Anne Marie 
Benson spots them because 
their indsfons, made with mod- 
em tools, are too sharp, and 
because they lack signs of wear 
and the slightly glossy patina 
caused by perspiration. 

John Windsor 


V 
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Planet kitsch 


The Sixties Space Age promised a world of silver 
suits and inflatable furniture. But it’s only now that 
the high street can deliver. By Jonathan Glancey 


\ / 




■ £ 


S pace is in danger of becoming a 
black hole, or a hubble-bubble, in the 
memory of the media. Having just lis- 
tened to Radio 4's Beam Me Up 
Scouy, “a nostalgic zoom through 
Space Age pop culture". I find mysett. 
if not stunned, fazed, and out of time. 

Beam Me Up Scotty tells me (a child of the 
Sixties) that I was brought up in age when 
we all had inflatable plastic chairs, wore dis- 
posable paper underwear, and boasted a 
Lava lamp in every room. Yet, for those of 
us who lacked central heating, filled carpets 
and refrigerators (our first fridge came in 
1967). such novelties were the stuff of 
dreams and of Tommy Robert’s dreamy “Mr 
Freedom", shop-of-the-future in the King's 
Road. I bought my first Lava lamp last year. 

I was clearly not a part of Radio 4’s Space 
Age. but then few of us were. As children 
we wailed impatiently for next week's Eagle 
to see Dan Dare (“pilot of the future") bat- 
tling with the Mekon. We thrilled to Soyuz 
and Saturn rocket launches taking Reds and 
Yanks with crew cuts and the Right Stuff 
towards the moon, yet the world we inhab- 
ited was more steam age than Space Age. 

We knew about sputniks, looked forward 
to sherbert and rice-paper “flying saucers” 
on the walk back from Mass on Sunday, 
craved Lyon's Maid Zoom ice-lollies, could 
hum the'tinny tune of “Tfelstar" by the Tor- 
nados, and wanted to be Daleks; yet the 
Comet was still a steam-hauled flyer from 
Huston to Manchester, and Evening Star 
the last steam locomotive built by British 
Railways (Swindon, 1960). A Constellation 
was one of the triple-finned American 
turbo-props that arched over the tree-tops. 
Mars was a bar of “thick, thick" chocolate 
(price: 6d), and Milky Way the sweet you 
could eat between meals (3d). 

My first space rocket (6s lid) was 
launched with the aid of a catapult. On a 
good day h could penetrate the pi aygno und- 
o-sphere, commencing its parachute- 
assisted descent to Earth at about 100ft. It 
was a lot less sophisticated than my Mamod 
SE2A steam engine, which, powered by 
meths and water, could (when attached to 
the right cogs and eccentrics) polish a set 
of table knives within the hour, whilst 
intoxicating guinea-pigs and terrifying cats. 

Equally, the veteran transformer that 
controlled my model trains was much more 
sophisticated than the miniature RAF 
Javelin, Hunter and Lightning fighters (as 
advertised in Eagle) that, filled with noxious 
gas, rocketed across the garden so much 
faster (and more dangerously) than defunct 


Airfix Lancasters stuffed with flaming, 
paraffin-soaked rags and catapulted from 
bedroom windows. 

There was more fun to be bad from mak- 
ing walkie-talkies from two tin cans and a 
length of string than from a smug class- 
mate’s utterly wet and weedy Dan Dare 2- 
way Space Radio. And. instead of watching 
Fireball XL5 or Lost in Space on the black- 
and-white telly, a much better way to tour 
the cosmos was to climb a tall tree, and, 
from its swaying cockpit, follow the vapour 
trails of military jets reaching fur the 
stratosphere from nearby air bases. 

Perhaps the best way of all was to snug- 
gle under dogs and bedclothes on pipe- 
cracking nights, kitted-out with hot water 
bottle, torch and The Swift Book of Space 
Fliglu, and dream one's scvcn-ycar-old self 
to Andromeda and galaxies beyond. 

Girls' (chiz chiz) dreams of space had lit- 
tle to do with disintegrator guns and know- 
ing the top speed of an X-15 rocket plane: 
girls dreamt of dressing up and pirouetting 
into Narnia and Oz-like worlds, or variations 
on the mysterious island where Sandra, a kid- 
napped orphan, has been taken to train in a 
secret ballet school (a tale told weekly in 
Judy). 

Teenage sisters brought the Space Age 
closer to home with giggly discussions turn- 
ing on the “phworr” factor of Apollo astro- 
nauts. Neil Armstrong’s giant leap for 
mankind seemed rather less important to 
womankind (now students of “Cathy and 
Claire’s Problem Page" in Jackie ) than 
whether he was cuter than “Buzz" Aldrin. 

By then they had developed a crush on 
Captain Kirk or Mr Spock (having aban- 
doned Napoleon Solo and Ilya Kmyakin). 
lo be fair, the micro-mini -skirted Lieu- 
tenant Uhuni was beginning to exert a 
strange attraction on us boys (enuff said). 

Girls were the final frontier for Space 
cadets, but, sufferin' satellites (as Dan Dare 
would have said), all that embarrassing stuff 
was aeons in the future. Until then, space 
would remain the stuff of catapults, burnt fin- 


heated steam and stanry yarns read under 
blankets. Today, the Sixties’ Spage Age has 
caught up with the world of the Jupiter probe 
and Hubble space-camera: inflatable furni- 
ture, silver dresses, plastic hipsters, rocket- 
style Lava lamps have only now landed in the 
high street, 30 years after the late, great 
Space Age of the Sixties, 

“Beam Me Up Scotty”, presented by 

John Peel: 10am R4, Friday 2 Feb 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


classified • personal 


A life in 
the shift of 

Navin Patel, 

owner of Raj’s I TIME 
Newsagents in 
Ashford, Kent 

Navin Patel, 40. and his father, bought t. 
newsagent/off-licence in 1971, haiingbeen t 
pelled from Uganda by IdiAmin. He is nu 
tied and has two daughters , 12 and nine, at 
a sac-year-old son. They live above the she 

“1 get up at Sam. We are Hindus and ever 
one has to have a bath and pray befo 
breakfast. I pray for about 15 minutes, h 
wife does half an hour, and my mother ; 
hour. Dad retired in August, and for the k 
two he's been raising money for the new Hi 
du temple in Neasden. It was Dad who fii 
saw the shop advertised in Dalton's Wee 
fy. This is a very good shop.' he said. In fo 
or five years we will make our money bad 
He was right. It's been a gold mine. I d- 
ve three cars. One is a Mercedes. 

Tn the Eighties we bought a nursii 
home, too. My wife works there. Sometim 
she works until 4am and still gets up at 6a 
to cook for us. It’s in our genes: work, wot 
work. I sometimes think Indian people a 
mad. I have a boy who works for me - 1 
is a good boy. but he doesn't like worldn 
Like some English people, he thinks if ht 
worked a 40-hour week he’s worked ve 
hard I work about 100 hours a week. 

“At 5.30am my head boy arrives and v 
go into the garage and count out the pape 
for the paper rounds. The shop opens 
6am. There are always people waiting. 

T have breakfast at Sam - two toast ar 
some Bombay mix. I eat Indian food, n> 
crisps and fizzy drinks like my children, 
was one of the first Indian men in Ashfor 
Sometimes people call us “Paki bastards 
but not often. Bricks have been chuckt 
through the window. But it's not person: 
We have shutters now. 

“At 8.15am the school kids come in ar 
spend their dinner money. The biggest pro 
lem with them is fags. We've dampt 
down a lot because I’ve been told off by tl 
police and the school. My children go to 
private school. I want them to do better tht 
me. One daughter wants to be a doctor, tl 
other a skin specialist. Traditionally the sr 
takes over the father's business, but I wa 
him to do something better. My wife wor 
let them slack about. She says: Xook he 
hard your father works. I expect you to c 
the same.’ 

“From 9am I run the post office and tl 
other staff run the shop. I have lunch 
lpm - vegetables and rice - and am bai 
in the post office at 130pm. I break at 5p 
so we can eat our main meal together, ar 
then work until the shop shuts at 7.30pr 
In the evenings I do my paper work. I* 
never in bed before 11pm. My only brei 
is on Sunday afternoons when I play wi 
the children. We go ice skating or pi: 
badminton. 

“I must be getting old because I find tl 
long hours hard. We don’t need any mo 
money and I am thinking that if I had a ma 
ager, 1 could take life easy. But what el 
could I do? This is all I know.” 

Sally Williaii 


fex.- 0171 293 2 



Independent Hearts 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number. 

C/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 


1ST ENCOUNTERS 


Looking to widen your social 
horizons or meet your ideal partner? 

How have your first encounters 
been to date? 

Call 0402 624119 and make this a 
lasting encounter! 



SIRTIJS 


The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
The Local service operating Nationwide 
for The InteSgert. articulate and well educated 
Join the Largest agency with personal Interviews and BS 5750 
24 hour Inform a tion Freefone 0800 374451 brochure Hna 
Ask for your Free CD or Tape 

London North West Scotland North East 
0171 256 6123 01025 880624 0131 225 3808 0101383 2224 

Southwest Weat Midlands Yorkshire EastUMtands 
0117 942 9500 0121 704 0200 01904 811821 0115 924 1113 

FHBEPOST3Q5 London EC1B1BY OOca hr* 8J0m to 10m 7 dsn** 


ve 



RING NOW FOR DETAILS 

0800 413 473 


INTRO 45 PLUS 

Exclusively for the older generation. 
Gentlemen - Does chivalry still live? 
Polish your armour and saddle the white horse. 
Lovely mature ladies are waiting to be rescued 
from the dragon of loneliness. 

0181 466 9533 



NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that os a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making contact 
with people for the first 
lime it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 

friend know where you 
wiB be. 


SI ON in CANT OTHERS Introduo- 
Bon agency. The m t e tt gent choice 
tor gay men. Use 071 -938 4400. 

THE DINNER CLUB (EM. ‘S6). The 
nations only countrywide dining 
dub lor unattached profcts- 
donaVbudne8B people aged 2S+. 
Tat (01244) 350537. Bustoses | 
opportunities also available 
(01244)548818. 

UK'S BEST singles magazfna. Free ■ 
details + Bargain Otter. Person to 
Person (Dept ND). RO. Bw4. Gor- 
ing. ROB 0DN. 

INTRODUCTIONS/EXCITING 
EVENTS. Bedtord 870 550, Cam- 
bridge 328 205. N. Herts 01767 
041 25S. Peterborough 311 747. 

LONDON'S PROFESSIONALS 
JOiM Synergy. Months tree trial, 
aohow apexnai 230 5307. 

INTERESTING WARM M. 50's 
sought by F. to share ion of bring, 
countryside, wanting, med. ho- 
tory/archhecbira, music, candie- 
SgW. 5W Wetah borders. Box No 
t: IOW. 

MALE. 30. SARDONIC, end shy. 
“8*8 tootbafl-toterant female to 

Change Wettanihautmg- Lon- 
donfStonry ma). Box No 1: 1050. 


LTU 

nal man xcoKx att ractive yc 
man tor intimate frtendshi 
discreet adventures. Can 
responsive, experienced I 
Ship, s wbII docked mind, 
wisdom, a sense of fun. G 
london. Bos No I; 1052 

Connexions is the trtendaM] 
that puts single Christa 
touch itfth each othec Deni 
ring 0181 908 4467. 

ARTIST YOUNG 51, Ukes;- 
Miro. PieksMev, Handel. 1 
wfld pieces, ItaveL Good toi 
wine, QUALITY. W.LT.U. c 
faiteaigem lady. 35-48. Lutoi 
don. Box Mob 1054. 

WORLD TRAVELLER M 38. 
GSOH, N/S, Grounded by su 
business success, bno Th 
Outdoors, GF&W. seeks sol 
lo enjoy Ldn nowand tutun 
ota. Box Nol: 1024. 

A ZEST FOR Ufa? Are you < 
male. conUdmi and indepen 
I love theatre, walking and 
conwraatlon. I’ve got green 
tab; a good figure. London n 
Box No 1: 1050. 

BRIGHT CREATIVE HAPPY . 
van with enquiring, origins 
passkmtfe mind; medium t 
and bufld; health consultan 
40's, comfortably solvent, S 
shire based woman; enjoys i 
of Interests Including coofcliy 
good food, quality enema, r 
lafing company, travel, dosig 
cats. Come and share my It 
Bto. Write end enclosing a r> 
photograph to Box No L 105 

ARTY BUSINESSWOMAN. 
Seeks mate tor creaihmy. I 
support. Age 32-46, tauten, p 
pled but not stutty. Paulo 
convnuRicauon essential, mi 
in the arts & outdoors wou 
great. MoruwntcBucka.i 
area. Please send reeent p 
Box Not 1058. 

AVERAGE PROF WOMAN a 
60’s seeks a very average 

man tn 60 &.7C s (non cmnkt 
companion lo- caicara, tu 
etc. P.o Boi 22213 London 
1X2. 

LONDON'S PROFESSION Ali 

Synergy Mur.u free rui 
tape. 01 El 220 5337 
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Meet the family 


The man behind the Rock Family Trees is back. This timeh^ 
charta 40) years of Manchester United By James Rampton 


O h nor I hear you say, 
“not another Manches- 
ter United merchandis- 
ing opportunity. I ve 

already got the Ryan 

Giggs duvet-cover and 
the memoirs of the Stretfor 
End turnstile operator. What do 
I need a Manchester United 
Family Tree for?” The answens. 
because it is a fascinating, phe- 
nomenally painstaking ptece oi 
work, detailed enough to satisfy 
the most stats-obsessed fan. 

The two Family Tree portcis. 
covering the periods 195o- 75 ^ 
1975-95, contain 8,000 words 
apiece - enough to fill a slim vol- 
ume. The Trees give a season : by- 
season breakdown of comings 
and goings, and the team s form, 
in a spaghetti-junction inter- 
spersed with wodges of scrupu- 
lously neat text. They are the 
sporting cousin of FWe Frame s 
Rock Family Trees which have 
charted the sometimes Byzantine 
interconnections between rocK 
bands over the past 2s years. 

The information for tne 
United Family Tree was largely 



supplied by Jim White, (featime- 
wnter on this paper and author 
of Are You Watching, Liverpool/) 
and checked by the Newsmgfu 
reporter and Jeffrey Archer biog- 
rapher. Michael Crick ( the 
world’s greatest expert on 
United”, according to Frame). 

Frame then spent three months 
on top of an eight-by-four plywood 
drawing-board. In his words, he 
was “perched like a gnome on a 
cushion, surrounded by scraps of 
paper, reference-books, dictio- 
naries, pens- rulers and bottles of 
liquid paper. Only I know where 
everything is. When I die, some- 
one’s going to have a hell of a job 
sorting everything out. 


Now 53 , Frame first got the 
idea for Family Trees when at 
the end of the Sixties be dropped 
out of his respectable job as a 
buildings surveyor for the Pru- 
dential and founded his own 
underground rock magazine ! 
called ZrgZug. “In 1972 I'd done 
a lo ng interview with Al Cooper, 
who had started Blood, Sweat 
and Tears," he recalls, speaking 
from his 16 th-century thatched 
cottage near Aylesbury. “I was 
trying to explain in an article 
how he had moved from one 
band to another, when al that 
moment it dawned on me that if 
I drew it out in a family tree it 
would be so much clearer." A 
cult was bora, and over the next 
quarter-century hundreds of 
Frame’s works of art appeared 
in Sounds, NME, Melody Maker 
and Rolling Stone. They culmi- 
nated last year in a BBC 2 senes 
- Rock Family Trees. 

It may be painstaking, but the 

j Family Tree is not an anoraky 
thing, says Frame. “Usually- the 
i people who say that are those 

who haven’t read it I know train- 




’photograph: John Lawrence 


On top of the 


spotters and, believe me. I'm 
not in their ball-game. It s got a 
lot of information, but if you 
actually read it, it’s written with 
a lightness. IPs amusing and full 
of anecdotes.” 

It is true that in among the 
morass offsets, many gems shine 
out. 1 hke the Family Ttee’s com- 
ments on United's signing of 
Bryan Robson in 1981 : “For the 


next 12 years he never put a foot 
wrong for United; the only mis- 
take he made was the curly perm 
he sported the day he signed.^ 

Frame’s next projects are Fsm~ 
Dv Trees of the England team since 
1966 and his beloved Luton Tbwn 
FC -“the soot in the atmosphere 
always created a fog at Luton, but 
they were my very first heroes . 

Frame has thought about turn- 


ing himself into a (patched) cot 

ta|e industry'. **rd love to have a 

telm of monks working to my 
S^e n »“ e “Bu “ -ioesn’t 

work like the? ^ 

is so idiosyncratic. If I£adateam 

Leonard Cohen once and he 
told me he’s taken some territory 


in his field f d he triesjo main- 
tain it - 1 feel the same. 


The Manchester United 

Family Trees are ava^b,e 

from BDR 50 Margaret St. 
London WIN 8LS. Each 

poster (195575 or 1975- 

95 ) costs £10 plus£l-50 
p&n. Credit card orders on 
0171-636 1665. 


0171 293 2222 


classified • independent tradeMk travel 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 
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Valentines Gifts 


Unusual Gifts 


Activity Holidays 


Dorset 


Northumbria 


Wales 


r _ L L — . . ^ 

ROSIE NIEPER % ) a/eatine&' 

FREECATALOGUE WI TH LOTS 

MORE DESIGNS ^ (7 — «« 


RED star 
WRISIWATCH 


m 


^ringfietd 
(Eonntni fwtcl 




Gofcf 9 ee/ 
Warm Jfeart 


Unbeatable vatae at £Z7-#» 

aw nmrt» nwte»*J 
BiSS* l)«n tf Soj* SjdJM 
HouHcs cantas tfw M Sbi and 

Hmr aad “J 

— dU Compete afll Bach WttM 

-trof i— d a* iiB«afca.«* r 

dap dNWV. Smite 
BtaGkMkSSIaaB 
■ntO u 9 » *r.*** *L**- 
TOMCEStff . Wrtaott 1*12 
T* 01327 358880 Fac 01327 358388 




J**"’ 


5% 










Uiiriwi ■■ 

b Fna boons ndncswd^ 
p fiaol64Z-lW5.Al» «! 
SmidayNfirspqHi 6 tM 
1915. Rady fcrjraox* 0 *- 
&ncdgdq an&. _ 
REMEMBER WHEN 

wupmM 133 a 


LEARNId WKT CORNWAU.’S 
PREMIER INTERNATIONAL 

training facility. 

SIX DAY COURSES. 

FREE INFORMATION PACK 

(01736)741147 

. . ■ AJunnhirae I tH (11. 


' of Purbedc. Wudam. Doner BH20 5AL } 

Luxurious JYcir £cisurv Complex. 

«f reUntem: 2 X&ufi™ CJOODB*^^ 


QtKow dia best Nap sea 1 " 

tfdte North East rod 

Mdi or m«. or taka a short 
break, amonpt Idyflt scenery 
and beaudfui beaches. 


A superb seled-or of gucTty 
character cote 0?i l rL^ a i 
PernbtolflBshira Cocsa Mancte® 
Park. All properties furriehed 
to the highest rianoardS- 
PKof^ r»o- r» col^ bmcri^e 

01739-881397 cmw 

PEMBROKESHIRE^ ^ 

const & 

COTTAGES 






.>rr—W 

■ 

Ti- 


New for IW6 

rhaxm; SHOW Baa*! 


pSTh«". 

than Cl GO per 0ctAprtt - 
01756702204 , 


‘S^sssrsss^^ 

COTTAGES in Mff C 

dng-Tdl Mnw ***** 01258 

B805SB(broch) 


reiOwril beech. Portland, wpa <- 
& Cl 50-30 0 pw 

l undeartySprtiBOfWtewjl™ 
lor 3 nights- Hroebwe Olios 
770995 


Fuse IW6BOOCHUM 
cm. Now ON 


01200 444070 

- am niruftl 


The best in s*tf -catering 
500 qnaSti cottages Jk 
and farMOonses ^ 

thromfaoet Wnto ; 


QUOTING HEF. Na DID401 


NR U1LWOHTH COVE. C17Jh 

ado* at haatt. FfW" 050 P® 

week. Tel 01305 653921. 


HOHTHUMBHIA-S 
tagm- Pela. Gnen. 
i^t hanCi so p txi Od-Aprtt- Tel. 
I 017SQ 702217 


^WriesHoHaw (I) 
hewtawa, Potts ST16 ZOZ 


Undersea Adventures Ltd. (1), 
Gorran, Heather Lane, Canonstown, 
Hay le . Cornwall TR27 6NQ. 


The Lake District 


SUPERB COTTAGES . JNorBum- 
bria. Vo* Dries. Lakee. P»*J«. For 

brochure Tol: (01244)345700- 


Welsb Country 
Cottages 


HAMBURGH Uogo house overtooh- 
Ing casUe. E300B50 pw. 5 Kay 
commanded Weekend brejd* 
ToJephone (0191) 232B058 

(offce). 


L AN irjJRIVAUJED choice 
3 ns the best ucas oFWales. 
B k--- Free 64 page 
colour biodnue. 
RING (01128)851341 
QUOTE W7D0 PUlu) 


White lOOO/o Cotton t-shirts.Size XL. £' 1 2.99 'Inc i p & p 
Rosie Nieper. CF. 12 

Middx, TW11 9LL. ornng018V25599Z^42nr5^ 


The Experience of a Lifetime! 

. .... Cbaiv Leopard 


^AlBTriNETEASE^ 


SlentmTIE 


I SOFT COSY SILK 


* - 1 ^ 1 ** ITWTfl,| ' < 


PROM 
nteatabie Quality & Value 



House and Horae 


sy SILK - The I 

yjj peHeanaunl I 

fibre for 

^-%‘m sleep* ore. 

P .-TOT- dvnwl-car Su 

‘ Badermear. F« 
dot range of 
. easyare|»re 

It ^2 - lift gJHMUll 

m«Je m Bniare 

: - available ia*a 

V enter call; 

•*’ ^ -Ji 01761 

410107 

SiruSiDepi I tWestfidilEime. 
Midsmner Nrewa. Bad BA? 4BH 


Pure dk thong brief, black 
sak. scarlet heart goto 
bitcw. Luxury gift pacted 
inducting your personal 
message. D'etat 
FREEPOST, Personal 


AIIV ir o 

r H 4 Track the fton're Snow Leopard 

* Save Borneo's precious 
E»- * Search for Dinosaurs tn Montana 
^ ♦ Record India's vanishing festival 
{XS For details nf hov to join these exatug expedtnoia 
£ Ttlcphol 01865 llimpl'M 




Touh.DepLD.l.P.OJoDi 

48, MaitWcr, M20 7PT. 
Hurry. Hurry uhi/st 
stocks fast. j 


•UJM* AaOerg"— 


“JsUBEU^TCUNC 6 «M«. 
quMHy hoWeye hi NortoBt Com- 
tort our prtorty UoescortedBefl* 

carrtBd Wlndm® Ways 01903- 
871111 


A selection of superb, self wiring 
holiday properties in rural and coastal 

iMatio^ from Wordsworth and Beatnx 

Potter country to the borders. 
Contact Irene Dawson. 

Dales Holiday Cottages 
ETB Registered Agency 
Carieton Business P»K Skipton. 

North Yorkshire BD23 2DG 


SUPHIB COTTAGES. NOfflwnPjta. 

YbrVa Dales, L^Kea, Poato. Syicea 
Cottages (01244) 345700. 


HISTORIC BORDER country 

CondortaPIc conttaBy hartert ct I - 

taga. Sips 4 aB. behww O w*° 
A magrtfiesm NorthumUrtwi 
coast (T1 890 820201 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT Watcocna Col- 
togw. pm*, tom, tart mol. Many 
Ion awn Cl 50 p/» OctApiiL TW. 
01756 702215 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Uayn 
peninsula saa-aido ond c guntTy 
cottages, cawans to lot. Nwyn 
Hold (0758) 720674. 

N. WALES 1^000 
Mama, Shaws. Snowooraa 
KourW. 0175B 701 

A SELECTION ol hondptefead ett- 
tages. Character Cattagea 012B2 

TENBY . Smmder^out R WL 
bfokaoWra, 400 ImftwUta^ ®e« 
caiering homes near bwuWui 


caloruiQ nomea nw* 

“SSSSSt^ 

eoltagss soms stawp to 30- Many 

less ttvM C250 p* high season. 
01874876448 _ 

eOWEH. Mumbtes. SjmraeBl» 
cottages, houses, tats- 
from Home 01792 360824. 


-PEAK COTTAGES." QuADty s/C 
accom. In DortsyslRre Dales 1 
Pads. Braeh. 01 1 42 620777 


Scotland 


FbrSale 




A BtHTHDATE Newspaper. Flrtw 
phone (0800) 906609. 


\CORN MOB1LUY 

STAIR1-ITTS NEW 
Sc RECONDITIONED 


Charities 


M*iri r ' " m * 

action HOUOAYS tar 5 to 15 y» 
olds- superb cont ra* in S urrey. 
safiordsHm & La««^xm. 1 to4 
ratta. Free brochure 0170B 
814554 (arjttn^. 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS tor CHH*Wi 
Teenagere only. Cho«>ee PGt 

90 exOtfna hoaday* N 2* centres 
UK and Franca HoBdaya OT*™ 
tar an age 9"**^ ^ 

ABTA (V5683) WrtW PGL. 5M. 
Penyard Lana Ross-otvWya nn® 
5NR. For brochure call Frao on 
01989 783511. _ 


ikmw*ni hoube wjJSSS 

nMldno, Sauna Tyio Staani ftoom 

OH Quotes use- 2 night*. 5 Murae 

ntamrB&B tact VAT only C99, 3 
only 6130. Broctare 
[015394] 43636. 


f Provide a safe 
hnium fnr sailors 


Devon & Cornwall 


LAKE DISTRICT Wetoome OJt- 
tages. RataNnen, h, °* 5®" ***jy 
Mthan Cl 60 p/w Oct-AprIL 
BTOCrtjre TSL 01758 702208 


PATTERDALE MALL ESTATEottero 

range d ste accom onftewaaaoo 
sera Estate. Sei betwaen Ulfcrea- 
tar and HatvoByn- Brarfujro 
(017684) 82308- (24 ta) or tax. 
EDEN. An oasis ol peace In ms 
heart ol 2 national part® 
(LaiesAJatas). Free M 
accommodation JpNda. Eden 
Tourism 01788 882426 pMhra) 

UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES, 
sleep 2-22. Quaflty character; log 

Ares The CoppernUnea Cwwteon 
(015394) 41785. (24 firs) Special 
winter breaks from C95. 


West Country 


Scotland I 

r CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 


i Over 3.000 sclf<aiering 
8 properties in all areas 
R from luxury houses to 
croft cottages. 

( Wri,e or P lH>ne 

■3x ^5^ for brochure; 


i S year warranty now available 

> Thousands of satisfied customers 

■ Buy direct from the &i_ 

manufacturer 

■ National 24 hr 
breakdown cover 

• Open 7 days 


ntaoeita«OT*FIlEEaoobngai1on«|aoie 1 

fc t4( d0 l BO1274 722600 

wekomc for our b** 


Life at so has always (nit P***" 1 ^ “* 
naval Families. By making adoiiatwm 
or tea vinp * '<S*7 » ^°? al , 

Rests now you ctn help us, provide a 
■home fmen home' and Christian care 
for sailon and their familire. Fknse 
soul for detail* of lrgu«T P*' 1 *- ^ 
make your donanoo toi 

Roval Sailors' Rests Dept LDraa. 

L FREEPOST PT2D2, 

X 5 St. George’s Bute® Crowe 
PORTSMOUTH POl 3EY 
Tdepbooe No: 0170 S 

Itepnrrtd OwntT Ne. 48 


relax and DABBLE in an amazing range ol craft 
: [|ta -j sports facflWes. Fyoti GU1DeD WALKS to 

SSSKSswsa. 

Sssssasssg. 

AUGUST -4 NtS C181/E216; £290«380P.WJWXBO^ 
MANOR & ASHBURY HOTH£^P^^^^ 


HILLTHWAITE HOUSE Whdenttere | 
Thombarrow Roed. onrertootang 
Uie. A8 room ensutte (some wen 
Jacuzzi bitltt) SntoiUto TV, IW 1 
making. Sauna. Tyto Steam Room 
md heated Indoor pool solely lor 
our atasttf use. 2 nfghta. S etxaae 
Dinner B6B IneLVAT only EBB. 3 
nights only Cl 30. Brochure 

01538443838. 


BOOT, ESKDALE. Award wfnnmg 
character cottages tn Lakelands 
(most wlley. 01 B«7 231«. 
CUMBRIA. Waborttnwlte. MH »tt 
Hips 2-8. Wasdale 10m. pels wel- 
come. TB. 3 key 
onda/Weekty lets. (01 229)717326. | 
PRIVATELY OWNED Bungatawte 

Hawtehead nr Amhteslde. Photo s 

+ dataOs. 0161 748514a 


= if L . . _ 

30 Frederick &. 
L Edinburgh EH2 2JR 


WEST COUKTRY wrtcorea Coj- 
i taoes- Pe». Bn e n , h*® 1 ,ne - ~3 
taSthwi.C150 p/w Oct-Aprt. 

Brochure TM. 01 raSTOffll 8 
COTTAGES & HOUSES afl owrtha 
west Cowimr over 400, Wrtciy 
descrihed/teer ratert: cotour 
brochure. HdpM .K og gVf - 
Cootnbe 73. Chafltart^ueron- 
TQ13 BDF. fol 01647 433533. 
WATERSIDE Moortand [and Coated 
Locations. ETB Highly oom- 

rnondad propreltes. Bracture amt 

Video from Wate Counhy Col- 
taaes. 01626 333B7B • 

NEAR HATH BRISTOL C17tti Cen- 
tury farmhous e B& B, ElCpp/pn- 
TaL (0117) 937 2381 


| Yorkshire & The Dales 


Easter Breaks 


Country Cottages 
in ScofUmd 

EXCEPTIONAL holiday 
properties in the mote 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 
Fin»na laocMau 
JUNG ( 01328 ) 864011 
quota szm iwKnl 


roriahira DMes. Toik. Corel. 
Peak* L»k* DM** 


ILING&jF 

ABINETSmLcj 


Wanted 


■ PreOwned K 

Hwriihrriclwip 


VAT 

Ulfcel m 


2 n WI8ITWMOT|fJ 

11 Highest PricesH 
£89 Q paid in CASH |j 
vat H calthe D 
FREE H UX. ■ 
^ H Specialists 1 


DO YOU BELIEVE] 
IN LIFE AFTER 
DEATH'? 

We do. Kidney research saves 

lives. So do legacies. 

national 


ish f Su£tionaC 


Self -catering cottages on jQ| 

both coasts of Cornwall 
and on Scilly 

Send for your FRBB brochure ” 
today or "phono 01208 B725S9 

LOM1 WI1H1BL. CDIW1IIALL P L3a Q« T 

7 day PmibmI Sc rri cci 



CORNWALL AND DEVON 1« tr- 
iages throughout 101752) 
260711. 


AOUr I J. 

DEVON'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pais. Dnen, fuel Inc. Many lasa 
than El 50 W" Oct^rt- Broetwm 
01756 702203 


Books 


PUBLISHER 

(nvh« 

IBBflUSOtpBWr 

oSSS ^^ sr - 


Health & Leisure 




RAPID rkcoveky 

111 foictcM wtfldeaen, by 
Bpeeialte cmwultaflt with the 

aperient I" hdp job- 

0171 935 8844 

or write ur 

Gray* tiro 

lAUpn^-IBnpeteB.LMsi— 


RESEARCH fund 

3 Archers Court, Stukeley 
Road, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire PE18 6XG 
Telephone 0480 454828 
Registered Charity No. 252892 


English Country 
Cottages 


FOWEV/POUtUAN- Chatmlnfl 
mdsreido cottagoo wWi C/H 5 
CTv.supertivteiw, dbisMM lawj; 
able. Pets welcome. Tal. 01726 
870406 

ATTRACTIVE WATERSIDE COT- 
TAGE in trufy kreeiy Deron tot»- 
tion. Toad HaD Cottages. 01548 


RIDGEWAY RENTS 
il_ HW R Dept. IND, 

4 Quay Hill, 

Lymington, 

Hants. S041 9AR 
Tel: (01590) 679655 


SCOTLAND'S WBjCOME COT- 

TWHS - POT. Mn. MM Inc. Many 

teas man E150 ph* pct-Apni. 1 
Colour brochure. TaL 0175h 
702213 

COTTAGES -HOUSES, war 180 In 
South Scedand. Full colour 
brochure. G M Thomson 8 Co 

p^r^T^ COTTAGE hi <sdet 

Ounfrateghire eanaenvuon vfl- 
tana. Sins 6. Lg garden. STB S 
SSmTftn m tIBOpw. 01fl4fl 


-UoUday’ 

Cottages 


Over 200 super srfktfwtajj 

0(01756) 700872 

csssa& 


DISCOVER SCOTLAND. With a 
dwJce of over 100 deSghtfuJ coV | 
lag®#. Colour brochure. 01764 


"rsarBsraas 

sSmStAflB. Varte Pate. 

Norttngnbria. Laka fl.Psak s. Sykw 
r-.* 1^. HHMAiaaSTOO. 


finmow (MS44) 64S700. 
Y^Sp-^BWOPRAU.ttcW; 
tlas. Brochure, l la nonh Corel 

Hotel 01904 4251 EC 


UNSPOILT Ardnamurchan, Spa- 
cious bungnkra. Glortous 
Mchtede potettan, boaL Tot: 
(01 70S) B131E1. 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
setecdoo of IndMrfuad, tjuaSty a/c 
cottages m lovely highland toca- 
8ore 01 631 562056 
NR LOCHNVER, SuOwrtand. Com- 
fortable hows, steeps 8- TeL 
(01384)652246. 


"5 AK DNMVALLLD 

i choice rhroaghoor 
Devon. 

Free 428 pace 
colour btodture. 

Ring 

(0145S1 8S2222 
q.uarEEi»qii«Hn) 


FREE 184 page fluWa to the 500 
best vahio COQ&30S tn Devon. iw- 

(01 76322 f2»hl^ 


Devon & Cornwall 


Suffolk 


sOUTOHAMS.3bedtae.OTW; 
trom.aU summer. (01548) 
560064. 


BEER. DEVON 5 DORSET. Ovw 
100 cottages 6 ta^CoateS 
country. ETB Inspected- 
Barden Cottage HoMays. 01297 
20973 (24 hr*). 

DiTTtSHAH. Charming DamWo 
houso. Lag Ilia*, a an '° a nn - 

Sips 2-13.(01711 

; 6074969. 


NR UA-WORTH COVE Cl 7th 
thatched cottage, steeps two. on 
, edge of heath. From C1S0 por 
wSl TN 01305 883921. 


ST. IVES. Unlqua aall loft right on 
P ort hnwor Boach- Stea pc 2 -1Z. 
Every Iwury. (0171) 6074989. 


nvBR DART, sfc accomm. lor upio 
12.(01803)722 352 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pets, linen, fuel Inc- 
than El 60 por week Oct-AprIL 
Brochure 01 7SS 7022(71 

BODMIN MOOR. Wy«c setaudod 
I couagg. Log Bre. 4 poster. 01206 
74488. 


-Don't forget 
to mention file 
Independent ’ 
when replying to 
adverts 


SPACIOUS i COMFORTABLE hdty 
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arts 

How a modest Italian ornament became a priceless masterpiece by Michelangelo 


T his week, if you hdieve Dr 
Kathleen Weil-Garris Brandi, 
the world recovered a urcaj 
treasure. The circumstances were 
delightfully cinematic. For years 
the gloomy lobby of a Fifth Avenue 
mansion has contained u small 
stone sculpture of a cupid with a 
quiver in the shape of a lion's paw. 
The object was in plain dew but so 
famijiar that it was. effectively, 
invisible. One day. though, as Dr 
Brandt was passing, the lobby had 
been iiluminaied for some special 
event. Peering through the glass, 
she saw the sculpture brightly lit 
for the first lime. One cun imag- 
ine the scene as an Annunciation, 
a beam of golden light bearing 
down on the sacred ohject. Dr 
Brandt's heart beat a little faster. 
The canrrvppoiio of the back, the 
tightness of the curls, the model- 


ling of the lion's paw... surely this 
was no humble piece of garden 
statuary. After further research, 
and with much trepidation, she 
advanced the theory that the work 
was actually by Michelangelo. New 
York had lust a modest Italian 
ornament and gained a priceless 
work of art - a brilliant trade by 
anybody's standards. 

Dr Brandt has found support 
among other art historians. Our 
own Dr Nicholas Penny, of the 
National Gallery, weighed in on 
her side, telling the New York 
Times that “The more one looks at 
it. the more it grows on one, not 
only as a remarkable work of art 
hui something that makes sense as 
a work of Michelangelo." 

What exactly docs it mean, 
though, to “make sense" as a work 
of Michelangelo? It is an impor- 


tant question, as Dr Penny has 
good reason to know, because the 
last art-world fuss over the authen- 
ticity of a Michelangelo came 
much closer to home, it arose over 
the reattrihution - the promo- 
tion, in effect - of the National 
Gallery's Entombment of Christ. 
The case against was put by an 
enraged Professor James Beck: 
"To make the Entombment a 
Michelangelo ", he said, “dimin- 
ishes the creativity of Michelan- 
gelo. It means placing a third-rate 
work at his doorstep. That is a vio- 
lation of his integrity." {To have 
20th-century academics presume 
what your integrity consists of 
mighl be considered a larger vio- 
lation still, but let that pass.) 

integrity is important to us, and 
has been for centuries. The qual- 
ity has another name, too, and one 


THOMAS 
SUTCLIFFE 

rather more pertinent to these 
questions of artistic provenance — 
“authenticity". And here we arrive 
at a paradox. In its larger moral 
sense, authenticity (as applied to 
people or their behaviour) con- 
tains some notion of intransigence 
or resistance to the smoothing 
impulse of society. We detect 
authenticity in humans by those 
features in them which don't con- 
form to pattern. In art history, 
however, quite the opposite is 
true. Authenticity that “makes 


sense" depends on an essentially 
artistic finish if it cannot come up 
with incontrovertible paperwork. 
In the absenec of a signature ( and, 
what's more, a signature which has 
several more signatures to vouch 
for its authenticity), we rely on 
something more like plausibility or 
coherence. 

In Sincerity and Authenticity, 
Lionel Trilling wrote that “the 
work of art is itself authentic by 
reason of its entire self-definition: 
it is understood to exist wholly by 
the laws of its own being, which 
include the right to embody 
painful, ignoble, or socially unac- 
ceptable subject-matters. Similarly 
the artist seeks his personal 
authenticity in his entire auto- 
nomousness." This may not be 
how Michelangelo thought of the 
matter (Trilling is speaking specif- 


ically of a 19-century habit of 
mind), but it is. to some degree, 
how we now think of Michel- 
angelo, in his isolated and heroic 
creativity. And as he isn’t around 
to clarify exactly whaL it is to be 
authentically Michelangclesque, 
we must do the work for him. 
Dead people don't have the luxury 
of “autonomousness”. 

The result can be decidedly odd 
- the careful creation of a new 
being, incapable of error or even 
the labour of false starts. It bas 
happened to other artists, too. In 
the past 90 years, we have lost 
more than half the Rembrandts 
that were in existence at the begin- 
ning of the century; not through 
some inconceivable carelessness 
on the pan of curators, but 

because the Rembrandt Research 
Project has doggedly hacked away 


at what it considers to be false 
attributions. They have relied 
mostly on stylistic considerations 
(just as Dr Brandt did with her 
Michelangelo), effectively remov- 
in° “lesser works" from the corpus. 
As they proceed, Rembrandt 
becomes a greater and greater 
artist and, in some respects at least, 
less and less humanly interesting. 

Clearly the procedure works 
both ways - if a work of art is ele- 
vated to the corpus, it is honour- 
bound to live up to its new estate. 
This sometimes takes diligence, as 
with the world’s fresh scrutiny of 
the New York cupid. “The more 
one looks at it." Dr Penny said, 
“the more it grows on one." But 
would anyone have looked so hard 
or seen so much if that new and 
glamorous authenticity had never 
been advanced? 



Charmei; charlatan, patron, pius 

Diaghilev was the century^ most flamboyant fixer and artistic visionary. A major new exhibition tries to get the measure of the man. By Paul Taylor 


S ergei Pavlovich Diaghilev (1872-1929) 
had a badger-stripe of white in his dark 
hair, giving him a look of Susan Sontag 
and Bride of Frankenstein. In the por- 
traits of the great Russian impresario 
lhai you find dotted around "Diaghilev: 
Creator of the Ballets Russes" at the Barbican, 
this feature (which eamt him the nickname 
“Chinchilla") is somewhat easier to spot than 
evidence of the formidable charm to which his 
contemporaries made ritual reference. 

“He could charm a dead man to life,” wrote 
the English showman. CB Cochran, and that 
can’t be much of,a« exaggeration, given the 


agnetisra and persuasive 
>e founded the Ballets 
already organised the 
■ an at the Paris Salon 
'□certs of Russian 
Chaliapin, Racb- 
kov to Paris audi- 
to the glories of 


range of Diaghile 
powers. By the ti 
Russes in 1911, he 
1906 exhibition of 
d'Automne, the 
music (which introdu' 
maninov and Rimsky-! 
ences), and treated the 
Bom Godunov . In the two V tons of 1909 and 
1910 he had gone on - despite the curious fact 
that he was initially no enthusiast of the form 
- to make ballet the vehicle for his vision of the 
Gesamtkunstnerk, a synthesis of music, paint- 
ing and movement in the totally integrated work 
of art. In Petrushka 11910), the dance drama 
about the puppet with human feelings, he had 
supervised the supreme example of what he was 
aiming for. The circle of talent with which he 
had surrounded himself was already such a roll- 
call of the rarefied that any future film version 
of his life would be bound to run into acute dia- 
logue difficulties: “Could you just hold on a sec, 
Benois. old chap, I’ve gor Stravinsky on the 
other line. Apparently, Nijinsky’s throwing a 
wobbly. No, I said Nij-insky, not Strav. Well, 
bang goes brunch with Proust." 

There’s a caricature by Pavel Shcherbov 
which shows Diaghilev on a stool in homely skirt 
and blouse literally milking Princess Tenisheva, 
his World of Art sponsor, who is represented as 
a cow. To finance his projects, the impresario 
was continually forced to make overtures to 
wealthy, titled types. Diaghilev s seasons tended 
to be critical smashes but financial failures. The 
Firebird was no Siartighi Express, a gleaming 
example of that process in reverse. 

The point about the cartoon, though, is that 
it's a rare instance of Diaghilev, the consummate 
operator, depicted in activity. The vast bulk of 
the images here - including the famous Leon 
Bakst portrait of him with his old nanny in the 
background - give you scant inkling of the man’s 
drive and dynamism. They recall, rather, Osbert 
Sitwell’s marvellous description of him in Great 
Morning: “When he was preoccupied, his mas- 
sive head, with a nose of the fiat, not aquiline, 
Russian type, had something of a Velasquez 
dwarfs air of solemn pathos and listless fatality.” 

But what of the theatre he masterminded? 
Does the energy of that come across? ft would 
indeed be an ironic fate for productions that 
strove to bring the arts into a vital synthesis, if. 
in separating out their elements, an exhibition 
were to Jet the life leak away. The current show 
has tried to guard against this by employing the 
designer, Paul Dart, to throw a theatrical 
atmosphere round the exhibits. This works best 
in the extraordinary installation on the lower 
level where - in an effect that is like looking 
down a long, magical tunnel of fairy-tale grot- 
toes - a succession of Bakst and Benois stage 
designs (to Cleopatre, Petrushka, Schehenezade 
etc) open out on to each other, pulling you in 
to examine the relevant objects (costumes, 
posters, props, statuary) housed in the spaces 
between. With their “oriental” subject matter, 
exotic decor and revolutionary palette of over- 
whelmingly rich, sensual shades, these designs 
would make a stage buzz with vibrancy before 
a dancer stepped anywhere near it. 

Compared to the drama of the designs - 
notably Bakst's costume-design painti n g s which 
demonstrate his phenomenal knack of pre- 
senting dress as the intoxicated extension of 
emotion rather than as just so much coloured 
fabric - the actual costumes in their glass cases 
seem a little faded and inert Not that there is 
any music for them to come alive to, since, 
although these ballets boast scores by Stravin- 
sky, Debussy. Ravel, Rimsky-Korsakov et al, a 
decision has been taken that the exhibition is 
best perambulated in silence. 

There’s a puzzling omission among the cos- 
tumes. “Nijinsky appeared at the Imperial 
Theatre in the tightest rights anyone had ever 
seen [in fact, an athletic support padded with 
handkerchiefs and little else],” remarked 
Stravinsky of the dancer’s 1911 performance as 
Albrecht in Giselle, where he refused to appear 
before the audience in the discreet. Renais- 
sance-style outfit Benois had designed. You . 
could argue that the bandage-like substitute he 
insisted on sporting is one of the more pivotal 
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undergarments in cultural history, since it led 
to Nijinsky’s dismissal from the Imperial 
Theatre and to the creation of the Ballets 
Russes. Diaghilev, who had hitherto merely 
borrowed Russian artists for his Paris seasons, 
now exploited the situation to found his own 
independent company and to bind his lover 
Nijinsky ever closer to him. More than a storm 
in a truss, then, and I think that, assuming it 
hasn’t been pawed ro bits, we couid have been 
granted a gawp at this historic object. 

The cut-off point for the exhibition is the out- 
break of the First World War, with Diaghilev 
and his troupe stranded away from their home- 
land and scattered in Europe and the US. 
Ahead of the impresario lay a further 15 years 
of achievement and the decision to look to the 
European avant-garde (notably the Cubism of 
Picasso) rather than back to Russia for design 
inspiration. But renewed interest in Diaghilev 
in his post-Communist homeland has meant 
that pre-Revolutionary items can now be 
brought over for the first time, and rhe exhibi- 
tion is keen to emphasise the enduring Russ- 
ian influences on his art up to that date. 

The value of the early sections is that they 
establish a sense of the culture from which 
Diaghilev sprang, introducing you to such 
notable forerunners of the impresario as Sawa 
Mamontov (1841-1918), a wealthy industrial- 


ist and patron who founded an arts colony on 
the Abram tsevo estate, a successful ceramics 
workshop and a loss-making but highly 
esteemed private opera company in Moscow. 
While the scenic department of the Imperial 
Theatre churned out standard-issue glades, 
lakes and palaces, Mamontov's company saw 
design as a painterly challenge and an oppor- 
tunity to revitalise national culture. His was an 
example, you feel, nor wasted on Diaghilev. 

It's to be hoped that when the promised exhi- 
bition of the remaining years is mounted, it will 
be as accommodating to the complicated legacy 
of Diaghilev. whose company promptly folded on 
his death in 1929, as this show has been to what 
shaped him and to the St Petersburg intellectual 
circJes in which he made his first impact “I am, 
first a great charlatan, though with dash,” he had 
written to his stepmother in 1895, “second, a great 
charmer, third, cheeky, fourth, a person with a 
lot of logic and few principles, and fifth, some- 
one afflicted, it seems, with a complete absence 
of talent. I think I’ve found my true vocation: to 
be apatron of the arts. Fbrthat I have everything 
I need except the money. Moistp viendra..r He 
could have added that, sixth, be was dairvoyanL 

‘Diaghilev: Creator of the Ballets Russes’ is 

at the Barbican Centre, London EC2 

(0171-638 8891) to 14 April 


Ctockwfse from left- 
’Portrait of Diaghilev 
with his nanny’ by Leon 
Bakst (State Russian 
Museum, St 
Petersburg); Alexandre 
Benois’ set design for 
Petrushka's room in 
‘Petrushka’, 1911 
(Bolshoi Theatre 
Museum, Moscow); and 
Bakst's costume 
designs for the Golden 
Negro (right) and an 
Odalisque (left) in 
‘Scheherazade’, 1910 
(Private collection) 
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arts reviews 


TELEVISION 

Paul Merton in... (IIV) 

Jasper Rees propounds the novel theory 
that comedy is, in tact the new opera 


o Dead Funny, Terry Johnson’s recent West 

End hit, four bores hold a wake for Benny HilL 
I The theory proposed by the play, and implied 
in the title, is that comedy cannot survive resus- 
citation. On the principle that an old joke is any 
joke told more than once, Johnson derides the 
anorak instinct to dig up classic sketches and 
parade them anew. It's in accordance with this 
theory that modern comedy has come to be 
known as the new rock’n’roll, sending forth brat- 
tish new stars and exciting trend-spotting arts 
pages to increase its quota' of column inches. 

Now Paul Menon in Gallon and Simpson's .... 
has come along to test this theory. The project, 
in which Merton plays the parts originally writ- 
ten for Tony Hancock, proposes comedy as the 
new opera, with a fixed repertoire of classic 
libretti and arias. 

Merton has already given the BBC his idio- 
syncratic PhD on vintage comedy, so this would 
appear to be the next logical step: a archeologi- 
cal dig for yesleiycar's laughs, with Merton as 
chief shoveller. He is both well and ill equipped 
for the task. He knows the material backwards, 
but sometimes he might get more laughs if he said 
it backwards. Despite positioning himself as a 
keeper of the flame, he’s also television’s most 
accomplished improv comedian. Never very 
gpod at making other people’s lines his own, 
almost all his best work is done without a script 

In other words, his generous instincts are not 
in doubt but his ability' to act is. He has a mea- 
sure of Hancock’s uppity menace but, with a vol- 
ume control that goes no lower than nine, none 
of his pathos. It could easily be claimed that this 
is irrelevant but if comedy even by writers as bril- 
liant as Ray Gaiton and Alan Simpson is to have 
a shelf life, it needs to erase the memory of its pre- 
miere. Because he died before the days when every 
programme was kept for posterity, there is a bit 
of case to be made for modernising Hancock. In 
principle, though, it looks a heretical undertaking. 

The first Half Hour for revival was Twelve Angry 
Men. in which Merton played the chief foreman 
who tries to persuade the jury of a plainly guilty 
criminal's innocence. The script itself is still in 
gpodish nick (“Does Magna Carta mean anything 
to you? Did she die in vainV”), and the professional 
stereotypes on the fringes have not appreciably 
aged in 30 years. The only regrettable sections have 
been inserted to give it an updating tweak. Ref- 
erences to Rumpoie and public-utility laicals are 
harmless enough, but the OJ Simpson joke was 
there simply for texture: an equivalently limp line 
wouldn't have sullied the text first lime round. 

Dead Funny . incidentally, quotes the last lines 
Gaiton and Simpson ever wrote for Hancock, in 
which he moans that after he's gone all he can 
expect is “a few daffodils in a jamjar". This ven- 
ture will make his memory ever fonder. As for 
Gallon and Simpson, it makes them the butt of 
Iheir own joke. 


‘Ill tell you the best thing about Victorian satire - no subtlety' 


THEATRE Slaughter City, RSC Pit, London 

Naomi Wallace’s blood-stained account of American industrial relations 
offers large dollops of symbolism, but no slice of life. By Paul Taylor 



God's co-workers, Brandon (Alexis Daniel) and Roach (Lisa Gaye Dixon), all victims of the Sausage Man 


Photograph: Strait Morris 


Y ou can’t accuse Naomi Wallace of malingering in the one 
milieu. Her last couple of plays, for example, have transported 
us on Gulf War flashbacks (In the Heart of America) and to 
a boarded-up London house during the Great Plague of 166S 
(the excellent One Flea Spare). Slaughter City , now premiered 
in Ron Daniels’s Pit production, deposits us in a US abattoir, 
designed to offer a symbolic microcosm of the pernicious rela- 
tions between capital and labour. The set is as bloody as a 
butcher’s apron. Carousels of realistic-looking carcasses swing 
by on hooks. Innards are rummaged ouL Gristle is sliced from 
bone. These must have been testing times for any herbivores in 
the RSC’s scenic and props department. 

But though the setting of her plays may be varied, a strain of 
repetitiveness can now be detected. In In the Heart of America, the 
confused ghost of a Vietnamese woman searched for the murderer 
of her three-year-old daughter in a world where, after US action 
in Panama, Grenada and Operation Desert Storm, parallel post- 
mortems were taking place. The implication, highly tendentious, 
was that all American wars are. at some level, the same: a repeat 
of the My Lai massacre. 

Slaughter City applies that formula to the history of injustice, 
negligence and* disaster in the field of American industrial rela- 
tions. Here, the perplexed figure who wanders in from the past so 
as to point up the debatable theme of endless recurrence is Cod 
(a signally intense Otwen Fouere). Her mother, a turn of the cen- 
tury textile worker, had had to jump to her death from a fire but 


managed to save Cod, still in the womb, by making a last-minute 
pact with the Sausage Man (Robert Langdon Lloyd). 

With his grinder turning disgusting reftise into profit, this fig- 
ure emblematises capital, but he evidently has supernatural 
powers. The price of saving the child’s life is that she become his 
“spark", to be sent wherever he chooses for ever. He seems to revel 
in Cod’s resistance to him, “the labourer against my system! It’s 
glorious, it’s heroic. And we have all the time in the world. . .” Tb 
him. it’s a game he thinks he can’t lose; to her, it’s like a recurring 
nightmare as, in male disguise, she’s taken to be a witness-partic- 
ipant in one industrial honor after another. 

Slaughter City ends with her breaking the cycle and taking effec- 
tive action in the here and now. You may wonder, though, 
whether that inspirational close compensates for the drawbacks 
of giving the piece a cumbersome, far-fetched and confusing 
mythic element that raises more doubts than it resolves. Cod’s 
co-workers are splendidly played by Lisa Gaye Dixon, Sophie 
Stanton and Alexis Daniel and there is, at times, despite an over- 
dosing on meat metaphors, a hard-edged particularity in the writ- 
ing I’d have preferred to find out more about them lives instead 
of being shown the pattern of which they are allegedly part. And 
that pattern is simplistic. The boss (Linal Haft) has a pet which 
is the single last surviving snail of its kind. I bet you can’t guess 
what happens to it and him. WelL talk about asking for it. 

Barbican, London EC2. Booking: 0171-638 8891, in rep 


CLASSICAL 

Emerson Quartet/ Barbican 

Urey brought Baitok to a boil last year, 
but Beethoven fell flat By Robert Cowan 


. rvused beneath a warmly coloured backdrop, die 
[■^Emerson Quartet made piquant music of 
I • Beethoven’s D major String Quartet, Op IS 
No 3. It was a taut affair, alert to every modula- 
tion. consistently incisive and elegantly articulate. 

Furthermore, the Quartet's instruments enhanced 
the effect, though Philip Setter's Lupot sounded 
rather brighter in tone than Eugene D nicker's 
Stradivarius. Setter led the first half, swapping to 
second fiddle after the interval (ie, for the first 
“Razumovsky" Quartet) although if any one 
member warranted special praise, it was cellist 
David Finckel, a strong player with a full, vibrant 
tone beautifully sustained. Violist Lawrence Dut- 
ton ^ was the most visibly demonstrative of the four, 
swaying to the rhythm of the phrase, while 
D nicker kept his eyes firmly on the music. 

Nothing seemed left to chance, a wise decision 
given that tempos were generally swift, even a 
mite breathless. Beethoven marked his slow 
movement Andante con molo, meaning “don't 
dawdle". The Emersons took due note, but 
switching to their hew Deutsche Grammophon 
CD of the piece -recorded two years ago but only 
just released -revealed a level of repose lacking 
from Wednesday’s performance. The Scherzo, 
too, seemed rushed and, again, comparisons with 
the recording suggest impatience on stage. The 
F major Quartet is Op 18’s strongest component 
and features an anguished slow movement that 
was inspired, we’re told, by the burial-vault scene 
from Romeo and Juliet. It's marked “ Adagio affet- 
tuoso e appassionato” but although the Emersons 
brought great visceral excitement to the music* s 
more urgent episodes, there was no sense of dan- 
ger, no necessary risk-taking: it was all too far 
from the edge. Likewise in the first “Razu- 
movsky” Quartet where the hilarious Scherzo 
spins a dazzling sequence of musical one-liners 
and the Adagio cries its soulful confession. On 
one occasion, Drucker almost broke the barri- 
ers of propriety (that was during the latter half 
of the slow movement), but elsewhere I sensed 
the same predictable story of earnestness, accu- 
racy and applied charm. 

It seems palpably unfair to criticise playing that, 
if taken at face value, has so much to offer - cer- 
tainly in terms of polish, virtuosity and finesse. The 
Emersons are fine musicians: they have impec- 
cable taste; they phrase intelligently and they 
make a beautiful sound. And yet, somehow, their 
Beethoven never caught fire, at least not on this 
first lap of their complete cycle. I could hardly 
believe that here was the group that brought Bar- 
tok to the boil last summer (QEH). Perhaps 
Beethoven poses them a more personal challenge: 
perhaps they need to cast off the formalities of 
stage performance and ease into private dialogue 
where, away from the public's gaze, they can “do 
the Beethovenian thing" without any inhibitions. 
But, of course, it’s early days yet and they could 
quite easily loosen up for the rest of the series. 



II I'll tell you." says Samuel Alderton, 

I “what isn’t funny." “What?" I ask. 

I “Paul Menon." he replies. “He’s 
not funny. Neither is Monty Python, 
the Young Ones, and those so-called 
alternative comedians like Ben Elton 
and that bloody stupid Alexei Savle. 
They aren't funny. It's nil ‘Thatcher’ 
this, shout shout shout." “Not at all 
funny, no no." adds Samuel’s wife, 
Melissa. “Shouting isn’t funny. Yelling 
isn’t amusing.” “Out of all the con- 
temporary comedians,” concludes 
Samuel, sternly. "I'll tell you who the 
only funny ones are.” “Who?” I ask. 
“The Goons.” replies Samuel. “Now 
that's funny." “Yes.” laughs Melissa. 


“YingTong Yiddle I Po ... Ha ha ha!” 

Samuel and Melissa Aiderton are 
the founder members of LOVS - 
“Lovers of Victorian Satire" - a small 
group of like-minded people dedi- 
cated to bringing the joys of “this mar- 
vellous. marvellous, marvellous old 
art" back to the people. They perfonn 
their favourite songs and sketches at 
schools and festivals, and organise 
evenings in which they all sit around 
and laugh and shake their heads in 
wonder. Which is exactly what 25 of us 
are doing now, at a conference room 
at the Holiday Inn in King's Cross. 
“Listen to this." he says. “Listen to this 
... it’s devastating." 



He puts on a very old 78 recording 
of a man performing a song entitled “In 
Trinity Church I Met Me Doom", and 
we sit in silent awe. “In Trinity Church 
I Met Me Doom.-" sings the man. “A 
Ra Ra A Ra A De De Deee," sing 
Samuel and Melissa in unison. “The 
missus hit me with a broom” sings the 
man. “A Ra Ra A Ra A De De Deee," 
sing Samuel and Melissa. “You see,” 
says Samuel. “They didn’t need to 
shouL They didn’t need nastiness." 

“He’s bein' a little nasty to his wife,” 
I offer tentatively. “It’s a joke," bellows 
Samuel. “It’s all clean fon. Bloody polit- 
ical correctness. It’s not like he's hit- 
ting her with a broom, is it now?" 


STUART MORRIS 


“It’s not wife battery.” agrees 
Melissa. “Til tell you the best thing 
about Victorian satire." “What?" I ask. 
“No subtlety,” she replies. “No nuances. 
Nowadays it’s all nuances and sub- texts. 
Bloody ridiculous. What are they? 
Funnymen, or university lecturers?" 

The high-spot of tonighfs party is lis- 
tening to Samuel and Melissa per- 
forming a sketch entitled “The Gen- 
darme”. “Excuse me," says Samuel. 
“OwT says Melissa. “My lady wife,” 
says Samuel, “fell out of bed last 
night." ~Ooh la to!" says Melissa. “She’s 
so fat," concludes Samuel, “that she 
rolled herself back to sleep." 

There is a huge laugh. 


“That joke can be traced back to 
1895," whispers an aged man called 
Bob. “One hundred whole years ago." 
He gives his wife a wink. “Before even 
you were born. You see, our Victorian 
forefathers knew how to let their hair 
down, contrary to popular belief” 
“I've got a question,” I say. “Why is 
he telling a policeman that his wife fell 
out of bed? You’d be done for wasting 
police time if you did that now. You’d 
probably be locked in a padded ceiL” 
“Wel( that’s the difference isn’t it?” 
says Melissa. “The policemen were a 
lot more friendly in those days. Life was 
a lot more friendly.” 

“Ill tell you who I blame for the 


death of Victorian satire,” says Samuel 
later, as the night reaches its end. 

“Who?" I ask. 

“Thatcher." says Samuel. 

“You sound like an alternative come- 
dian,” I say. 

“No, seriously," says Samuel. “When 
Thatcher said we should all get back to 
Victorian values, she was talking about 
discipline and silence during meals. 
That sort of thing. It gave the Victori- 
ans such a bad name. You know what 
Victorian values really were?" 

“What?" I say. 

“Having a bloody good laugh,” says 
SamueL “That’s what. Having a bloody 
good time. “ 
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THE PLAY 

FLESH FLY 


Ben Jonson’s classic comedy, a savage satire on 
human greed and sickness, in Trevor Lloyd’s new 
adaptation lor Graeae, Europe’s leading theatre 
company for disabled actors. 




critical view 


Paul Taylor was impressed. "A comic zest that is 
tree from either sentimentality or brooding 
bitterness. An evening you wont forget in a hurry." 
"Roof, if any were needed that [disability! can tie 
deployed with imagination and style," observed 
Time Out. “This is theatre at its most compelling. A 
classic has' been made to speak with startling 
urgency and freshness," exclaimed the Telegraph. 


THE FILM 

HEAT 


Michael “The Lost of the Mohicans * Mann gras 
back to the streets (LA) with a couple of obsessives: 
A! Pacino as a smart, lonely cop and Robert DeNiro 
as the leader rf a gang of thieves..-' •/. . .. . • > 

Adam Mars- Jones was lukewarm.’ Eytfi the action - 
set-piece "doesn’t make the pulse race*. “Our old 
Hollywood friend, Zen Buddyism^iiw little 
human drama there is," groaned ^ Financial 
Times. "Heat applies the brat," approved, the = • 
Times. "The most spectacular B-movie ever made",, 
proclaimed the Guardian:. "The test American - film /. 
of the ‘90s. That good," dedaredT/me Out.- ■ 


: Mt^ignsb^^ 

OUR FRIENDS IN THE N 




Peter Flannery's nine-part ^ -• •; : •-^*%ndtesupekecf^^^tr4httotir 

emotional jromjpfion ratals ^fburfaends over three: '7 :: wW^n-jmpeGcafcty cfw^Sr?^ r fae Brodskv 
decades- (ranlS64, in ojBwvwwls,adraroatisetf yi ' 


nn iNAiif Oval House, London (0181-582 7680) to Sun. Tues- 

Oll VI6W Weds, West Yorkshire Playhouse (0113 244-2111); 

Thurs-Sat, Warwick Arts Centre (01203 524524k. 


On general release, oyt 15i 


our view 


A million miles away from 
special pleading. A tumultuous 
follow-up to the huge success 
of their production of Ubu. 



Overly stylised, long (around 
three hours) and 
disappointing. Don't believe 4 
the hype..'. . • ' ' 
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This is how it used to work: you 
wrote a book, people read it, it 
made you a star. Not any more. 
Writers are making their reputations 
before they've published a word 


By Jason Cowley 

C an a publisher predetermine 
the critical reception of u book? 
This Mareh. you are sure to 
hear, sooner or later, of The 
Pehl to Pleasure, by John Lan- 
chesier, easily the most hyped 
noyelistic debut since Vikram Seih's.4 
Suitable Boy. Lanehester s hook has 
been pre-emptively applauded as “the 
publishing event of the year” and as 
“ihe most brilliant and originaj novel 
to appear by an English author for a 
decade" - not by the eritics, but by his 
own publishers. Picador. In case, that 
is too muted for the book-reading 
audience. Picador has also predicted 
that the novel will take its place along- 
side the “great international best- 
sellers: Patrick Susskind’s Perfume. 
Donna Tam’s The Secret History and 
Peter Hoeg*s Miss Smilla’s Feeling for 
Snow’. 

Structured as a kind of elaborate 
cookbook. The Debt to Pleasure is nar- 
rated by the fastidiously fatigued Tar- 
quin Winot, gourmet, aesthete and 
murderer. There is a sumptuousness 
and Nabokovion hauteur about the 
prose, but also an oppressive know- 
ingness of tone that doesn’t always ring 
true. Still, the hype appears to be 
working. The Debt has been sold to 
publishers in Canada. Germany, Italy. 
Spain, Japan. Sweden and Brazil. Lan- 
ch ester has become a rich man without 
selling a single copy of his book. And 
one could happily write off its success 
as no more than cunning marketing 
were it not for a strange phenomenon. 

At the Frankfurt Book Fair last 
October. Picador held a party at which 
Lanehester congenially received his 
admirers - Japanese translators, Ital- 
ian scouts. Polish scribblers. After the 
event, the fair resounded to the sound 
of his name - but people seemed to be 
speaking about the book exclushely in 
the terms prescribed by the publisher. 
Comparisons were being made - as 
though they were original thoughts - 
with Donna Thrtt and Patrick Suskind. 
More than once I heard the book 
described as “the publishing event of 
the year". And back in England, the 
same phrase began to appear in pre- 
views of spring fiction... 

What it seems Picador has done with 
its cleverly calculated campaign is 
nothing less than try to control the 
terras on which the novel will be 
assessed, to pre-arrange future inter- 
pretations of one of its titles. It’s quite 


a concept, the publishcr-as-critic: very 
postmodernist. 

Hype in the mid-Nineties is a mat- 
ter of pre-arranging fame. In 181 2. 
Lord Byron could write. “I awoke one 
morning and found myself famous,” 
after the first two cantos of his sprawl- 
ing narrative poem “Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage” were received with rapture 
on l heir publication. In 1996. publish- 
ers are so skilled and assiduous at 
creating an aura of pre-publication 
expectation that writers can achieve a 
kind of fame long before they have 
published any thing at all. 

Jon Riley, who bought The Debt for 
Picador, concedes that there’s a dan- 
ger that the hype may. in the end. work 
against it. “1 think people are rightly 
suspicious of publishers’ pre-publica- 
tion celebrations.” he says. “But you 
only get the chance every so often in 
your life to make the claims we've been 
making about John's novel and get 
away with it. I’m encouraged that 
other people are using the same kind 
of language as we are about the book, 
even though they don't have a vested 
interest in it." 

Tim Adams, literary editor of a 
national Sunday paper, says, “Although 
I feel we are always going to be sus- 
ceptible to hype. I am suspicious when 
a publisher starts to talk up a book. 
They are under pressure to produce 
one new sensation each season, and, of 
course, you can’t expect to do thaL 
Publishers also seem obsessed with 
finding new young writers -the next big 
thing- when I thmk they would be bet- 
ter served investing in some of their 
more established names.” What does 
he think of the Lanehester? “Oh, it 
fully justifies the hype: it’s an excep- 
tional novel.” 

Another way in which publishers can 
guarantee interest in a first novel is to 
pay a lot of money for il Evelyn 'flfcugh 
gave this advice to an aspiring writer 
“Reviews matter very little in the case 
of a novel. The important thing is to 
make people talk about iL You can do 
this by forcing your way into the news- 
papers in some other way.” Two young 
writers who have broken free from the 
ghetto of the book pages are Martin 
Bedford and James Hawes, both of 
whom made front page news when 
their novels Acts of Revision and A 
While Merc with Fins were bought by 
Transworid and Cape for large bucks. 

A lecturer at Swansea University, 


Hawes has written an excitable, hectic 
debut about an indolent graduate who 
dreams of robbing an establishment he 
calls “Michael Winner’s Private Bank”. 
As with the Lanehester. the book is 
receiving the full treatment “1 photo- 
copied White Merc 25 times as soon as 
I’d bought the book,” says publisher 
Dan Franklin, “because you have to get 
everybody in the office saying it’s great 
even editors from other divisions.” 

The reason for this excitement is 
mostly money. “If a publisher has paid 
a lot for a book, then he is going to pro- 
mote it” says the agent and publisher 
Christopher Stnclair-Stcvenson. “It’s so 
difficult to get anyone interested in a 
first novel that, when you publish one 
you believe in, you must try to get 
everyone behind you. If you continu- 
ally tell your sales and marketing 
departments that you've bought a mas- 
terpiece, they eventually believe you." 

Ursula Mackenzie, publishing direc- 
tor of Ihansworld, points out that the 
only way to create interest and expec- 
tation in novels for which the promo- 
tional budget is small is to decorate the 
jacket with encomia. Among the most 
vigorously puffed debuts of the 
moment are Catherine Fox’s Angels 
and Men , over which fellow Penguin 
authors Barbara Trapido and Pat 
Barker expressed great enthusiasm; 
and David Huggins’s The Big toss, on 
whose jacket the names of Will Self, 
Stephen Freare and Stephen Fry are 
daubed like slogans. That Self and Fry 
are also among the most prolific puffers 
in town may not diminish the force of 
their recommendations. 

Mackenzie says: “We often send out 
our first novels to writers and celebri- 
ties to see if we can get some good 
quotes. Sometimes this is the only way 
you can help a first novelist. We did 
this with Kate Atkinson’s [Whitbread- 
winning] Behind the Scenes at the 
Museum , for which we were lucky 
enough to get a fabulous quote from 
Margaret Rarster which we put on the 
front of the proof We were also lucky 
that Kate’s novel has a breadth of 
appeal; I don't think you can say the 
same about the Lanehester.” 

As for Lanehester himself, he is 
acutely conscious of the burden of 
expectation that’s been placed on him. 
“It’s like rve been dragged slowly up 
to the top of a roller coaster.” he told 
the Bookseller in a recent interview, 
“and now I’m about to be let go...” 



Old Nick and the spin doctors 

Was the Devil the child of anti-Jewish ppapnda? Jan Morris raises an agnostic eyebrow 


I f you fee/ like a few hours by 
the fire reading interesting 
theological speculations in 
the company of a learned, 
articulate, sometimes repeti- 
tive but never boring Ameri- 
can academic, this may well be 
the book for you. If, on the 
other hand, you are pining for 
fresh insights into the roots 
and loyalties of evil; skip iL 
Like most theologians, of all 
religions. Professor Pagels is 
either unable or reluctant to 
differentiate between the real 
and the figurative, so that she 
leaves us at the end little the 
wiser about what or who Satan 
was originally supposed to be 
-being, image, fact or symbol? 

I write not just as an out- 
and-out agnostic but as a 
despiser of theological and 
philosophical gobbledygook. 
Take this banal truism, so 
dear to Pagels that she prints 
it twice: “The worldview of 
most peoples consists essen- 
tially of two pairs of binary 
oppositions: human/not human 
and we/they”. Big deal. It 
would be an odd world view 
indeed that confused one’s 
grandmother with a centipede 
and could not tell the differ- 
ence between ourselves and 
everyone else; but the thought 
chimes happily with the 
currently fashionable concept 
of “The Other” 

Pagels’s catchy title is mis- 
leading. The Origin of Satan is 
based upon learned papers 
she has written for scholarly 


journals on varied theological 
subjects, now revised to make 
them “more generally acces- 
sible” for you and me, and it 
returns only intermittently, 
when its author remembers 
(or perhaps when its editor 
reminds her), to the explicit 
theme of Satanic origins. It 
concerns itself almost entirely 
with the Judaeo-Christian tra- 
dition. virtually ignoring peo- 
ple like the Zoroastrians 
(from whose alarming demon 
Ahriman, the encyclopaedia 
tells me, the Jews probably 
got the idea of Satan, during 
their Babylonian exile), let 
alone the very peculiar 
Yezidis of Kurdistan, who 
deny the existence of evfl alto- 
gether and believe that Satan 
is the chief of God’s angels. 

No, it is the demonization 
of “The Other” that Pagels is 
writing about and in particu- 
lar the deliberate and fateful 
demonization, in the first 
centuries of Christianity, of 
the mass of the Jewish people 
- mostly by other Jews. 
Successive New Testament 
gospels, she demonstrates, 
while naturally giving a cos- 
mological meaning to the 
whole story of Christs execu- 
tion, cast the Jewish people 
more and more in the role of 
devils - children of Satan. 
Wondering whether the evan- 
gelists meant this literally is 
about like wondering whether 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
really believes in virgin birth. 


The OrigfR of Satan 
by Baine Pagels 
Allen Lane, £26 

but despite the book’s title 
that is not the point The point 
is that Mark, Matthew, Luke 
and John, writing in dangerous 
times of Roman domination, 
were anxious to put the blame 
for Christ’s death upon the 
Jews rather than upon the 
Romans, and thus established 
a tradition and a reproach 
which perhaps did not end 
with the Holocaust 

This part of the book is 
entirely fascinating and, to an 
innocent like me, horrifying 
too. Could it really be that 
Christ's evangelists, the ulti- 
mate spokesmen of Love and 
Truth, were hardly more than 
spin-doctors? Did they make 
up the entire episode of Christ’s 
appearance before the San- 
hedrin? Was Christ’s dialogue 
with Pontius Pilate purely fic- 
tional? Was Pilate himself, for 
whom most of us probably 
have some sneaking sympathy, 
really no more than a bully and 
a bigot? Waist of alL could 
Matthew simply have invented 
the terrible cry of the Jewish 
crowd - “IBs blood be on us, 
and on our children” - which 
has reverberated so appallingly 
down the centuries? 

The later the gospel, it 
seems, the more distorted, 



The devil you know: Hell, as 
seen by Pel de Lirabourg in 1410 


and the more vicious towards 
the Jews at large, until in the 
last one (John's), Jesus himself 
allegedly pronounces the 
anathema: “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the 
beginning ... he is a liar, and 
the father of it”. In the end 
the Jews who oppose Christ 
appear to be no longer a mere 
ethnic or religious group, but 
a kind of communal symbol of 
eviL “Deploying the devil”, 
Pagels calls this disreputable 
progression, momentarily jus- 
tifying the title of her book. 

Later, irrelevance seems to 
creep in. Pagels drifts off into 
miscellaneous reportage about 
early Christianity: persecu- 
tion under the Romans, 
Gnostic gospels and the 
growth of Christian heresies, 


none of which teU us much 
more about the Satanic idea. 
, We are left to surmise whether 
the early Christians - Jesus 
himself, for that matter - 
: believed in Satan as an actual 
being, or whether the Devil 
was, for most of them, no 
1 more than a sort of frightful 
• logo. Did the evangelists wish 
: us to suppose that Jesus 
■* encountered Satan bodily in 
; the desert, and resisted his 

- temptations face to face, or 
•: were they talking allegorically? 

- Was Judas Iscariot an actual 
embodiment of Satan, flesh 
and blood, in the way that 
Jesus was God made man? 
Pagels never tackles this tran- 
scendental aspect of her sub- 
ject. Her approach remains 
sternly textual and academic. 

But that's theology for you, 
I suppose. The events dis- 
cussed in this book have had 
consequences almost unimag- 
inably important. Much of 
human history has turned 
upon the death of Christ: 
millions of people have suf- 
fered from the evident manip- 
ulations of the gospellers. It 
must be strange to spend a life- 
time exploring the historical 
minutiae of it all, while aware 
of the almost farcical possibil- 
ity at the centre of it: namely 
the fifty-fifty 1 chance that there 
never has been a God at all, or 
a Devil either! How much 
easier the world would have 
been, if an agnostic had cre- 
ated it 








Reality bites: he’s black, he’s communist, and he’s the mayor of Eugene 
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Madox Ford wrote 
over 70 books, but few of 
them are much read or 
even remembered today. 
Posterity has agreed with 
him in judging his mas- 
terly little tragedy. Vie Good 
Soldier, and his quartet of nov- 
els about the First Worid War, 
Parade's End, his best work. 
The volumes of poetry, biogra- 
phy. criticism and topography 
have long since been cast into 
one of literary history's many 
oubliettes . 

In this Ford has suffered the 
fate of many prolific Edwardian 
figures but the decline in his 
own literary fortunes was exac- 
erbated by the character he pre- 
sented in his memoirs. His rep- 
utation for boastfulness and 
mendacity is matched in this 
century only by that of Roy 
Campbell, and the standard 
biography (by Arthur Mizener, 
1972) is as much a work of cen- 
sure as of celebration. Max 
Saunders's vast critical biogra- 
phy- almost 500 closely printed 
pages, followed by a further 
100 pages of notes -is in part a 
work of restitution. 

Despite its length, the present 
volume deals only with Fiord's 
life up until 1916, which leaves 
a great deal to come, not least 
Parade’s End , his editorship of 
the Transatlantic Review* and 
his relationships with Stella 
Bowen, Janice Biala and Jean 
Rhys, whose novel Quartet - a 
distinctly Fordian tragedy of 
amatory entanglements and 
moral corruption - is based 
upon her involvement with him. 

What we have here, therefore, 
is the story of Fbrd’s dual inher- 
itance (German intellectual on 
his father's side. English Pre- 
Raphaelite on his mother's), his 
literary apprenticeship, his con- 
tentious collaborations with 
Joseph Conrad, his editorship of 
the English Review, his unhappy 
marriage and the subsequent 
relationship with Violet Hunt, his 
war service and the writing and 
publication of The Good Soldier. 

Saunders’s excellent Intro- 
duction is a thought-provoking 
meditation upon literary biog- 
raphy in general and its partic- 
ular application to Ford, whose 
mysterious love life (no one 
actually knows whether he mar- 
ried Violet Hunt), unreliability 
as an autobiographer, and com- 
plex "literary personality” make 


him as slippery as a trout. “My 
aims," Saunders writes, “are to 
wonder at the kind of man Fora 
is as a writer; to ask how he 
became that writer; to investi- 
gate what happened while he 
was writing, as well as while he 
wasn’t; to consider the implica- 
tions for biography of Janice 
Biala’s comment that ‘His true 
private life and the one far 
more difficult to write ... is bis 
inne r fife, the one that pro- 
duced the books, not the gossip’; 
and to attempt something like a 
composite portrait of R>rd as 
revealed in his books." 

This ambition is largely 
realised, but those who know 
nothing of Ford’s eventful 
“outer” life may have problems 
following its erratic course 
which, like that of a will-o’-the- 
wisp, flickers intermittently 
among the dense thickets of crit- 
ical discourse. 

Aoaording to Wyndbam Lewis, 
Ford “was a flabby lemon and 
p ink giant, wbo hung his mouth 
open as though he were an ani- 
mal at the Zoo inviting buns”, 
but he seems to have bad no dif- 
ficulty attracting women, and 
married his first (and only legal) 
wife after spiriting her away 
from her obstructive parents. 

There followed numerous 
affairs (probably including one 
with his sister-in-law); a succes- 
sion of more or less scandalous 
partnerships; protracted, bitter 
and very public divorce pro- 
ceedings; a brief spell in prison; 
persistent money problems; and 
frequent wrangles and faliings- 
out with friends and colleagues. 
Saunders demonstrates that 
Fbrd’s work not only reflects this 
life but occasionally prefigures 
it: he would dream up the plot 
of a story or novel and then fol- 
low a similar course in his life. 

Wilde’s assertion that “life 
imitates art” could equally be 
applied to Ford, who was impa- 
tient of the distinctions between 
real and poetic truth. “I don’t 
really deal In facts" he wrote in 
his first volume of memoirs, “I 
have for facts a most profound 
contempt.” Saunders might 
have taken as his epigraph a pas- 
sage from Wilde’s essay “The 
Decay of Lying”: “lying and 
poetry are arts - arts, as Plato 
saw, not unconnected with each 
other and they require the most 
careful study, the most disin- 
terested devotion ” 


It is the suspicion that Ford s 
devotion to lying w^ anytfoflg 
but disinterested that 
his detractors to vilify hunJ nut 
Saunders investigates them® 
contentious of Fbrd s anecdotes 
and concludes that arabigra 
(one aspect of his * 
explains much, while hi. 
favoured literary mode of 
“unpresaonisoT leads naturally 
and fruitfully to a different sort 

of truth. . . 

This is fine when one is deal- 
ing with literary memoirs, but 
not very helpful when one is try- 
ing to establish important facts. 
After rehearsing all the possible 
versions of the as yet Ujtdl- 
voreed Ford’s “marriage to 
Hunt, Saunders is obliged to 
admit that “it is all an impres- 
sionist haze”. Following his sub- 
ject’s lead, however, be observes 
(quite rightly) that: "The evi- 
dence can’t tell us conclusively 
what happened but it does say 
much about what Ford, Hunt, 
and their friends and acquain- 
tances thought about it" 

Biographies that champion 
their subjects are always heart- 
ening, but Saunders’s detailed 
rebuttal of former theories is 
such that the reader frequently 
feels forgotten. Reading the 
book is rather like watching a 
particularly complicated trial 
from the public gallery, as Saun- 
ders painstakingly sifts the evi- 
dence and picks apart his pre- 
decessors' case for the 
prosecution. Furthermore, his 
laudable advocacy occasionally 
leads him to discard subtleties 
when a more obvious explana- 
tion is staring him in the face. 
For instance, of The Soul of Lon- 
don (1905) he writes: "the very 
term ‘soul’ - psyche - conveys a 
disconcertingly psychological 
approach to its subject”. Il is 
unlikely to have disconcerted 
anyone who bad lived through 
the 1890s, a period that was 
almost literally soulful, and the 
titles of the other books in this 
trilogy. The Heart of the Coun- 
try and The Spirit Of the People, 
make The Sold of London sound 
almost tike a cliche. 

That said, where others have 
found fault, Saunders has dis- 
covered riches. The main 
achievement of his biography is 
to show the fascinating and pro- 
ductive interplay between fact 
and fiction, fife and art, autobi- 
ography and impressionism. 


Walking on eggshells 


Sue Arnold^ endearingly frank memoirs go beyond the personal. By Christina Hardyment 


I t wasn’t until 19S5, when Sue 
Arnold was in her mid-forties, 
that she plucked up the courage 
lo explore the connections pro- 
vided by her two Burmese grand- 
mothers. The search for roots is 
as irrational and irrestistible as 
salmon swimming thousands of 
miles to find the stream in which 
they were spawned. The trouble 
is that what is fascinating for the 
family genealogist may be of 
scant interest to the rest of us. 

Those who go public with their 
family histories Lend to be the 
famous (remember Germaine 
Greer’s quest for the truth about 
her father. Daddy, We Hardly 
Knew Vou) or writers who feel 
that their origins seem lo offer 
reflections of wider moment than 
the personal. The weakness of 
Arnold’s book is thar for too 
long we place her in the first cat- 
egory, though jibbing a tittle at 
the idea that a mere columnist 
should assume she is interesting 


enough for us to want to read 
about her embarrassment at look- 
ing less than Anglo-Saxon, her 
ancient uncles in Dawlish and her 
mother’s ill-fated attempts to 
keep her end up among the sub- 
urban snobs of North London. 

But at least she is laudably 
unpretentious, even self-mocking. 
And Burma (though Arnold likes 
to fight the fact) has always had 
a galaxy of glamorous associa- 
tions - General Slim, Neville 
Shule, Elephant Bill So we bear 
with her, enjoying the swift and 
skilful pen portraits of newly dis- 
covered relations, the adventure 
of her mother’s trek across 
Burma as u refugee (straight out 
of A Town Like Alice), increasr 
ingly sympathetic to the plight of 
the mixed-race child. 

Being turned away from Fifties 
boarding houses with “colour 
bars” and having your five -year- 
old knees lashed with nettles was 
bad enough; but to have Sir 


A Burmese Legacy: 
Rediscovering My Family 
by Sue Arnold 
Mu. £17.99 

Adrian Boult complaining to the 
editor of the Observer in the Sev- 
enties about “wops” being sent to 
interview him must have been 
deeply humiliating. 

Our patience is rewarded. For 
the book's strength is that, as 
Arnold gets into her stride, we 
realise that she is saying some- 
thing very important indeed 
about the attitude we should be 
taking towards a country that 
deeply affected the lives of thou- 
sands of families in Britain (27.000 
Allied soldiers died in the Burma 
campaign) and which is today 
balanced on a knife-edge between 
dictatorship and democracy. 


Myanmar, as Burma is now 
called, is all set to be the latest of 
the glamorous far-away places 
lauded in holiday brochure - pic- 
turesque pagodas, the road to 
Mandalay, the Irrawaddy river. 
But it is a wolf in sheep’s cloth- 
ing, governed by a raflitaiy dicta- 
torship which is exporting teak 
and rubies hand over fist for pri- 
vate gain, and which has even sold 
native fishing rights to neigh- 
bouring countries. The tourist 
trails are hedged about with secu- 
rity guards; free speech is ill- 
advised. On her last visit, Arnold 
found her cousins suddenly mum; 
letters and presents went astray. 

The change of name is a ruth- 
less piece of public relations leg- 
erdemain: the generals seem to 
think thar the flocks of tourists 
ripe for fleecing won’t realise 
that this is the country in which 
university students were crushed 
in 19S8 considerably more bru- 
tally Than the Chinese students of 



Amok!: laudably unpretentious 


Tiananmen Square, and in which 
Noble Feace prizewinner Aung 
San Suu Kyi, whose National 
League for Democracy party won 
a landslide victory in 1990, was 
placed under house arrest for five 
years. 

Even now, theoretically free, 
Suu Kyi and her supporters are 
walking on eggshells. Many have 
been murdered, but many more 
remain. “There are too many 
people behind us for us to fail,” 
said one of Arnold’s cousins, 
elected as, an NLD MP in 1990. 
Free speech may have temporar- 


ily crushed in Burma but interna- 
tional protests and the big stick of 
economic sanctions have made it 
necessary for the military gov- 
ernment to don at least the trap- 
pings of democracy in order to 
board the gravy train of interna- 
tional trade. 

The NLD's survival depends 
on the impetus towards open 
government which has been 
effected by economic pressure 
and liberal world opinion. In this 
context, Arnold’s endearingly 
frank fragment of autobiography 
could prove invaluable. 


This week: 

the good SOLDIER (191® 

by Ford Madox Ford 

Ptot 'This is llitf 

ev« heard" ^ins John U. ‘hv 

rich but dim American narrator. 

m- re are three other main 

Characters: Florence, tus 
apparently an invalid mcapubh. 
sexual intercourse; Leonora 
Ashburnham, a Catholic of strong 
principles and astringent 
personality; and her husband 
Edward, ostensibly agcntlem^n 
the old school cursed with a dicky 
heart. The quartet have muted tun 
for nine years on rheir regular 
holidays in Nauheim, a German spa 
town for the physically indisposed. 
Then, in 1913. the Ashburnhams 
bring with them their ward Nancy 
Rufford. and, inexplicably, Florence 
kills herself. Gradually. Dowell 
learns the truth: for nine years 
Florence, in the pink of health, has 
been enjoying an affair with 
Edward; Leonora has been 
monitoring his extramarital 
engagements from their inception. 
Florence kills herself because she 
realises Edward is getting steamed 
up about Nancy, who has just 
emerged from a convent education. 
Edward, appalled by his lalesi 
depravity, commits suicide. Nancy 
goes mad and Dowell nurses her. 
just as he nursed Florence. Leoruyra 
remarries and emerges triumphant. 

Them* “You may live with another 
for years aod years in a condition of 
the closest daily intimacy and never 
know what goes on in your 
companion.” Layer by layer. Ford 
reveals the mysteriousness of other 
people: individuals are frenetically 
driven by loneliness and lust but 
strive to appear buttoned-up and 
wcU-mannered. The “real” world 
dissolves into a series of peculiarly 
angled points of view. 

Style: The stray creeps out crabwise. 
Dowell changes his mind, tinkers 
with events, re-adjusrs the reader s 
judgement. Ford invigorates his 
narrator’s cliches with the injection 
of melodrama; the polished flatness 
of the prose mirrors exactly 
Dowell’s sophisticated naivety. 


Chief strengths.- The tone is 
inextricably both pathetic and 
funny. Dowell’s plight should evoke 
sympathy; but his baroque 
obtuseness and lack of self- 
reflection transform him into a 
clownish cuckold. Ford also 
unstabilises the notion of character: 
Edward Ashburnham is an uptight 
gentleman farmer beloved by 
tenants and a potential child 
molester. Uncomfortable for him 
and the reader. 

Chief weakness: Ford's compulsion to 
gild the lily in several coats of 
emulsion diminishes some of the 
final impact: only Hamlet has so 
many casually violent deaths. 

What they thought of it then: 1915 was 
not an auspicious year for 
experimental fiction. Conrad, Ford’s 
old chum, remarked wiih unhelpful 
elusiveness: "the whole vision of the 
subject is perfectly amazing”. 

What we think of it now: Tbo clever. 
"Ford is obstructed less by his 
defects than by the effusiveness of 
total ability” (VS. Pritchett). . 
Damned as "a minor masterpiece". 

Responsible for. Graham Greene’s 
hommage. the equally underrated 
The End of the Affair. 
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Fiction International 

Amy Tan • Edna O’Brien 
Mordecai Richler 

The Times Literary Supplement Reading 


Wednesday 7 February 7.30pm 

Only London reading from 
Amy Tan. bestselling Chinese 
American author of The Joy 
Luck Glut}, on publication of 
her latest novel The Hundred 
Secret Senses. Candid tales 
of life, love and loss from 
celebrated Irish writer 
Edna O’Brien and dazzling 
feats of magical storytelling 
from Canadian novelist 
Mordecai Richler. 
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Boneless frogs and spicy porcupines 

Christopher Hirst samples the “most offensive sausage in the world" 


O ften the most interesting 
cookbooks are not the 
most practical. This is 
arguably true of the works of 
Elizabeth David and is cer- 
tainly the ease with 
Marinetti's Futurist Cook- 
book, which advocated 
luridly-dyed dishes garnished 
wiih a sprinkling of cogs and 
gears. While far from being 
totally impractical. The Deca- 
dent Cookbook fits into this 
category. (Not that Marinetti 
would have approved of it, 
even though one of his dishes 
is included. A vehement 
enemy of decadence, he 
damned spaghetti and other 
soft foods for their corrupting 
influence on the Italian 
character.) 

Lucan and Gray, whose 
fruity monikers may strike 
some as being suspiciously 


apt, have concocted a fabu- 
lous and stocking assemblage. 
They begin with the Roman 
recipes of Apicius: roast 
dormice in honey and, rather 
more feasibly, squid stuffed 
with calves brains. (Any left- 
over brains can be mixed 
with rose-hips and custard 
for pudding.) Skipping a 
millennium, the authors 
move on to Antonio Ghis- 
ticri, otherwise known as the 
Grand Inquisitor of the 
Counter Reformation. Con- 
sidering his torturous trade, 
you might expect that the 
selection from his kitchen 
would include rack of lamb 
and whipped cream, instead 
there is boneless frog soup, 
spitted bear (minus the 
head) and spicy porcupine. 

The rest of the book adopts 
a thematic approach. The 


The Decadent CooKiooK 
by Medlar Lucan 
& Durian Gray 
Dedalus, £8.99 


authors first turn their atten- 
tion to the subject of blood. 
Their sanguinary suggestions 
include Swedish black blood 
soup, several versions of 
bottdin noir and a crimson tart 
made with blood oranges. 
The sombre topic of death 
inspires a unexpectedly viva- 
cious selection of dishes, rang- 
ing from gravadlax (literally 
“grave"or "buried” salmon) 
to the delightful Victorian 
offering "Soles in Coffins” 
(fish and lobster lurking inside 


ahollowed-out baked potato). 

In a section of unusual 
meats, it comes as little sur- 
prise that a recipe for 
"Manila Hot Dog” is just 
that (“chop off head, paws 
and tail"). Entrecote a fa Bor- 
delaise turns out to be Rat in 
a Shallot Sauce. The authors 
rake a distinctly unsentimen- 
tal approach to endangered 
species, giving recipes for the 
“fewer than a dozen” surviv- 
ing Japanese Ibis, the Parrot 
Owl of New Zealand 
("hunted to the point where 
it is almost extinct, so pre- 
sumably it is rather tasty") 
and the Tasmanian Wolf, 
which has entirely disap- 
peared apart from an occa- 
sional paw-prim and there- 
fore “provides the best 
candidate for that coveted 
’last of the species - ' dish." 


Perhaps the book's high 
point is the chapter on 
sausages, which includes the 
Swiss blue sausage (its singu- 
lar appearance is explained 
by a 1903 ordinance of the 
Geneva Council which 
declared "that ail sausages 
made with horeemeat should 
be dyed blue'’), a medieval 
porpoise sausage and a black 
bear sausage. Some decadent 
bangers with a more con- 
ventionally porcine filling 
arc Presswurst (containing 
pig f s head and salted pork 
rind, it is described as “prob- 
ably the most offensive 
sausage in the worid”) and a 
southern Italian monstrosity 
called La 'nduia. Demanding 
70lbs of "lowest quality pig 
meat” and lOlbs of hot red 
peppers, this dish is 
“renowned for its capacity to 


scour the arteries, purge the 
intestines; and exhilarate the 
sexual organs”. 

Lucan and Gray have bol- 
stered their arcane excava- 
tions -with a selection of 
appropriately saucy litenuy 
passages “to be read aloud 
during dinner”. It comes as a 
revelation that decadents, 
often presumed to be tremu- 
lous, Firbankian types, seem 
to possess such ferociously 
robust and apparently limitless 
appetites. 
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Street incredibility 

It's the fag-end of the City boom. It's a Yank in London. 
Its a castle in Cricklewood. By Douglas Kennedy 


S cou Marshall is a man 
with a phobia abuut 
nis oesophagus. He 
doesn’t trust iu It plays 
tricks on him. It wants 

him dead. You sec 
Air Marshall has a problem 
when it comes to ingest inn 
food. It tends to lodge in that 
alimentary canal between 
the pharynx and the stom- 
ach. threatening to asphyxi- 
ate him. Were he a sexual 
fetishist (of the lack of oxy- 
gen = heightened orgasm 
school of perversion i, he 
would no doubt consider his 
constricted gullet something 
of a physiological bonus. Bui 
as he is a management con- 
sultant in the City, he simply 
regards it as a dangerous 
nuisance — and he recently 
suffered a moment of exis- 
tential trisit sse while crossing 
Blackfriars Bridge and 
chomping on a Mars Bar. 

However, it’s not just his 
oesophagus which is con- 
stricting Mr Marshall. His 
entire life is currently throt- 
tling him - he is having a bad 
attack of l 'dem thirtysome- 
thing blues". 

On the surface, his exis- 
tence looks as shiny and 
enviable as some testos- 
terooe-charged sports coupe. 
Of course, behind the lus- 
trous surface lurks a less 
glittery underside. It is 1990, 
the venal glory days of the 
City are well and truly dead, 
and Scott - like every other 
financial whizzkid - is won- 
dering when the downsizing 
axe is going to fall on his 
neck. His private life is a 
jumbled mess. He has a 
dying father, a psychotic girl- 
friend, a dubious manage- 
ment consultancy with a very 
dubious fourth division foot- 
ball club, and an all-envelop- 
ing sense of cultural dis- 
placement 

For Scott Marshall - the 
narrator of D.J. Taylor’s 
English Settlement - is an 
American in London (albeit 


English Settlement 
by D. j. Taylor 
Chatto. £17.39 


one with an expatriate Eng- 
lish mother who hasn’t set 
foot on this island in years). 
And. like all expatriates, he 
suffers from a bad case of 
Mid-Atlanticism - of feeling 
precariously balanced bet- 
ween two cultures. 

Mr Marshall also has 
another major predicament 
on his hands: he is the first 
American I've ever encoun- 
tered in fiction who sounds 
like a supercilious by-prod- 
uct of the English public 
school system. Or, to be a 
little more blunt about it, he 
doesn't sound American at 
all. My credibility meter 
immediately entered the red 
zone when I encountered 
passages like this: 

“My father was not alto- 
gether a subtle man. but in 
the matter of England he 
displayed a rare and wholly 
efficacious delicacy. Satu- 
rated in England and 
Englishness, albeit of a 
momentously specialized 
sort, we questioned the inci- 
dental detail of this grand 
obsession rather than its 
wider architecture". 

David Mamet beware - 
when it comes to awesomely 
accurate renderings of 
American patois , this Taylor 
guy is the momentously 
specialised business. And 
note the street-smart idiom 
he employs when describing 
Scott’s arrival at his place of 
business: "Reaching recep- 
tion with its clutch of toothy, 
well-groomed traffic, I flick 
my KLS pass at a seneschal 
and waft by unimpeded". 

Riveting. Worthy of James 
EUroy. And, of course, when 
I was doing Latin during my 
New York schooldays, we 


were taught to greet all 
Central Park West doormen 
with the salutation: Salve, 
scncschal!(a seneschal for 
those of you who didn’t 
benefit from a Yankee edu- 
cation, being “the steward or 
major domo of a medieval 
great house”). 

Then there’s Mr Taylor’s 
remarkable command of 
American socio-political 
nuance. Scott’s racist south- 
ern grandfather voted 
Republican until Gold- 
water's defeat in 1964. How 
intriguing - as no southern 
redneck would have dared 
support the Republicans (the 
party of Lincoln, after all) 
until Ronnie Reagan came 
along. And then there’s 
Scott’s brother who sells 
timeshare apartments to 
movie stars in Montana. 
Benidorm-style timeshares 
in a state where the average 
movie-star ranch is 1500 
acres? I love an author who 
does his research. As real 
estate faux-pas go, this is up 
there with: "And then I 
moved to London and 
rented a fabulous gothic 
castle in Cricklewood". 

1 could go on - because 
English Settlement is not 
simply riddled with funda- 
mental inaccuracies; it is also 
street-dumb. Besides Mr 
Taylor's inability to make his 
narrator sound remotely 
American, the world Scott- 
inhabits bears no relation to 
contemporary life. 

If you set out to write a 
State of England/Between 
Two Cultures, novel, the 
least you owe your reader is 
accurate reportage when it 
comes to workaday detail 
and the rhythms of speech. 
But, like so much bad liter- 
ary fiction these days, 
English Settlement has no 
connection to life-on-the- 
street: rather, it is set in a 
preposterous Biba of 
preening and all-pervasive 
smugness. 


A WEEK IN 



Just as a classic piece of 
women’s fiction wins a major 
prize, we get positive 
discrimination. Emma 
Hagestadt sounds a warning 
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I t’s been a good year for lit- 
erary women, particularly 
those living north of the 
Watford Gap. First the 
majestic Pat Barker made 
the journey down from 
Thorn by-on-Tees to the 
Guildhall to collect her 
Booker cheque for The 
(jhost Road \ and this week. 
Yorkshire-born mother Rate 
Atkinson {younger and with- 
out the reassuring bosom) 
scooped up the 1995 Whit- 
bread Book of the Year for 
her first novel. Behind the 
Scenes at the Museum. Both 
ladies are more likely to be 
found at Betty’s Tea Room 
than schmoozing over Jack 
Daniels ar the Groucho 
Club. 

To those who complain 
that women have no place iu 
the macho world of the 
Nineties novel, one could 
argue that at least Pat Barker 
won the Booker with a novel 
about men and war; whereas 
Atkinson’s book is beyond 
any doubt high-octane 
“women’s fiction". It con- 
cerns families, marriages, 
birth and death, all of it set 
above a pet shop in York. 
Nothing could be more inti- 
mate, provincial or riveting. 

Behind the Scenes is like 
reading Margaret Forster on 
Vimto. It buzzes with pep- 
pery intelligence and uncon- 
ventional good sense in its 
depiction of several genera- 
tions of Yorkshire women in 
a family frustrated by bad 
marriages and bad luck. 
Atkinson writes with celestial 
cunning, and her meshing of 
Ruby’s history with not only 
her mother's (the sour-faced 
Bunty) and with grandmoth- 
ers and great-grandmothers, 
is the real triumph of the 
book. 

But women haven’t always 
been this lucky. In the last 
ten years, most of the big lit- 
erary prizes (and most desir- 
able cheques - £20,000 for 
the Booker, £21,000 for the 
Whitbread) have gone to 


men. In the last ten years, 
female Booker winners have 
numbered only three - Pene- 
lope Lively in 19S6, AS Hyatt 
iu 1990, Pat Barker last year 
-while the only female Whit- 
bread laureate before Ms 
Atkinson was Joan Brady in 
1993. In black and white 
terms, the boys have bagged 
£308,000, the girls £102,000. 

With the launch this week 
of the “women only" Orange 
Prize for Fiction - £30,000 
for the best English-language 
novel by a woman - the 
income prospects for literary 
ladies have taken a turn for 
the better. But since the 
Orange Prize is exclusively 
female, and will be judged by 
an all-women panel, its 
announcement has met with 
a predictable bray of disap- 
proval . A.S. Byatt, for one, 
criticised the award for 
“ghettoising" women. 

Perhaps the danger is that 
we shall start to think there 
is a ghetto called “women’s 
literature”, rather than a 
concept of “literature” that 
transcends gender. Women 
have indeed been under-rep- 
resented in book prizes in the 
Nineties, but the reason for 
this may lie not in the macho 
prejudice of juries but in the 
zeitgeisr. in the caution of 
publishers, in the lack of will 
among younger women 
authors to write literary fic- 
tion, in the extraordinary 
drift toward warlike and vio- 
lent themes... 

The Orange Prize may 
represent a clearing of the 
decks by women writers, a 
timely consideration of what 
fiction - by either sex - 
should be at the end of the 
century; but it's a revaluation 
that needs careful monitor- 
ing. The Orange awards will 
apparently be known as 
“Bessies” Ms Atkinson's fic- 
tional Mum was called 
Bunty. We do not want to see 
“women’s fiction” turning 
into the Bessie-Bunty school 
of modem literature. 


Paperbacks 

Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 



ANTHONY 

POWELL 


We recommend... 


Cross Channel by Julian 
Barnes (Cape. £13.99) Sexy, 
sweet and affectionate tales 
of life outre Manche. 

Vice Versa: Bisexuality and 
the Eroticism of Everyday life 
by Marjorie Garber, (Hamish 
Hamilton, £25) Bisexuality 
and its meanings. 
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A Fez of the Heart by Jeremy Seal 
(Picador, £6.99) 

Hats are the stepping stones of 
Turkish history. Seal suggests. After 
the abolition of the turban in 1826, 
the fez came to symbolise Turkey until 
it too was banned in 1925. In a 
marvellous melange of travel and 
history. Seal pursues the lingering 
remnants of “fez culture" in order to 
probe the complex character of 
modern Turkey. Original and 
beautifully observed, the book reads 
like Chatwin with jokes. 


JOURNALS 

1982- 1986 


Journals 1982-1986 by Anthony 
Powell (Heinemann, £9.99) 

These jottings make you wish the 
novelist had kept a diary all his life. 
Along with much waspish wit, there is 
broad comedy as PowelL 80, tangles 
with the modem world. Mistakenly 
thinking Mrs Thatcher a fan of 
Apollinaire, he perplexes her by 
referring to the poet whenever they 
meet Fascinated by genealogy, he 
muses about pop star Roger Dal trey, 
“a Lincolnshire name, connected with 
my mother's family. I think." 



Dear Dodie by Valerie Grove 
(Chatto, £13.99) Entertaining 
biography of the live wire 
behind The One Hundred and 
One Dalmatians. 

Whisky Galore read by 
Stanley Baxter (BBC Radio 
Collection, £7.99). Delicious 
Hebridean goings-on. 


TheOpen 

University 


The Last Great Frenchman by 
Charles Williams (Abacus, £1199) 

So intransigent during wartime exile 
that Churchill referred to him as “the 
beast of Hampstead", de Gaulle saw 
himself as France personified. By 
taking power in 1958. he “almost 
certainly saved the country from civil 
war". Charles Williams believes that 
he never forgave Britain for defeating 
Sudan in 1898. This absorbing work 
reveals the introspective intellectual 
hidden behind the unbending public 
facade. 


A Mathematician Reads the 
Newspaper by John Allen Paulos 
(Penguin, £6.99) 

As you would expect of a maths prof, 
Paulos deprecates the lazy thinking 
and statistical illiteracy he finds in the 
daily blats. He notes that a recipe 
claiming to provide 761 calories per 
serving is “meaningless precision". 
Chaos theory, Paulos says, explains 
why forecasts are often inaccurate: 
the best are short-term, simple and 
hazy. A revealing, if bitty, critique, 
user-friendly to the innumerate. 



Sunrise with Sea Monster by Nefl 
Jordan (Vintage, £5.99) 

Neil Jordan's third novel is as sensu- 
ous as any of his films. Locked 
together in a terraced bouse above 
the Irish Sea, lather and son find 
unexpected release with the arrival of 
a young piano teacher and the out- _ 
break of war. A quietly melodramatic 
book that catches German sub- 
marines, sea monsters and lost love m 
one tight net. 


Remembering My Good Friends by 
George Weidenfeld (HarperCollins. 
£7.99) 

Fresh from Nazi Vienna, George Wei- 
denfeld compared entry into English 
society to stepping into a series of 
Turkish baths; but quicker than he 
could say “Vita SackviJle-West”, he 
was living it up in Fitzrovia. the Savoy 
and Oxfordshire. His fruitily avuncu- 
lar autobiography revels in encounters 
with the posh (The Longfords) and 
the good (The Pope). 


The Virago Book of Women Travellers, 
edited by Mary Morris (Virago, £8.99) 

An unusually entertaining anthology 
of pieces by women travellers who 
took the bull by the horns, or in 
one case, the horse between the legs. 
Gems include Margaret Fountaine on 
chasing butterflies (and men) in Cal- 
abria: and the aptly named Ethel Bril- 
liana Tweedie on the perils of riding 
side-saddle. 


Married Love by Marie Stopes (Gol- 
lancz.£6.99) 

Marie Stopes's classic exploration of 
sex and women's “sorrow” is still a 
fascinating read nearly 90 years after 
its first publication. Wonderfully lyri- 
cal when it comes to women's 
"moon-month” rhythms and 
"sex-iides”, Stopes isn’t afraid of 
naming mucus membranes or tumes- 
cent parts. An advocate of the revital- 
izing benefits of separate bedrooms 
and Alpine air. 


Study for 
a BA or BSc 
degree. 

To broaden your interests or develop your career the Open 
University offers over 1 50 courses you can choose bom to build 
your own BA or BSc degree programme. They cover arts, science, 
social science, computing, technology, modem languages, 
mathematics, business management, education and health and 
social welfare. If you are over 18 and resident in the European 
Union, you're eligible. No previous qualifications are required. 
THROUGH OU SUPPORTED 
OPEN LEARNING 

Our proven method of teaching allows you to study wherever 
you live and in your own time. Specially written texts and 
audio/video materials are backed by counselling and personal 
tutorial support and the opportunity to work with other students, if 
you need help, some financial support may be available. 
Admissions are on a first-come first-served basis - so fill in the 
coupon or phone NOW. 


Send for your free brochure on 
BA/BSc degrees NOW. 


Send to: The Open University. PO Box 625. Milton Keynes. MKl 1TY. 

□ Please send me a copy of the Courses, Diploma end BA/BSc Degrees 
brochure Qhe new brochure be published w/c 29th January). 


OU Hotline C24 hours! 01908 379199 I 

Universily education and training open to all adults. 









For Taurus, happiness lies in a superior salvia 

You can plan your life by the stars, so why not your garden? ‘Mystic' Anna Pavord presents a horticultural horoscope 




H ow can it be that a serious newspaper 
such as the Independent is still without 
a horoscope? Everybody knows whaf an 
important part they play in public life 
these days, and yet here we are with no 
Mystic Meg, no Petuleagro or astrolo 
gist of any kind on the staff, ft really is too bad. 
Most horoscopes, though, tend to be obsessed 
with peripheral matters: career opportunities, 
emotional relationships and such like. These are 
interesting enough in their way. but cannot com- 
pare with the really big issues: the arrival of a 
new pot in your life, the anxieties caused by a 
demanding aspidistra. Stargazers - start here. 

Aquarius (22 Jan-19 Feb) Dream on Aquarians. 
One day you, too, could be asking a question 
on Gardeners' Question Time. But there is a 
danger that in your own garden, your dreams 
will never quite be translated into reality. Get 
round this problem neatly by designing gar- 
dens for other people instead. The future will 
always be more interesting to you than the 
past. Junk Jekyll. Think instead of pergolas of 
spun steel, water gardens of perspex and laser 
light shows among the lilies. Uranus in your 
birth sign makes it likely that you will want to 
try out things that others might regard as 
slightly eccentric. But if they don't like your 
trompe-roeU Taj Mahal in mirror and bottle 
tops, more fool them. 

Pisces (20 Feb-20 Mar) The Sun in your birth 
sign after the I9th means that you will be able 
to do whatever you set your mind to over the 
next few weeks. But still, choices must be 
made. ‘Kiffcsgare’ rose or ‘Rambling Rector’? 
‘Mermaid' or ‘Paul's Himalayan’? Letting 
nature rake its course can prove a doubtful 
doctrine as you may have already found this 
winter. Drains and" poplars do riot mix. Pis- 
ceans are apt to be lazy and take the line of 
least resistance: you are curiously drawn 
towards wiidflower gardens. But Pisceans are 
also intuitive. You will recognise that a plant 
is in difficulty long before it is past saving, a 
useful trait in a gardener. 

Aries (21 Mar-20 April) Ariens are good at get- 
ting round obstacles and are extremely energetic. 
All your ebullient energy will be needed this 
month to circumvent some great drama. It may 
involve a neighbour. It may Involve a boundary. 
You like quick results, which makes you an impa- 
tient gardener. Try this year to curb the trait In 
the garden centre, avoid annuals which will die 
this year and go for perennials which will die next 
year instead. After the 15th. Mars, your ruler, 
moves into a tricky part of your chart Avoid this 
period for servicing lawnmowers. 

Taurus (21 Apr-21 May) Happiness is a more 
obscure salvia than your neighbour s and in 
this game of horticultural one-upmanship. Tau- 
reans will score every time for they are care- 
ful, tenacious gardeners. Venus, your ruler, 
enters the bossy sign of Aries on the 9th and 
the days thereafter may be full of anxiety. 
Should it be petunias rather than busy lizzies 
in the front border this year? Choose carefully, 
for old ties, once severed, may never be 
remade. Your worst fault is stubbomess. Try 
and accept advice more readily. But on the 
positive side this can be said: you do not 
believe in short cuts. Taureans always read the 
instructions on a pack of weedkiller. 
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Gemini (22 May-21 Jun) Criticism never goes 
down well with Ge minis, but is it, after all, such 
a good idea to plant an all-black garden? It is 
vogueish, certainly, but you may begin to find 
it just the teensiest bit limiting. You can have 
too much even of ophiopogon. Finance con- 
tinues to be a problem and will be until you 
learn that you do not necessarily have to throw 
away the potted camellias after they have fin- 
ished flowering. You are good at pretending 
to know more than you do, love variety and 
will be a compulsive buyer of garden gadgets. 
Speaking of which, there is the most amazing 
gismo around now which cuts edges, shaves 
legs and minces parsley. 

Cancer (22 Jun-22 Jul) Your delight in the dif- 
ficult comes to the fore this month when 
seedlings, always keener on dying than living, 
demand your attention. Pluto, warring with 
Mars on the 19th. indicates difficulties in your 
personal life. Hang on, though: your partner’s 
predilection for mixing purple and orange in 
the herbaceous border has almost run its 
course. You are known for your delight in look- 
ing after things, so you are likely to find your- 
self teamed up with tricky alpines. Failing that, 
you may invent immensely complicated life- 
support systems for your house plants when you 
go away. But this might be the year when you 
discover that you can get seeds which actually 
take Jess than a year to germinate. 


Leo (23 Jut-23 Aug) This is a decisive month for 
Leos as it marks the start of the giant onion 
season, the Leo’s favourite plant Make the 
most of it Pluto has a challenging aspect which 
may mean that slugs are massing. The limelight 
you enjoy will pass you by unless you attend 
assiduously to watering and pricking out. Out- 
rageous flowers such as gladioli and dahlias, 
chrysanthemums and begonias are much more 
likely to be your thing than the more tasteful 
euphorbias and hellebores. Leos are generous, 
though, and therefore goodpeople to have as 
neighbours. “My rose is your rose,” they will 
say munificently as their ‘Bobby James’ ram- 
bler climbs over the boundary fence and 
reaches 15ft tentacles across your lawn. 

Virgo (24 Aug-23 Sep) The sun in something 
or other provides just the boost you need to 
lash out on a really exciting new asset. A lawn 
edger, perhaps. You know how you fret if the 
grass is a whisker out of place. Loved ones do 
not help this month by leaving tools lying 
unseen in the shrubbery. All the portents sug- 
gest that your black eye will have healed by the 
solstice. You are likely to be a good planner 
and organiser but you must learn not to fret 
if things do not always go as they should. But 
then that’s gardening for you. You are prob- 
ably best left to garden on your own, for you 
can be hypercritical, often unfairly, of other 
people's efforts. 


Libra (24 Sep-23 Oct) Unexpected develop- 
ments are about to alter the whole course of 
your gardening life. Look for love among the 
bonsai trees, however unlikely this may seem. 
Everything this month points towards a com- 
plete break with the past Chuck out all your 
hostas and think Japanese. Librans are star 
gardeners for they are diplomatic, love har- 
mony and are brilliant mediators. Get your- 
self elected chairman of your county’s National 
Gardens Scheme committee. They need you. 
Occasional indecision is your only downfall, 
but when you have decided, the results in your 
own garden are likely to be much pho- 
tographed. Librans get their gardens into all 
the best magazines. 

Scoipk) (24 Oct-22 Nov) Your delight in a bar- 
gain has unexpected consequences when offi- 
cers of the Fraud Squad turn up to repossess 
the divine little cherub you picked up for two 
soDgs in Pimlico. The National Trust logo 
stamped firmly on the base should have 
warned you that something perhaps was amiss. 
Never mind. Back to Haddonstone. You are 
likely to have a beady eye for everyone eise's 
business as well as your own. Trust a Scorpio 
to give you the cheapest source of supply for 
anything from compost to cotoneasters. You 
are also likely to be argumentative. When at 
dinner parties stay off contentious issues such 
as peat and pesticides. 


Sagittarius (23 Nov-21 Dec) You need to assert 
your independence this month — and fast. No 
matter what the style gurus say. it is perfectly 
possible to plant a garden without a single grey- 
leaved plant in it Tty it and see. There are other 
far-reaching changes on the horizon. Goodbye 
chrvsanthemum. Hello dendramhema, leucan- 
the’mopsis. arctanthemum. tanacetum.. . You do 
not always realise how hurtful your bluntness, 
a characteristic of aU Sagittarians. can be. 
Some people really do love cacti dressed up in 
sunglasses and paper skirts. It is not your place 
to stop them buying them. You rarely sulk, how- 
ever. But it is equally rare for you to learn from 
your mistakes. Sagittarians murder more rhodo- 
dendrons than any other group of gardeners. 

Capricorn |22 Dec-21 Jan) Long-standing 
attachments are hard to break buL for once, for- 
get the pennies and lash out on a pair of seca- 
teurs. They will be so much easier to use on the 
philadelphus than the bayonet from the hat- 
stand in the hall. Economical is the polite way 
to describe Capricorn gardeners. You are the 
people who save seeds wrapped in screws of 
paper in old Ovalrine tins and who hover round 
the recycling bins, waiting to retrieve Gardens 
Illustrated magazines that other souls are throw- 
ing away. But you are likely to work hard, not 
shirking even the most hideous chores such as 
scrubbing down the greenhouse. If you are hir- 
ing help in the garden, check birthdates first 
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The production Boxster may differ slightly from the prototype shown here but it is sure to 
be a real bead-turner. 
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reclaiming the countryside i: farmland Britain’s wildlife is under threat. Malcolm Smith looks at ways farmers can repair the damage they have done 

Call this green and pleasant land? 


O n Boundary Farm at Fnunsden. 
near Stowmarkci in Suffolk, 
barn owls are hunting over the 
winter-chilled fields. Come the 
spnng. along wjih partridges 
and a couple of pairs of lao- 

r ,s wii1 bree ^ ; an indic “- 

acc ? rd '"S io the farmer. Chris 
Bacon, that Boundary Farm’s wildlife 
is on the up. 

A few decades ago, these farmland 
specie - and an awful lot more - would 

for Sranted. What 
cereal field didn i have a scaiterinc of 
starlet poppies and blue cornflowers? 
What hay meadow wasn’t alive with 
grasshoppers or didn’t have skvlarks 
ascending over it? 

That was before Britain's agricultural 
revolution. Fuelled by the EC’s Com- 
mon Agricultural Policy, our farmland 
has been transformed. Pastures and 
meadows have been ploughed up. wet- 
lands drained, hedges grubbed out 
and crops sprayed with copious quan- 
tities of insecticides, all because of a 
policy obsession with producing more 
and more food irrespective of the cost 
or of its environmental impact. 

The destruction of wildlife has been 
unprecedented. In the 50 years to 
1984. England and Wales lost 97 per 
cent of its natural lowland grasslands, 
the haunt of celandines, of blue but- 
terflies, of shrews and reed buntings. 
Limestone and chalk grassland — one 
of our richest habitats for flowers and 
insects - is reduced to 40,000 hectares 


countrywide. Sussex, alone, lost a quar- 
ter of its chalk grassland between 1966 
and 1980. According to the British 
Trust for Ornithology, 24 out of 28 
farmland bird species are in decline. 

Skylarks, for instance, have declined 
by 58 per cent over the last 25 years, a 
loss of three million birds. Others have 
fared even worse; tree sparrows down 
by 89 per cent and grey partridge by 82 
percent Many once abundant flowers, 
insects and mammals - from shrews to 
brown hares - are now few and far 
between on Britain's farms. 

Apart from habitat loss, Andy Evans 
and his colleagues at the RSPB list two 
other crucial changes which have 
affected farmland birds. 



Firstly, most farmers have switched 
from sowing cereal crops in the spring 
to sowing them in autumn. So winter 
stubbles - a rich source of spilt grain 
and of flower and grass seeds left 
behind after the crop has been cut - 
arc now uncommon. It's thought to be 
a major factor in the demise of the 
corn bunting. 

Secondly, insecticide sprays have 
annihilated many of the invertebrates 
which nestlings are fed on. Spraying 
crops with selective herbicides to elim- 
inate unwanted flowers not only 


depletes the plants themselves but it 
removes the habitat many of the inver- 
tebrates need. The paucity of sawfly lar- 
vae appears to be a major factor in the 
decline of farmland grey partridge. 

Spurred on by the CAP’S largesse, 
more and more farmers in the 1960s 
and 1970s intensified and specialised - 
into cereal growing; into dairy cattle 
farming; or into sheep grazing. Mixed 
farms have been disappearing at the 
rate of some 1.400 a year. 

But in the last decade the CAP has 
been modifying its shape, largely as a 


result of mounting criticism over food 
surpluses and their storage but partly, 
too, because of the destruction of 
wildlife habitats. Schemes such as 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
(ESAs), Stewardship in England. Tir 
Cymen in Wales, the Habitats Scheme 
and others are all designed, in one way 
or another, to make annual payments 
to farmers in exchange for them form- 
ing in a much more environmentally 
sensitive way. Slowly, they are helping 
to put back some of the lost habitats 
and wildlife. 


“I’ve entered 50 acres of grassland 
into the Suffolk River Valleys ESA,” 
says Chris Bacon. “We’re going to be 
taking a hay cut and grazing it after- 
wards. These fields were all arable until 
recently but in the old days they were 
meadows. The idea is to get them 
richer in plants again. 7 ' he adds. 

In the middle of Mr Bacon's land is 
the six-acre Fox Fritillary Meadow 
owned by the Suffolk Trust for Nature 
Conservation, a haven for snakeshead 
fritilleries, beautiful purple flowers 
reminiscent of drooping tulips. Like 


their damp meadow habitat, they were 
once more common. A few have reap- 
peared in Mr Bacon's fields adjacent 
tothe Trust’s meadow, aD early sign of 
their recovery. 

Setaside, introduced compulsorily 
in 1992 to take cereal growing land out 
of production, is also benefiting 
wildlife. Rotational setaside, where the 
fields taken out of production are dif- 
ferent ones each year, is of less value 
because it doesn’t allow wildlife habi- 
tat - except weedy stubbles for seed- 
eating birds - to develop long term. 

Setting aside the same fields or field 
edges for several years is better. 
Allowing a grassland to grow where 
once there was a copiously sprayed 
field of barley attracts not only flow- 
ers but ground nesting birds like sky- 
larks and lapwings, voles and shrews 
increase too. so now uncommon barn 
owls have choice in their farmland 
diet once again. 

So far, l3 million acres of land in 
the UK are setaside. The RSPB 
believes that it could become one of 
the most important means of reintro- 
ducing wildlife to many farms long 
devoid of the habitats and species they 
once nurtured. But much more flexi- 
bility is required in the rules, especially 
to allow farmers to graze livestock on 
land setaside to manage it effectively 
for wildlife. 

Superficially. England's green 
and pleasant land appears just that. 
But in its artificial greening - the 
result of dosing with fertilisers and 
pesticides - our farmland has lost 
most of the wildlife it nurtured into 
the 1950s. 

Repairing the damage has begun. 
According to the RSPB, the CAP must 
be further reformed to encourage a 
reduction in the intensity of fanning 
operations, a return to more mixed 
forming and to protect traditional prac- 
tices which conserve habitats such as 
sheep grazing on chalk grassland. They 
also want to see more lowland farmland 
put back to species-rich heathland, 
woodland wetlands and grassland. 

That way, formers can grow wildlife 
as well as food on their land and put a 
feather back in the CAP. 


It was his smell not his anorak, that caused chaos 


r\eer-staHdngone autumn in 
I JArgyUshire, we conceived 
L/an ambitious plan to go for 
some stags which we had seen, 
through telescopes, lying out 
day after day on a face at the 
far end of the forest. It meant 
an early start, and after a 
strenuous three-and-a-half 
hour approach march, we 
were having a breather within 
striking distance of our quarry. 

Then, to our infinite cha- 
grin, we spotted a single hiker 
coming down the ridge from 
Ben Starav, a prominent peak 
to the north. His sky-blue 
anorak and white woolly hat 
with red bobble on it made 
him immensely conspicuous - 
but it was his smell rather 
than his appearance, that 
caused chaos. Long before he 
came into the view of the 
deer, a whiff of his scent sent 
the stags hurtling away round 
the shoulder of the hill. 

We never found them again. 
The hiker disappeared. He 
never saw us. He never saw the 
deer. He cannot have had any 
idea that he had ruined our 
plan and our day - but all we 
could do in the afternoon was 
trudge for home. 

It was incidents of this kind, 
repeated a hundred times over 
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and with ever-increasing fre- 
quency. that led eventually to 
the “Concordat on Access” to 
the Scottish hills which was 
ceremonially signed last week 
at Baitleby, near Perth, the 
headquarters of Scottish Nat- 
ural Heritage. So contentious 
is the whole subject that meet- 
ings bad been going on inter- 
mittently for nearly two years, 
and the paper passed through 
eight drafts before eveiyone 
was satisfied with its wording. 
Several of the participants - 
ramblers, mountaineers, form- 
ers, deer-forest owners, local 
authorities - reckon the Access 
forum would have foundered 
but for the exceptional diplo- 
matic skills of Magnus Mag- 
nusson. Chairman of SNH, 
who directed proceedings. 

The Concordat rings with 


phrases designed to promote 
tolerance on all sides. Free- 
dom of access to the hills 
should be “exercised with 
responsibility”; visitors must 
accept “the needs of land 
management” and “have 
respect for the needs of live- 
stock and wildlife”; land-man- 
agers must recognise “the 
public's expectation of having 
access to the bills”. 

One aim of the agreement 
is to defuse the confronta- 
tional attitude of organisa- 
tions such as the Ramblers’ 
Association, which have 
tended to regard the deer-for- 
est owners as the enemy. In a 
way such antagonism has 
been inevitable, for the red- 
deer ground covers a vast 
range - some six million acres 
of open hill, and nearly two 
million of plantations - and 
encompasses most of the 
Highlands. 

The paramount need of 
the owners is to cuU their 
herds efficiently so that they 
can keep numbers to a level 
which the environment can 
sustain. It is thus vital to 
them that in the culling sea- 
son - autumn and early win- 
ter - their ground is dis- 
turbed as little as possible. 


Ou the other hand hikers 
and mountaineers do not see 
why they should be barred 
from land that is apparently 
open to all. 

The answer, of course, is 
compromise. The owners 
now accept that they must 
provide more information. 
Notices beside paths, warn- 
ing visitors that stalking is in 
progress, will be friendlier 
and fuller than in the past 
Leaflets explaining when, 
where and why culling has to 
take place will be made avail- 
able in information centres, 
hotels and pubs. Another 
idea is to set up an efficient 
hfll telephone service, with 
answer-tapes saying which 
areas will or will not be safe 
during the next 24 hours. 

The owners naturally hope 
that visitors will respond to 
such initiatives and realise 
that “factors other than their 
own enjoyment also have 
importance”. They know that 
the Concordat is a fragile 
agreement, not supported by 
Jaw; but they prefer a volun- 
tary solution of their problems 
to a legal one, and now, as Mr 
Gibbs puts it, they “very much 
hope that everyone will join in 
to make it work". 
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7B436 

WALKERS WELCOME holidays Ifl 
Franca. Spain S W Ireland. 
Guided Group wafts, or Indepen- 
dent seif led tour*. Bella Franca 
01892 091229. AITO ATOL 2832 
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Journey _ 
Latin America 

THE LATIN AMERICAN TRAVEL 
SPECIALIST 

16 Devoadore Road. Chbvridc, London W4 2HD 
Escorted Groups and Bespoke Tours: 
0181 747 8315 

Low 00 a Rotot-anly independent irmflen 
Ring for qaatattan and Rights fluletm: 

0181 747 3108 

bd* BI61 S371441 

nan hum oh zni tat nsn mid un 
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Israel Jordan Syria 
Lebanon Turkey Greece 


Active & adventurous journeys 



Call for a brochure 

0181 742 3049 (24hrs.) 

J^jarie^Mcn^Pas|age^jndor^W^PF^^ 



EXPEMBONS 

For Guide 



v or Independent 
ing, from the leisurely to 
the challenging, from the 

Cots wolds to Kancbenjuh 


TP 



regfais oS ‘ " 
TWET.XJNJIANG&YUNN^ 

16 DM TO B WEEKS FROM ONLY £1250 
00 rr wan; DO IT WITH EXPERTS! 


DISILLUSIONED WITH predictable 
package holidays? Coma and 
enjoy genuine camping adven- 
tures in East and Southern Africa 
al affordable prices. 1 10 10 
weeks. Cell 01233 2116ES lor a 
brochure. Xumuka Expeditions. 

WALKING IN GERMANY 9 Areas. 
Sert-gutdwt no groups. Bags 
tr ansfer re d- 01786 824515. 

EASTER PAINTING In the beaudlu! 
Dordogne Valley with Ha river, 
chateaux and medtoevai triRages. 
ar abinuee. prof, turnon. Large 
tann house accent. NorvpalnUng 
partners wetcome. Broch 01548 
857971 

INDOCHINA TRAVEL. Vietnam. 
Burma. Thadand. Laos and Cam- 
botRa. Escorted sma group toure 
plus tailor-made Itineraries. For 
friendly, personal service please 
call 0181 995 S323CMIW brochure 
Ibifis). ABTA V1337 ATOL 1382. 

HIMALAYAN TREKKING Guide, 
nerttam organised treks, minus 
agency mark-up. CaH 0171 639 
0484 tor broch anysma 


EXPLORE "THE OTHER SIDE 
AFRICA". Induding-COAS 
SLAVE FORTS (GHANA], fret 
forest elephants + camp bob 
three tiered waterfall (Gha 
EXPERIENCE BIZARRE VOOC 
MARKETS fTogoJ, visit the stl 
vtoge of lake Nokoue (Coton 
TtoengaTs 14 Day Markets cd> 
Africa Trip lor a doesJer tub 01 
BS07O7 Next dopt 1(3/96 (NW 


Travel 
|Advertisin 
continues 
overleaf. 
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travel skiing 


The armchair skier 


If you cart afford the sort of fantasy skiing 
shown on these pages, relax. You can 

experience it on video By Liese Spencer 


You can spend £600 a night to stay i in ti® 
Austrian resort of Gstaad. Is it worth it. 


In Search of Powd^ ^ remote corners of Montana in 

aaffljagjf-'aagsa 

scenery as the boys ethos of non-Joflut- 

Columbia TriStar, 50 nuns, tla-W 


Chris Gill checks out the world’s six most glamorous ski resorts 


A T S^n™ KUSS raging “ British C 01 ™ 1 ^ for s * lr 
A sncrwstonn has wen ignore aval- 


ing is topped by the : 
moving between the 


Inexplicable presence of a hoodeddder 

■ trees. Black Diamond, 75 nuns, £16.99 


The Hedonist ■ through space off a 50ft 

Here absolute pleasure to Alaska provides 

™u,d uyi^ptHg off acM- 
out skis. Black Diamond, 45 mms US- w 


E ven if budgetary oonsider- 
ations confine most of us 
to routinely expensive 
resorts such as Aftl (Tlsfere 
and St Anton, it’s reassur- 
ing to see that the ofttex half 
- well, the other 5 per cent - have 

pretty much the same sort of ski- 
ing as we do. As it happens, skiing 
in the most glamorous resorts 6 not 
ne ce ssarily much more expensive 
than doing so in any big, interna- 
tionally known resort But it cer- 
tainly can be more expensive ifyou 
make the most of what’s on offer 


Soul Session and Epic Impressions whfle rt 

Snowboardeis carve tnto P dimming the ground with 
race down > vertiginous path* J? h a helicopter 


^ir^^^Om-937 0872 


in me nonaa, lo wm™ ■~ ,w y 
In our selection of the world s 
six most glamorous res orts, i t’s 
only right that affluent Switzer- 
land should be allowed more 
than its fair share. Students of 
royal ski expeditions will look in 
vain for Hosiers; it’s not partic- 
ularly glamorous and is certainly 
not a self consciously smart resort 
-the Prince of Wales goes for the 
sJaing and warm reception. 


Snow reports 

The snow promised last 
I weekend arrived midweek 
- but only in parts. Some of 
the heaviest snow has fallen 
in Italy, with the unfortunate 
effect of putting off the 
World Cup downhill race 
scheduled for yesterday in 
Sestriere. France has also 
had some fresh snow, but 
many of the northern resorts 
missed out (Chamonix is 
only two-thirds open). 
Hardly any Swiss or Austrian 
resorts have had new snow 
and rock-hard pistes are 
about the best you can hope 


for there. Conditions in east- 
ern Europe are no better 

than fair, but in the Pyrenees 
Andorra is enjoying about 
the best skiing in Europe. 

The very best skiing of all is 

m North America: although 
the much-publicised thaw 
has turned Vermont’s skiing 
into hard-pack. In the Rock- 
ies snow midweek added to 
the existing good base. Most 
resorts in Colorado and 
Utah have 1m to 2m of snow 
even at resort level - Snow- 
bird as usual leads the field 

with around 3m. 


Aspen 

If you’re going for American 
swank, this old mining town m 
Colorado is the place. The stan- 
dard view is that Aspen attracts 
mainly film stars and other 
celebrities, who seek seclusion in 
private mansions. But lesser 
mortals can be cosseted in the 
opulent Ritz-Carlton or splen- 
didly Victorian Jerome (even 
more expensive at £250 to £480 
per room per night), and choose 
from scores of restaurants before 
shooting pool in a basement dive 
orwangling entry to the Caribou 
Club. Shopping for expensive 
trinkets as well as clothes is a 
major activity, coming a close 
second to skiing on no less than 
four excellent mountains, from 
small but steep Aspen Mountain 
above the town to big and varied 
Snowmass, 12 miles away. 



and into view come , 

the DWgJ “SwCBO- 

where balf-boaro ^ private 

ffiOOtpernrgh'^ d habiw* 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


• adventure toms • Sailtreks & Seatreks 

• Walks and Treks • Raft & River Journeys 

• Wildlife Safaris • Wilderness Experi en ce 

IN EUROPE, TURKEY, GREECEj^BI^t^^?’ 
— r»u IMS 1 ‘wn f ItAflfB- UMljOli KSTfi y 



S mall escorted groups. 


B* -liSSSL Mms) , 0*< 

Explore Worldwide (IN) . . , 

Aldershot GUI 1 1LQ 


\ KTO £.*• | 
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UK leaders in small group 
adventure holidays with o'er 
2(> years experience and the. 
widest choice of trips: choose 
from 4 different brochures. 




URGENT NEWS 
FOR WALKERS! 

Dozens or walking opt- 
ions spanning the length 
and breadth of Europe: 
from Norway and France 
to Morocco, from Ireland 
to Turkey, from Spain to 
Italy. Independent and 
guided. Ring tor your 
brochure: 

01606-42220 

WAM<1NG 

ATOL 2412 



City Breaks 







Amsterdam 



(01-68") “59bh 


| To make a booking or , 
ro request a brochure i* 
for this and more li 
offers to 11 odi« $ 
1 exciting cities, see your £ 
l travel agem, or phone jj 


0121 Z5Z 3665 


$) Thomson 

r, C1TVBREAKS ; 


‘i nun IT holt*'" ; 

On tlaneihvMi. 
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He was no slouch, our Shakespeare, and be 

would have quickly cottoned on to our City 

Selectkm breaks - they would have been 

very much to his liking. 

So do as be would have done and make a 
bee-line for our brochures -you H find 

that our eity breaks will be very much 

to your Liking. 

TIME OFF 
for those who like it 

0171 31T 7015 

Freepost, London SW1X 7YY 


Lech-Zurs v 
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Adhere mountains cl 
A ton 8 are Austria’s smartest 
Anton, aic n *“ .up roun- 
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place to be seen, 

your flexible friend acre»tne 

Sunters ofStrolz-annmde^t 

ment store that seems to sell any- 
thing provided it costs enough. 


Aspwu the shopping is great, m swing e dbum 

night y luneb only just above viDage 

Courchevel b53k the Chalet de Pierres and 


VvWI VMW - ICVvl 

With two restaurants earning twin dine at the Bateau Ivie. 

Michelin stars, the smartest resort 

in France is also the gastronomic COftina 0 AlIipOZZO 

«sgaS 

ter the a feast for the eyes, wben the spec- 

saaSssas 

So£t FSrc £25(W5(Sa skis, despite the glonously long 


Photograph: Colorific! 

and spacious nursery slopes. For 
lunchat the Micbelin-starred 
Tivoli, allow £30 even with a weak 

lira. A good resort for mtermedi- 
ates, but not much to offer experts. 


Gstaad 

Consumption seems relatively 
inconspicuous here, in what is 
nevertheless one of the most 
upmarket of Switzerland’s resorts. 
The winding main street might be 
that of any Vhudois country vil- 
lage, were it not for the number 
of Geneva jewellers with outlets 
there. But ride up a ski-lm on the 


St Moritz 

•twKssjys 

mwfeel at home in the duU Kulm 
or pleasantly secluded 

Suvretta, but ViyeUa-dad Bn 

aiming to relive past glories on the 
Cresta ran or explore the sceme 
and entertaining ski awaJojiW 
leave the glossy Carlton to the Ger- 
mans and the Godiic o 

Badrutt's Palace (half-bo and £200- 
£500 a night) to the Yanks. Lund* 

should be at the slick Marmite (£30 

for a plate of pasta), dinner out at 
Champfer - allow £60 for the 
Michelin-starred John s Taho. 
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travel • overseas 


Fait 0171 293 2505 


France 


Ranee 


France 
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JOIN THE 
LOCALS THIS 




SUMMER. 
JOIN LE CLUB 
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1500 private ownere advertlae: Chateaux -v«as aFarm 

• Family Howls ■ Mob* Homes • Bed 4 BreaWast 

• Special imereat HoSdays • In an Regions of France 
For 280 page Colour Brochure Tel: « 484 682S03 
write - Chez 





DE FRANCE 
NOW! 


franc e ’96 

A supertj Bdedion of nwi *00 handpkfced 

cottiges, villas audchai«anx,iMnT with pools, 






Ituonghoal France's most beautiful icglons. 
CiD do* for i fir* copy of onf colixir bcoJuuc 


01752 

670067 


Kingsland 

kotietoys 



Spain 
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THE SPECIALISTS IN SELF^Ai tWNG, SELF-DRIVE 

HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE AND EUROPE. CTa^X. 

Enjoy the freedom of self-drive, self-catBifng with 

added luxury . , . \ 

Choose from our qusaBty studios and apartments m \ 

specially selected, activity packed ■VOteges' across 

France and Europe, or our unique ranged 

imfividu^ •Mateons’ in the most beaitiful coastal 
aid country regions of France. 


0990 143 537 

B R 0 C H V RE S ( 2 4 H O V R S ) 


CHOOSE YOUR FREE BROCHURE NOW 
„ THEN CALL US QUOTING IS 0127 ^ 

^01606 734 413 k 



For further 
French 
Holidays 

please see 
page 16 . 
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Heliskiing is just one of 
for the adventurous skit 
big budget. By Chris Gill 
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I magine that tonight's lottery 
has come up with the goods. 
Courts is pestering you to 
open an account, and your 
skiing plans are no longer 
limited by money worries. All 
you have to do now is decide what 
land of skiing you'd realty like to 
. indulge in. In case you’re short of 
them, here are some ideas. 

For those with a taste for 
adventurous skiing and with no 
interest in aprts-ski indulgence, 
there is no question about what 
comes top of the agenda: heti- 
skimg in the Canadian rookies. 
Canadian heliskiing has three 
key components; helicopters to 
provide uplift,huge quantities of 
powder snow, and deserted 
mountain ranges on which the 
srow caii fall and on which the 
helicopters can land. This simple 
recipe produces the closest thing 
to paradise for a competent skier. 

Note that I do not say expert 
or athletic skier. Hdiskirngneed 
not involve steep slopes and, 
thanks to the recently introduced 
“fat” skis, does not even need the 
level of skill that you would nor- 
_ mally associate wilh off-piste ski- 
• ' ing in the Alps. If it did, it would 
not attract nearly so many weD- 
- 4 . heeled middle-aged skiers. 


The companies that run these 
heli operations have their own 
lodges deep in the Rockies, 
where you are billeted in comfort 
but not luxury for the duration of 
your stay. Each day, the chopper 
ferries your group of around 10 
people up to a remote slope of 
virgin snow, retrieving you at the 
end of the run and depositing you 
at the top of another. And so on, 
until you use up your allotted 
“vertical 4 ’ - at which point you 
reach for your credit card and 
start buying more uplift. 

. At least, that's the theory. It is 
possible, of course, to encounter 
a week's blizzards in which the 
choppers are grounded, and 
you get a great opportunity to 
improve your backgammon skills 
or write the first couple of chap- 
ters of your novel. 'You just have 
to hope that you don’t 

Canadian heliskiing is domi- 
nated by two outfits, both with 
UK agents. CMH operatesfrom 
eight lodges, mostly , in remote 
settings. Bach accommodates 44 
skiers - rather like a large 
catered chalet in the Alps, with 
open fires to reinforce the moun- 
tain lodge atmosphere and com- 
forting extras such as a sauna, 
Jacuzzi and in-house masseur. 


' * : 
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Mike Weigele operates from a 
bigger central base at Blue River. 
Right now, Canadian heliskiing 
is a bit of a bargain because of 
the weak dollar. Reckon on 
£2^00 to £3,500 a week -more 
if you do a lot of extra vertical. 

Heliskiing is aD very weO, but 
it does put the emphasis very 
much on the activity of skiing, 
and not at all on the pampering 
that can go with it when the bud- 
get allows. For a sharp contrast 

- the sharpesnhere is - tbe top- 
flight hotels of Switzerland take 
some beating. Opposite this page 
you’ll find a beginners’ guide to 
the smartest hotels in St Moritz 

- the greatest concentration of 
upmarket lodging in the known 
umveree. What these hotels offer 
is not so much luxurious varia- 
tions on the usual Alpine accom- 
modation as a kind of complete 
insulation from the harsh winter 
world outside. Apart from the 
Stunning views from the win- 
daws, once inside you could be 
almost anywhere. 

.You don’t even need to go to 
the trouble ofbookingsuch hotels 
yourself. Get hold of the Inghams 
brochure and you’ll find not only 
the three central five-stars in St 
Moritz, but also some equally 


swanky alternatives in other Swiss 
resorts - notably Zermatt’s 
Grand Hotel Zermatterhoff - 
and further afield. Even the 
favoured Alpine retreat of the 
Princess of Hearts, for example - 
the Ariberg in Lech. Half-board 
high-season one-week packages 
run from £1.400 to £2,150. 

Smart holds mean conforming 
- to the expectations of fellow 
guests if not to the rules of the 
establishment Privacy is the key. 
to real sdf-indulgence. and that 
means private lodgings with ser- 
vants attached. And lodgings 
don’t come any more private 
than Trapper’s Cabin, high on the 
ski slopes near Vail and reachable 
only by ski or snowcat The idea 
here is that you get to spend the 
night in complete (and splendidly 
luxurious) isolation, but don’t 
have the chore of self-catering: 
the chef skis away after dinner. 
The place sleeps 10, and costs 
$550 per person per nighL 

There is skiing beyond the 
horizons of Europe and North 
America, and some of it is veiy 
worthwhile. Your newly enlarged 
budget will not prevent you 
exploring the intensive resorts of 
Japan, the high and scenic ski 
areas of South America, and the 


heliskiing potential of New 
Zealand -the last two comingon 
stream during our summer, of' 
course. This sort of expedition 
makes most sense if you combine 
it with some regular tourism or 
visits to long-lost relatives, and 
could easily soak up several thou- 
sands of those spare pounds. 

Wherever you decide to blow 
your winnings, youll want to lode 
the part Chain-store clothing 
won’t do. For your heli outing 
you'll want die toughest u techm- 
caT kit in order to look the part 
- perhaps £550 for an outer shell 
from The North Face and £300 
for fleecy layers. For posing in St 
Moritz, a Bogner one-piece can 
cost you anything up to £1400. 

Heliskiing: CMH - contact 
Powder Skiing in North 
America 0171-736 8191j 
Mike Wiegele - contact Fresh 
Tracks 0181-075 9818 or 
Ski Scott Dunn 0181-767 
0202. For an Inghams 
brochure call 0181-780 
44501 More details about 
Trapper's Cabin near Vail on 
00 1 970 845 5788. For kit 
information start with Snow + 
Rock’s catalogue - call 
01932 569569 


Well Hello! Fancy 
seeirgyou here 

Who skis where. By Charlotte Packer 


W hile Prince Charles and his 
retinue remain faithful to 
Klosters, other members of 
the Royal family have looked fur- 
ther afield for their skiing thrills. 
Diana has discovered the joys of 
Lech in Austria, and two years 
ago she kicked up a flurry of 
exciiement when she hit Vail (the 
cod Swiss skiing village in Col- 
orado favoured by Tom Hanks 
and John F Kennedy), and pro- 
voked much speculation about a 
romance with a local business- 
man. The Princess Royal skis at 
Monrine in France, and Prince 
Edward, longtime fan of St 
Anton, has been seen on the 
slopes of Whistler in British 
Columbia. BuL for Fergie, the 
comparative peace at KJosters 
has become an increasingly 
attractive alternative to her pre- 
Andrew haunts of glitzy St Moritz 
and Verbier. 

The popularity of Swiss ski 
resorts with the international 
jet-set has probably more to do 
with the country's excellent 
banking facilities than its skiing 
conditions and Royal patrons. 
Crstaad is renowned for its 
unpredictable snowfall and yet 
boasts a strong celebrity fol- 
lowing. David Bowie, Blake 
Edwards and Julie Andrews, 
and Roger Moore - none of 
whom are noted for their skills 
on the piste - all have homes 
there. Meanwhile Elizabeth 
Taylor has graced Zermatt with 
her presence, though whether 
she was there for the skiing, the 
shopping or the socialising is 
not known. 

Italian resorts don't seem to 
attract many famous faces, but 
devotees include Julia Carling 
and Claudia Schiffer, who was 
apparently assaulted by a man 
wielding a bobble-hat while she 
was staying at Colfosco in the 
Dolomites. For classy apr&s ski 
sessious, and a spot of alterna- 
tive royal watching, you could 
head for Austria where Queen 
Juliana of the Netherlands and 
obscure Swedish Royals are said 
to squeeze into their solopettes 
and slip on their skis alongside 
the likes of Peter Gabriel and 
Kim Wilde. 

Over in the States, Aspen has 
tong been the favourite resort of 
the Hollywood set, and this is the 
time of year to catch the likes of 
Jack Nicholson, Don Johnson, 
Goldie Hawn, Kurt RusselL Cher, 
Harry Hamlin, Steven Spielberg, 
Martina Navratilova and Barbra 
Streisand, on the piste. It was 
rumoured that Hugh Grant was 
looking for a second home here, 
presumably won over by talk of 
.Aspen’s divine landscape. 


Back in the Forties the great 
and the good of the film industry 
would have packed their skis and 
headed for Sun Valley, Idaho. 
Here you might have gawped at 
the likes of Gary Cooper, Spencer 
Tracy and Katharine Hepburn. 
These days the resort is back in 
favour with Hollywood and 
Sigourney Weaver. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Qint Eastwood 
and Bruce Willis have ail been 
spotted going through their paces. 
Should a celeb hunt in Sun Ytiley 
prove fruitless, the automated 
snow system, which is one of the 
largest in the world, will at least 
guarantee plenty of snow and 
good Skiing- 

Working its way up in the 
popularity stakes is Tellnride in 
the spectacular San Juan Moun- 
tains of Colorado where 
Sylvester Stallone has a ranch, 
and Tom Cruise and Nicole Kid- 
man got hitched five years ago. 
The nearby Beaver Creek resort 
is the haunt of Gerald Ford, 
Dan Quayle, Oprah Winfrey and 
Brooke Shields. 

For lvana Dump, one time 
Czech National Ski Tfeam mem- 
ber, nowhere beats the Bugaboos 
in Canada, and she should know 
as she’s skied at all the key Euro- 
pean and North American 
resorts. She, like John Denver and 
King Juan Carlos of Spain, is a 
keen fan of beli-skiiiig. 
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The Aspan set (from top): 

LA Un/s Harry Hamlin; 

Kurt Russell (right) with 
Danny Sullivan; and Martina 
Navratilova. 

Photographs: Colorific! 
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My wife and I 
have just returned 
from your Egypt tour 
with die Nile Cruise, 
-■and wish to lose no 
_ tiine in expressing 
..our pleasure and 
satisfaction with the 
arrangements and 
. organisation. 77 

MR N. GRIFFITHS, 
READING. 


La Bid* your trm*l &&!* 
dm fiX amy on Egypt. caO far 

avr firm broekmt oni 

01233 211307 

QaedkcAf U iM r.) 
abtavttk? Aiotaai 


something to declare 


Visitors’ book 

Bristol Industrial Museum 

Very good if you like aeroplanes and 
trains 

-Anon 

I didn’t know there was a Bristol car 

- Bob Grieves, Bristol 

Gratefully appreciate the disabled 
facilities 

-Anon 

Very good, but small children can’t 
see over displays. A step by most 
items would belp 

- Steve, Bristol 

Berter than SS Great Britain, and 
cheaper! 

- Greatrex family, Keynsham, Avon 

I would have liked to sit in Concorde 

- David Oram, Bath 

Bargain of the week 

Travellers between the West 
Country and London are finding 
weekend journeys difficult because 
of the rail line being dosed between 
Reading and Swindon. But a price 
war among bus operators an the M4 


Trouble spots 

This week’s advice from our man in the Foreign Office : 

Corsica: “Since November, there has been a series of bomb attacks by 1 
extreme nationalists on public buildings throughout Corsica. The attacks 
seem to be increasing in intensity. Take reasonable care in the vicinity of 
public buildings.” 

Guatemala: “Violent crime is prevalent throughout Guatemala, especially in 
and around the capital and other tourist areas. Muggers are often well- 
armed. Do not attempt to resist when being robbed. Register with the ; 
British Embassy on arrival (321601) for an update on the current 
situation.” 

Mali: “Mali is relatively trouble-free. Although travel to MoptL Timbuktu 
and Gao is possible, caution should be exercised in the area north of - 
Mopti where banditry is still a risk". 

javft: “Indonesia is prone to earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and other, 
natural disasters. Avoid Mount Merapi and surrounding areas in Central 
Java. Fiirther information can be obtained from the Directorates of . 
Volcanology at Bandung (022 772606) and Yogyakarta (0274514180). 

Foreign Office travel advice is available on 0171-270 4129, on BBC2 I 
Ceefax page 564 onwards and on the Internet at http^/www Jco.gov.uk/ 


means you can save a fortune 
between Bristol and London - and 
get to the capital more quickly than 
on the rail-bus-rail arrangement 
being used by BR.. National 
Express (0990 808080) is charging 


£8.75 for a day return, and this is 
matched by Bakers Dolphin (01934 
616000). The latter company 
reduces the fare for the 240-mile 
round trip to just £7.45 for senior 
citizens and students. 



.INDEPENDENT 


TRAVEL OFFER 



E qfcr a long mdnd in Ihe (oscznaliDg nod romantic 
dty of Rome. Chief amongst the attractions an the 
splendid monuments in rh u B n^ the mighty Colosseum, 
the Forum and The Vatican's Sistine Chapel and St 
Ffeter’s Basilica. And don’t forget (be colouiTnl mar- 
kets, bustling piazzas, pavement cafes, riverside promenades 
and the designer stores. 

You will be able to explore Rome independently or, If you wish. 
Join an organised tour. An eseort is on hand to ensure you gel 
the most out of jmit (fine in this hsduting city. 

Prices start at only £339 per person for a 4 night break, based 
on two people sharing a twin room with shower and wc. 


ROME 


4 Nights by air 
from just 

£339 


April 1996 



Send for yoor brochure today by telephoning 

0116 250 7676 - please quote n*FW4W234M566 
Or return the coupon below to: 

THE INDEPENDENT ROME OFFER, PAGE & MOY 
LTD, 136-140 LONDON ROAD, LEICESTER LE2 LEN 

This holiday is organised by Pa^ & Mo> Ltd 
ABTA V4345 ATOL133 


v m i <; no) m.\Vs 
KOMI IS .H ST < )NK Ol SIM KK X I . 
<;ki; vi v m i. 1 fonts. 

OiIhis. iiK'lmli- Tn-.c.ir.y 1 . n- >*r “ infills 

Most'rjM \ s: IVK'jMhii'j;: ;in<l 

\ Del nils :;ri' in ihu broclilirv 


THE HOLIDAY INCLUDES 

• Scheduled flights from London 

• Airport to hotel transfers 

• Bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Airport Taxes and security charges 

• Services oT a tour leader 

Raft, h England 1806967 NmnpflMiPuGEmnapfc: 


THE INDEPENDENT ROME OFFER, PAGE & MOY LTD, 138- 
140 LONDON ROAD, LEICESTER LE2 191 
Ptease forward on tfinorary & booking farm (RrtFW4W234tV5fi6) 

Name:(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Postcode | 

Phone(Day) (Evening) j 

Ptease tick Bin bat d you do not mUi » receive future rmSBngs i 
jtrom NEWSPAPER PUBUSHINSS PLC Of tram companies 
a I 1 approved by NEWSPAPER PVJBUSHINGS PLC WTtt7 


,, f.f ^ aonma., . . . ■■■ ^ T ■ ■■ - - - * ■ t fc F i 

LOOK BEFORE YOU BO#|K 


5 lABTAI 

£ 

0 ^ ABT a symbol, you know your holiday is protected. Every travel agent and tour operator In our membership operates under our strict codes of conduct and has passed our rigorous checks on 

|j tai security So in the unlikely event that they should fdB financldly, we'll ensure that it's not your holiday that suffers. For a leaflet containing the full story on what ABTA offers you, call 01 71 307 1991 





MiJHW 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 



^g^ause we think the world of you 

best buys on the world's finest airlines 


(exci. taxes) 


s>> 


SrtwideattentiuiiM 


ionirtiWwW« 

i your one stop 


Saigon or Bali - departures from many UK aiip ^iMggW 
Heathrow, Birmingham. Bristol. Glasgow and Manchester 
£495 return. 


■fraUflndBrs 


tow cost 
ions than 
airfares stow 


“1070" mean talor-mal® your 

mniSS HI, op to BS % dlsepunt 0 * 

hotels and car hire vrorWwWe. 


£473 AROUND THE WORLD £677 


From Manchester to the Seychelles only £299 return, 


quality accommodation per room per night trom 


AUSTRALIA £33 ■ USAE31 • AFRICA £41 • PACIFIC £39 • ASIA £31 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £13 PER CAY • CALL HOW FOR OUR HEW NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 

TRrUi-FItlDER MAGAZUE 

CALL 0171-933 3366 *NYT!fi1E 


' 42-50 Earls o'ifl -939 33 » 1 , 

Long Htol »t71-S37 5400 

Transatlantic ujhdON |WB 

194 Kensington ^.^< 7^.938 3939 
lijng Haul FhghS- ^ 71.938 3232 

rBsiss-'«ss». 

--aassir*®-, 

58 Deansgate • {[JjjJS 6969 
P^Snass- 0161-039 3434 


KTOL 1458 




9.6pm - Thurs 9-7pm * *Mor. - Fri 9-7prr Jan & Feb • Sun 10-6ppr (Lanrtan i rr a n S h SK tcn 



USAirtcurs 

Low season fares from lex. taxes) 


ATLANTA 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

DALLAS 

DENVER 


FORT LAUDERDALE £239 


LOW season rare a rrem icjl raunj 

FORT MYERS £238 ORLANDO £235 MONTREAL £265 

LAS VEGAS £295 PHOENIX £299 TORONTO 065 

LOS ANGELES £275 SAN FRANCISCO £275 VANCOUVER £299 

MIAMI £215 SARASOTA £239 BERMUDA £395 

NEW YORK £179 TAMPA £238 ANTIGUA B65 

NEW ORLEANS £295 WASHINGTON £235 NASSAU 035 



oil Feb 2 & 3 Mar 

Business Design Ctr Assembly Roams 
• Inspirational travel companies 
• Big free talks programme 
A team of travel guides for advice & ideas 
• Huge amounts of travel information 


njEV PI AY 


Open until 8pm 
MONDAY to FRIDAY 
5 . 30 pm SATURDAY 

& SUNDAY 


We use the world's 
best airlines including 
Virgin, British Airways, 
American, United, 
Nort hwest and Delta 
ABTA 980*7 ftTOl 83085 


LONDON. 0181 559 7709 
MANCHESTER: 01 61 456 251 5 
GLASGOW: 0141 248 4844 
BIRMINGHAM: 01 21 585 7775 
CARDIFF: 01222 377 091 

Please quote Ref 253 


For a free USA holiday 
brochure call 

0345 666666 

(All calls are charged at local rate) 


feM 


3 parted by 
Lor den's -e a ding 



| 3r030casii"0 
i i]v2 from ITVv 
J cn 34.9 FM 


we work: you rest they play. 

We give you more. 
You still pay less. 





THE BE5T 0UA1FIY 50F-DR1VE CAMRNG HOUDAYS IN BJROPE. 
14 NIGHTS FOR UP TO 6 PEOPLE FROM OMIY 


FRANCE 


ORLANDO HOTLINE 

For all your travel needs to 
prlando, Honda call 

0181 559 7766 


QUEST Wor ldwide 

Flights Worldwide Km hom Around the YWrld 


We have arranged over a million trips to the USA 


SYDNEY U» 
PERTH 5*3 
AUCKLAND 515 
NAIROBI 3*5 
WX WATTE 484 
JCTBURG 429 
DUBAI 275 


DELHI S3J 
HONG KONG 442 
BANGKOK 408 
SINGAPORE 429 
LANGELES 289 
NEW YORK 179 
TORONTO 219 


UNBEATABLE PRICES! 

FLYINC HIGH... 

CANARIES SPAIN ^ 

FAR0AJti£5ifi^^ 


£95 


AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 

AUSTRALIA 4 NEW ZEALAND 

0171 757 2468 

FIRST & BUSINESS CtASS 

0171 757 2500 

ALSO AT GATWICH AIRPORT 

01293 568 800 

0pen7days 
^T-am - 10 pm 


FLIGHTBOO ®! WM 

travelling freestyle 


LS u id r.t Y | Y';;h5 3 


: iis'l : 54 7~3322~ 01SH46 600ii 

fC'CST verm? prytriE thavhl 


New York * 

Miami 

Los Angeles 

San Fransisco 

Boston 

Chicago 

San Diego 

Denver 

Las Vegas 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Toronto 

Vancouver 

Rio de Janeiro 


gi AFRICAN Uss. 

£5- SPECIALS C N-Zea 

£130 JoWb ^ < 435^^1 Smgaf 
£249 iCapetwn SOB g— Bang* 
£280 [torobi a M#- 
£280 iDra-Sdan £385 M ™ ,n ? 1 
£275 ; Horan. H85 ]% “ 

£280 1 prices ftjgqft eg *• 

%% fans *g 

£2gs Frankfurt £105 Dubai 
i £485 Amsterdam £79 Cairo 


Sydney ft £800 
Perth £575 
Cairns £622 
N. Zealand £625 
Singapore £429 
Bangkok £429 
Bali £529 


Kmsa umvsDAv&cuttc 

■i ii ■ i mail **t - 


Hongkong £449 


PtaSMMUsriVK 

. ScbeiMad AMhHS 
• Car Hbw - HoUb 
hnuraace • Bwoaa * 

Ctantin • TaKor-made 
tttMlM'OHMH 


internet atWress 


Kz-jrM.n&i*****.*.* EjMtageiooia^^ 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

1 11A A 177/1*8 WtMWjann lOwxt I 

Road London WIP tHX 

W0L25B2 UUA ABTAD6806 

MAawiSW Bti«A » *#■**» 

■i^diTj. rnmnd tny™ 





DVENTURE TRAVEL AND FLIGHTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 


TEC-NO TRAVEL. 



0171 - 482 - 0414 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 




.T.'£.h/C'.V.-: S£S 

SSAIaHOlV'G. 




■ lltM 

i-iVi!*;.*!* 


RETURN FLIGHTS FROM LONDON 


BOSTON - 

MIAMI — 

ORLANDO - 

WASHINGTON _ 

LOS ANGELES - 

SAN FRANCISCO _ 

TORONTO 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

JOHANNESBURG. 

SINGAPORE 

HONG KONG 

FRANKFURT 

BRUSSELS 


.from £187 
.from £209 
.from £209 
_ from £209 
_from £259 
_ from £259 
_from£215 
_from £499 
_ from £555 
_from £398 
_ from £41 4 

from £414 

from £484 I 

from £ 96 

tram £ 62 


- CURRENT BEST BUYS - 

- OW «nv Crt ' Bm 

SS ""“SS S5?-=SS 
3 ?--jS.S ETr-SS St-*™ 

sse-ss 

K*n*«NW-o:4D« wjKL.--gg ?SSo'IiSaia 

sstis i as=ss ssess 

-MULTI STOPOVERS - 
London ■ Hong Kong ■ Caims (surface) Sydney • 
Auckland • Fiji ■ Hawaii - U» Angeles - London Cl. 

^stSSSSSSSSS^yfs 

jt jll the riafrl puces lo su* requirwnw^ 


PRAGUE. VTB4WA. BUPAPEST gld 
Sioiiaida.Onwtpa natonx.hqwy 
ft acts- Czachais (01708) 6ZW8S. 

CZECHrSLDVAWA. AlptoavPage* 1 
beautiful High TMra mountalita- 
Faesla, lalws. BiAm pocXtwrrto. 
S/C flai alps 4/B. TeL (0131) SS7 

PMGUE. Nb* brochure 2 -S atflr 
IwMa tan EiSpp par nigftL FDgraa 
U4S (AamnATOL 4093). Also 
Budapest 3 Crxsm. Ptoa country 
cottages In DEmiAJ B ohwnhL 
AiltO Plan 01543 257777. 




OW BTTN 

HUUB —O'" i"i 

LW6 OH Dtti 

tKTBBt or. «>s 

ZVUBW U53 U'.l 

rmt C-- li 445 

CVttOWN-aa till 

DUHMW S2»5 

XlWCO DM IMi 

KKOUTO £123 U* 

UftVYTSR — i'» UW 
us wears- ci° ea> 


Disneyland* Paris 


& Cottages 


0181 395 89C9-, 



Le Shuttle 

^£59 «“ s ° M * 


Action packed 

hoTidays for all the fvnllr 

in the French Alps. 


;OSCHAt.:L:0“‘l-!l 


■> TRANSATLANTIC: 01 - I- 11 !' 

?a 


EARLS COURT ROAD, RBCINCTON, 

OPENi MONTOHn9am-*pPBMT10aah2pm 


Ring (01242) Z40 3IOfor otr 
france Aarre' brodwre. 


5S£5ys^i SL 

IndudeK T *| 

. refwn U Shuttle crossing 1 ■ 

• 3 nigkn accocimodirtion *1 the L 5 4 

Hotel Cheyenne I T^LI 

• 2 dray Mtrtoic* p**s *° *• A I^Ki 

Disneyland® Pans theme perk » A 

VISIT YOUR TRAVa AGBJT OR | JLH 

CAUL now OH 0990 35 35 35 k \ 

Tam ""I cuu i S lI ^ *’ A _ 

IVr pk. Mtote 

M I ■ ■ 

Wm F|J 


IK A N C E 


Traditional holiday 
properties of character 


and quality in 
nance and Corsica. 


France and Corsica. 
Many with pooL 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (01798) 869411 
QUOTE KEF: F182 

Or wriae tax Dqrt- F182, 

Vtacaacca en Gunpagnc. 

Btjncif. Potbmon^h. 

W. Sussex 
RH201QP. 


CHEAPEST FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


VfB I^oktari |WD‘ 




GREAT VALUE LOW C05T AIRFARES 

>0161 367 9292 < 

£499 | |j| | 'll li'l IM rtl * 


IaDCKL AND R^j^ SUiGAFORY 

|*1AIR0EI 1 3 f +J 




i ■ i 


rT7>« IO HAT/NE5EURG£4^ j 

[i±i*CAIR0 EIB 




' w :• I TT ; 


TRAVEL! TRAILS 


France 




M I A 5 V>SCF. DLS VILLAGES ^ . 

g 01449 737673 gh 


*^^!R^PEa^OFFB^RO,M NO'OLEL HOTELS 


a PARI S 

Sprins Break 


■ r i ) i 


ONLY 


pM KASHVILLE A 

asa newtohs om wpoare G rrS w 

c as kswobleass ongjacs E " A 


Best Value 

Mobile Homes 

On 4-Star Sites JKg 


^ «Tafa<«dii »o *B BSA * * A 

JjbouBaB¥SiSSS? t 



rsrri: . / 


New York 

rrom 

Paris 

from 

Amsterdam 

from 

Munich 

from 

Dublin 

from 


CANADA 

SUMMER PC. k ’ 1 



TRAVEL 

"3 


Villas & Cottages 

Coast or Country 
^^Many with 

pools 



I TORONTO 

: £163 1 

1 MONTREAL 

: £169 ■ 

II HALIFAX 

£213 | 

II WINNIPEG 

' £243 1 

11 VANCOUVER £243 1 


CALCARV £249 


• All tares subject to availability and 
booking conditions • Fares exdude^rport 
taxes, duties and weekend supplements 
■ Departure dates vary • Ask for details at any 
Lunn Poly Holiday Shop or call us now on 




fT01203 230240 

Lunn P&ly 

The same flight for less. 


NEW 1 
ZEALAND. 


DISCOUNT BJGHTS WOflLDWlDE 
Travel JiwuMnee tea s 25% . 
DKtaigapan 0121 "aiiP BD87 T9532. 


CHEAP NJGHTB. Ben* 0171 

4394181- ABTA E8273. 


3*&aO.P-6pra. IMhoool Daww* «*S**™^^ 


UOOKffGRKAGffiATDEALI 
Bu« am ridded 6r Hew MwH 

rein br £980 »d go wrter for 

flnb 069. PfaM 01932 8S98II for 

wwrtirttMnpKLtafeqi^- 
bndi befart lSlh February I WOfe 
valid hr BiBwrd irard bwno 
Idtfa Ajrf and 15th lew 1W. 


QERUANT; DAILY tow coat fliflhia. 
(0181) 428 2900. Vtoa/ Access. 
Qonnen Travel Centra, A0TA 
90S85, ATCH- 2977. 1ATA. 


AHBOWFUGHt Aflente tor ATOL 
hoktera. 01527 524810. Mon-S« 
Sam^pm. 


I Free Colour Brochure I 

(01903) 745319 

LV : aitoJ 

ALOfiS! QUALITY HOUSES A yB 03 
In South West France ai aerarttie 
puces. Francophils, Bended 
01539 431860 

DORDOGNE Beautiful tannhouaw 
& gttss set In WyUlc counhysMB. 
Private pods. Personal manage- 
ment individual care 3 att notion 
mrauQtiouL Tol. 01222 521348 
LA UDUETT1ERE . Fhauss pool, 
view S. Loire. Sips 10. bikes Fr. 
E250 July (0152^613009 
LOT - DORDOGNE. Ideal tor 1 Crf2 
(amUtoe. Charmingly raster od, 
very wed equipped Jarm house. 
Lmge pooL Table terails in bam s 
Mdinlnun. Lovely countryside. 
Tfet GHy Ybrraw (mfll) B74 9513. 
NCHRUOUnER. WEST COAST. 
Luxury wfiU equipped 2/3/4 bod 
villas with healed pool or the 
isiarxr Wftn evwythlnfl. 25 miles 
pt sandy beaches, pine forests, 
ptotonwque vUagss Alunam 
Phone lor 1UB details flef. F3510 
7WD1 502 500555. 

HBTAUIX 15 ntis Med. Unusual big 
vIBeoe house. Wrace. 6 bftcs._2 
Mbs. Fufl equip. (0171) 607 4969- 
CYCUNG HOUDAYS In France- 
BeAe Franc* 01883 890685. AITO 
ATOL 2832. 

AUVERGNE- Sauvago ni Awstor*. 
Condomblea bedcettagehflh to 

mwnuire- Log Hro- Good toctil 
ntsuu rants. Glorious vies, mag- 
nlflcwtiwMtatog- ete °‘ 

tridty.raL (0171) 267B938- 


NORUANDY (MANCHE) farmhouea 
in 2 acras. 20 mins bwchM. 4 

rible bedrooms, gas i CH dWi- 
waaher A TV From E12D pw. 01B1 
840 0572 

ARDECHBGARD Country cottage. 
Magnificent views, not Isolate^ 
Sips 4/E Phone France 00 33 
68821025 

DORDOGNE Lovely CI6B1 lam- 
house and cottages on beautiful 
eotoie wtth Hrurtnumlng pool and 
wonderful views. Si pa 2-22 

Brochure D1 548 580844 

DORDOGNE- reattulty rural tradl- 

ttonal term buidlngs sip 8. private 
pool 01363 777542. 

PROVENCE, luxury aptm alps 4^1. 
Private garden, stared pooL Easy 
reach ol Gorges du Vardon aid 
Cates d'Azur. AvaB from Mayjnom 
E250-400pw.Td 01380 726284. 

£ PYRENEES Mountains. Med vll- 
im collafla. E Tarraca, Views. 
Sips 6 Fn»n £150 0171 6092511 

LOT/DORDOGNE. Wy camhKtablB 

Cl 8th farmhouse, pool, alps ip. 5 
beds. 5 mins Dordogne mer. 
Wonderful orchids, heilebortnm 
etc M ay r June. House avail Sprtn, 
Summar. Autumn. DateDs please 
contact 01730 B28367 
DORDOGNE VALLEY Beautiful 
stone tarmhoua* with pool. 
Superb location nr Medeval Sadat 
and Domma Sleeps 2-15 Broch. 
01546 657971. Also Easter Art 
Course. 

MONTPELLIER, attractive, cit y can- 
tro fctt, fuly fum. Sips 2/3- tOnhia 
Ra« Stn S bus to beach. Iter 28 to 
Easter tocTd (0033) 57928867 
; TARN(NR ALBJ), Secluded Wtojde 
farmhouse. Steeps 8. Private pooL 
tHaws, well vqutppoA. Fromcpas 
. pm week Details with photos 
5 (01747)852204. 

I LOT/OOHDOGNE SW FRANCE, 
a WtoarangeolcotiitortabteCoim- 
try wopeitlas. oti srttti own swim- 
j mtog pouts. All sizes. Pay In c 
n storllna. Colour Brochure Iram 
Peter AtoousfEngllah) KJngtaher 
_ HoBdays. Tbt 0033 53 40 71 13 or 

l fac 0033 53 40 74 71. 
j. BAB farmhouse nr R. Dontagne 
. {Corraze) Guest lounge. TV. «c. 
rj BJB-0 eg meals. Low tartil Dto- 
eounts aval. Cfm wdoomB. Vortod 
, imaieare t Tour de F. StagsJ 4 
M July. 00 33 5fi 25 48 13 (EngBah) 
a) LOT. Group of owners oHm qualtty 
u- tarmlwusefi, some with poete. 

o- Sleeping 2/12- £1 80^1400 

(01544) 32W56. 


^07.00 

oLit f ft»p aso^, 



J friendly hotels 

for short breaks or long 


Stays In town or country. 


Ring (01 242) 240 3 10 for our 
•France i h Cane’ brochure. 




vh Hobbyj iTO> Cmtwtav'CaaJTg | 


LETS DIRECT GHHDE. Book (fired 
with owners lor better rates. 
Accommodation to suit aN tastw: 
vfitaa, tarmhouaeo. pitas, mobile 
homes; approx 700 lor you to 
choow Iran. Fantastic ferry and 

insurance packages zrajjsMdFtor 

your co py d the Qutoa COB 01 48S 
9771133 

CHATEAUX REGION ol Loire 
De&toMre eoltagos wttii pooh. 
Walk shops, floil/wtn8.Brochure 
01489896615 

ARGELES. SOUTH FRANCE . Prt- 
vaio bunoalow sips 6. large gar- 
den. pados. garage, close to 
bench, shops, rail. Tel (OMi) 
8121774 

PROVENCE. Charming waR 
equipped farmhouse, lowly coat. 
Hyalde, terraced garden. 3 tftou- 
tales. 2 baita. E320 pw ptus eloc- 
trleity.JuhpAug. Tel: 0181 
5807768. 

SPRING IN PROVENCE. Rant a 
house without the tiassJol Deli- 
cious meals, no cooking, no 
cleaning. *-6 peepia ApriL May. 
Juno and August £220 pppw. 
0161 5607766 

PROVENCE Alps, dotntetad studio. 
Sips 4. Vordon Gorges/Lac SL 
Croat. Seasonal swtmmmgfwalk- 
ing. Avail oil y». W5-E1B5pw. 
01832 710227. 


botne of howewfrw 
(Free voucher below lo be 
handed in at our restaurant) 
I ENSUSHSPOKEN- 
(ityoui French is wobbtyf) 
l Free mao af Paris with 

every reservation 
t Prices are fixed in French 
Francs -approx Sterling 
equivalent quoted for 
guidance ortiy. 


1 




*i' v 1 




njK fully inclusive of breakfast 

and f' m w t 

, BAO«£TONLYE27jOO ^ /)< M 

Price per person per nigm /V WJ « ^ 

SSrf Shttimi vat. Whether travelling by plane or car this is your 
(3rd adult in room E30 golden opportunity to enjoy all the pleasures or 

including braaktast) Paris and beyond, with accommodation at a price 

i kids go free you never thought possible. 

Imagine staying in a purpose built international 

, spacfcnson-suHe moms hotel designed to pamper your evwyn^d - 
Jithidng-sizfi bed,coiour tv perfect for a weekend break or holiday. TTrats Novotei 
(inc satellite) You’ll also find Novotei Bagnoltt ideally situated 

Gl ^ S 1 ! and won't cost you a small fortune. 

^ Right now, NOVOTEL PARIS BAGNOLET « 

(Free voucher below lo bo offering EXTRA SPECIAL VALUE for money and 
handed in at our restaurant) is onIy minutes from the centre of Paris by Metro, 

™ su ^ c ^ y) ideally situated for touring Versailles, Fontainebleau 

cJ^» n rfp«hwith and EuroDisney. 

every reservation Discover Paris and so much more - and ifs so 

Prices are fixad m French easy to reserve your room now - for whenever you 

Francs - appwx sterling want tQ v j sit Ta(<e advantage of NOVOTEL'S very 

SSToST"* special offer today! 



TUill ilt'lihiMllt’iaa 

I*mtwWm8»luanJla |coramaresefMa»hwTiaKbrrdwrip*toiea«jwae^^ ] 

ifi MWi Til iC f a l l !?■ ftw aMyteafrorifc 00 gl 49B 630Q g ajuBtetapgiBMr.PertSter, | 

[ilifla llk' l lr.riwrlmMl!Mi4'B jneaiasM jHWfcfcr — j^SR.OirtferaftoW.wllte-. a«l| 

%H;li)K l B;tlRi ninT'jTiMM ithR««iM — «ub»«i onma 
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travel china 


Ifely, polluted, corrupt. Amazing 


Peking is full of contradictions. 
Follow the tour guides and you’ll 

miss the point Teresa Poole 
should know. She lives there 


O n about dav three of 
a typical China 
package tour. West- 
ern visitors to the 
capital city tend to 
wake up suffering 
from “Jet-lag Peking duck 
Syndrome". It marks the 
first of many victories to be 
scored by China over 
unwary foreign tourists. 

The idea seems to be to 
exhaust the city's visitors 
into submission at an early 
stage. Within 48 hours of 
arriving, the tour group will 
have been marched through 
Tiananmen Square, around 
the Forbidden City, up the 
Great W&U and down again, 
and herded through the 
Ming tombs. The Peking 
duck banquet, in all ics 
greasy splendour, represents 
the final assault on the inno- 
cents abroad. Tour group 
members awake the next 
morning feeling their sta- 
mina already drained and 
wistfully remembering how 
they spumed the option of 
a trip to Bali. 

That is when the more 
robust might profitably 
decide that a tour-group 
holiday in China is rather 
missing the point Peking’s 
temples cannot compete 
with those in South-east 
Asia, the food on offer to 
tourists is mostly dreadful, 
and there is none of the 
opulence of many other 
Asian capitals. 

Peking is an ugly, pol- 
luted, corrupt city whose 
population has a developed 
sense of disdain for for- 
eigners. Yet that is part of 
the reason to come. For 
Peking is also, arguably, the 
most extraordinary capital 
in the world, the political 
centre of a country that 16 
years ago decided to re- 
invent itself using a 
melange of Communist 
control and capitalist free- 
for-all. Off the tourist trail, 
life is a bundle of contra- 
dictions. conflicts and 
annoyances, where some- 
times it seems that the only 
Asian value left is an insa- 
tiable desire for money. 

These are complaints 
voiced by Belangers them- 
selves. Of course, visit the 
Great WfelJ, but it is the 
country’s most recent history 
that will leave the deepest 
impression on any visitor 
who makes a bit of an effort. 
Most Western tourists arrive 
already aware of the con- 
tradictions. They remember 
the graphic TV pictures of 
the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown when the Chi- 
nese army stormed through 
Peking killing unarmed pro- 
testers. Yet, since then, the 
“story” from China has been 
one of unprecedented eco- 
nomic improvement, streets 
jammed with imported 
saloon cars, a real-estate 
development bonanza, and 
an export industry that has 
suddenly put “Made in 
China” labels in products 
across the world. 

That contrast is precisely 
what makes Pelting such an 
interesting city. Most 
foreigners, for instance, 
complain heatedly about 
the traffic. Yet watch, for a 
moment, how many of the 
fanciest cars carry the tell- 
tale white number-plates 


which identify them as mil- 
dly or People’s Armed 
Police vehicles. Marvel at 
the city’s traffic police who, 
about six weeks ago, meta- 
morphosed overnight into 
human robots. It was part 
of a propaganda exercise 
aimed at brushing up the 
image of the police. Now 
they stand on their podi- 
ums. choreographed into 
perfect uniformity, never 
an arm bent out of line. 

it is in Peking's lanes - or 
h wongs - that you can 
glimpse the old world of the 
city. Around Houhai Park, 
or to the east of Dongdan 
shopping street, you can 
wander down any lane, and 
the challenges of mod- 
ernising such a city imme- 
diately become apparent. 
These are the traditional 
courtyard homes, pic- 
turesque from the outside 
but on the inside usually 
desperately crowded and 
lacking in such luxuries as 
toilets. Look into the yards 
to see the bizarre mixture 
that makes up many fam- 
ily’s lives: the inevitable 
bicycles, a wall of cabbages 
stored during the winter, 
and in the main room state- 
of-the-art television and 
karaoke equipment. 

On a Sunday, head for 
one of the city’s parks, per- 
haps Beihai or the Temple 
of Heaven, for the most 
romantic view of Peking 
life. Soon after dawn, blue- 
suited old men will arrive, 
carrying their songbirds in 
cages which they hang in 
the trees. For hours they 
play chess, or sit idly talk- 
ing. Throughout the early 
morning, local Pekingers 
turn up to take their daily 
exercises. In my local, Ritan 
Park, old women exercise 
their brains (they say) by 
walking backwards, Chi- 
nese of all ages practice 
shadow boxing and other 
martial arts, and one group 
of middle-aged women 
meet for disco keep fit 
This is. of course, not the 
modern Peking hurtling 
down the expressway of 
economic reform. For that, 
visit a big shopping centre 
(try the Landao depart- 
ment store or the Hongqiao 
indoor market), and see a 
national retail spending 
spree in action. Wander 
through the outdoor mar- 
ket of “Silk Alley” and see 
if you can resist the 
advances of the hawkers 
selling pirated CD-Roms 
from southern China for a 
fraction of the cost back 
home. Bravely go where 
few Westerners dare to 
tread - a Chinese karaoke 
lounge, and witness the 
major national pastime. 

. if it all gets too much, do 
not retreat to some hotel 
restaurant where the menu 
is printed in English. The 
Chinese, for all their nation- 
alistic fervour, are at their 
most tolerant in situations 
involving food. Pick any 
brightly tit restaurant, order 
a round of Peking draught 
beers (Beijing jin pi), and 
point to a few key words in 
the Chinese phrase book. It 
will probably taste awful, 
but the look on everyone’s 
faces will be worth every 
unidentifiable mouthful. 


Six of the best sights in Peking 

The Great Wadi: Not to be missed. Those with sturdy legs and 
knees should head for the wall at Simatai, while anyone who 
might need a cable-car ascent is best off at Mutianyu. 

The Summer Palace; On the north-west side of Peking, the 
gardens are beautiful in summer and winter. On the return 
journey into the city, tty to stop off at some of the traditional 
villages near the old city moat 

Mao's Mausoleum: He looks like wax, and from time to time 
there are reports that he is leaking, but the Chairman’s body 
stays where it is because it would be far too politically 
sensitive to move him. You can stock up on tacky Mao 
memorabilia by the exit 

Prince Gong's Palace: An unusually quiet retreat north of the 
forbidden City The gardens are very peaceful, and the palace 
gives some idea of what life was like for the well-connected 
before 1949. 

The Peart Market: Situated on the third floor of the Hong Qiao 
indoor market, on the north-east corner of tfieTanple of 
Heaven. Head for a vendor called Ms Bai at stalls 1 13 and 
123, provider of freshwater pearls and se mi-prec ious jewellery 
to Mrs Thatcher (complete with framed photograph). 

Chaowai Antiques Market: Near the north-west. corner of 
Ritan Park, these two warehouses offer a selector of Chinese 
knick-knacks, and a few real antiques. Never mind if it is a 
modern cow or an outright fake, just bargain very hard . (True 
antiques cannot be exported from China without the necessary 
documentation.) 


Never out of line: 'about six weeks ago, Peking's traffic police were turned into human robots' 


Photo: Greg Baker/AP 


How to get there 

British Airways and Air China 
fly non-stop twice a week 
between London Heathrow and 
Raking, but the lowest fares are 
available from discount agents 
for travel on other airlines. For 
example, Campus Travel 
(0171-730 8111) has a fare 
of £493, including tax, on Air 
France from London, 
Birmingham, Edinburgh or 
Manchester via Paris. 

How about by rail? 

Regular trains operate 
between Moscow and Peking, 
with connections from western 
Europe and to Hong Kong. 
Most travellers make the 
week-long journey only in one 
direction, and fly the other. A 
basic round trip comprising a 
flight from London to Moscow, 
train to Peking and onwards to 
Hong Kong, with a flight back 
to London, would cost around 
£750 through companies such 
as Bridge the World (0171- 
911 0900), Regent Holidays 
(0117 921 1711) and the 
Russia Experience (0181-566 
8846). There are endless 
stopover possibilities, but 
these can add substantially 
to the cost. 


How tangled is 
the red tape? 

British passport holders need a 
Chinese visa, which is most 
easily obtained through the China 
Travel Service, 7 Upper St 
Martin’s Lane WC2H 9DL 
(0171-836 9911); this agency 
charges £10 on top of the 
normal £25 fee. Allow a week for 
processing. You can obtain a visa 
more quickly in Hong Kong if you 
are travelling via the territory, and 
pay only HK$100(about£8). 
There have been some reports 
that the documents of British 
visitors are being checked 
especially assiduously by 
Chinese officials because of 
the political differences over 
Hong Kong. 

What about flights 
to Hong Kong? 

Air fares are generally lower to 
Hong Kong than direct to China. 
STA Travel (0171-361 6262) 
has a fare of £487 on Emirates 
via Dubai. Numerous travel 
agencies in Hong Kong make 
arrangements for China: 

Phoenix Services (00 852 
2722 7378), based in 
Kowloon, will arrange tickets 
and accommodation in China. 
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SPORTS KBBAKE 

LxwpoaBaB Saarth wl ftera HriL 
OpDoat iacWcODfMftMre ft 


luilian t |,ih!rcnV rlnb*. 

Dolomites Ski 2ui<liuj;- 

en Vr HeJn/ed K • .'DC**' 

-tv 


Luxuioub nmota lodgaa. VfoUng. 

canoaina iMng snd vriitoe 
ratofevrih the v«y barivadu. 
9uperbwBdNe. Awartwavdta 


Superb wHMa M«M art) 
«xr*xtCa»U4 to create yow 
Meal retail 


Fvmfly max. Itadatal Ijrv xdxn to 
lhu cwNi t «Mto| red a flir f 
fvrtMca. 



Phone or tar art 

■fth (01604) 28S79 FteC 31628 

ABWtA 

EX^WIVE 


«lp T W nrreri r I 

k&eyivdw lav&a, *■ I 
^ met txatu uLaab in the CarMtax. I 
• Jisai-picktd dmaa hods. | 

• AAied-vaiut special nfftrs. 

Ram 240 iWfar a brochure. • 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Cantan, Briidan 
ft Maftoromi oonn&y fnuaes most 
with pooto. CtaM coast. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 


The 


lira «vHu itwa». 



ANDALUCIA. ExfiwnadurraCastflia 
La Mandia. Distinctive ft excep- 
tional country properttas wKh pri- 
vate pools In extanslvB groumta in 
wonderful rural tocatfona. IBos 
Island Holidays 01403 259788 
ABTA ATOL AITO. 


Turkey 


For tortac tatato a wfret 
2 Da Roctai Spa. WIN 
Qm oft be 
7ct 61593 7*282 
FaC 010378692 
nreteocptaiatsaw 


MERIBEL 


fiBPrenwaaxiRd 

i wag tajRff 


IBIZA Stunning hixury vtaa, afas 10, 
pod. overlooking eaa. nr beach 
T M o p h on e 0143S B73B40 


AVA!LAB!f ITV VOK 11 lh 
AND 25th ?iT I'F?A;i7lFK 


LFWCA TRAVEL CENTHe. 
OepewwrVHaranWNairobl. WTO 
orty; taftor made hoMna, edBria, 

test ft dub apectals. For further 


C2sbper weak. Telephone 
reen pm 01322 407353 / Pa 


Cyprus 


VENICE FLORENCE ROME . 
Veneta. Vdiwto.Prtvaie apts » M 
weekly Tel/Fax 0181 979 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vfltoge 
houses m unspall! areas. Pins 
hUs. flydrtves, escorted tours. Our 
26th year) Sunvtt 01B1 847 4748 
C24hO AITO ATOL80& 


FLYDRIVE TUSCANY/UMBRIA 
Character SB aeeom. Plus Stafly, 
Cities, Lakes. Highly flexible. 
Sunvfl 01SI 847 4748 (24ht) ATO 
ATOL80R 


reen pm 01322 407353/ Pauflrw 
sn 01322 431BS1. 

UMBRIA, recently renovated large I 
vtttage house 10 mins to Logo I 
Trastawno. TeL pi 81 >7485185. 

THE UUCE8, DOLOMITES, Tuscany, | 
Umbria. Elba ft ekriy- villas, auto 
or hotels at vary reasonab le 
prices. Auto Plan 01543 287777. 

LUXURY F ‘HOUSE , FantesUc 
viewa, antique furniture, SKXl 
bathrooms, also private cottage. 
30 nuns. Perugia 0171 351 8819 


"Don't forget 
i to mention tKe 
Independent v 
when replying to 
J , adverts A 


Penonjl sank* favn Taiicy 
spociahrts. Pmaic villas, 
nwitned cottages, select 
borcb, taikrr-nLidc rtioeratio, 
gate cmsitig, Spedd Interest 
Hobdays, scuba drviueaad 
short breaks to iHanbu]. 
to • rate I®* l *** hrofaro 

plaMOflBM*. IMtol k 

III 0181 995 9323 jfi 


■ tfftV 1MT AlDLral 
■L. ATTO * 


r’-i * 


DALY AN. VQla ft pod In unspoilt 
Turkey. Near Dataman airport. 3 
beds. Eng host rwartty. (0171) 
3540884 


BIGFOOT TRAVEL 

CHAMONIX 

x-iqwsn accom t 

’i'SHLYlCE • CHALETS 

Roms • aparts 
WEEKfl!^* JFLEX1 DATES 
.r,qW$£T£^ SKIING 

^ : >--^h6&ferwie 

;wKvrowiSAfto<aoups I 

52 J 601 I 

-t^'=ATK )L:2?5^e.--. 


■ Ski Guiding iName sereke 
■ Enscup locates 


MERISK! /a\ 

01451 844738 


BIG SKIING. SMALL VILLAGES, 3 

valleys/ VdmoraVLra Arcs. Excel- 
lent Holds /Chalet From E199I 
SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 1018. 


Brat ft dub apectals. For tolhar 
Into and brochure (0170 
3888878. ATOL 3384. 

FUTDRfVE NAMBtA. Gama Lodge. 
Guest Farm, hotel acoocn. Add- 
ons to the Cape, Botswana. Vic 
Fans, Zambia. Highly ftardtito 
Sksivfl 0181 8474748 fZ4W) AITO 
ATOLBOa. 

SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIR- Capa , 
Town, Wlnalantto. Garden Route, 
NOW ft Dwtaraal A urtiqua aetao- 
Uon d classic hotels. Game 
reserves and dimming home* 
and gerttoro. Tel 0171 381 5222. 


Switzerland 


Central America 


P This southern 
Indian stale 
i joy, from lazy 
oils to w2dE& 
i phnziiotis to 
es-Caflforour 
ine or see your 


SUPERB summer aparuirento ft 
hotels. Lakes ft Mountains Holl- 
days. 01329 84441B AITO/ATOL 


DMC0VER COSTA RICA. 1bu» ft I 
flydrires staying amefl Mtojon^a 
lodges, nature reearvea. Highly | 
ftaxBfle. Sunvtl 0181 847 4748 
(Z4fV) AHt> ATOL80B. I 


agH«L msM’smmi 

Si Inspiration 


China 


# HIR CHI NR 


LONDON/BEIJING NON-STOP THURSDAY/SUNDAY 
IACO MEDAL-HOLDERS - 41 YEARS SAFE FLYING 


TEL: 0171 630 0919 FAX: 0171 630 7792 


We take 

vour health 

✓ 

as seriously 

✓ 

as you do. 


CHINA 

Th* Yangste and South 
West China 


Adventurous journeys from Hong Kong to 
Beijing through the vast South Western 
provinces of Yunnan & Sichuan. 

Cad for a brochure 0181-742 3049 ( 24 tirs) 


tfym • re In tbc mtwljor a ctarev cf 
pace amt want a nattO. sriari amt 
Jossk tour, csime so itv nnrU 
*pn3ulE» ui.4n.ui Irani 
Wc caxr the iwn- On.-m firm drr 
Forbidden Otr to Ik IhukMus and 
/km CanJucMa to .Huts. Piv^s sun 
at £73S. Departures nrfy art*. 




THE INDEPENDENT 


14 Bailey Mow Passage, 
London W 44 PH 


Whether you're travelling overseas on tawncS or 
pleasure we can hdp you saftguaid your bwhh. 
Our Travel Qlnics oftr a coropreheniiv* rmrl 
healrhcare service. Call Talking Pip** ftse on 
0800 600 900 fix more Jcnfe 


ERuS^TRAYEL 


BRm^i/feSPAYS 

TRASBL-qaNlCS 


British Airways 

The wtridk ftvouriffi airline S 


Asia Adventures 

The Silk Road 

Nepal/Tibet/China/Pakistan 

28 days via Kashgar - Transoxiana 
Bokhara to Islamabad 
TEL: 01883 743584 
2 IVY MILL LANE, GODSTONE, 
SURREY RHP 8NH. 


Newspaper FtAlaWng pfc 
regiWB tha dtthougft evwy 
rsasonaUe precaution it: taken. 
noresparaUlycanbe 

accepted for flights andior 
accommodation ottered 
through these columns, or any 
Ices ararifl iherefrom Raade/s 
are advised to lake aB 
necedsary precautions before 
entering kilo any travel 
anangemoms. 


CHINA & HONG KONG - TWO MAGICAL NAMES 
THREE SUPERB TOURS + 10% DISCOUNT + 

1/2 PRICE TRAVEL INSURANCE - THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

* AUT0MN LANTERN FESTIVAL - HONG KONG 

8 day tour to Hong Kong inclusive of Scheduled Flights • Island Tour • Lantern Festival Tour • Cantonese Dinner Ztey £ JL 

• American Breakfast ■ Entrance Fees. 24th September- 1st October : 25th September-2 October. • Hy y 

★ CHINA AND HONG KONG EXPRESS 

1 1 day tour to view many wonders inclusive of the Great Wall of China. Forbidden City and Terracotta Warriors. <y f >| ) 
Included sightseeing programme. lunches and dinners and per itinerary. 1 8th -28th September - See Hong Kong 
under Briti sh rule. 

★ HONG KONG - CHINESE NEW YEAR 

8 days in which to celebrate the most important Chinese festival. Also see the Islands under British rule. Tour > TlMn 
February 1 997 • Island Tour • Dlmsum Lunch • Local Guides • 6 nights accommodation and breakfast at a 2 v:“ 
quality hotel. . 

Cell us noud for full details and coloured brochure, also claim you extra J 0% 
discouM off the above pric& and Vipncx insurance by booking all tows by 28th 
February 1996. Edwardes & Hargreaves Holiday Lid, Portland House. 

1 Coventry Road, Market Harborough. | vbk# 
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avel Advertising 
continues on 
page 20. 


On Saturday 3rd February The Independent will be publishing an Australasia Special 
If you wish to advertise please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222. . 
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Once you've reached 
Macau, trishaws are your 
best bet for transport 
Photograph: 
Robert Harding 

T he opening of ihe new airport in Macau 
means there are now two sensible ways 
to get to the former Portuguese colony 
60 miles due west of Hong Kong: by sea, 
or by air. I went by land. You might pos- 
sess a residue of classroom French and 
German, a smanering of holiday Spanish, and 
even have mastered the Cyrillic characters of the 
Russian alphabet, but when you cross the thin 
red line from Hong Kong’ into China, you 
become a mute stranger in the strangest of lands 
Hong Kong s suburban rail network ends at 
Lo Wu, a small, sweaty settlement that would 
be wholly unremarkable were it not the front 
half of the main valve between the planet's most 
populous country and the rest of the world. 
Every few minutes, a train wheezes to a halt and 
disgorges hundreds more passengers. Hop over 
a series of official hurdles, and you suddenly find 
yourself ejected into the middle of a seething 
city. From being the cosseted tourist a few min- 
utes ago. you are transformed into an alien. 

All the clues that you normally use to orient 
yourself are useless in this part of the Orient- 
Look for a landmark or a street name to get 
your bearings, and all you see is a scrabble of 
graceful but impenetrable Chinese characters. 
Even the sun shelters behind a layer of high- 


octane smog, denying you the chance of get- 
ting a directional fix. The local characters sip- 
ping tea in (he cafes are used to wjde-eycd 
backpackers carving a trail of bewilderment 
through Shenzhen, so you barely merit dis- 
traction from the synchronised pecking at 
snacks. Elevenses already, and you still have 
lo cross China. 

Yet all you are really trying to do by teatime 
is to clip a tiny corner of a huge cuuntiy. a jour- 
ney of no more than 11X) miles. And to make 
life easy, this is the most prosperous and 
advanced part of China. Shenzhen City is the 
high-rise hub of a Special Economic Zone that 
borders Hong Kong and thrives on the same 
enterprise culture. Sooner or later, a besuited 
businessman will take pity on the confused 
tourist and steer you towards the right bus. 

At about the point on the bus ride when you 
guess that the broad city street must finally dis- 
solve into a country road through profoundly 
green fields - it accelerates into a motorway, 
speeding straight to Guangzhou. The route to 
Macau, though, slips off to the left and the town 
of Humen. You get tipped out of the bus into 
the care of another well-spoken entrepreneur, 
who quits his mobile phone for long enough to 
steer you in the direction of the town's official 


tourist attraction: the opium museum. 

Compared with the attractions en route, the 
historic monument of Humen is something of 
a side-show. But as the clock on Britain's lease 
of the New Territories ticks towards its 1997 
expiry, the site acquires poignancy. In 1839, an 
uprising against the British drug barons forced 
them to hand over a huge consignment of 
opium, which was burnt on this very riverhank. 
But four years later the British forced China 
to allow them to build a fort on the site, to help 
them re-establish the trade in opium that made 
rule from London so hard to shake off. 

Any traces of AngJicisation were extin- 
guished during Mao's rule, so again you must 
seek help to set you on the next stage of the 
journey. A single bus, it appears, wifi take you 
almost to the frontier of Macau. 

Buses get a poor press compared with the praise 
heaped upon trains, but this one would be a con- 
tender for any collection of Great Bus Journeys 
of the World. Not for the vehicle itself a rudi- 
mentary beast that had dearly done this thousands 
of times before. Nor for the roadside scenery, a 
pleasant but unexceptional collage of agriculture 
and activity. The thing that makes this an amaz- 
ing journey is the crossing of the Pearl River. 

Ihe inevitable new bridge over this three-mile 


divide will put an end to a startling piece of mar- 
itime theatre. The road suddenly ends in a delta 
of slip roads, each threading up to a boarding 
ramp. A fleet of smoke-belching ferries, squat 
and ugly, perform the most graceful marine 
dance. They deftly side-step one another as they 
shuttle back and forth, each one pausing only 
long enough to roll off one cargo of buses and 
trucks and roll on the next. From the deck, 
make the most of this unexpected boat trip to 
survey the frenzied shuffle and admire the fine 
embroidery that the wakes create on the sur- 
face of the muddy Peari. 

The last leg of the bus ride whisks you down 
the far side of the estuaiy, the skyline climbing 


as you approach Macau: buildings rise in pro- 
portion io the proximity of capitalism. The bus 
terminates some way from the border, but the 
improbably bulky luggage of your fellow pas- 
sengers marks them out as transit travellers. You 
follow the procession of stripy red/blue bags 
bulging with cheap exports to the frontier. 

Departure from the People's Republic is 
smoother than arrival, allowing you to slalom 
rather than stutter past the bureaucracy. You 
emerge into a strangely familiar post-colonial 
cityscape, joyful to be a regular tourist once 
more. Never has a former Portuguese outpost 
felt so comforting. 

You take the ferry back to Hong Kong. 


A Special Announcement 

The Costa Rica Wanderer 


Lsue to variable flight loadings during the first 
half of 1996 we are able to present a number of 
departures at a fraction of the normal tariff for those 
that have the flexibility of travelling at short notice 
and enjoy a degree of independence. 

However, we should warn would-be travellers that 
these offers are very popular and those that were 
offered during Novemberand Decembersold within 
days of being announced, so early telephone reser- 
vations are essential. 

THE COSTA RICA WANDERER 

Costa Rica in being so compact and varied is the 
ideal location in which to tour and relax. The Wan- 
derer programme concept is simple: it includes 
international flights ex. Gatwick to and from San 
Jose, one night's pre-booked accommodation to be 
followed by a series of 6 accommodation vouchers 
that can be redeemed ata variety ofhotelsand lodges 
throughout the country. 

Car hire can be obtained for approximatefy$US300 
per week thus making it an ideal arrangement for 
those that wish to takeadvantageofour organisation 



yet are still free to roam. 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Thursdays - per person in a twin 

February 1.15.22, 29 £415.00 

March 7. 14,21.28 £415.00 

April 4 £460 DO 

April 11. 18.25 £415.00 

May2.9.16.23.30 X415D0 

Single room supplement £64.00 

All arrangements exclude travel insurance, airport 
taxes and visas if necessary. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGES JUifS VERNE 
21 Dot set Square, London NW I 6GG 

Trawl Prwnotwns Ud. ABTA VI 66 1 ATOl 883B 
<>» oftctsarBi-pen tw fekphm reservations weekdays Sun id 

7 nights from £415.00 


«%) WORLD 
DEPARTURES 


W elcome to the Hotel Kali- 
fomia. The accommoda- 
tion possibilities in Albania 
have expanded dramatically 
in the past year. Options in the 
counhy known as “the Land of 
the Eagles" now indude this 
small three-star hotel dose to 
the centre of the capital, 
Tirana, where a double room 
costs £61. This is one of many 
options in what used to be 
Europe's most isolated nation: 
in the 1970s, it was accessible 
only with Regent Holidays of 
Bristol (0117-921 1711). The 
company’s 1996 brochure 
offers more possibilities than 
ever. Nowadays private cars 
are permitted, but you are 
warned that “accurate road 
maps are not available, many 
roads are impassable and road 
signs not prominent". 


A classic tour of the Middle Kingdom with 
the people who know it best 

I n China few places are more special than the province of Anhui. Far from the 
busde of urban China, it is a tuneless landscape of terraced rice paddies, 
andent villages and traditional values. On our Dragon’s Crown tour, we 
take our guests into die heart of Anhui, the soul of China, to spend two 
nights in the clouds on the summit of Mount Huangshan. die Yellow 
Mountain, whose beauty has been long celebrated by Chinese poets and 
painters. -UNESCO too has realised the magnificence of the peaks by 
entering them in their list of world heritage sites. On the Xinan River we cruise 
past cormorant fishermen and picturesque hamlets, stopping to pick our own 
tea on the terraced hillsides. InYbdan county we have secured special permits 
to allow our guests to visit two traditional villages, usually dosed to tourists, 
that are little changed since the Qing and Ming dynasties. There are of course 
the usual highlights of the Middle Kingdom - the Great Wall, Beijing's Forbidden 
City, Xian’s Terracotta Army, the waterfront at Shanghai, the river cruise through 
the spectacular hills of Guilin, and die cosmopolitan excitements of Hong 
Kong (to create a 15 day tour you may choose to fly back to London from 
Shanghai via Beijing. Prices are from £1610). At China Travel Service, China is 
more than just another destination. 

For tours of China, talk to the experts, 
we’re at home in the Orient 



THE DRAGON'S CROWN TOUR 
Departures, prices and (5nge sapp): 

Apr M £1995 (395) 

Aig 1 1 1995 (330) 

Sep $. Oat 1995 (395) 


Phone 24 hour hodine Cor our superb brochure 
01233 211818 
new qtet nt a 27/1 


★ 

errs 


China Travel Service (UK) Ud 
CT5 House. 7 Upper St Man*® Lane 
London WC2H 9DL 
TeL- 01 7 1-836 9911 Rue 0171-836 3121 


To extend your holiday, select from our range of Far East destinations, 
indudlngThaiiand, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

&HtKh Airways /lights ore apoonA subject to owirfablrty and supplement. 


FRANCE & SPAIN NOW! 

GREAT VALUE WAYS TO ENJOY BRITTANY, NORMANDY AND SPAIN 



RE 5 E R V AT IONS 0990 360 360 BROCHURES 0990 143 337 
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GAVIN 

GREEN 


r^rfnvimnmernal campaigner Lucy 


T he] 

Slice was cleverly 

body of the environmental ^ 

PeJce, shortly before she rewind to an 

anti-road protest m Devon (by 

Endless stories ran about howm^ypeo- 

that most people liked which 

our transport future was pos^ .. ’ 5nnr i ran 
cleaner, well-designedpub!^ cirieP! Really? 
whisk us around andbetwee ^ a city ? 

^Sid e „rironmeota^e_ 

S“S5“i. ■«■ “t - 

E? plrhaps they should play the only 
part, aft does anybody sei "““^‘e^asse 

Bridsh people will hawd^remmenin^ 

andfejected'ifwhen rars became affordable. 

Ese people will always want prorate 
uS! JP the car indujry will provide .L 

internal combustion engine will continue to 
Tx deancr, because it must. By the tura of 
fhe century it should even start to punfy pol- 
umd faner-citv air. But we'll have to wait 
for the wholesale use of natural gas or simi- 
lar (irf 15 to 20 years probably) to get mas- 
sive air quality improvements. wi Mso 
become different from each other. vVittun 
■>0 vears they will not all be boxes of steel, 
whkh niwadavs differ principajy m styling. 
Cars will come in all shapes and sizes and 
will be both lighter and stronger than those 
today, and bespoke city cars, twin- or even 
single-seaters, may be a feature. 

To campaign against the rar as an ‘ n ^" 
tion is a mistake. There will always be pri- 
vate transport, in some form. The camP^S" 
should be to make the car safer and cleaner, 
to revolutionise it, not to kill it. 
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n a slow market, manufacturers 
will try anything to sell cars. The 

latest “shirt-off-my-back" mar- 
keting wheeze from Korean con- 
tender Daewoo is to offer 100 
■ free vehicles to punters who can 
come up with the most gory tales of 
maltreatment at the hands of other 

producers. Customer care, runs Dae- 
woo’s message, is our business — we 
want to learn from rivals’ mistakes. 
Our aim, it says, is to be the M&S of 
the car world. 

Right from its launch into the UK 
last April, Daewoo has adopted a 
novel approach to shifting metaL The 
company organised a huge market 
research exercise to find 200 “gumea 
nigs" who would each receive a free 
car for a year to help Daewoo tailor 
its service and produce. Around 
180.000 hopefuls applied and each 
was sent a detailed questionaire to 


discover their likes and dislikes about 

Ca c£?Sfismen have rarely enjoyed 
a good press down the years - the 
snake in the sheepskin easing around 
his forecourt and off-loading his 
“lovely little runners” is one of the 
oldest stereotypes going. Even so, 

Daewoo’s findings wera spectacularfy 
damning: customers apparently rated 

car salesmen “marginally higher than 
serial killers”. Pushy, intimidating 
and patronising were some of the 
kinder adjectives. 63 per cent felt they 
had been worked over m a “tod seU 
and 78 per cent found they had been 
treated worse after buying the car 
than when making the original deci- 

Tis hardly news that the weak link 
in keeping the customer satisfied has 
always been the dealers rather than 
those who actually make the cars. 


travel • overseas, uk 






Few cars rust or rattle any more and 
manvlook physically similar. So 
how buyers are treated is fast becom- 

Lg aXl pomt of differendatiom 

BMW, for example, cottoned on 
this some while back. 

“Most manufacturers have been 

pouring mon^into the dea^er net- 

work." says Patrick FarreU. uae 
woo’s marketing direcwr who was 
poached from Rover. Its ail per 
suasion and cajoling but a lot of effort 
has been waited. I can remember 

amazing tales from my tune at Rover 
For example the occasion when a 
purchaser took a new car awav wuh 
just a cup of petrol in it went on to 
the motorway and ran out of fuel. He 
phoned the dealer who chargcd a£7l 
call out fee when he arrived with the 

^ Toavoid any such nightmares Dae- 
woo decided it would keep close con- 
trol of the process by frying direct 

and Car Centres, a highly- «pen»e 
exercise. “We knew right from the 

start that we’d touchedanervemthe 

UK market," says Mr Farrell When 
you say to the average Brit that you 
“cut out the middle man it tends to 
work. We’re very into bargains here. 


Having publicly dambered aboard 

vicing with home pick up and cowt«* 
carRAC membership. 12 months 
Sad tax. no delivery fee and a jO day 
Soly^ack offeree oofrejlM 
that there was to be no haggling o\ er 

pn Tb broadcast its arrival. Daewoo 
hired Duckworth. Finn, Grubb 
Waters, an advertising agency based 
^ho,Lo n doaThey~^ k 
a quirkv strategy notable for alack 
of j clamorous women, long shots of 
winding roads or fyres dramaucaUy 
snittin* gravel. To overcome the 
“Daewho?" problem it adopted the 
self-deprecating -biggest car com- 
pany vou’ve never heard of" slogm 

*rhe latest television effort has an 
elderly lady in a crash helmet running 

10 Daewoo was received wjth con- 
siderable cynicism in the trade. How- 
ever. doing things in such an uncon- 
ventional fashion appears to have 
worked. Daewoo is the most suc- 
cessful car launch ever, going from 
So to 13.169 sales in eighi 
This makes the company 17th m the 


list of 43 manufacturers and already 
aheradofwell esrablishedcvjrnp^ 

such as Mazda. 

using industry maga^e ; ^ of 
awarded Daewoo its Advertiser 

the ,SS:«=» *?> "S: 

has been focused on how Dae 
woo sells its cars rather than the vein- 
SSws. The two Daewoo 

Set on offer- the Eapeto and 

which have been loaded with 
desirable extras such as air condi- 
Tionina- Daewoo make no bom-s 
about the product. "It's a breadand 
butter car," says Patnck Fanell. 
“Basic transport for 
don't cate about the emotional side 
of motoring. Our puR-hasers ^e 
rational whereas a large number ot 

new car buvers aren’t. 

%> who has been seduced by die 
Daewoo message? What is the aver- 
age customer profile? Charlie Daw- 
son the account director at Duck- 
worth. Fmn, Grubb, Waters has a 
orettv good idea in his mind s e\c. i 
Lppose a teacher wi th two tads who 
•_ K.,r nnt mllina m it. They 


Ubm^tt but not roiling in it. They 
don’t see a car as a status S 5 rtnb°l. 
Canny, careful folk maybe, but not 
quite as thick skinned as a Lada or 
Proton driver. 
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Leisure Breaks to California 
from £469. 

If you want to experience the real California then take a 
United Vacation. We offer just the right mix of fan and relaxation. 
From sun-drenched beaches to colourful Disney characters, lash 

green vineyards to bright city lights. 

So why fast settle for a holiday to California, when yon can 
have the real thing, a United Vacation. Call 01235 824344 for a 
copy of our brochure or see your local travel agent. 

!H! T INITFD VACATIONS’ 

United airlines- 

Don’t go on holiday to America, take a. Vacation. 

VT11L No2*S7 

ABTAfi*™* 


YOUR KEY TO THE 
WIDEST RANGE 
OF COUNTRY 
COTTAGES. 

Holidays from £26pp. 
For a brochure call 

01282 445777 

quoting DIX707 or see 
your uavd agent. 



Registration Numbers 


market research 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PRC 9 NE 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 


COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 


from only 


£25* 


Iroofboxes 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 


FLORIDA VACATIONS- Intf Mctua l 
holidays. o*dush» eceomn««Ia- 
tlon, regional ragws- ^“"7 
bonded Tel Brochure 
B41330- AHTA VB1B4 ATTO ATOL 

newengland VACATIONS- OiSr 

atop flights 10 BosIW-BTO gw re 
LtoK 01727 85221 1 . WRy 
ABTA V51S4- ATTO. ATOk 2976. 


| Heart Of England 



Trench open 
J roads 

and friendly hotels. 

Qul« reads. niwmglmdsapB 
jnd superb hoick Wheow 

you're a Itb rimer or a sw*ed 

FnneopNte joul find ihe 

pBfcantotof^hoMayli'our 
■France ihCrt'drothire. 

Rfeg (01242) 240310 
for your copy. 





ARE YOU IN LOVbY 

DO YOU WANT TO TAKE 
YOUR LOVED ONE 
SOMEWHERE SPECIAL? 
In four years of hotel 
revie wring I have never 
stayed anywhere Ilka this. 
What an evening. Such 
cosseting!' 

| Paddy Burt, Daffy Teleyaph 
OLD COLEHURST 
MANOR 

Coiehurst, Market Drayton, 
Shropshire TS0 2JB 
TEL: (0)1630 638833 
FAX: (0)1630 638647 


East Anglia 

NORFOUeSUFFOUCS 

Cottagsa. Pels. fin«ii Id® J™- , 
Many Ibob l han El SO p/*li ud- 
AprtL 01 7B6 702205 


Ireland 


Sotswolds cui- 

TAGES. P«b, anai.hJgH n^Mg n 1 

IBM than Ci50panwf* OoMpffl. 

Brochure 01 756 70221 2 
A SELECTION 0* 
ages. CMraetw CoBagoa 01282 
4*50 07 (UC204) 

| Ireland 

SHAMROCK COnAGES^t mgn 

SL WffUlnglon. SonwraoJ. 01B23 

081060 . Col Bro ol 280 sewct 

tKaatftijfac Fares. «TO. 


Irish Cycling 
Safaris 

One week, toon for 
Cyclists of kQ abfliUts- 
For oar brochure 

contact 

7 Dartry FM*. ® 
Teb 00 3531 2600749 


on hmv (S 

rtart) 01254 G82899 
INTERESTS! IN 9 « H»¥» cyo Bna ■» 

lha WMl ol h^nO- 
dm and nttondUig * 
banquet? HoBday IndudwM 
back-up service*, and tncredlble 
unWc-hee wads. Stf ■ yg 

SSSSSSB 

ooarai 8272102/ 1 66191 os or 
00353 1 4501130/ 1 661B775. 

AH tfflOH COUNTRV HOUOW tram 
widest cholcs. hidhrtdirelCoi- 

E^cSmes. Hoitfs miTorn- 

Shannon BUMnfl- Tblsphone 
01E02 5G0B88 1JW l*5l 


SSmE^ 996 BBg gHWW 

1000’s of quality cottages throughout the country 
Choose a short break tann i61 or a week’s holiday 
from £87 per cottage 

MANY 1995 PRICES IttlJ) - CiUX TODAY FOR nCTAOS 
(MrtbwMSeWHO ! 

p • ppp.w bBxdon 4 steriifl wi 'A' tanri uropwty 

Country Holidays 

Britain's fa vLAirt tc eocaggJtt^W^ 


01282 445721 


WONDERFUL . 
LOCATIONS AT WELCOMING LOW PRICES s 

• PETS, UNEN AND FUEL MOSTLY INCUJOED , 

• Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dors*t, N or folk. a 

a SnfibOu Heart of North Wa l^ # 

• pfatrict. Lakea.^W : _No«^oMto^^dS^4lan^^ 




ABA8T7 UM 
20ABP 1® 
ABJB3A »5 
40 AM 7JS0 

mm 

45S0AP t« 

oa wk » 

9B9AUB3B 
IAU6PF0 
44AWV 17M 

8DBAU 2« 

BJ3BJH 1 jm 

73111 » 

BSMW 

BHW442MBB 

BOSS .5,750 
BOBBXr. 650 
BOW P» 
IBOYLB 
7822 CO 1 ^ 
UCH. 496 

Slew 13 C 

KHHffl 


944 DSC 12M 
90S 4JE0 
DSD UH> 
OTOJH MR 
Boon* tffio 

Dsasss 1.JS0 

DS8^ 1^ 

884501 950 

HEM 3^ 
WB« » 
BUH’D 950 
B3EBP JAM 
ES874 

825 ETH « 
FCAI 17^00 
J4FCA 
UAPCW 
FCACBS » 
recan Mg 

FGL71 1^60 

Borawtm 

BFH ^S2 

FLI 225» 
999HX W5 

iraw 


ARfPL 495 
A1WY 4/«0 
B 4 FS 

|4 GA 420 
MS ADO 500 
UU GADDI 
GBHRY «S 
500 GPE 1350 
GXSI 3J500 
IGAHHY 5 SUE) 
HAF 397 1.195 
H4HQN 975 
IHANN0N) 
tt HD soon 
HG ' JWM) 
W89 3^50 

HSV66S 850 
l JOG 10.000 
JEW 390 1^S0 
742JGT IBS 
177 JH JSOO 

JKTBJ I960 
843JKP 958 
4242 JN 1.450 
EN6JN PQA 
JFK4B 1J50 


JH74C 2600 
KEC2 1H0 
R3 B1E 075 
(HE5B 
KXHW ® 
LAW5W 685 
LESISX H5 
UNO. 1W0 
IU0NBJ 
LS 599 1950 

LS7W7 1660 
MAO 9ffl 1.450 
BBfflMD U60 
MO NSA 536 
WEMSA1 
6660 ML 1/BO 
5H MM 1,790 
NCI 22600 

-*NHA 950 
NS 741 POA 
PAM50ZY « 

aipow as 

46PHK 760 

POBt 20/no 

4014 PP 1^50 
PXW932 W5 
RAP40X 636 


R87*8 16S0 

HER SB 1.1« 
MR 4 

RCV8 2M 

meva 

HBB944X.S 

884 W IBM 
W7RH 1M 
995 1941 950 

MK'S 

HKG56D «5 
Fre32 .9® 

325” S-SS 

SHQ7 

SS5H ISO 
SS964S1«» 

TB3600S 850 
AH]U * 
8T7TMT 7» 
UV» USD 


'wlcafivifcwi 
IWJ5A94 1.13S 
74 ww iao 
2SE7VWI Vg 
XVLI T^ 
357VKJ * 


RHONE Ol 2^ 

r 462305 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 



s&sawfi 



DKJ8 

JCS35? 

LBC160 

560 MLG 


111 DL 

Bri JDS 

LDRW 

MR 1585 



JDW4W 

14 LH 



1BVDRC 

IBTSJft 

LiC 52 

632 MW 


DS 7719 

JEF476 

UW9S9 



SEC 

8130 

LNB50 

NMP20 

CM 5021 

EX 4519 

i» nrr 

TOIOU 

18NS ■ 

3 CCTW 

FPWS36 

JM 4805 

LASW7 

71SNYC 

11 CPS 

600 FW1 

ffW 862 

WB J 

P148M 


CAW J,** 

JR 7412 

IW MAS 



GIT 846 

JSD2S0 

MAW 212 



SGML 

TVS 903 

MCD56 


DCB-WS 

VUGS 

147IWC 

353 MDH 


J33I DO 

SHG 

702 KEV 

MHXI 

6I4S R 


B8JAS 

KJF 186 

MIN 100 


DIF 766 

JB 136 

kpwb 

TCI MR 

RDB85I 

tfilMtlon 

■ - Estobll 

ahod 1071 

- Sodbur 

(04787 3 


m ABB 
123 ACE 
MADS 
BSAJ5 
761 AtC 
B9AM5 
CANW 
A07S6L 
AIC 362 
9ISAW 
BB 5465 
IIBDR 
4736 BH 

BL« 

111 BN 
I8BS3 

DK He 

I Thousamts more nurtwre maWte 


691 RK 
ROB » 
JSROC 
58 RS 
RX 2761 
SAM T» 
9SE 
SLlrt5 
1ISPB 
Sint?® 
TtSlW 
TVS6M 
VET 862 
WBP6M 
9WH 
KPC 144 
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01756 702200 


I English Country 
Cottages 

AN UNRIVALLED 
choice in Englibd'i 
lorelivt i«m 
ft«428{Hge 
t colour btodrere. 
' SING 
[ (01455)852222 
'l QUOTE E3il B*Hnl 


| Holidays Afloat UK 

Mn-iKM met 14 Mm Nurorr 


smTAWS BEST SMI Ww N«» 
boat hoUfteys. W Rtoi ty ^gj 
Beglrmon v«Y wwtrn*- '■ 

01005 726G26. 


01 005 7aA*g»- 

| Special Interest HoMays 

win iM.nDC mIim ttw emofiva & 


1NDJMADBO enioy thacrei«6v& 
reteceri short couraes at taomoe 
Faim Stucfloa. S. Down. Join ua 


For further 
UK Travel Holidays 
please see page 6- 


RUD Chains Ltd. • John Wilson Businessf&k 


weissenfels 


Probably the world’s easiest 

fitting snow chains. 

DON’T GET 
CAUGHT OUT 

THIS WINTER 


Motor Services | 

| SAAB ] 


SAAB IN WARWICKSHIRE, oWar 
me fan rang» o» 

•****£»! sssfiSMS 

of BWMrior iMd Sb&Db , hi Bw»b- 
lando. Lta» G*atH W; (09RG) 
423221. 

rT\ Intensive 

Driving Courses^ 
FteskhntlBl Driving School 
Before the written test 
leam to drive In North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test and 
accommodation arranged. 
For details phone; 
01407 711391 

Ossified Advertising 
also appears on 
page 4. 


T&iadvertise 







c. 

















T HE INDEPENDENT WEEKE ND . SSTURtW 07 


JANUARY 1996 


A way out 

of theta) 


Builders are persuading owners to part exchange 
their diff icult-to-sell houses for new ones, just 
like trading in a car. So why aren't estate agents 
doing the same? By Anne Spackman 


E siaic agents may wince at the idea, 
but they could well profit from 
being more like the second-hand 
car dealers to whom they are often 
disparagingly compared. If you 
want a new car you are very likely 
to trade your old one in part-exchange. 
If you want a new huuse, it is increasingly 
possible to strike a similar deal with "u 
builder. Why then, in the second-hand 
property market, where one third of all 
sales collapse and buyers find them- 
selves stuck in long chains, don't estate 
agents adopt the same tactic? 

Some already are. Halifax Property 
Services, for example, will allow their 
branches to lake a house in part- 
exchange as long as it fits certain crite- 
ria. But they are not exactly shouting this 
from the rooftops. Meanwhile, inde- 
pendent agents cling loyally to the tra- 
dition that they are acting as agents for 
the seller, for whom they must achieve 
the best possible price, rather than act- 
ing to achieve a deal and get the whole 
system working. 

Part-exchange has proved to be a cru- 
cial weapon in the house builder's 
armoury over the last few years. Many 
expect it to continue beyond the reces- 
sion. It attracts buyers who might other- 
wise ignore a development and offers a 
solution to the many thousands of home- 
owners who find it hard to sell. They may 
lose a bit on the price of their old home 
and be forced to pay full whack for the 
new one, but that has always been the 
deal with cars and thousands of drivers 
have felt it was a price worth paying. 

The ground rules for part -exchange 
are common to most builders. They will 
only take on houses worth less than the 
one they are selling and in most cases 
the minimum price gap is about 30 per 
cenL So for a new house costing 
£150,000, they may take on a £100,000 
house in exchange, but not one worth 
£200,000. Few builders will touch any 
property with structural defects, or 
those previously owned by a local 
authority or part of a sheltered housing 
scheme. They also prefer to take on 
homes in the area of their new devel- 
opment Barren, and Try Homes are two 
of the few builders willing to do part- 
exchanges across country. 


• - ' "■--^-wrfSwS 


Terry and Susan Masked had the sort 
of complicated arrangement many 
builders might baulk at. They had two 
huuscs to sell, one near Glasgow, bought 
when Mr Masked's job moved north, and 
a house in Heaihfield. Sussex, where his 
family stayed. Tiy Homes took on both 
in exchange for the Maskells buying a 
new five-bedroom house in Hcathficld. 
They sold the Maskells' old Sussex house 
immediately. 

“The convenience factor decided us.” 
Mr Masked said, “even though we were 
potentially losing a few thousand pounds. 
Also, if we hadn't done it we might have 
lost this house and there are very few 
houses like this around here.” 

Brenda Grover and Tom McGuire 
from Reading did a typical part-exchange 
deal. They traded in their £36.000 one- 
bedroom flat - which had been on the 
market for 18 months - for a three-bed- 
room house costing £104595 on Barra tr's 
Saxon Chase development at nearby 
Cavcrsham. “It was our only way out of 
the trap we found ourselves in,” said 
Brenda Grover. “Without part-exchange 
we wouldn’t have been able to move.” 

But not all buyers who opt for part- 
exchange are in such desperate circum- 
stances. For many it is an option of 
choice. Sue and Darren Marshall pan- 
exchanged their one-bedroom flat in 
Brighton for a two-bedroom Bureau 
house in Hove without Hying to sell. “We 
were convinced we would not have much 
luck trying to sell our flat on the open 
market,” said Darren. “It could have 
taken years.” 

David and Sue Blair were looking to 
trade up from their two-bedroom terrace 
in Taunton but found nothing they liked 
on the second-hand market They nar- 
rowed their choice down to two new devel- 
opments and rejected the one that did not 
offer part-exchange. “We’d only had our 
house on the market fora few weeks,” said 
David Blair. “The part-exchange made the 
deal a lot easier and quicker. It was hassle- 
free and- most important of all - we liked 
the house itself.” 

The Blairs’ home was on the market 
for £47,000. When Admiral Homes 
accepted it in part-exchange it was val- 
ued by two estate agents, including the 
one who had originally been selling the 



Brenda Grower and Tom McGuire outside the new Barrett home tor which they traded in their one-bedroom flat 


house. This time he valued it at £45,000 
“for a quick sale”. The Blairs received 97 
per cent of the valuation from Admiral 
and were able to negotiate a few thou- 
sand pounds off the £84.950 asking price 
of the new house. 

The issue of part-exchange valuations 
is a thorny one on which the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors is about 
to produce new guidelines. The key to 
the part-exchange deal is the price. If a 
builder wants a house valued “to sell 
quickly”, it normally means knocking a 
few thousand pounds off. For the seller 
there is the benefit of saving on estate 
agency fees, which for an average house 
means around £1,200, but they still have 
to look at the sums and decide whether 
or not it is a good deal. 

Ban-art is the most confident exponent 
of part-exchange. Last year the company 
sold 3,200 second-hand homes, the same 


as the average estate agent. Half of all 
their sales now involve part-exchange 
deals - even on their most up-market 
developments such as Royal Thames 
Crescent in Chiswick, west London, 
where the houses cost more than 
£400,000. 

In the case of Brenda Grover and 
Tom McGuire, their home bad been on 
the market 18 months and Barratt sold 
it within a week without lowering the 

S riee. David Pretty, chairman of Barratt 
outhem Region, says it is not just a 
question of money, but of hard sales 
technique. “Our offices are open seven 
days a week, unlike most estate agents.” 
he said. “If we can’t sell someone a new 
house we will try to sell them a second- 
hand one. If it's looking a bit tired, we 
might do it up. We get it surveyed. And 
the buyer can take advantage of all the 
incentives we offer buyers of new 


homes, like help with their deposit.” 

It certainty seems to work. Ben Smith, 
who nuns Halifax Property Services in 
north and west Leeds, sells plenty of 
homes that builders have taken in part- 
exchange. The property details are 
branded with the builder's logo and the 
fact that it is a part-exchange is flagged 
up. “Buyers see this as a house that has 
got to be sold,” Mr Smith said. “They 
know it will be keenly priced and as a 
result it sells quickly.” 

So will the practice extend to estate 
agency in general? In the United States 
realtors act for the deal rather than for 
one of the partners involved. In practice 
many British estate agents do the same. 
But the long-established names feel 
their reputation depends on maintaining 
the status quo. If volumes of sales stay 
down, it will be interesting to see whether 
some decide to break rank. 
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Housefiunter 

Hoylake, Wirral 






T he Hoylake Lighthouse 
would make the perfect 
setting for a Famous Five 
adventure, with its 80ft 
tower and old lamp room 
looking out over Liverpool 
Bay. Built in the mid- 19th 
century to serve Hoyle 
Lake, it was 
decommissioned soon 
afterwards when the deep- 
water Port of Liverpool was 
established. It comes with a 
five-bedroom, four- 
reception family house 
formed by combining the 
original two lighthouse 
keepers’ cottages. Black 
Horse Agencies in West 
Kirby (0151 625 6106) is 
asking £225,000. 

For what it's worth 

D espite more than 13.000 
new homes coming on to 
the market over the next 
five years, London is 
heading for a property 
shortage, according to a 
SaviJIs development survey. 
It predicts that unless 5.000 
extra homes are built, 
prices in the most popular 
areas of the capital will 
carry on the rise that has 
seen some homes go up in 
value by 50 per cent in the 
last three years. London's 
prime areas - particularly 
Kensington, Chelsea and 
Kmghtsbridge - have little 
room for further expansion. 
Prices in Hammersmith and 
Fulham are expected to rise 
as a result of the local 
council's clampdown on 
private building. Savills 
expects the “Midtown” area 
of Clerkenwell and HoJbom 
to turn from a commercial 
into an increasingly 
residential area. But it 
warns that 70 per cent of 
all new homes are planned 
for Docklands, where 
over-supply threatens to 
push prices down. 

Who’s moving 

| ibby Purves and Paul 
LHeiney are selling their 
35 -acre smallholding in 
Middleton, Suffolk, to 
move to organic pastures 
new. Their house. Vale 
Farm, is a Grade II listed 
traditional Suffolk 
farmhouse, with five 
bedrooms and two 
bathrooms. Strutt & Parker 
is inviting offers. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


property * residential 


Fax.- 0171 293 2505 






Auctions 


General Accident Auctions 

MAJOR PROPERTY AUCTIONS 

Mainly By Order of the Mortgagees 
including the Halifax Budding Society 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES 

8TH FEBRUARY - MARRIOTT HOTEL, PORTSMOUTH 
Hants. Wilts, Dorset £ bb Of Wigbl 

NORTH EAST 

20TH FEBRUARY - THREE TUNS HOTEL, DITIHAM 
Cleveland. Co Durham. Tyne & Wear £ Northumberland 

NORTH WEST 

2IST FEBRUARY - HAYDOCK PARK RACECOURSE, MERSEYSIDE 
Gi Manchester. Cheshire, Merseyside, Lancs & CTwytL West - South - North 
Yorkshire £ Notts 
MIDLANDS 

22ND FEBRUARY - NEC, BIRMINGHAM 
Starts. West Midlands, Warwickshire, Notts. Gtouceserstairc. pyfed, Gwent. 
Leicestershire. Lines. Norfolk. Beds. Cambs, Os on & Nonhaius 

«HK * rtvmmw rrmuMAY iMViHVt ALWCBmUjCAUTHE WMBOI WWSTt AKDiteAfTfNSTlljCtlKiS 
AU CALLS OfAJI'JtE HM4TN OilAf fVMTN ALL OTHH IWES 

arms isr omas. imjgjuto south. scsmctA. HANTS posse 
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m London noNiisr 

ONE LIST containing the properties in 
AU the Residential Auctions in London, 
sorted by area & type 

Subscribe for 3,6 or 12 months 
27 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 
Tel: 0171-368 0011 Fax: 0171-376 9900 


BENSONS AUCTIONS 


By Order of Mortgages. 

120 + Properties at our Regional Auctions 

North West: 19th February 
London & South East: 23rd February 
Midlands: 26th February 
North West 28th February 


Country Property 



TO LET 

EAST ANGLIA 
Ideal 2nd home on 
unspoflt 400 acre island. 
50 miles London 
01621788451/ 


London Property 

CZERKENWELL 
8 NORTHBURGH STREET, EC1 


Services 



A selection of large 2 bedroom apartments 
converted from this superb Clerkenwell 
warehouse, with large living areas, fully 
fined and equipped kitchens and narural 
wood floors. Marble entrance hall, video 
entry phone, lift. 

Prices from £165.000 - £200,000 

4 Reserved 9 remaining 
SHOW FLATS AVAILABLE 


Hamptons- 


Tel: 0171 226 4688 Tel: 0171 251 9226 


Prance 

FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monBVy, for your a tree copy Tato- 
phona (01 BI) 9471834. 

10% DEPOSIT BALANCE OVER 20 
yra our luxury (amity home in lha 
south of Franca, just SSmlns tram 
the Mad. Large 3 bedrooms, 
(ounga, kitchen and bathroom. 
French doors onto patio In ths 
heart el the vineyards and rental 
Income erf 19k. THE PRICE IS 
ONLY 55k. Fax you name and 
address tor details to Mr Howards: 
003368437296. 


LOFTS 

3 x 1,500 sq ft 

North Finsbury 
Square 
£100 / sq ft. 

S TIRL ING 

ACKROYD 

0171 729 7763 
Fax: 0171 729 5468 


^DVDEPENDENT 

^INDEPENDENT 


To advertise in the 
Property Section please call 

0171 293 2302/2343. 


SAPOOTE 

c I s 

| •• f'sy L •* 

'Sapcote Residential 
Developments have 
used The Independent 
and The Independent 
on Sunday for the past 
1 2 months to advertise 
I our New York Style Loft 
Apartments. 

These advertisements 
have always generated 
the most response and i 
indeed the best quality ! 
response from any j 
publications used.* 

Mr (LA. Nichobon I 
Director j 

jan '96 

7b book your space ce£ 
Mat! Quarendon 

0171 293 2343 

Graham Daikon 

0171 293 2302 


LOFTS FOR SALE 
CLERKENWELL. 
EC1 

Unique opportunity to 
purchase shell ' loft 
apartments which could 
be tador made lor your 
own requirements (subject 
to approval). 

800 - 1,700 sq ft approx 
or an entire Hoot of 2.565 
sqft 

Stirling Ackroytl 

0171 729 7763 
Re£ BC 



URGENTLY 


9 WE WILL BUILD YOU A SUPERB KITCHEN AT I 

A FRACTION OF THE NORMAL COST - IF YOU I 

T US SHOW IT TO 6 PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMERS j 


■ This is a genuine offer to enable us to quickly establish a network of PHONE 
I LUXURY SHOW KITCHENS across the country to support our MfMiF 

" national advertising campaign. Over 15 eyecatching ranges with NOW 

| many combination options in a multitude of finishes to choose from. 01582 




BRANCHES 

NATIONWIDE 


NOW 

01582 

29404 

ASK FOR 
CHRIS 


J KncHENSumm, Mu y pfiSSEL, 

i i 


’ WALES 

Charming 1 8th century 
cottage. Large 
kitchen /diner. Sitting 
room, wood burning 
stove. Further sitting 
room aV x 24', vaulted 
ceiling, wonderful views. 
3 beds, bathroom, 
shower room. Double 
garage. Pretty garden. 
Beaches within 1 mile. 

2 miles M4. Commute 
Cardiff /Swansea . 
London 2M hours. 
£125,000 O-LR-O. 
h. Tel: 01656 782763 . 


ANGLESEY 3 bad tarnished farm- 
l house bi teafeded part at Anglesey 
wfeh adjacent composer's studio. 
To tat Mar to Dec. Views over 
Snowdonia. Private forest. Tel: 
D1248B11433 


/ Residential Vi 
/Property Specials 

Saturday 14th February * 

Is 1 996 the year of the 1 st time buyer 

A New Year, a new house? the property 
market's new seasons. 

What happened to the North/South divide? 

Is the English love affair with old houses over? 


Sussex 



For further details contact 

The Property Team 0171 293 2302/2343 


MAGNIFICENT GRADE II LISTED BUILDING 
WTTH WEALTH OF ORIGINAL FEATURES 
RESTORED TO FORM 30 SUPERB APARTMENTS 
MANY WTTH BALCONIES & SEA VIEWS 
PASSENGER LIFT 

SECURE UNDERGROUND CAR-PARKING 
FOR 23 CARS 

1 £ 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
FROM 

£40.000 TO El 29.500 
PLUS 

1 PENTHOUSE - £149.000 
■VIEWING 

ALL SATURDAY'S & SUNDAYS 
10AM TO 4PM 

SALES OFFICE: 01273 601042 OWMVepdsl 
MOBILE NO: 0973 366490 (Ufacfccods) 

OmCE: 01273 2Q4IQ3 (ttfeakdmul 












money 


effect a (Miter 
of times can we 
be sue that it is 


return to its 


There are times the stock market 
1 can be a tough and demanding 
taskmaster. Just when you think that 
you have found the key to achieving 
above-average performance, your 
fail-safe method suddenly ceases to 
work. In economics, they have 
known for years about Goodharfs 
Law, which lays down that any eco- 
nomic indicator on which the 
authorities choose to put heavy 
emphasis in framing monetary pol- 
icy wiU immediatelycease to behave 
in its traditional manner. 

But until recently, not so many 
people were aware that something 
similar applies in the stock market, 
too. The latest example of this phe- 
nomenon is the so-called "small 
companies" effect. Any finance text 
book will tell you how one of the 
“anomalies" in stock market behav- 
iour is the tendancy of small com- 
panies lo outperform larger ones, 
even after allowing for die addi- 
tional risk involved. 

The reason this is an anomaly is 
that, according to the theory of 
efficient markets, it is not a phe- 
nomenon you would expect to see 
recurring for any length of time. If 
small companies consistently pro- 


vided what academics call “excess 
returns 7 ’ (ie they outperformed the 
market as a whole on a risk-adjusted 
baas), then you would expect sup- 
ply and demand to see to it that this 
did not last The flock of buyers into 
the sector would push prices up and 
lead to smaller companies being 
valued more highly -until tire scope 
for outperformance had in effect 
disappeared. 

So much for the theory,- which can 
be best summed up in its vernacu- 
lar form as “there is no such thing 
as a free lunch in the stock market". 
The reason it is worth recalling 
now is that the small company 
effect, which was an observable 
phenomenon, seems to have disap- 
peared in the last few years. 

The evidence for this comes from 
Hoare Govett Smaller Companies 
Index, a review of the way that the 
smallest quoted companies on the 
London Stock Exchange perform 
over time. It has been compiled for 
a number of years by two highly 
regarded academics at London 
Business School, Elroy Dimson and 
Paul Marsh. Their latest annual 
review of the index's performance 
was published this week. 
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What it shows is that the smaller 
companies effect is now in full- 
scale retreat. In the 41 years since 
1955, when the data series began, 
the Smaller Companies Index has 
outperformed the All-Share Index 
29 times, frequently by a handsome 
margin. The cumulative excess 
return over the whole period is just 
under 4 per cent per annum. The 
figures are: All-Share - annualised 
total return from 1955 to 1995 inclu- 
sive 14.2 per cent: Smaller Compa- 
nies - 18 per cent. 7b provide a sta- 
tistically fen- comparison, the figures 


combine capital gains and dMdcnd 
income, which is assumed w have 
been reinvested- 

But the experience of recent year* 
has been very different The stock- 
brokets Hoare Govett started to 
publish the index on a regular basis 
in the mid-1980s. For a wbtle all 
went well. Smaller companies con- 
tinued to outperform in 1987 and 
19S8. But in the next four years 
smaller companies underperformed 
bigger rivals, and while 1993 was a 
good year for the minnows, last year 
was one of the worst of all time. The 
total return on smaller companies in 
last year’s bull market was nearly Kl 
per .cent below that achieved by the 
All-Share Index. 

Just as interesting is what has hap- 
pened to the volatility of smaller 
company shares. Volatility, the 
extent to which prices fluctuate 
around their long-term average, is 
a measure of risk. Over the whole 
period 1955 to 1995, smaller cocn- 
panies not only outperformed their 
bigger brethren, but did so without 
involving investors in any significant 
extra risk. In fact, they were if any- 
thing less volatile. As long as 
investors hold a diversified porrfo- 


lie of small corapam shares. th 

smallerwmpMj^r^S 

promise of the investors Holy Grail- 

higher return for lower nsK 

But even that part of the >wr> 
seems to be losing US lustre. The 
volatility of smaller compan 
index has also increased, w** 
point where it is ^ 

volatile than the All-Share mdex.So 
now the prospectus seems to be. u 
lower return and fogher nsk-Thau 
if it turns out to be new trend, ts 
hardly the most appealing of 
combinations. 

Spare a thought too for all the 
fond management companies that 
have launched unit trusts and invest- 
ment trusts to cash in on the smau 

companies effect" Thev must be 
cursing the market's fickleness, 
although they' cannot be entirely sur- 
prised at the turn of events. The fact 
that the effect has become so well 
known must be, as efficient markets 
theorv suggests, one oi the reasons 
it no longer works. Another expla- 
nation is that smaller companies are 
better researched and easier to 
trade than they were years ago. 

But before anyone gets too 
gloomy, it is worth keeping the 


tisrical ?* rc *?* hlTSercompa- 
dramatical!. 

corporate land^ aieiJn .ih 


larger 

Smpante.ThesmalterwjnP" 1 ? 

index is also relatively top-hca^Hi 

sectors such as property and 

Action, which have struggled.^. 

In other words, it is not d 

to find explanations fortte r ^ c ‘. 
of fortune. 

lines of Dimson and Marsh 5 > a ^- 

offerin 0 it is possible to deduce that 

S spark for the sector may 

SthTprosT^ct of takeover aenv«>\ 

The current wave of bids and deal, 
has been largely confined to bigger 
companies. History suggests it may 
be the smaller companies 
But the main w ny a bou l l Ji 
-small companies effect must ft. 
that its disappearance is not widely 
enough known. Only when we have 
read its obiruary several times can 
we be sure that it is finally’ about to 
return to its former glories. 



The grand-daddy of all pensions 

Should everybody in work be made to contribute to a national pension scheme? By James Patterson 

E very person in work, whether rate of at least 10 per cent of earnings working life and is therefore indepen- ing pensioners on low pensions. The 
employed or self-employed, earn- has been put forward as the minimum dent of stock markegproperty market inquiry proposes therefore that there 
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E very person in work, whether 
employed or self-employed, earn- 
ing above a minimum weekly 
amount, will be required by law to 
contribute to a national pension 
scheme, unless they are already a 
member of an occupational pension 
scheme or are paying at least equivalent 
contributions into a personal pension. 

This is one of the important recom- 
mendations published this week by the 
Retirement income Inquiry - an inde- 
pendent body sponsored by the National 
Association of Pension Funds, which for 
the past two years has been reviewing 
pension provision in the UK. 

It has received a cautious welcome 
from both sides of the political fence, 
but could well cause a storm when the 
implications for individuals and employ- 
ers are fully understood. 

The scheme would rapidly replace 
Serps, the cost of which falls largely' on 
the taxpayer. But the prospects of a third 
compulsory deduction from pay pack- 
ers on top of income tax and National 
Insurance may well be unpopular with 
individuals who presently rely entirely 
on state pensions. 

Contributions would be 4.8 per cent 
of earnings - the present Serps rebate 
- between an upper and lower limit on 
earnings and be split between employee 
and employer in the case of the 
employed. But the inquiry also recom- 
mends that this contribution rate should 
be progressively increased to reach a 
more realistic rate that would provide 
an adequate pension. A contribution 


rate of at least IQ per cent of earnings 
has been put forward as the minimum 
rate required if individuals are to receive 
a pension of 50 per cent of earnings. An 
additional contribution of up to 0.7 per 
cent of earnings would also be needed 
to fund the transition period while 
Serps was being phased out. 

Individuals could still contribute to 
personal pension schemes but the 
national pension scheme could well 
reduce the role of portable schemes 
because few employers contribute to 
employees' personal pension schemes 
but they would be compelled to con- 
tribute to the national scheme. 

Contributions paid by each individual 
would be invested in a variety of assets, 
mainly equities, accumulated in sepa- 
rate individual funds until retirement 
when the accumulated value would be 
used to buy an annuity to provide the 
pension for the individual. 

As with portable pension schemes, 
the ultimate pension received by indi- 
viduals from the proposed national 
pension scheme cannot be guaranteed. 
The amount will depend on how suc- 
cessful the trustees are in investing the 
assets (presumably the investment man- 
agement will be delegated to profes- 
sionals if only to avoid problems with the 
Financial Services Act) and annuity 
rates at the time of retirement, over 
which trustees have no control. 

This is in contrast to Serps and com- 
pany pension schemes, where the pen- 
sion ultimately received depends only on 
an individual's earnings during his or her 


working life and is therefore indepen- 
dent of stock market/property market 
performance and of interest rates. 

The pitfalls in a scheme dependent on 
investment performance are many and 
often unseen until too (ate. The ultimate 
pension received by individuals in sim- 
ilar circumstances will vary simply 
because investment returns were dif- 
ferent over their working lives and, 
equally important, annuity rates were 
different when the pension was bought. 

The objections to the national pen- 
sion scheme from individuals could 
well include being made to save towards 
their pension, particularly if the contri- 
bution rate is high and they are under 
financial pressure such as meeting mort- 
gage commitments, having no control 
over the investment of those contribu- 
tions and experiencing a fall in value 
when the equity market falls, and being 
utterly confused over buying the annu- 
ity at retirement. Men may object to 
women receiving equal annuities 
because women live longer than men. 

If the ultimate pension from the 
national pension scheme turns out to be 
low at a particular time because of 
adverse investment performance and/or 
low annuity rate, there is almost certain 
to be a massive outcry to make up those 
pensions from the public purse. 

Finally, the inquiry is proposing to 
end payment of tax-free cash sums 
from pension arrangements - a logical 
proposal, but in itself certain to ensure 
total hostility by the public. 

This scheme will do nothing for exist- 


ing pensioners on low pensions. The 
inquiry proposes therefore that there 
should be a first-tier assured pension 
equal to the present basic state pension 
plus a top-up pension to bring the total 
to a minim um of 20 per cent of national 
average earnings. This would represent 
the absolute minimum pension payable. 

The basic element of this pension 
would be paid to all But the top-up 
would be means-tested and progres- 
sively cut the higher an individual's over- 
all income (capital would be ignored). 
This proposal may meet equally violent 
opposition on the grounds of means- 
testing. though everyone would have to 
provide income details before receiving 
the pension. Any reduction on the top- 
up will also upset people who claim that 
because they have paid the full National 
Insurance contributions, they are enti- 
tled to the full pension from the state. 
Assured pensions will also mean sub- 
stantially higher National Insurance 
contributions. 

Someone, however, has to grasp the 
nettle and educate the public in the 
basic lesson that nobody can repeal or 
chaage the laws of economics. Higher 
pensions can only be paid for by the 
working population whether through 
higher taxes, or accepting lower earn- 
ings so that equity dividends can be 
increased to pay pensions, or both. The 
alternative is lower benefits. 

Many countries are finding this a very 
difficult message to get across to a hos- 
tile public. But it has got to be done, and 
the sooner the better. 



Pension-bound: The idea of compulsory national scheme has won a cautions 
welcome from both rides of politics 


MIDLAND 



v ^ -s? & V ‘ • ' ' - 




Simple question. 
But whot’s the answer? 


If you’ve got savings then you'ie 
probably paying more tax than you 
need to - to give you some idea, the 
Inland Revenue generates around 
two billion pounds a year this way. 
Our booklet, written by independent 
journalists, takes you through some tax 


basics and explains how you can reduce 
tax through schemes such as Personal 
Equity Plans, TESSAs and personal 
pensions. It's available free of charge 
from any Midland branch or by calling us on 

# 0800 65 65 65 


The Listening Bank 

AfciHter HSBC «!► Gtuup 

Midland Bank pic is regulated by (he Rersmal Imeswwni Authority and only advises on its own Me assurance, 
pensions and unir trusts References to taxation are hassd on our understanding of ament legislation and tax 
practice future changes tn legation and tax practice auto affect Ob details gwled. A#47 




SISK 


like all proud grandparents jkju will, no doubt, want to be able 
to give your grandchildren a hesdSMR in life. 

Whether you would like to provide for their education, or help 
with rhe pureba.se of their first car or first home. The Equitable 
Life can offer one of the best savings plans available. The 
Equitable With-Profits Endowment Savings Plan. 

The plan provides a means of saving regularly with a lump sum 
at the end of a chosen term and the reassurance of built-in life 
cover. 

For 10 Year With-Profits Endowments, The Equitable Life has 
achieved more top 3 p lacings than any other company.' 

Why have we been so consistently successful? 

As a mutual society we have no shareholders to take a slice of 
the profits and we do not pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction ot new business. Wc have shown consistently that we 
have the lowest expenses of any life assurance company in the UK. 
(Source: Planned Savings, October 1995) 

For more information on The Equitable With-Profits 
Endowment Savings Plans by post and by telephone. caU Aylesbury 

101296) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future performance, 

• Sajrcc Afowjr Marwpanem Surrw tjl Mlnvmh-pnihkcndowinn* pd*»e* 1S74 I**5 

InfanntMl/ddvirr will only bv given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Penona! Investment Authority 
THE EGUfTABLE UFL FttFK.oT. TALK* STREET. AVtfSBUW. MCT3NGJ lAMSHIKE HKl 7BP 


T.v The EijuiMblc Lift- FREEPOST Walton Surer AYLESBURY Bucks HPJ» ?BR 
1 oudd wvkrtne aifanankn uo The E^uiuNe TTilh- Profit* EiKfcwmnx Savings PLntQ 

INEBfaA 

NAME ihArMn Mari - - - 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 



If this 
feels like 

“ yesterday ” 

imagine 
receiving a 

TAX-FREE 

lump sum 

“tomorrow” 

Start saving now with 
The Family Bond 
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Call FREE on 


0800 616695 
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money 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 


Telephone 


Filed rates 

Hinckley & Rugby 0800 774499 
1st Mortgage Sec 0800 080088 
Uariafrfo rates 

Scarborough BS 0800 590547 


Haifa BS 
Northern Ruck BS 
First bare boyars 
Bristol & West BS 
Northern Rock BS 
First tine buyers 
Northern Rock BS 
Mercantile BS 


01422333333 
0800 591500 
fixed rates 
0800 100117 
0800 591500 
variable rates 
0800 591500 
0191 295 9550 


% Rate and 
period 


0.50 to l/2.'97 
6 99 to 1/3/01 

1.09 for ] year 

3.99 to 30/4,1)8 
4.44 to 1/5/99 

0-95 to 31/1/97 

5.99 to 3/3/99 

1.19 to 1/5/97 
4.24 to 1/4/98 




Mai 

Fee 

Incentive 

Redemption 

adv % 



penalty 

70 

£250 

3 yrs unemptoymt ins 

1st 5 yrs: indiv determined 

75 

£275 

— 

to 1/3/01: 6 mtfis interest 

95 

— 

£150 cash rebate 

1st 5 yrs.- rebate reclaimed 




& 6.1% of sum repaid 

90 

— 

Free valuation 

lb 3074/01: 7% of advance 

95 

“ 

Rrfund valuation fee 

1st 6 yrs- 5% of sum repaid 

90 

£275 

— 

To 31/1/01: 9/8/6 mttis mt 

95 

£295 

— 

IstSyfS: 5% of sum repaid 

90 

— 

Refund valuation toe 

1st 6 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 

90 

£195 

Refund valuation fee 

1st 5 yrs: discount reclaimed 


Telephone 

Unsecured 

Direct Line OUi 248 9966 

Midland Bank 0800 180180 

Secured {second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 

Royal B of Scotland Via branch 

avraegftFTs ; _ r. : 

Telephone 

Woolwich BS 0800 400900 

Affiance & Leicester BS 0500 959595 

i JCRE0IT CAMS,: - 


Standard 

Robert Fteming/S&P 
Robert Fteming/S&P 
feyaJ Bank of Scotland 
Gold cards 
Co-operative Bank 
Royal B of Scotland 

STORECARDS; 


Telephone 


0800 829024 
0800 829024 
0800 161616 

0345 212212 
01702 362890 


Telephone 

Via store 
01244 681681 


(ohn Lewis 
Harks and Spencer 

APR AnmaBsed percentage /ate. 

\ 1.53 % (19.9% APRlfbro/sbalom£lK. 

: Anikbk to comprehensive motor mstganapoStyhoUetsagnl over 22 yeas. 

H Annual tee waned attaint year rfEM+diai&dto card during ptemts you. 

MONEYFACTS 01692500677 


APR 

Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 over 3 years) 


With insurance Without insurance 

14.90E 

£114.41 

£102.59 

15.40 

£116.54 

£103.14 

Max LTV 

Advance 

Term 


8.60 Keg 

£3K - £15K 

6 mtfis to 25 years 

9.30 70% 

E2.5K-EI00K 

3 years - retirement 


Authorised 

Unauthorised 

Account 

% pm APR %pm 

APR 

Current 

0.76 95 

2.18 

29.5 

Alliance 

0.76 9.5 

220 

as 

• • - 

. . . 

. . - .-J 


Card 

Min 

Rate 

APR 


income 

pm% 

% 

MasterCard/Visa 



054G 

11.80 

MasterCard/Visa 

— 

1.00 

14.60 

MasterCard 

— 

1.14 

14.50 

Visa 

£20.000 

D52D8M 

10.BQ 

Visa 

£20.000 

3.05 

14.50 

•*. . ’• ' 




Payment try direct debit 


Payment by other methods 

% pm 

APR 

%pm 

APR 

— 

— 

1.39 

18.00 

187A 

24.80 

im 

2630 


Annual 

fee 

— D 
£12 
— 0 

£120 

£35H 


UVIoantorate 
C Clients of Coutb& Co only. 


P^AcaderrLzdfnessdndmMyloymert 

D No interest free period. 

G annual rate 5% abate R Fleming base rate. 
M Equivalent lo bam rule. 
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Telephone 

Account 

Notice 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

number 


or term 


tv 

■i 

interval 

JNStAKI ACCESS . / 



T- - 



Pnrtman BS 01202 292444 

Instant Access 

Instant 

£100 

4.60 

Ytiar 

Teachers BS 0800 378669 

Bullion Share 

Instant 

E500 

5.55 

5 Months 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

Pathfinder 

Instant 

£5.000 

5J7 

Month 


n 

•'.* v" ■*■■■■ 

; . '. ■' v 

- 

Britannia BS 01538 392808 

Capital Trust 

Postal 

£2.000 

5.15 

'tear 

Erato/ & Kfest 8S 0800 303330 

Direct Savings 

Postal 

£5.000 

5.75 

tear 

Bristol & West BS 0800 303330 

Direct Savers 

Postal 

£10,000 

520 

Year 

.WmCEACCO^ . . •_ 


. - 


- - 

\ • 

C&G 0500 246810 

Direct 30 

30 day P 

£1.000 

650 

Year 

C&G 0500 246810 

Direct 30 

30 day P 

£10,000 

6.75 

Year 

Northern Rock 8S 0500505000 

Ptista/120 

120 day P 

£25,000 

720 

fear 

MONTHLY INTEREST , _ 

- - 


... . . . .. . 


- • •* — -. 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

Pathfinder 

Instant 

£5.000 

527 

Msiith 

C&G 0500 246810 

Direct 30 

30 day P 

£5,000 

6.31 

Month 

C&G 0500 246810 

Direct 30 

30 day P 

£10,000 

6J5 

rAmth 

.. ; _ 

’ • . • *■■■- 

;-■* 

— - 

.. ........ .. . 


West Bromwich BS 0990 143668 

Guaranteed Growth 

31/1/97 

£5,000 

6.80F 

Maturity 

frizzed Bank 0800373191 

FocedRate 

2 ft bend 

£2.5 00 

6.75P 

6 Months 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 0113245 9511 

3 Way Bond 

4 yr bond 

£5.000 

6.80F 

fear 


. ■ ■ • . 



... 

- - — 

Robert Flemmg/S&P 0800 829024 

Higher Rate Deposit 

Instant 

£1,000 

525 

3 Months 

KJemwort Benson 01202 502404 

HICA 

Instant 

£2,500 

5.50 

Month 

Affiarro:& Leicester BS 01162717272 

Affiance 

Instant 

£5.000 

5.00 

Month 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

Current A/C Gold 

instant 

£10.000 

327 

Month 

GUARAKltED INCOME BONDS Ml 




- 


Financial Assurance 0181 380 3388 


1 year 

£5,000 

4.50FN 

Year 

Financial Assurance 0181 380 3388 


2 year 

£5.000 

4R0FPJ 

Year 

Pinnacle insurance 0181 207 9007 


5 year 

£3,000 

620FH 

fear 

OfKMDBEtowsJ 






Newcastle Sank, Guir 00 350 76168 

Nova Access 

Instant 

£5.000 

6.10 

fear 

Portman Cl Lid 01481 822747 

Gold Plus 

90 day 

£5,000 

6.45 

Year 

B'ham Midshtres.Guem 01481 700680 

Fixed Account 

31.1.99 

£5.000 

725F 

Year 

NAtlONAlSAVINCSAccnHtts t bontefenks ).ofr«M5oai 



— 

— .— 7 — ■* 

Investment Account 

1 month 

£20 

£20 

525 

Year 




£500 

5.75 

Year 




£25,000 

6D0 

fear 

Income Bond 


3 month 

£2400 

6.50 

Month 




£25,000 

6.75 

Month 

Capital Bond 

Series J 

5 year 

£100 

6.65 F 

Maturity 

First Option Bond 


12 month 

£1,000 

625 F 

fe» 




£20.000 

620 F 

Year 

Pensioner's G'teed Income Bond 

Series 3 

5year 

£500 

7.00 F 

Month 

NS Certificates (tax-free) 






43rd issue 


5 year 

£100 

525 F 

Maturity 

9th Index linked 


5year 

£100 

Z20+RP1 

Maturity 

Cfifldren's Bond Issue H 


5 year 

£25 

6.75 f 

Maturity 


P post only F feedrate 
N net rate 

A£ rates am shorn gross ami ate subject to donga mitbout notes. 


MOHCYFAPS 01892 500677. 
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FEAR OF FINANCE 
Clifford German 



I t is generally a bad sign 
when no one wants 
money, and no one 
seems to want to pay for 
it at the moment. In the 
last six months expecta- 
tions have swung from 
an imminent increase to 
further falls in base rates. 
Building societies in par- 
ticular are again shaving 
mortgage rates, espe- 
cially on fixed-rate loans, 
simply to try to get their 
money out on loan 
before rates fail further. 
Some of the societies tar- 
geted by speculators 
opening accounts are 
stuffed with cash they 
cannot use in their mort- 
gage business. 

Banks and building 
societies are busy cutting 
rates on deposit accounts 
and the rush to put roll- 
over money into fixed- 
rate Tessas has been so 
heavy that the best offers 
have been fully sub- 
scribed and providers 
have been able to replace 
their offers with lower 
rates. 

Rates on guaranteed 
annual and monthly 
income bonds have also 
dropped perceptibly in 
the past week alone, and 
savers who were grum- 
bling about the poor 
returns on their money 
last year will be even 
more disgruntled now. 
The benefits promised to 
savers from a reduction 
in the tax rate on interest 
and dividends from 25 
per cent to 20 per cent 
from April has already 
been eaten up. 

Even the National Sav- 


ings movement is in on 
the act. The demand for 
Pensioners* Bonds paying 
fixed returns for five 
years has been so brisk 
since the Chancellor cut 
the age qualification 
from 65 to 60 in the Bud- 
get that he has been able 
to cut the return on 
future sales from 7.5 per 
cent to 7 per cent. 

There is also no doubt 
that the Treasury will 
save money as a result of 
the reshuffle to Premium 
Bonds and prizes. 
Although the public is 
invited to focus on the 
fact that the number of 
£lm prizes is not being 
reduced, the fact is the 
total prize fund is being 
cut from 5.2 per cent to 
4.75 per cent of the 
money in the pool. 

There is, of course, no 
guarantee that rates will 
not rise again within the 
five-year time-frame of 
most fixed-rate offers, 
and for savers the mes- 
sage is clear. The rewards 
for taking a given amount 
of risk by investing in 
fixed-interest securities, 
unit trusts, investment 
trusts and shares, espe- 
cially inside a tax-free 
PEP package, are on the 
increase. 

Interest rates in the 
UK after deducting infla- 
tion have been uncom- 
fortably high for years 
but a fall in demand for 
credit is almost always a 
bad sign. Even the brisk 
demand for consumer 
credit does not seem to 
have done much for 
retail trade so far. 




I could choose any index PEP. 








But why pay more 
than I have to?" 
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0% 

1.00% 

£300 


Viigin 

0% 

0% 

1 . 00 % 

£300 


Morgan Grenfell 

3.00% 

0% 

0.75% 

£398 


Lloyds Bank 

6.00% 

0% 

1.00% 

£642 


Rones ate» Crum a Sdu&n rfo*er nekix« h«. 

BfMK havil w Fkfehij's icsGscfa k * UJM. ft s caatned Ha dor is no espial growth. 


^ There are many index PEPs out there. But can 
they offer unbeatable value? 

With Fidelity’s MoneyBuilder Index PEP, ii costs 
you less to invest your PEP allowance in die UK’s 
top I GO companies quoted in the FTSE 100 index. 

There are no entry or exit charges. A low annual 
management fee of just 0-5%. And best 
of all, tax-free returns. 

Add MoneyBuilder Index to your portfolio by 
talking to the world’s largest independent investment 
management company, fidelity. For a better deal, we 
think you’ll" agree it’s the only real choice. 

The fixed price offer on MoneyBuilder Index 
doses on 31.1.96. So for your free information pack, 

all Fidelity now on the number above. Take a wiser line with your money. 




Vice thtawiu only teure □ value ofo* savings and eligibiliry to invest in a PEP Kill depend on individual draunsances. 7T* Fidelity 


hov- v.riu v.„o!,i hk, HHK'.^uinil ! ,r ,:l; ' s .ivurijlrh- *hr..:*h Siuitpi^k-ni lir.-imiai Advise. 




Choosing^ 
your PEP? 
Make it the 
best. 


'4% 





For a limited period only, you can benefit 
from a new opportunity to invest in the Schroder 
UK Growth PEP. This PEP will invest in the top 
performing Schroder UK Growth Fund pic*. 

The offer of new shares and warrants is expected 
to open on 6th February 1996. For every five new 
shams yon purchase, you will receive one new 
warrant at no extra charge. 

Schroder UK Growth Fund pic is managed 
aggressively, lo achieve higher returns than the 
normal equity-invested fund. It does this by 
focusing on fewer slocks than usual all of which 
demonstrate high growth potential. This approach 
has certainly paid off so far those who invested 
£6,000 when the Schroder UK Growth PEP was 
originally launched in March 1994 have already 
seen their investment grow by over £1,700**. 


This new offer will only be available between 
6th and 2 9th February 1996. 

For details, call 0800 002 000 or return this 
coupon. Alternatively, contact your usual financial 
adviser. Details will be sent out shortly after 
6th February. 


Sources: *Micropol UK investment trust capital 
growth sector, mid price to mid price, net income 
reinvested from 25,4.94 lo 29.12.95. Schroder UK 
Growth Fund pic 1st out of 8. 

* A Schroder s, gross income 
reinvested from 10.3.94 to 
29.12.95. 


TO SCHRODERS. CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT. 01 301 FREEPOST. LON 7109 LONDON EC4B 4PD. 
Please send me my free brochure on the Schroder LHC Growth PEP. 



Name, 


.Address. 


Postcode. 


.Tet. No.. 


Pan performance is nor necessarily a guide to tkefunuc. The rafue of investments and ikr income from them may fall as tu 41 as rise and 
investors may not get bark the amount originally invested. The levels and hoses of. and reliefs from, taxation mar change Tax reliefs referred 
to are those currently available taul their value depends on the ctmanstances of the mSvtduai investor Investment in warrants mmlm a hnjt 
degree of gearing such that a rehnmty small movement m the price of the underlying shares in which the uammts relate may result in a 
disproportionately large movement, unfavourable as well as favourable. in the price of the tcammis. 
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Issued hv Schroder lasesoncm Management Lin 
regulated b\ IMRO. Registered office: 33 Gutter L 
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New plans to care 
for the elderly 
are unlikely to 
keep the wolf 
from your door 


By Clifford German 


T he consultation document on the 
future of long-term care for the elderly 
announced by the Chancellor in the last 
Budget is likely to be published by 
Easier. But the proposals are unlikely to 
lake effect before April 1997 at the earli- 
est, and any hopes they will guarantee com- 
fortable middle-class families against the 
need to sell their parental homes to pay 
for care ore likely to be dashed. 

The proposed partnership between pri- 
vate insurers and the state to underwrite 
the cost of care in a nursing home is likely 
to be targeted firmly at families with 
assets of up to £60.000, including the fam- 
ily home, who cannot be expected to buy 
long-term care insurance from their own 
resources. 

The two front-running schemes which 
the Department of Health and experts on 
long-term care in the insurance industry 
are studying arc versions of the dollar-for- 
dollar guarantees - as used in several 
American states, notably Connecticut — 
and the lime limit scheme that operates in 
New York state. 

Dollar-for-doUar schemes work on the 
basis that individuals who buy, say, $50,000 
worth of private insurance protection will 
be able to ring-fence that amount of as- 
sets and claim support from the state once 
they have used the proceeds of their in- 
surance and run their own assets down to 


that figure. Time limit schemes require in- 
dividuals to insure their care costs in full 
for a specific period, three years in New 
York, after which the state will take over 
the foil cost of further care indefinitely. 

Oliver Heald, a junior minis ter at foe 
DSS, went' to foe US last month to study 
the respective schemes, leading figures in 
the private health-care insurance business 
are being consulted and a briefing paper 
is being prepared for circulation to all MPs. 

Peter Gatenby, appointed actuary at PPP 
Lifetime Care, foe market leader in foe 
infont private long-term care insurance 
market, believes foe approved UK scheme 
will combine the characteristics of foe two 
US versions. 

Individuals who take out a private 
health-care policy plan could buy basic 
cover for a minimum period in a nursing 
home, and that would entitle them, once 
foe policy had been exhausted, to claim sup- 
port from foe state or local authority as 
soon os their own savings had been run 
down to foe guaranteed level 

The average stay in a nursing home is 
only two or three years, but foe state guar- 
antee would allow insurance companies to 
reduce significantly foe premiums on pri- 
vate policies and make private insurance 
more affordable. 

The protection would be additional to 
foe existing level of protected assets which 


will double to £16,000 in April this year. 
But in order to keep down foe cost of foe 
safety net to foe taxpayer, state support 
would be means-tested and foe qualifying 
level at which individuals could claim 
from foe state would be capped at around 
£60,000 of assets. 

That level will be chosen to represent 
foe value of foe average house. Investors 
with larger assets would not be eligible for 
foe support on foe grounds that they could 
afford their own policies or their own care 
costs. 

The consultation document will not 
offer any tax concessions to policyholders 
to help them pay their policy premiums, 
and foe industry recognises that very few 
of foe individuals who are likely to need 
long-term health-care insurance can easily 
afford it. In foe past five years only around 
9,000 policies have been sold, two thirds 
of them by PPP. 

Premiums on existing long-term care 
policies are substantial For £1,000 a 
month of support indexed for up to 5 per 
cent annual inflation, a male aged 45 wouW 
pay a lump sum of £6,436, or £30 a month, 
until a claim is made; for a woman the cost 
would be £11,310, or £36 a month. At 60 
a man would pay £8,695, or £53 a month, 
a woman £14,640. or £62 a month: and at 
SO a man would have to pay £11,383. or 
£150 a month, and a woman £17,500, or 


£245 a month. And claims are only trig- 
gered by medical need. Even with state 
backing the cost of insurance, especially for 
the 50- and 60-year-olds - whose needls 
foe most immediat e - wiD ran into several 
thousand pounds. 

For most individuals who will qualify for 
the state partnership scheme their homes 
are foeir only significant assets apart from 
a pension. In order to fund a wider take- 
up of private long-term care policies it may 
still be necessary for many individuals to 
earmark their pension lump sum or take 
out ah equity release scheme that will re- 
quire them to surrender some of the eq- 
uity in their home to buy a policy. 

Even if foe outline of the Govern- 
ment's proposals are published within 
weeks and win largely bi-partisan support 
m the, House of Commons, there is a real 
possibility that legislation could be over- 
taken by an election and delayed another 
two years. 

Since time is of the essence in taking out 
insurance policies - and premiums esca- 
late sharply foe older foe individual is when 
foe policy is taken out - PPP lifetime Care 
is actively marketing policies with a guar- 
antee that if foe rules are changed to re- 
flect foe introduction of Government 
Support their premiums will be amended, 
or they will be allowed to switch to a more 
appropriate product 


ONLY FROM LEGAL & GENERAL 


TWO PEPs for 
the price of ONE 


Two PEPS for the price 


The FT-SE-A All- Share Index: consistently ahead of the market.., 


.-FF*£AMI9un Index 12*11.17 

....UK Equity Senoral Sector Average 10S8S.il 


of one — you won't get this => aua — Bi*sng5<Ki«yHiqh«R^Amjurt twm ^ ^ 

from anyone else! > f\ 

We already offer our Index- axo . ^ / \\//"* 

ICANI " 1 ~ 


Tracking PEP investors rhe u ^ 1 T r- 

OCT *91 *32 '93 -94 '95 

lowest charges around. NO Tlv Ul'+nn-hi.k-.. Mfai4i-.mi.iflUir.iJi,, i,*.iMri*iH*irmcHt>.baiun 
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initial charges; NO withdrawal fees; 


And our performance 
is hard to beat. 


Our PEP tracks the FT-SE-A 


All-Share Index, the broadest 


measure of the UK stock market. 


Over the last five years the 


and a management charge of only 0.5% 


per annum. 


But now we want to do even more 
than that. So. when you take our our Index- 
Tracking PEP for 1W5/6 and 1996/7. we 
will abolish ALL charges for die whole of 
the first year of your 1995/6 PER 

That's two PEPs; just one set of 
charges: and we guarantee you won't 
pay less anywhere! 


NO 

INITIAL CHARGES 

NO 

WITHDRAWAL FEES 
AND A 

FREE PEP 

FOR ATTAR 


Index has risen by 113% - that’s a 35% 
higher return than the average unit trust. 
In fact most actively managed funds fail 


to match the FT-SE-A All-Share Index with 


any consistency*. 

Invest before April 5th for 
our 2-for-I PEP offer. 


To invest - or to transfer funds from 


an existing PEP - ring us now on 0800 
11 66 22 (your call is free). Or return the 
coupon today for more information. 


•Source: Micro pal Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Both capital and income values may go down as well as up and you may not get 
back the amount invested. All statements are correct as at 22.01.96. Full written details are available on request. 

Lci&i! & General (Unit Trust Managers) Limited. Registered in England No. 1009418. Registered Office: Temple Court, 11 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TB 
Regulated by I.MRDand the Personal Investment Authority. 


CALL 0800 11 66 22 FREE 


DAYS A WEEK 8AM TO 10PM. PLEASE QUOTE REF.TP17I 


Pom to: 1-egal & General (Unit Trust Managers) Limited, FREEPOST KFi *47-1, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 GBR. 
Please send me full written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PER 


.ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE NO. 


If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □ 

We never make your name and address available to unconnected organisations. We will occasionally tell you about other 
products or services offered by ourMrlves and associate Ifgal & General Companies. 

Please tick this box If you would prefer noi to receive this information. Q 


Legal^^ 

General 

trust us to deliver 




loose change 


M ortgage rates are edging 
down again, with wide- 
spread redactions in 
fixed rates and discount rates 
and a few variable rates. 
Bradford & Bingjey is pio- 
neering the fight-back by mu- 
tual building societies by 
cutting standard variable 
mortgage rates to a market- 
leading 7.24 per cent from 1 
March and simultaneously 
raising savings rates to an av- 
erage 0.5 per cent above 
equivalent rates from Halifax 
and Abbey National. 

Alliance & Leicester has 
introduced new cheaper 
fixed-rate mortgages for one, 
two, three and five-year pe- 
riods. The one-year rate is 
1.95 per cent for up to 95 per 
cent of loan to value. Re- 
demption fee& of six months 
interest wUlbe charged if foe 
bne, two and three-year 
mortgages are redeemed be- 
fore February 2001, and foe 
five-year before 2002. 

R lorthem Rock is launching 
lUa new two-year fixed rate 
1 1 mortgage at 3.99 per cent, 
or 5.99 per cent fixed for 
three years, a 625 discount on 
foe standard variable rate of 
7.44 per cent for one year or 
a 3 per cent discount for two 
years, all with redemption 
penalties of 5 per cent dur- 


ing foe first six years. A 6 per 
cent cash-back is available on 
a variable rate mortpge of 
7.19 per cent with a 6 per oent ; 
penalty for redemption in 
foe first six years. 

First Mortgage is launch- 
ing a new five-year fixed rale - 
mortgage at 6.99 per cent for . 
loans up to 75 per cenL of valA 
uation, available until 16 Feb- 
ruary. A booking fee of £275 - 
is charged and a six-month in- ; 
terest penalty is charged for 
redemption within foe five ; 
years. 

ryitannia BS is offering 
Kfirst-time buyers a one-' 
Lfyear discount of 2.75 per. 
cent plus a 3 per cent cash- 
back up to £6,000. a refund • 
of valuation fee up to £400 
„ and free unemployment pro- ' 
tection insurance for a year. ' 
Britannia BS and Winterthur 
Life are offering a two-year 
fixed rale of 5.99 per cent for 
remortgages up to 95 percent . 
of valuation, with free Jjalu- 
ation, no legal fees and stout- .. 
week completion period. 

General Accident Life has 
extended foe availability of its r . 
package of Flexi Mortgages, . ■ 
based on Newcastle BSprod- " 
acts, which range from a 5 per • " 
cent cash-back and no dis- 
count to a 5 per cent discount 
and no cash-back. 


Want a 
high performing 
low cost 
pension? 


Our regular contribution with-profits pension plan 
appeared in the top ten in all five investment performance 
league tables according to a survey carried out by Money 
Marketing (with-profits survey, May 1995). ~ 

Of course, that's just one set of results - we’d be glatfto 
show you our record over many years. 

But having such excellent performance is what you might 
expect from a company that has an international reputation for 
keeping costs under control. In October, Money Management 
showed die effects of our charges in our with-profits pension to 
be the lowest of all the companies surveyed 

In fact, the effect of other companies' charges were, on 
average, 103% more, while in the worst case they were 209% 
more. (Source: Money Management, October 1995, £2 00pm 
10 year personal pension plans). 

So, if you would like to kam about Hie Equitable 's high 
performance, low cost personal pension plan by post and by 
telephone, return the coupon below or call Aylesbury (01296) 
38 48 38. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future performance. 

Inlofirniionfadricv wiH only be given on Equrtflbie group products 
Regulated by (he Personal Investment Authority 
nc equitable life, fbeetost. waudn srrarr. aiusbuey. buojnchamshike hpsi jbr 


Tec The Eq unable Lb. FREEPOST. Wabco Street AYLESBURY. Buds HP2I 7BR 
1 1 would welcome dcufe oaThe Equtobk'i pan** plaas.1 w&sJfanpfajeii □ 

1 1 Bn «n mp tayce me ini caapEy pcmicc gJianc Q JTJRCtA 

NAME(MrMnMbi) _____ 


Tet (Office) . 
TeL (Hone) . 


Poarofti- 

if **■*“* e rto ■■ nnvjiMV 
I. knm no tnUQBa t 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Scandinavia is hot For the moment 

Consistent growth is making Finland, Sweden and Norway look impressive. By Alison Eadie 



v 
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organ Grenfell's European 
Growth Trust has a some- 
what freewheeling approach 
to investment. It docs not try 
to outperform stock market 
-I indices. but looks for value 
wherever it can be found on the Con- 
tinent and, now and then, in the UK. 

!?* be ? n im P rcss ive. 
l he £64 Om fund, a unit trust that can 

be invested ma PER has outperformed 

l io o r erS s “ cc il was Punched in 
according to MicropaJ. 

. 11 ** 6 1? 1 in the European sector over 
the last five years and second over one 

*"•*** Europa ' Morgan Gren- 
loJ s European small companies fund. 
The search for value means whole 
countries and sectors can be in or out 
of favour. 

At the moment Scandinavia is in 
particularly Finland. A hefty 40 per cent 
of Lhe fund is invested in Norway, Swe- 
den and Finland. 

Peter Young, manager of Euro- 
pean Growth, says good-quality, non- 
cydical growth companies in Finland 
are selling at prices of only seven to 
eight limes this year’s expected earn- 
ings. Cyclical stocks such as paper are 
selling on only five times this year's 
earnings. By contrast German stocks 
are selling on 15 times 1996 earnings 
and French stocks on 13 J times. 

Although Mr Young accepts that 
German and French stocks are better 
value than they were - Lheir price-earn- 
ings ratios are usually higher - he is 
wary. For the past year, the fund has 
held only two stocks in Germany. Its 
total holdings presently number 65 and 
80 is the maximum. 

The fund's flexibility is its strength. 
Mr Young points out that European 
stock markets are not as developed as 
those in the UK and US, and infor- 
mation flow is a much more hit-and- 
miss affair. There are therefore bigger 
anomalies to be found in valuations of 
companies. 

Fundamental research and company 
visits are the cornerstone of European 
Growth’s approach. Although infor- 
mation es not automatically dished out, 
as in the UK, through ever more fre- 
quent trading statements, it can still be 
ferreted out. 

Mr Young says Continental com- 
panies often give large shareholders in- 
formation that UK companies would 
not divulge. Their interpretation of in- 
sider trading laws and the need to treat 
all investors equally is different Instead 


of the UK approach that all share- 
holders must be told if one is toki. Con- 
lincniuls will answer directly to the 
questioner but feel no obligation to in- 
form the rest. If anyone else were to 
ask. they would also be told. 

The advantage of superior knowl- 
edge means there is a temptation to 
overweight the fund when the oppor- 
tunities look good. To minimise the 
price risk, no more than 30 per cent 
of assets arc allocated to one country 
and no more than 8 per cent to one 
slock, says Mr Young. 

Only iwo holdings are allowed to 
reach the 8 per cent ceiling and both 
must be easily tradeable. As with 
countries, the fund dips in and out of 
sectors. It has virtually nothing in the 
consumer sector al the moment and 
very little in oil other than a couple of 
Russian slocks. Two years ago it was 
heavily weighted in luxury goods and 
now has a high proportion of computer 
and high-tech stocks. 

Mr Young explains: “As a house we 
don't like funds with restricted man- 
dates. Wc like the fund manager Lo 
roam, to find value." 

High -lech favourites include the 
Finnish telecommunications company 
Nokia - one of the 8 per cent stocks - 
and German software company SAP. 

The fund topped up on its Nokia 
holdings when the price recently halved 
from its peak, and even at prevailing 
prices is showing a fivefold gain on the 
purchase price. 

SAP has similarly suffered a share- 
price bashing after one quarter's bad 
results. Mr Young points out: “We are 
in a good position to buy when panic 
selling sets in as we know the compa- 
nies so welL" SAP's shares, despite their 
setback, have increased tenfold since 
the fond first bought them. 

Finding value can mean smallish 
holdings suddenly become very big 
ones. Mr Young this month found him- 
self selling a large chunk of British 
Biotech, the fund’s only UK bolding, 
even though he believes the share price 
will continue heading north. 

Having bought at an average price 
of £5 a share, the fond look profits at 
close to £18. 

The spectacular and sudden rise in 
price meant British Biotech repre- 
sented 13 percent of the fund’s assets. 
This is against unit trust (10 per cent 
maximum per stock) and Morgan 
Grenfell's own rules, so the holding was 
trimmed to 5 per cent of assets. 


Mr Young dismisses fears that its 
price rise has been overdone. “Forget 
where h has been." he cautions. “In- 
vestment must always be forward- 
looking.’' 

As well as successes, there have been 
disappointments. EVC (European 
Vinyls Corpora Lion), the joint venture 
between ICI and Enichcm that floated 
on the Amsterdam stock market in No- 
vember 1994, has not lived up to ex- 
pectations. It is presently trading 
around 50 guilders against an issue 
price of 77 guilders. 

European Growth's eclectic style 
does not lend itself to narrow spe- 
cialisms. As a result Morgan Grenfell’s 
14-sirong European team are all gen- 
eralists. The approach is helpful in con- 
trolling risk, says Mr Young. 

There is no over-dc pendency on one 
person and investment decisions are 
subject lo peer review rather than re- 
view by a senior person who may not 
know the markets as welL 

Valuation methods involve looking 
at balance sheets, free cash flows, price- 
eamings ratios and other standard an- 
alytical tools. Much hongs on whether 
management is telling a believable 
story, says Mr Young. 

The outlook for European invest- 
ment is reasonably healthy, he believes. 
Despite the slowdown of the last quar- 
ter, there is scope for earnings growth 
this year. 

Although there is theoretically 
plenty of scope for cost-cutting in Eu- 
ropean companies, Mr Young , warns 
against expecting too much. The 
strength of social consensus will ensure 
that employees continue to enjoy a size- 
able share of corporate wealth. 

“It is almost impossible to exagger- 
ate the degree of cultural difference be- 
tween the US and parts of Europe. A 
lot of potential value wQl never go to 
shareholders," says Mr Young. This is 
more true of bigger, older industries, 
such as metal-bashing, than newer in- 
dustries such as computers, he adds. 

Scandinavia remains the favourite in- 
vestment market, but the fond will con- 
tinue to pick and choose in several 
markets. 

Mr Young sees no difficulty with the 
fund growing in size. “We still have 
more good ideas than cash to invest" 

European Growth Trust Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management, 20 
Finsbury Circus, London EC2M 
JUT. Telephone: 0171-588 7171 
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prospects: 

Good-quality 

growth 

stocks in 
Scandinavia 
are selling at 
bargain 
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When one door opens, another closes 

Investors in Tessas need nimble wits and quick reflexes to catch the best offers 


N orthern Rock has closed 
its fixed rate follow-up 
Tessa account paying 7.64 
per cent, but the variable 
rate account paying 8 per 
cent on the maximum £9,000, 
73 per cent on other balances 
down to £3.000 remains avail- 
able. 

West Bromwich Building 
Society has withdrawn its fol- 
low-up Tessa offering 155 
per cent fixed for the next five 
years “following unprece- 
dented demand”, and re- 
placed it with a 7.35 per cent 
fixed rate. 

The West Brora claims this 


remains the best fixed-rate 
Tessa available, topping 730 
per cent at Yorkshire Build- 
ing Society and Bradford & 
Bingley, 122 per cent at the 
TSB and 7 per cent at Bar- 
clays Bank. 

Leeds & Holbeck BS has 
launched an escalator Tessa 
for maturing £9,000 Tessas. It 
will pay 6 per cent in the first 
year rising to 63 per cent in 
year two, 63 per cent in year 
three, 12 per cent in year four 
and 9 per cent in the final 
year. 

Ipswich Building Society 
has increased its rates for 


maturing Ibssas to 7.25 per 
cent for existing customers, 7 
per cent for transfers from 
other providers. 

Alliance & Leicester has in- 
troduced two new investment 
accounts, which do not qual- 
ity for membership of the so- 
ciety, to replace qualifying 
accounts withdrawn last week. 
Prime 90 Deposit account 
will pay 4.1 per cent on 
amounts from £1,000 to 
£5,000, 6.1 per cent op to 
£10,000 and 6.60 per cent up 
to 325,000 The Tfessa deposit 
account pays 6.1 per cent 
(variable) on amounts be- 


tween £500 and £3,000, 630 
per cent up to £4,800 and 735 
per cent on the maximum 
£9,000 rollover account. 

Skipton Building Society 
has increased the minimum 
investment needed to open a 
share account which makes 
the investor a voting member 
of the society to £2300. 

“This is one derision the 
society would have preferred 
not to make, but we have a 
business lo run," Slripton’s 
chief executive, John Good- 
fellow, said. “The society has 
no intention to convert or be 
acquired,” 
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A good old fashioned special offer from 
a long established investment trust 


Wiran Investment Company pic is one of 
Britain’s oldest and largest investment trusts, with 
asse rs of £1.2 billion* and a history of producing 
good, steady returns. 

Through the Wit an PEP you can enjoy the 
international spread of investment and splendid 
growth potenrial of Witan investment trust - with 
all returns absolutely tax free. 


And if you invest the foil annual PEP 
allowance of £6,000 as a lump sum in the Witan 
PER between now and 27 March 1996, we will waive 
the annual PEP managemenr fee until 30 March 
1997- For further details, please call us now at local 
rate, or return the coupon below. 

B 0345 88 11 44 

(Quoting the reference WITPEP 13) 

• South' ATT C inwi LiJ u> J9.IJ.95 


Tii: HTR lnwf.ii tr Services, FREEPOST Newbury. RGf 3 1 BR. 

To End our hr>* you can emoy all the potential of a leading international investment trust, tax lice through the Wiun PER plcaie 
complete and return this coupon. 


Tide 


huaal(s) 


Surname 


All rat 


Postcode 


R.t.gTi IN' jr.'l WJ 


Please net rhe box if you Jo not wish to rrcave tufomuuon iihour oilier HTR pn ducts j>ui semen □ 



Henderson Touche Remnant Investment Trust Management is a division rt Henderson Financial Management Limited, registered in England No 906355, regulated by 1MRO 
and the fVtsonal Investment Authority- which is a subsidiary of rhe Henderson Admimstrannn Group pfe ■'* Ftrv.hu r> Avenue. London EC2M 2PA. Past performance t. no 
guide to die future. The value of a PER and die income from it, can pn down os well as up as u result of' marker or cunemv fluctuations and you may nor get hock the amount 
originally invested. Taxes relating to PEPs may change if the law changes and the value tit rax relief will depend on your circumstances. 



PENSIONS MADE SIMPLE 

Advice you can Trust 
Directly by telephone 24 hours a day 

0345 6789 10 


Issued in Ntoiiish Willows' fund and l ilt' Assurance Society, a niuUi.il company. 
Re-j; trialed l>\ lhe lVrsrni.il Investment Authority. 

Information.- ari vh. c nill only be provulori on Scottish Willows products 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 









CINEMA 


Heat Michael Mann brings out the big guns of 
method' for a downbeat thriller that chp® 
trim's co pfabave} and Robert De Niro s crim- 
inal around a stylised Los Angeles. 

Leaving Las Vegas Mite Figgis returns with a 
gritty, romantic tale of love and doom in Us 
Vegas, ft kwe story that's not afraid to wallow 
tn pain. With Nicolas Gage, Elizabeth Shut . 
Seven Just as the serial-hitler genre seemed to 
be growing blunt, in sweeps David nncnsnn 
sharpen it up. Morgan Freeman and Brad Pitt 
are the cops investigating a Seven Deadly Sins- 
inspired killer. 


Flesh Ftyfaibov^ A Jiew adaption diyolfthe, 
restoring the savagery, to Jonsorte satjfa A rear ' 

irria 

hurry: Gfoses pm,:Oia}fiqtise, London SEU 
An ideal ftisb^ ' .raer':- Hdirs mafffcrit : 
praduetioa of this oomedy about private flfeand-; 
public moral ay. The finest Wilde revival .tayrars^ 
77reafreft)ya/^yfnarteC iMtoi WC2':.\' 
Private Lives Honeyrnoao tn^ijinfs, srintfflat- j 
ing wit and scandalous go&igwjrt mXbwanft 
greatest com^y; jn them^teTlyhandsofdirec-. 
try Mite AHreds and the Method and Madness; 
Theatre Company. Everyman, Che/tenbam - 


wfifch.. 


Ryan Gilbey 


David Benedict 



Sr^aisj -tcrttos* 

kWJMrl 

*.V“- ■ >-*cV : , InmJd IfMlk 




passion. Vfigrmre HaR, tmtoi Wb Sm. 


iSSffl _ 

The Rflyd Baa^s^^ ^ Monday^ 

VKnara M/C2 

which «■« «g 
tom three viewpoints. Ihe Smn. urn 
Wycombe; 2 Feb . 




arts and entertainment listings 


FILM 


WEST END 

% ■ iUsv i-UlSbit! Lxtrtdr’'! 
#*2»®T^»£HMAnBttWiLSiPC)Tbi; 
rx.1 dcuicuvc retuno. Thuiui/i’ >Wil 
1110. 2JQ. 5.m 715. 9-SS: Hamer «** EnJ 
12J0. J.W. 5 Ift 720. 9jf>. liTitnwti^hi 

• 1HE JUEHCAH PBESBJWT ( I?) RunumiL- 
ronsudy- Plum l ifl. MS. h55 

HGOS MO ASEC1S t tM AVapi JOiiii of A5 

Brail % not d. PuxathDv MOM 3 4U. ILJ5: 

The Minenta 3 -'ll bJ*. 8.4$ 

• BABE 111 i Apif aiicmptMO awKl landing 
up as a Siindav reus Empire Lac Sq LIS 
4_2a *-3HL *J5. I l-Wi&Di: Tn-aakn‘ MOM 
HM 135. 4.40. f!55: flat U5. 3.15.5.15 
® m IKE BLEW MDWnEH (15) A motley «*■ 

tcdiiin i'rf aonra robiiwse (heir pnduojon 
of Hamlet. Hacmarket WJ.W 1JU. 3.4H MO. 
jOirh <"Vire*i Me =itoinv 3231 MS. B.4S 

• BRMB1BWT I IS) MU Gibwn duvet* and 
SWT5. fliiw .1 khanate 15*1 7.4t>: flea 13' 

• TIB SraSES OF HANOT COUIflY 1 1 2 1 luwa- 
i.imimv Bi/nw Iter £#v/ 114U 5.4? 

• IK BAOtBBtS MCMDLLEN ( I?l Three InsJiT 
Ainrneaji twitter-. vearch for m v Jun: jnd 
harpuie* Odt iw Vi'aiwk' 3.15. til 1 ! Wi 

• CNVBHG1DN i l*t^ A taibcmun on is gvis 
dttvr the man ibe fore* by nunying to 
cpi k ncr. Rikck Si MEM 2 15. 5A0. ■' 00 

• cm OF UET CWUSEB 1 15) A man kidnaps 
dijklrtn »o Well their druarrK /infcii! iWi 
MOSt IW. “t>5 

• can aw TIM l l. c > SuNranm.' lhnlJt;. fn<- 
ouWoArrr.USjl llfitoiidiu-hl r.*ivoi 
Mi^uikiu 145. 555. S.'S 

• DAKKROteHniDSi 15t MkTicHc Pfsi/Tur 
W47V ESiiyir. MariJi'Anh 1,15, 3.45. 0.15 
<om Sum *» 4* odt (tn IKsi Fnl 1 5*1 400. 
t-.Vi. sfl 1145 <Sii) 

• OWL IKS OX DRESS <|5| A redundant 
World Wjr Twj -.dcrun acotfH.'. a suargvr's 
offer of wwk.Cura»i Htsr End 1.15 (Sat », 

3.41 k 0. 10. SAM: Km Cinema 1 5*1 (SjII. 

4i» u5J. 10: ll5»*<Saii 

•FAB UMEi IS. Supcrmwlri Cimh Craw- 
ford BLikc^ her acting debut- ImcaJtav 
.MOM l 111. 135.445 70ii. 435: 1 1 arm- 
Him EnJ i: 4o, 155. 5.U4. 7.1*4. V3X 1 1.45 
HRlMUlilfi Fn>T i ' "f a" lKdiwntury 
cajiruio suiccr. MOM Smui t'<7iirr lf*f. 

435 7o« US 

• M aewa » W S83JET 1 15l A « wun r. 

surroundud K Hickuriia: tcLnKcv Curjtn 
Un Cw !. 1 5 IS'J l. 335. *» 5^. fi** 1 * « 

HiU f !? I &ifi. 3A5. M5.M5. H.tSfSalj; 
Rmmr 1 <a 3itl h 15. M.4M. Ku rv t3nr"iu 
imcSjU.4lu.M*'.«u5. 1130 1 Sal i 

FIU1R ROOMS I ISiFnur mini ffha-. Hi oner 
Stim Etui 3 Jl •<•«* I !.!»» 

• SOOBfETE Oil Jami"- Bond ;uuhunuii. , i] 

K Pierou Brireun. Empin- Ixk Sa 1115. 
.SOfl. 5 45. KJM. 1 1 Jl iSall Tn Kodero MOM 
U Mi. iZOtowiJnidv (San. <Vo<r Hmnurht 
1 45. 5.4*1. SSt EOza 1 13*1 3. 15. O ' "I. S45 
U HWIC 1 151 Tcti j^hs usualaiu m j amip *4 
tihnicalK' mnud icvnaiios, SJuft&fw 
.4nmx MEM 140. 53*'. X-Vi 
eMBffll5)iMftKinnandRobi:n Hu Niro m 
ODOlhur i3jp.p;ytliopjih ihrillur. Tiuwikto 
mom lam 5*ts4i.rftcj-0»w»« idw 
ISUI. 740 1130 iSal) + Violum Sm.vis 
(Sal) +■ Manhumur (Sat) + Laatifih: 
MobicwtSalC ttdmer He? End HIQnPm. 
1J.K..415.4.4U 7;D.S|5 l |U5ll 113*1 
THEHOBSBUIll OR THE ROOF 1 15) E^tb. l*>ih 
ceniury advumurv siamns lulicitc Bujii+k. 
CMstii Gnma 2JJ.5.l3.Sf5:Cum5rrr 
13*. 5.15. S 15: Kcr Cinema 130 (Sul J. 

5.40. 83*1. 1 1 llT (Sail ) 

THE WDCEKT SLEEP 1 15 1 A huoK-kr® Liver- 
pwBun wiUwfo. a tnunVi. Havnunit.1 MOM 
13a 335. rOl'i. B.45; Km O toad MOM 1.45. 
4.15. *55. flSi; 7iu<aicw MOM 111*5, 131 
435. 6 55. MS . lKUnoimidu fSair. 

LAfTOfi FRCaKW({5f Kiai Lamt's latest. Cur 
am Pfataux 1.15 (Sail. 3.4*1 6J15. 83*1 
• LHfflG LAS VEGAS 1 1351 Slro-HcvU vicveol 
the gllBy »otU irf Lar- Vcpaa. Bartican On- 
rmo 3 J** ( Sunk u.15. S*>, HbwwUi MGM 
1.10. 3.40. 6. 10, S4LV MOM Snw C*7Uff 
1311. 4.13. b.4a *>.10: Warner Hied find I SI 
33rt 6JU SS>. 1 1 JC* 

UVBR HI DBUMR ( 15) A dnucuir cX}».-iicnccs 
a caiiOrriphjc iluy? Glirat^, /Twiun Street 
M<7M 4.414-7.40 

THE MOST DESIKED HUM IM AnimawaWc mm 
buawws umbroiliacl m ibe piy cMtimmmy. 
M|7M %itr 1".™ 7 Ifl 4 JS 7.31 0.45 : 11 


SHOWGIRLS 1 18) A dancer sleeps her my io 
fame. Ode, ex Wat End 1140, 335. MU 
S35. 1150 1 Sal) 

•TO DIE FOR (15) Ksak Kalman sfcov 
f\-.W5S' MGM 130. J.4S, 6.10. 830; 

Ode. ft Mfzumme 235. b.15. «-40 
THE UWffiRHEKH 1151 A Hack driver nics to 
«m back hsg-wifc . fluai 1.05. 6.15 
THE USUAL SQSFBnS (1SI Five known felons 
pLm moth*! crime ntdbt Id custody. Fmtm 
Sara MGM 105. 4 ja 7.011. <*2S; Warner 
K'i^j End 1.40 (not Sat, Son), 4115. 630. 
v 10. 1 1.40 

• 1BU1BK TO EXHAU f 15; A group of women 

trktuk benue tbe lack of d^Me anas in 

phremt. Arizona. Shofidvoy Aram MOM 

inn. 5 jQ5. 8.15; Tmcataa MGM 1215. 3.25. 

6.15. -J.nu. llOOmdraetat iSatr. Matter B<w 

End 1150.330, 6. ta OKU 150 

THE WHt (PG) Kbvin Osina icadaa to son 

ibu ccoccpi at pariftan- Place 3.15, S JO 

WHEN SIBfT S FULBK [ 1«1 A dinmm acaJc- 

BiK (db for a flamboyam dreos performer. 

rxiium MGM 150, 6.10 

THE BWfTE MUOTIilTl Iranian uJcaboin a 

j.tujic oris Sruggji: lo bnv a npJdTnh. 

tone*' 1 .15.3.10. 5H5.7115.ilJB 

ptaoa uioiian 

Ut?l emptnhae noted 

Barbican Ciocnu t>3£ SV>I. Ctabca Ctnuma 

35 1 37,'l Cunua Ntotarr 3tfl ITUt Curzon 

Ptitwmi 3W* 1721; Crnzwi V\tst End kfi 

ir.'Z Empmt lac Sq tf/TtWW-W: Galt- 

Null HiU *C7 4*W5; Lurtncw 3 79 JOfJ. 

MGM Hjvmarkci l&i ISF: MGM Ptomn 
m iM'iniJ; MGM PtaaJiDy -ET .ISfl: 
MGM ShafiestHir. A'u& 5 ftti3'% MGM 
S»tp. Cuntru 4.77 20* MGM Tint Cl Rd 
i-Jft n/V 1 ': MGM Trocidcm 4M60J1 17* 

VlustUU.^J 172?: IldeMn Havnarbd &W 
Tier. Cxkv>n lac Sq •VO 3ZV; Odom Mai- 
hle ArcH -iW3f‘-! , /4JiV; Odoon Mezzanine 
Swes Cull Odeon DHZtt- 
WWC. Odom West End *>30 5251 Plaza 
.Wfc Renoir SSimZ Ritzy Cin- 
ema 7-OX2I: Wiroa West Endd?/V3Vi 

REPERTORY CINEMAS 

EKHtWAH Hampstead NW3(0171-43S I525l 
La Separuonn (PGl Suf 22S/mt SJStym. 
U;ptt , + Th-p BeDu Bror "Rji i»S| ElOpri. 
TJSpte. Jules Et Jon 1 PG) Sun fl40pm + 
Dm- for N'lgfn (PG) ZdOpm Apocalypse 
StwUSiSurdJdpm. SlSpm +• Heart* Of 
Dai linos 1 15) "Jtpm 
ICA OTEMAThe Man SWl **»171 m 3U 3trtT| 
Mailaeaskar Skin £#. Sim 2pm. Spm. 7pm. 
vpm iL.il- G >ha Jack Smith Set. 5m ajejjwt. 
X3«j7ir. 

HO Sooth Bank SEl Hll7l->CS3r>2t 
The Bndp.-. Of Multan Couruy ( 12) Sat 
•ASpm Anjsds (VtSai -/pm The Lath With 
The Uitle Dii? IPG ) Sat 6.15pm The &v - 
cmh WQ 5u: o 2hpm .Annie 1 lall CPC* 1 Sat 
-Jrpm N-azann 5iu,iL*y»n The Ynunp B’i- 
n.iner - HjiuOtooIi I i'>) i«i» &->5frv The Red 
Shots t V i Sun JJtprr. .VigeJs I IT) Sun Ifeti 
The Of Madivm Cmmh 1 12) Sun 
tjm TTfc’Ywmg ftusuner s HamJN’i’k t IS) 
Sim (i JSprr. AptMtlypse Nnw (18) San 
7_5tjw A Matter * *l Life Ami Death (PGl 
Sun S.kpm StrcL't ■'f Fm: l IS) Sun S.1fpm 
mm Hi eh Rrud V2 (01H1-S6.1 21* 3 1 
Leutiitg Li Veps i IS) Sat 215pm. 5pm. 

7 .15pm, 63?pm Sun JJUpnt. o.ASf*K. tyrr. 
PRWCE OtfSLES U-iccstcr PI (0171-t37 xlM t 
Tii Wans; Fou iTOj Sdr USpm VlTole Yi>u 
Were Seeping (PG) &n S.Kfwn WawnurM 
(12) Sui 5A5pm dueler 1 1 2> .Sai S2Spm 
Pulp Hction I l*i Sn fiLS^wn Canractun 
(]>5)5un 2pm When N?h) Lt Eillinj: 1 18) 
Sun •Uttfen Heavy Cl?) Sim ftJt^wt The 
/Sdvemum rrf Pil'd [la. Owwt Of The 
LVwn ( 15) Sun &J5f*n 
»D KinpUnd High Si (0171-144 IA77) 
Pocahonim l Cl .to Ham Oiptoc IPG) S«. 
Sun T.45pm + La Belle ei In Bue (PC) 
S-SiYm TTie H-wxman *"*n The Roof < IS) 
Sin Sun S.-iSpm SJElpni Panther ( IBVFnsh 
tlsj to 11.15pm 

RnERSVIEsniDKBCWOU Crisp Road W* 
(OlSl-741 2255) 

Once Upon A Time In The Wes 1 15) to 
+ Oncv Upon A Time In America 
( IF) Sai A-fSp-n Hanusswt ,toi 2pm + 
Harsc Feaihe rv lU) Sun 3Jipm The Leop- 
ard (PG ) Sun li 3*V*n 


THE FE1DS OF AW80SIA 

Joel Hjmnj asp DnpSoudi taccutniBr. 

AUmtch AUmcfa. WCI (017M L66003) 

« Hiffbim Mcit-Sal 7 J? (31 Jat. 7JXJ). 14171 
Mtt0220.£27ui«a 30 Jan. rtKn£l5-£2!>5a. 


Brighton 


MGM Swiss Gw L 10. 4.45. 72SI <t.G: !i<a 
C/ Hi MGM 205. 4.15. 73)5. '*.4*J 

• MOTEVHIHESSi Uii IhriUer. 

Wama Wat End 130, 3.4n. 6JJ). 83U. 1 IJJO 
it POSPNO ( 1 5) A postman twrLs hdp fiom 
an cdW pod wi nutienof the bait 
Ration Street MOM 2*0. 4J\ 65a **20 
SABflDH (Pijl A chauffeur's daughier is 
wooed hy rival njfl)i>.nuirc broibeTu. 

Empire Lektaur S^uan- 1230. 5.1*1. 550. 
aja u.15 (Sal); TruCitUaru MGM 1110. 
3.10, 6.W. 6.W, 1 200mi Jniyhi fSa)) 

• SEJBl I ISl A senes of murders stump 
homicide delecwcv Jim Cl Ri MCiMl 20. 
4JJ0. h.411. Q2Sr. OJeon Lac Sq [2/toon, 25*JL 
550. SL45. 1 1 .40 (S.U); Ricy 5. 10. 550. JUft 
11.15 (Sal) 4 Johnny Suede l hue) 
SHAKHNTRUD(l5lChnur'< sanpicr ihriHcr. 

MGM Skis Cam I5S. 43. 6-«. V-i> 


IWIEJIfWB ARTS COrlHE High Sired. Brem 
ban J TWTilOWj-W J17n) 


SlarTrek Cenerai:.TOi(Pt3l to f2KV»n 
Shanghai Trud 1 15) .to The Hnt^e- 
nwn On The Rout t IS) 5ar \ 15f*rv Sun 
t\45f*n Fun 1 W) Sun 2pm 4 Hcawmly Ciua- 
luto i IS) Spin Shanghai Triad l IS) Sun tyan 


THEATRE 

WEST END CHOICE 


Moaned — ///.■Sun./?/; Jto HJ: ««L /5/: 

Thu. /&/: EM. 17/: Sat 

CQHWT 

1970 Sondheim and George Funh mutiaiL 
AwiiarBiutfwiBe Earflum Street WC2 
10171-JM I732l« Lew'S* Mon-Sal 7 JO. 
|4#7|.\0J. ends 2 Mar. X12-C4. 
THEDODSSSOFMALF) 

John Wetoter'a Jacobean tragedy. 
KSndham iChar X Rd (Jw* 1 736'lfl* Lcic 
Sq. Last pert* today 230 A 73*), 050-no. 


TtoaeKu: WRliann' tragi: drama. 
Gmxh-P3UonSK0nu*W 173110 PfarOm. 
Meu-to 7M ffllM cock 16 Mai. £5-m 
rrenauA 

Rcvh^aTTeny Johnson's Lmial drama. 
Dukreftork T St Mmtm'iLu* (017 1-836 5) 22 1 
OL>.S4 Last pofcMd^3J»& 73045- £2250. 

«0)EH.HOaWD 

Martin Shaw ami Anna Cancna star. 

Theatre tonal Hanmurkct SWl (,0171-030 
8800) e PiccCirc. Moo-Sal 7AS. (-ll[7f3M. 
cndf2DApr,n(VJ2& 

AX RtSKCTOR CALLS 

AodLaimnl ptodocacin of Pricaley's thriller. 
Gurriek Glaring Crcos Road, WC2(0I7J- 
494 5fS5) & Lcic Sq. Moo-Fri 7.45. Sal a 15. 

HJ 2*0, 17] 5 JXX ends 30 Mar. £t-EW50. 

ROTILIUnOlULTllEjnK 

Ohler 

Upm Michael Gamhcwi to Mudiew 
Wtovhns' production. Today 2JJ0 & 745. 
Llltrlkev 

Vaf Oa& Anum Lesser in Jeremy Sams' pn> 

duetKXL Today 2)5 & 73a 

ContsLv 

Sbndef Aniony Sher as ihc great Englidi 
artist Stanley Spencer. Timiehi 730. 
t'HM'er Si Lvtudum £7 J0-E22AL CiHiesAoc 
E10.E142U. Dav seats from 10am. South 
Book <*U 71-928 22521 BR/» Wiacrito. 
BOIMSMBSPEUSaMfMr 
Tla- Biafirtin: 

Las Entuls On Pmtit Stmoa Calknu dirccis. 
Urtuv 2JW! & 7.15. 

11* Fie 

San^ikr Otj Ntwnoi WidLaecv award-winner 
«et in an abattoir. Today If*) <&; 7J5. 
Bartman: £W24. The Rc FiMlfc Bzibi- 
an. EC ID171-A38 SWl) e Bmbicin. 

Dim 1 

Starring Ruttae Hens4ull as PLmcy. 

LanJon ndlajaim Argyll Street. ^ W1 40171- 
4W 5*32Ufy*3S)-» Otfocd Ore. Mon-Sat 
TjaiaFl^GLEW. 

RUPERT STREET UHEmsni5CUlB 
Jonathan Hand's Uwrpidton tovtsauty. 
OMn FfaadiOv Gurus. W! (0171-.W 
) 747j & Pax Ore. 1bc S.it Kin, Sun 7JXL 1 7) 
4iU 1 1 1 3 J71. endsJ Mar. £5-ESl 
j IRMRSPOTIM 

I Irvine W.'lsh's insighi into dnigtaffluru. 

I .imtowal^WtorSiffl^l-iGhrtllieL-ir 
?«}. Lastperisiwlry5Xir*H3li.l5-£l»i5(1. 

THE KUO B( THE WILLOWS 

1 .Man Bennett's wrvion of Grahome's novel 
OU I 'x VVjierkm Riud. SEl «»l7|3)2)i«d5/ 
BR-e- VValeliiU Mon-Sal 73ft |4j|7J 230. 
ends 3U Mai. Eb.75-E24.73 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

BAC 

, A Doffs Hona Etcetera Thtaiuv^ 1*W4 
1 prhXiOKHi. LaM perf untight 7.*Dpm. Sun 
’ J.Vipm. £5. cvnes Eft. 

IMF Ptapfo Shw 1111 Chet Biker's myaenoos 
death undeipins the- visual (vriormaiw* 
pteeu. !■•«( perf lomght 8pm. £K5*L enw £6. 
Launder HFD. SW 1 1 #0| 71-22* 2223) 

BR; Clapham Junction. 

BRKnMSHHnUEHRE.'niEBW 

Tba LnogSi The Shod til* Tal ^TIlLv HaiT* djssic 

wartime drama. Mon-Sat 7A5pm. emit 17 

Feb. EX5II iMon £b Leones 1631 Bredun 

HiD. SW2t(*D 1-274 o470 1 DR/O Brin on. 

COCHRAE THEATRE 

UHFi &ti taffir B Black Mime Ttoatre i 
physical loot at mbud-fxc relauowbipi 
MuD-Sai 8pm. vn<h3Rd).£85a Mon & 
cunt. E5. Southampton Row. WC l t**l 71- 
242 704(1) & Hoflvra. 

OWL HOUSE 

tab Fly See Cmic'v Claw. RmightAi Sun 
Son v Eh 5*7, owes E3. Kemnngton OvaL SE 1 1 
lO171.S827tf0t «-Thu ChaL 
PORCH! BOOM 
UlR The Heme 01 BenreUa AA» SuneaL dominf 
rervionof LnreaVcLreae. Last partfis toitighl fit 
Sun Spm, £3. cones E7J1. South Bant Centre 
(0J7l-W.)4J42r HR^Bbrcrtoo. 
TBcnajiHaoBE 

ton Trans Roome Black American ezprtencc 
is viewed threugh an aflinfi Pittsburgh 
restaurant. Mon-Sat .Spar ( 2S Jan. 7pm J. non 
Sai 4pm. cn* 24 Feb. £7 30-EL*, pay what 
vwu cm Mon Jfc mat Sat, cones aviuLMe . 
Kilburn High RdtOI7l-.;2B UO)l<SKi(blirTL 

TOBffinc 

Rm teqtoBett Kipling's nodes reaealed m a 
production be Tan Supple. Last peris today. 
£14. cones £750. The Cin. SEl (0171-92* 
4 Vl 3) BR'd- Waterloo. 

AROUND THE COUNTRY 


KOMEDH 

MarFUsbrnrEipenaieocrbi Exile 
Theatre's mulliHnmfia production. Last pot 
looighi 8pm. £f»-£75a oonct- &L50-E6. 
Manchester Street (01 27254 KKJ30) 

Bristol 


mine sram 

IU RMdn Ian Hasting* directs LesSmiib's 
aibptatkm of Ddioc's efic. L3Aperf lotughi 
Bpm. £850, tori' ed cones £5 5a 
King Sued (TKTI7-W7 7877) 

Chettenham 


ic* must ^ „ 

jstattolatolWMHaptotaPatonnp^GirTta. 
wTilp nirehy H.Tpmka. Mon-Stm L2nooo- 
TJftxn (fti uaiB Opml ends 18 fth. J25& 
day nrtbifvThs MaD, SWT (0T7l-**30 3647) 
& Oenng Cinss/PKcadHly Qnan. 
nnjABWUAGHisn 

taSanWaitor Oriental tuakpmieasndataikrn 
Indian art. Mon-Fri lftwn-(jpci.Sal 10am- 


2pm. ends 3 Rib, free. New Krttoffcn 
Sm*l, WI mi7|-G72J7a« KccOnt 


PriBh Uiw Metfwd & Madocn't poocliy 
production of Cbmnf* marital comedy. 
Last peris today 2pm A 3pm. £450£13 A, 
cones available. Regent S> (01242-572573) 

Dawfisfi 


lEBWECaiTBE 

Tfaatavaif David Tbocter directs. Lust perf 


noffcuuMUDirenRE 
CmtactDalMcadicCarai Drinkwawsunm 
Barry EngtomDs IS60s' India drama- Last 
peris wdav 250pm & 8pm. £10- E1050, cones 
availahle. MOhmuk (U14SM40DO0) 


Ipswich 


WUETlHEflRE 

thmss Study of the mental tetabOiiy of the 
piano genius John Ogdca. Matr-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat Spm. mats Wed 230pm. Sal 4pm. tads 10 
£73IV£125iX coccemiora avaQiMc. 
Gvk Dn*c 101473-253725) 


Norwich 


mnmnpumoBsE 

TtoBfamFtfrfUDatttaJiroCatlwiglH't 

b^unring play wilh aongs. directed by Henry 
Brake, te the new Norwich ptnytouw'i 
seoood produetba. Last pert, uxlay 234m 
A Spar. £3-£J Larao^vibWe. 

St George's Street (0lfi03-7bW«>) 


PeteriHWPUgh 


STTMERK 

TriHi RntU OGM Prodocuois present anew 
veewmoftbc 1550s rockVioD show. Las 
peris nxiay f^Jtu A Bpdt. £S5D-£I J. corns 
jvaibHc. Emtomkmctu Riwd (017^-52439) 


(wnisapfamifTSAUBff 
Retard 1 Rxria Qamy Life and art ot a 
Regency ooupk. Mon-Sat lOm-^po. Sun 
I Tnrmrw tpn,. oufc 18 Rjb.£3.PHI1Cs£?. 

$1 Mann's Place, WC2 (0171-306 0055) 

^ Oiming Ctos^Lekesier Square. 

uusDOM.RnaresmHMi 

HwWnU bawCtmaanporaty Jamaican 

Art. Mon-Sun UJaro-JOJOpas, end* 25 Fell 

Bee. Sooth Bank Cadre, SET (0171-VM 

4Z42)BR/e-Wucrkja. 

SMK3BGALLERT 

RamgAaMraraJaaoie Anicmi, Scut I - mdeff , 
G ngaty Gremx. Charlai Long. Thn-Sun 
iSnoan-tem. ends 3 Mar. Thu free. Pn-Stm 
050. BOmdaiy Rad, NWS (0271-524 
JCW) BR: Scwfa Hampetead. 
SSS«TKGIU£RT 

Jan Stntnk Symbolic sculptural works 
(derating on the body. Mon-Sun lOam-ripm, 
ends 25 Fcri tree. Kcrawignw Gardens, W2 
|(1 171-72} 9(J72j -e South Ken. 

SOOTH UMDON AHT GAUHR 

Swa Bqs She spedfic video piect Sal & 

Sun 2pra-dpm. ends 2S Jan. free, tafcham 

KowL SES 111171-703 6120) « OvaL 

TOEULLERT 

BBTtaktm: Foob'Gold Large bronze 
senJptures. Mon-Sun 10am- 530pm. cods 28 
Apr. fire- MHDunk, SWl (0171 -887 8000) 
-O-Putdica 

TmitBMPEUIRTGAIBn 
UKtata Couqirehciisive dww ofodS, 
wajaodoarsaDdprinls.Sre Ot»:'s CJu&ce. 
Tik-Suu 1 tam-5pm (Wbd unffl 8pm),eix}s 
25 Rto£45a«mcsE2fO.&eeTiicsrtoyit. 
WWtectapei ffigh Street, El (0171-522 
7885) -©-AMgaw East. 

Oxford 


Reading, 


77CHU.0SOIBDW 
H«TlmOltarMl*asTtawwupte 
ourriaecs are dissected in Ajxdd'ourn's 
corned*. Tiie- Sat K-Gpm, mats Sat 2.15pm. 
cods 24 Rh fJSL95-£29»5 me dmne r. 
(017344J4BU00) 


Stratford-upon-Avon 


(msiamatTitttmwBir 

RkMAatonlklJaaDitamSiariptuRri 
works, Mem- Sat i030am-l(*n.2pin-530pm- 
Sun 2pm-5JQpm. cods Jl Ian. Ll.anaSOp. 
Christ Chun* CpOegc fD18*j5-276150j 
WSEWOFMOireMART 
Surga brave Softftn J96B-1S9B 
Reimspeerive shem'- Tue-Sa lOam-bpm 
(Thu mtfl 9pm L Sun 2pm-6pnt. ends 14 -Apr. 
£25ft crocs!) 5U. free W:d Kbro-lpm-Thu 
bpm>9ptn.TVmbxokc Street 101865-722733) 

Penzance 


casmsnHEFLnas , ^ 

Paul Merum, Sarah Rarionson.; Lee Stmpstm. 
Andy Smart Jim Sweeney JL Richrad 
V ranch. Sun Sjto, Hnymarfcet House, 
Oaendon St (01«W>14433 1«^ Leic Sq. C*. 


Taunton 


■rapanraBWEMBBSEMnscomE 
lennv Eclair, (lx only fcmalc Pemcr Warner, 
tours’ berouirasoous diow. "Hwiglu 7.45pm. 
Goal Otebard 101823-283244) phone for 
avaHabiEiy. 


DANCE 

Etsom 


ffSMPUBKKE 

Mu* BtiblDnw-IntaiWIiNe* 

tamOyraieniedhaltoi choreographed by 
Jan fGnerida:. Tbday 23(%sa <ft 7Jppm. 
£1250. duld E6-S0. Ashley Avenue 
(01372-7425S5) 

London _ 


HAMKHStHTH APOLLO 

Swdreca -Tha Skm Irish dam* thowxuh a 

score by Bill Whelan. Mon-Sal Spm, mat* 

Sats 2 _VWd. ends 10 Feb. £1S50-£275(1 
QmxnCaroHix Street. W6 (0171-4166080) 

•O- Hamuici whiIl 

PUCETHBDIE 

RHDUothbrraipaxMlanAlBdiAMtaHfkad 

Premiere «rf Mndi Ado's Jtamfigm: Ptuadetc 

ftn wff/rr - AiHvfiAfir TilmghlSpm.Eti.cong 

£4. Oufce V Rd(017l-387aE>H-»EiiSwn. 

nW.0PE»W«SE 

StoptiBitW; Saw Bastr See Craic's Chrace. 
3), 31 Jan & I Feb, 730pm. L 1 50-E70. 
Cavent Gaideu, W'C2 10I71-.W 40001 
0-Onvnt Garden. 


yiupsieis 

CoranaftaraNeawralc by Spanish 
choreogjapter Francisco Sandasz Grajcra. 
Mon-Fri 730pm, Sat 3pm & 8pm. cods 10 
Feb. 15-125. Rotoen Avenue. EC1 (0171- 
278 iSntv'713 6000) -»Angd_ 


CLASSICAL 


THE DONE - 

Svnqritora^hh Doable Piano Cdncertosby 
Bach aad’Moiart (soloists. Philip ftrate- 
Hanash MBne) Sen 2 45pm. S -E15- 
Chnrcb Street 101273.709705*) 


POP 


QgtoStm aide's Choice Sussex L'nhvtoiy Sat- 
a ou t (Mm 081273-678 154) TomgtaSpm- 
pfwoe for aealatdity. 

Cardiff 


WUWUI _ _ - - — 

BtatoSySeiioua-Brindcri power-pop tom 
ftadcru tom Sony* and co- Tisrnriwi 3>m 
CanSffUnu-cm? Park Ptaas (0V222-.W-J) 
Son 730pm. £750. 


London — . 

c— C.V Cn tir I Choice. ArxmVteaav 


B— Wl BBrl IITO1.C 

Chance Croat Road WC2 (017L-G4 W03) 
HB-Thncnham Court Rond. Sun 7pm, ES. 
p ilJgm f (rawlnn hirikbandxfaohagc coir 
Tahorared with Eftorh, Seal and Miefc Jg gcrr . 
The ftvam tlwhg atg Rd (0171-344 0044) 
BJU» KenfabUiwiL Ttorighi 7pm. £10. 
taR rndnstrial rock pioneer. 

The Gamp Highhurv Comer N5 1(1171-607 
18!&tt 344 0044) HSgtt«7 * WtogBm- 


njBQ. io- 

ftwililww Ammvpfxric cnUPtlWOCketS 

from Vn®ma-5f4Bfi C&6. Hour fins 

Gray's taa Ra id WO (0171-278 3879) 
« King's CnW. Tonight 830pm, £5. 


Norwich 


irMaraoflire-IvsaritoxtomwM 

bitkm looktoe at the lifc of the British tartu- 

SSTSof. n 

to&ist End Road X3 ' 

O Fnxhle* Central Mon-Thu ItlJOam- 
5pm.^l03ftun-»3LVm. £_ con> Cl. 
Omit (fencer North Aiwricui folk 
job 6w and cwr. Lire ILmMSmtih h.ns 
Swct W6 (01SI-741 SlD-B- Hranma- 

smhh. Today Hare A 1pm- — • 

Bfeel Sea tad In £vlt*ihV’fi idwrcuit w «■■**■ 
and dheuwrrio*^ cvpfcvms Sir Franvas 
Drake, Capiahi James Cc» A and Sir John 
Franklin- Notwrarf Mratonr Mraw P , ’ ra ' 
nevRoad SEU) (0IM-8.« 4422* BR: Math 
Hffl. Frwn Sun. Mou-Sun Ubrn-Spfn. v n* 
10 June. £551 cones £450. child 13. 

Vbtd « DrantoE> inti Watsiwtam Only far .n 

the vrtrtdcidiisfvety fra drawing*™ 

wtfereotonre with 50 galfcnc and an ^Jwl- 
cravrith around 2«» s«Tgjtia] <".]rts. ^ 
Une Hotel Ptaadffly Wl 10)71-7^0^.1 
O Green PariJHWe Fbrfc Comer. Totkh & 
Sun J lam -7pm. El. c ones £351 child fi«- 
EJ craBa tie EspaM Spectacular display of 
botseoransbip with Our wirid umuus Span- 
ah ‘dancing horses. tTt.il* 

Ruin Road NW1 { ni71 J82 TolSlTMy 
230pm tit Spm LS-X22-VL cones £k.£1_*>U 

Oxford 


Sana York's bh-maku® 

^afiihL»f s renim. V/tuafhnl Kioft Street 
(016^6327171 Tbo^Jn «pm, £6. 

IAZ4 WORLD, FOLK ETC 
Cambridge 


fata rtoetolimbt^ tow Sheila PamT- 
■ourmy through Asb tu da«rai:i more 
about its- leaflet Pat Rh its .ifratsun South 
Parta Road (Oi»5-27W27) Mon-Sn 1pm- 
43Upm, en dt 2D Apr. Itce. 


Boe Oa A Cratt-Stn Aggressive avam-ehanT 

her sestet (ton erafimtsr Wheeler Street 

(01223-35785) J Sun 730pm. £7504950. 


AUCTIONS 


London 


London 


THE OTHER PUCE 
Ha Pheretiwa Wnrai Katie bfiduHl dirccis 
Euripides' timeless trapftiy obou* a-ar 
hruuliry. Last pwfc today 130pm & 7-Vipm. 
£13-£17. cones availaMc. Southern Lane 
(01789-295023) 

RfFHLSHAKESPEAflEMJITK 
Retard ID David Troughun* hca* Steven 
Ami uti'v production of Slwkra?wire'i btutal 
political drama. Laa peris today 130pm St 
730pm. J7*-f42, swndtog £450-15. coacs 
awribWr. Wzicmde (01789-WH23) 

SHNf THEATRE 

FWti Howard Brcmon's veiwm or Goethe s 
enre drain about temptation. Laapcrfe 
today Part 1.3pm: Pun 2 73t^w>. GS35- 
C2SL50. corw availaWc.^ Wrienkb 
l0im2*Sti23) 


HHflJlIAHTGIUHn 

finch tomASrattohre Installahon to_Jottes. 
painting, tor Maher. Mon-Sal (Ocun-opm. 
cods 10 Frit free. Ne» Road (01736-M715) 


Portsmotith 


ASreOUEW , 

Brwl iyhsfcs iK>fi hy bijCnd PfiDarn and 
Keith Piper. Wcd-Sai l2nooiv6pm.Sun 

2pm-5pm. end* 18 R*. ftcc. 

Brougham Ruad (1)1705-5121211 


Southampton 


Watford 


PALACE 1HERRE 

■haBhffjMOifoTd Stage Companv's fresh 
version of Shakespeare 's oomedy. 23-25 Jaa 
7.45pm. 2b & 27 Jon. 8pm. mats 24 Jan. 
130pm. 27 Jan. 3pm. £4-11475, ames 
available. Clarendon Ruad f(JL923-22567f) 


EXHIBITIONS 

Cambridge 


Basingstoke 


HAmUttETTHEXTRE 

Private Lta Tar, dnurrera honey roravt in the 
same howl as llsrir old partners. Mou-Sai 
7.4Spm. mat, Sal At 7 Feb. 3pm. ends 10 Feb, 
£& 75-£I3.95. coacs avaOabfc. SWsie Stiver 
(II12SM655W.I 


KEnUSTMtO 

mtan ftetobon Landscapes and soil lives. 
Tlie-Sai I i30pni-53£lptn. Sun 2pro-53tpm. 
ends 25 Fri'.pbtmc for dmaib. 

Castle Street 101223-35212*1 


Exeter 


SPACE! GALLERY 

Gay Bn* Gaudy, way. tonal pointings, Toc- 
Sai lttiiD-5pm, vn<fc. 17 fvri. Im.'. 

Proa on Street (0 1 .W2-431 78Si 


London 


BAUBtCHiMfl GALLERY 

Oiatfta: CrriteDl fee Bafcts Itaa to Cdtk j 
Cltoicr. Moo. WL-d-Sal 2QanHi45pCB. Toe 
I0am-S.45pm, Sun li»Kyt-tc45prn. ends 14 
Apr.£5.t*mra £3. SHk StreeL EC (0171-635 
4(41)-© BartUcan/MoorgntcL 
HjrmwooiasrrroTEfi 

‘fernenwidsBararii Project by Si epben Murphy 
and Don Bnnm. Mon-Sun 10am- lOptn, cods 
IS Ft*, hoc. Behcdere Rd (B1714WJ4242) 
BRJO%iijr)oo. 


SfflnHMIPTON CITY ART GALLERY 
CC-cperaWs (oduifcs work by LangLm* i 
BcU. Jaw St Louise Wibun- TucWcdTri 
103ro-5pm.Thu mam-Spro. Seu. ]0am-4pm. 
Sim 2pm -Spm. ends 25 R*. free. 

Chic Crane (01 703-832 151 > 


Worthing 


tifORBiBGUBSEDM&AHT GALLERY 
Job* fral^HcavSyimpasiocd soda) realia 
pointing by 'kncticnsnL' altisl. Mon-Sal 
10am-5pm. eorh 3 fi*. frev. 

Chapel Road (01903-239099) 


WSBKWNAIL 

U*d»HflBmto«fl*»Sibeto' FtolareSa. 

G rteg,'» Piano Concerto nod Bcerhowm's C«h 

Snupbooy. Sun 730pm. £95D-£2550. 
Barbknn Centre. ECt2{0)73-63S4S91) 

0 Moctrpie Bartricaa. 

ICA 

Catoti*: Hen tow Pfajas With pianist Sic 
Hodges in a cdebntkm trf the muac of 
Midtacl Fcmbsy. SunSpto.r. c oiw£5. 
The MaD. SWL (01” 1-930 3647) 
‘O-CbartngCn&'EmhatriEmem.Ticrauffy 
Circta. 

aBEEHELKABETHHAU. 

HEngarQDrfM Joised by «thoe sad dariuet to 
MazanSOboe Quartet asdCLuinet 
QoinLct Tonight 7pm. £6-£2LL 
tars DutiBcnss 3 Preludes, Schnben’s 6 
Moments nruareata and Brahms’ 3rd Piano 
Sonata. Sim 3-3Qpm-£t-£15. 

Enron Sra«(taM St* Gtoc'a CSofe. 3 
Jan, 7.45pm. £&-£U. _ 

EnwraSnsgtotelSeeCrWc'sChotce. 30 
Jan. 7.45pm. £6-£ 15. 

South Bank Centre. SEl (0171-960 -C4..T 
BR^Wrierkn. 

BOWL Rsnuu. MIL 
PHtanaeciVtw!^^ 


Huy O w^ retniay Irish MuesfoDrcroowir 
Mean ftd&r Hartojen High Street NWIO 
101SI-961 5490) BR; WHlesden Junction. 
Tbtughi8pai,0O- 

PU AUanlfeteM Mad rocalisi wiUz a piece 
h»ed onfitvn^im's Wda?. Sasist M Cax- 
hfll wpaoru. Mapanwro « 7hr Red RoX 
Sei^sSasRdS7(0171-^372ft5)-O 
Fradwry to. Sun Sptn. £4. cores £3. 
KMaYWfshdtoibmExpatinicnialbathmfcy- 
plTiiia plays strange venrions of 7Ixf Magic 
fheasktlyyta. Oid BtdJ Arts Catae ffigh 
Street Barnet (0181-449 DOW) 

0 Higfa Bamec Sun 8pm. IS. corns £4. 

Nrio Haraira&Hin Pain Brazilian 

sea Vsamba. Jitanir &wrt Frith Swet Wl 

( 0171-C9 0747) 0 Tboenham Cn Rd. 
•Rm^ht9pm.£12. mcmO- 


LITERATURE 


London 


MO|J W3WW41 »*uw » 

Today 12nocm. £4, erma £250. 

Jea SaA An ecptaraocu ot the drieOire 
genre. Today 3pm. £4, com HSL . 

Mi Jacfcm A kmk at Bie deretopmem of 
Bcaon. Tb«by5ptn, £4, awu £250. 
VoitxBar. RnpdFadnlHoS Stotot Bnnk 
SEl (M71-K3S800) BJW Wacrioo. 
tan WWWBrtotop A series iff ran***, 
workshops and ifocrafions looking »1 the 
yrorherf-wotnea wmere Tbday l^rtrdpnt, 


(MsateOakandaKinuyfuniinire- ethnic fur- 
mturc and nccdfowirie Miirnby t2pm i. ionu 
Bttad Galleries, 71 Lota Rood. Cbrifco. Luiv- 
dwiSWlO (0171-3517771). 

Mchnian TSlh- and I'hL^enraty furnnurv. 
induding pre« cupbiunb. donut chests, 
dresscra, aitaonvean dmtog suUc. i.iHes and 
chaiisTlaiiwfay (lOami. Ktogsfnrd AiMiore. 
The Langham Gaare, betool Rood Uogfmn 
(01206448S8). 

Dish Ardritocntral Ntiw: gc- voduding pentto 
bu3tfii«maieriah andstamaiy. nest Saiunln' 
(Item). Tto; Cto Auu-to Rfoart, R,mto 
. Tfrwd.IWGjzviOliTI-hSir-'jSe ‘ 

Haoitajra. hat IJUMoi momenta of four focal 
estates: duimg furniture. jewKc-n. ceramics 
bronzes, waichcs. urarMncno. to As, ‘Tire- 
guns. pictures. Monday (12 noun) at the 
Weak! of Kan Golf Club. Wealdcn Auction 
Galleries (0l5S#.)-714f22i. 

EanUt: Dating and nfHx furniture, Wednes- 
day Itlaml at the Au utm CenDu. Wanoc- 
Harell & Cu (0\053-fT2555). 

Sonartst Mew and UA.-1 catering etpupmcni - 
cookers. micn>»:ii* gnddks, washer*, 
kdlchenalia. cuikrv erockeiy, Wednesday 
(Dam) at the tjr.ii Sion; Saforoom Wen 
Lyd&mL S3f *<■"»*•» tOLVTSJMTfctf). 
SMMn Books ar.* i.uijk with many natural 
history and to lUur'cd wnrks, tomd perkdScak 
including Viirij.y Fair. Dlustratcd London 
Hcvn aaJlY.uiu printed epbonera Wtitoev 
dnr 1 1 lam) at Vie Obi School. Maxwell Street 
(01793^11340). 

Ntahan Help the Aged on auction of 9rt top 
UK cQDicu ipu i ai ies' work: nest Saturday 
(^an) at the GuBdhaU. Catalogue (11)869- 
241610). 

H nHifing cquipmcnr - band and 


Kensngim High Stmt W8 (0171-WB 
4535) « Ktnstogwt High StteA 
Sto* tdwya. Itolys Cnwto. An Dun The. 


ppgc iioofe. timber, tomorrow (llam) at the 
SET Group 


Hru in a new «zje* of poetry and WO» 
readings. Sun &p«n, £4, cones £3. Jackson's 
fauw Gmununtiv Gmnr Atcfawuy Boad N6 
(0181-341 44^)-eHigfag«*c. 


up Auction Centre, dry Flam Had- 

iqe Estate. SET Group (OlWO-iPiSlS). 
Antiques TrakGaette. 10171-930 *)57l. Go* 
env noil Auction Ne*s (0171-352 7300haEnc 
0891-6077001. 


COMEDY 

Hampton Court 


fr ^ K ffnapiy* ma aympwuy wiohuh 

Vmlia Cancata. imtghi 7 -30|pm. £5-CT. 
South Bank Centro. SEl (0171-960 4242) 
BR. ©■ Waterloo. 


EVENTS 

Arundel 


SCHEHIMGBlKHDff0 AT THE MITRE 

Mflion Jons. John Maiui A Dylan Moron. 
San SJOpa (0181 -979 9988) 15. cones £4. 

London 


SWUM CABA8ET ATTHE 8EDFDRB 

Paul B Edwards. Scan Men. Logan Murray 

& Andy Smart. Tonight 9pm. Bedford HilL 

(018 1-673 1756) 0 Balbam. £6, concs£4. 

CfffiCnfCUBlffUHffNSC^ 

Eugenr Chose tots Harry TOIL Milfoil 
Jones* PoulTboktown-Tbiiight 7.45pm. 
Houghton Street, WC2 U|17i-47l> IoT2i 
OHoBwrn-£6. dudrals £4. 
snmofFiWATBjraisBoaT'raEAmE 
Exd-.icum Phfl Hammond tSc.TS.mv Gardner. 
Tonight ftpro. Cfototan Street, WC1 (0171 -3SR 
8822) BR/O EustoO. f750l omcv£5Jft 
BP THE CHELA 

Andre Vacent MCk for Phill Jupitus. Mark 
Maier & Steve Murray. Tonigln 9pm, Crock 
Road (018 1-858 J582) 

BR: GieemwdL £1 n. cones £8. 


Ml SHORE HILL 

ftmdhSrt*ftartit'nrafiaiartog«juanewof 
Borodin. PKtlwfirt and Jonacet'Hmight 
7.30pm. £S-£18- . , 

itartn BrtlteBa1Tlw*»liwpfa^^ 
v^ngr. ttkS o A?» cfan3=»- Sua 4pm. £5- 

ill. Wipnore Sored. W1 (0171-935 2141) 

0 Bond Stfcet'CtoordOretB. 


GonfedYb* Etto the 63 spodes ofbWs 
around this 60 acre site. 'Hrtay 9JGant- 
•Uflpra. £4, chad C,emcaB. 

Brass BritiMS Event Ira driWrefl trf da aff*. 
n-MfovtA Wriomfc Thw Mill Road (0191- 
4 (65454 1 Sxtav 9J0an»430pm. H child 
£2. cooes J3 ( 4- 30p-50p fo awer maisriah) 


Bridarater 


OPERA 

London 


Sraray-t StoraeltoWwSwm9 Hurden 
leads this workshop inspired mjazz; trail, 
African and paspd cradtoocm. Tfottoy 
10 -Warn- LZ30pin. £4. BridgmoerAra Come 
Caafo Street (0127M22700) Thday 3pm- 
5pcn. £15, cones £10. 


London 


UMXM COUSBHk EMBJSf JBOIOIHLiffOA 
TtoPBariFbtimPlnlip?to«rtsiatfn8af 

Bran's opera tn in Oqfoa.'toriehJ 7 JOpn. 

£>-£50. St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) 0 LrieeacrStjnariVClnrtog Cross. 
fitJJSL OP0M HJBKL WHLOWIA 
lta BdsraMr Manias A new prodariton of 
Tippett's opera, directed by Graham Vai. 
and wflii iotm TomlinSOT as King FisasT- 
■Brn^bi 7pm.£J-5tL£7a Cored Garden. 
WG (0171-304 4000 ) 0 CovesU Garden. 


lta Lmfeu BAH Fsk Everything for the pro^»». 
tive bride and poom. Aleuadm Rdace Vfood 
Green N22 (0181-365 2121) BR: Atezamto 
Palace- Today & Sure I0am-5poi, D- 
Gosptl Yteriahop & taeart Wbikshnoj led V15LD 
Frazier. Christ Oturdr Fhchbary Grove N5 
(0IS1-.M1 443])-&AnenaL Tbday 2pat-f^ 
(Workshop). 7-Vpm (Ganoen), £5. woes £3- 
lift BhMm OUntom Ltoe perframancea bran 
)Knt End Skms, a tor of eeichriiies aad a 
toorta Icntoee. OrpRiee Jicka Back Lefces- 
KrSq (017 1-836 0971) Ibday L2Jnfm. free. 


WmaAaSiMJiover I5C cxhffwaB. Royal Htxrv 
cnfcixra! Hall, Vinccni Sq, Loodco SWl, tnmar- 
row (Adams Anriqucs raire 0 1 71-254 4054). 
AnteASoMtey: up to lS)rrtubvtore. wmomiw 
(IACF 01636-70232*). 

HmrCatteAriWto Edenbridge, KencFrid^- 
Sunday (DUW66UH). 

ImbMift ffaoalWkiPBt today and tanonw. 
Knrinmnh Boros (Juncorro 7 AJ Mg Stevr- 
nag: (Leonard Antiqurs Fart 0171 -486 5223). 
Inn AtdqEM- second Norwidi Fine Art and 
Antiques fiatr St Andrews Hafl. Norwich; 35 
5*uJofjoinil dealeis TliuisdayTiiiiunfay (Liz 
AUport-Lmnaii 01603-737631 ). 

UmaRi Btotol" Prrik Casdc Ocsunglon Eriii- 
hhfon Cenois. near Suunlay and Sunday 
fFotir in One 01455-233495). 

Uamrifa laicmter Ankpu to CeBackn: 300 
srands. Granby HaBs trentsnw (Tour fa Oae 
01455-233495). 

PatenMd AatopM: Town HaD. Pncrafiald, 
H ar mto u m tlMHte f talB tey tGamfin Ezfa- 
iwion Services 014S4fc2557), 

Suriny taSqan Mirtfet Knnjtoi Part Race- 
oouiae, Suiibury oa Thames, Tbesday: 250 
state inside, 250 outside (01932-24 1857). 
Sriny Canahsta! Oatbnte tericHrtet V/tj- 

bridge. today and KUHirn* (Wakefield 
Ceramics Brin 0190^776091). 

HmH si tt*nntan.ato.Iir»<toP: Park Lana 
HoTd.Pk»d^.UmdonWUlast*iyvainor- 
r (0181 -742 16UV ' 


church services 


Fourth Santo after Epiphany 


caatraWlTCflWWL- xui HC. 'Uthu Maiuu. Tte 
nirhi Rpv ELM. HanJtr I Ion 5uoe tnftaiiU. Mo- 
ld tor inwncrau i'CJ^kUk .\retekJoiii.. , .tJjBi 

tveBraap. ftarefl in 1* 8n*" BACpm tlepnifc *V 
fan DrMJ.Ouwlte. 

TBB^iWKia. Him RiSam I (C: Bbm SuiBi EiKtewL 

Ctitcnan took fltorifo- ranwiDrEtorafriNM- 
DUii; 1 1 Jten MoW^-Suali* J lnC;4(oa EiejauL 

Si ]ntn\ tHoaelM. Canm Paul Hripmon. 


M am . CXrUOML: 7.40am Vlanre: Sam HCS Khm 

CfenalEudiiinL Afim tarn (B.'dcfcyl. Gem ALc- 

od Rrdfcnc 3A(S»i E«ratof. Maptoeavo 
•we (LdfhMU. ‘.'ra* 1 W** 

na sr tawfB. a fitaaran uma* un hc. 

Camm Msrua Shaw, lifam Sine EuitanO. unaa 
Martin Star. 11. Warn On ml CunrnUD'B. Mhm Ms 
juHlvinenrat rtflW'C 13 )*d Clrolfcw 
Koe. RuHxb m A Da*. 

CHBJCnMO CAlTfOltH.' '.Stun Monsa* fln«r; Kmi 
IJC, rtarUrv Jaapii /"nss SAtam EaJunu. Cjnoo 
David KiuJto 1 1 .L'am Sum: Encfomi. livhntiinC, 
The VL= Piowt (jpic Cbeal f'uocns- ttad in 
f] Cu»o Bom Thrmpvim. 

CaeSSIBianraiHi HC, ttwa Manm.7lKPic- 
ornlint I tea Suafi Eaetanu. Stem *4cmcVr 
1 LaqtUst, The Prwtl Vuar. JJOpoi fcwrtwiwt 
Win POHMUL- Ram HC. 4,45am vmc EnctarrA 
let SB awnaJ ttoll (Ban"-*) The TfLJSdrcr 
ILlSam Matim, 5Ulha« w F. Tta IXan. 3pn 
Evens.™*. Harare*! in A Halt '■-Wpm fcwitihe 5a- 
vke.llieJ'iwcntnr 

ELOKEra CBIOau. Sam HC. iai5im CustaraL 
DWi< fa E, ifc Barton Tbpm tjfam l*C; .-p® t'cen- 
njpe, LkKdtn A. 

( py t n feSi anaUL ifam HC: 1 flam Cairenral Eb- 
jonst MrravtovJl'^ilkJ. 17* ftnramr, JUUm) 


Mulinv, Hart* In F; 3 Jtpni Ewaoeg. 8bli in Bro- 
un, Crum Antlmy Ovh>nw- 

HPpammiHlHi : T_ntani MunifapPmcr ton HC. 
KLbfem stiny Eudoriy, Sdirisen m G, The Dean. 
.Vim Fcual EnaMK Ajitanjia i< Ortpatot aM 
Cuifaim Praccvuuo. Steitimti fa G reSfaei EkTOIK 
Scmcu,Cuwn Blchaid ILomn. 

BUM, (tetri Ctedk umHL'4 Item Msua-. Bnlirn 

ni£.Tbf Anfafcaet«ll.l J a n' Sii n gli‘tonri>'.M&- 

sa aediv Omni iCVnldDi. Caom Lrlfeonaa. Opm 
Evewnf. Crifcpusn tepde iHrwelhL 
IwaaroCUBML.WMC. VJteoRuabCDB- 
-■«», PemJJcU maalMautwi Thc Rev Mu? 
MCVor. Um Suoe UdomL MfoaloerotTsWabJ. 
CuMiJjnr Hedeev. hJIfem Earenof. Htafc ta 

C.TTie Rev lata HuUaa. 
jBCadWaneatL lain HC yew Mara.Uaini* 
10 o, inJnnm Mny EudnmL i-wjhaa wdftsto m 
ti nwiof .Cum Ednni l«s 3 15pm Ewsnwop. S» 
oad MTcioc ftaMmnh 5pm In&riaiilCrnuif hyPr 
Bptigl A MtikM- 

ST UHBHBBtWL-ta™ HC: rilSan Pali* Eaton. 
Atofahh sml Mitasuap ftal iCibhuv). T7«f Bt- 
ftulnr. {turn Mania Slanfnnl in B fin. Ruk'H R*l- 
V,er lilSpta HCObtopm CwaMOip. Wnl io E tbt. 
TbeChapbia. 

maoCHABHIL Sam 1IC. ‘**n Maiio*. The Uto- 
i»ic tibm 5uon twJuiui. Mto anenu Oretl 
muncrafhdpJ™*'- The CtrewJir.'IM Ewawep. 
jinn bwi 1 BmH. The [tau. 
maaiaenSMlttiWi, HC, IU.Vm .»t ram. Sua- 
tiBdlitPtta.'nwlL-iChaiie.SlraantllJCtaatai- 
ritwivi. Mbaabre-nilPataariiar. vJQpmE^mwae. 
MjpJalw service (LenJunnv IV He* Grttam 
Trenlm. 

WBOSItRCDtOa*L')3ttoFaniiHELd<anacOu^ 
Q.,1. ttfart-- ILI-Hom Smc ) jutanj. tfea In hem- 

mnSaicil DremitofKn*<*in).Cai«™tauiMac>fan- 
de Jim tiveasuiyu Cttebcua earns (daump 
6 Jifem CuoereMfwd Suvtts. Ths .SnMuna 


CMWt Uantril UMnt 7_Vbm Marts and Llunr. 
SrtIL* Eudorist TV Bo. J J ItafrmHanze^uii 
Parts*! bactaiAi. The Deoa Him jimp Codunsl. 
DariJrmtLTlieCawom lte*fcnu:. IJ-lStnaHnly 
Eixiuiur. JJiipo Chmal Evumof. Snow,™ in Ar 
rexpis ReaJmpand Miwc. 

KMWT OTSEDKL' Mm HC; IQ-HUm ttopimD. 

Greaief W taltl &.< (Ran rlletaaJK'S.Wpn Sam £■» 

teJ. Mass kit liw v.eve» IUjtUi 
STUNK G snOML ’Gann Mranm? Prayer. Am HC; 
9 nmri.'Srmifrentoit VGaooo/BonihSereite. 
TV Mio.1 Ctoo: u.lfora Chord EitoM.Sun». 
dan la F.^ The Ca»K epet dural Eremvang. rV® 
10O.Tfa.Cwrt. 


HEKLOraOlterateli Vt^.'ClhlO Funh Mb*. 
JlamSdlrms -ULssinpan VtaM. 


ST PUTS cHltnUL -Jm HO rs-*5am Marini.' (to 
S sag tudmiu. M») hrirt* iTakuriml. Can»fn 

Mtato Sbmi* J Ltpa Ewtoih*. Wood b t Canw 
Mtrtoe i Sjm4: npm Onccsan B riiitm i to taa» 
paste ita MSbimij ur tUchanl. 13V4 BeJ»y> rt Lun- 
Jon. 

■ ai ' IBBIT a AASB 8am HC. item Mart*. Cntictto 
icyale iHmMlfal.TVRev I rft lloniden: ll.lfom 
.Ibljey^ EucfauW. M«sm btreu^ (Vi^tton). Crew Am 
rfasiy ffancp Ewan?; MuniU a L- Canm 
Anlhoov Haney: 4 Ctpm^ lfaotaL CWfatiam 

no- p. »>pin EceiaavjSjn«:.17«c fctvteny fireten. 

srarawn email' 'tin Cuttama; t limUnral ter 
dimiu. Mtaa rlcnin ChreJi muneia irafoarttak 
Cawm Dmil Pouter. Jpo fc»OB^4. Jutann fat*. 
ThcPimusL ... 

BESmCItB COKBtfL Jam. fom, ‘•am Maw Item 
Murefag Prefer liLKIen Sutaart .'to lfc>« into 

«ej» banen DrsnnnatRiihhmt 12^jM».3JtlI«l 
Stows Vapos ami RnscdteUrt Mamfiou psrti 
tmt tlWatnaa). UtCrm Crjpt 1 Hralol h> Jowj* 
t'nJfaa ami AaJrew KcuS 5-Minir "pisMaii. 


OBKHILOF IO Milan KmMMlM. Mmoim 
Row), 1 «»>*, V-ti o^snoni MjW 1 Lan rwtaclin*- 
ge, hasutpc dnsimti Ohnnl Mmc urns m Oitat. 

are&areB wmbbiw of va uraaerug om- 

te OrttoM. Emnooic Omtens. LnoAre SW?: 
inJTtam Drebir LitsiiB'.CTnual Minis of ihc luou 
sal Zmimm iniBhoK. wop in Chads Slawmsc 

aamuL at 'a ora octet OrMta 1 °™* 

RMLlantamWI) lOJUnm Dwlae I ilssrpy. Ikadv- 

M ml SatiuD Cfamf Mune. nine ti Cfanxh Stamm 


flNBMmtoCnflVSISMBLhcrna Canto. 
Laadm R'» Ham Moraiag fianvy. .AidtHdup 
Vtota GintmL 


Ctafri fafri. Si Ijems-i fUssa RJibsn HC: 1 USam 
Moran* Prayer, A ml toil <4 love I FVpptrwcti». 
Caws P£ Gray. 

Ifa DwADtoDltei S ob* S avoy il,U WCS Ujm 
Matsre. Here n Use fade daw (Hm*rib l, The CTujh 
W»,l2J0j«frC 

ctyd Inal Town ot Laadto ‘‘ LVam HC. Ham 
Mata*, Games dc Saba (HuriBi. Canon J.Q_M,91. 

Mutpfcr 

and Band, ttampicai Coon. n-Xtun HC t*m> 
Mato. Bnnen fa C JuBpm Emi-wif. Nrtte m B 
msisw. 

Qnyitattate 11.13am Dm* Sereioe. 
CnnteortoaL Ss wh/Wfley Sneet. w L Mia» HC; 
Han Suif Easterns*- Ma» te (he siecei i"BynJi.7ta 

to Ssnam llobh*. 

BmdaCtapit. «dttnpU>oB | ™d».S'*T' ti wh Milan. 
TtaChaplta. t^anHC 

fatelaraCfalaa.'SlhT* Ham Moorne Prayra.Wtan 
to ifcc tempi e Mmy wad lEtoiri*. Tta Rev Iw 
ten, 

ted tad Hp Bate Greenwich. SEW Una 
SaasEcdstto. Tta RrrlNaj**. 
AHateshyNilnara Byaanl Soed. EO: Ham Simp 
Eudsarint. Can™ Smtol Vm Curt. 


■ Satah Moigoivi SUweL WI: Sans Lem Mw 
tOJOaa Moramp Ptnjre; Item fC*li Mauv EVitor 
snG.tlie VUar a.VtpmGreiupmyer5 LSpmLno 

Macs. 

atato, Poory Bri<Jpr. SWA: Sun HC; 5 Jflsm Saif 
EKhtoC llJOam FamOy EnduruC tpm Sun* 
Ercfoonp. 

Htefa', Unplum Ptae. Wy lai? HC: Uam. Tta 
Rev Dr John Sloic ijJOpsn. The Hev John Cnofc. 
MaWCBaa.OUCtaiieiirt«i 5WJ: ts«a H'Z. 
Ittasn CKWrcn's Scnort Ham Manna The Rev Dr 
P. Ehy. li,ISr™ HC! StoEreWon. Mi D. Rnyce. 
(teMBfafitumpmn Road. SWT; tan He. TV Hr* 
Nicky Lee; I In* tirtormal StrvjttTh Rev Ns±y 
Gnnmci: Spin. iJDpm Lnfannal Sti™, The Rev 
Samfr .\Bfar. 

My We* Prtntr Caown Road. SWT: aAtem Eu- 
dnthc 11am Ctaraf Monsfnp Prayn. The Etc* 
LEJ4. CtaMt llftfpui EodsarisL 

Mflto'SfaraSM.SWUUSmiiK) Ham Sung 
fisdWD*. SamtiM m E TV toeua. 

3 Jlfca hi nra Hottws. EC1: •* Jumn Suae Maw 

J Iran Sotom M*» and ConfomaUon. Dwrtk in D, 

TV Bictop of Etoaurt 

3 Nutefa Ahtota, EC3- laJCtun Sang teW. 

UnlntWi 

SUsfert, RetlSIi ixl. EC4;ll*ai Choral Muni*. 30U 
Eadmta.Cannn John Oats*. 

S flteM Bra. Snmf, I lam Muk. O iSni, 

■ten fbraiappcaies* {Monti 1.1V He* PHeraA 


UP- 


a Outot'j. PtsM^sdr Gatdon. 5WS. IfomHC Ham 
Sunt; EwhartU. Mam O oapastn mvucnuni iMe- 
■oftal.ThellcvftOT. 

SfaRtifaTtastosmy: UtamStettatoul Fefate 
JmeiC h34pm ERMWfb 
SGteirt.HamwSqniK. WLWCam HC Ham 
s ^ff - PrjWrej. Wtalkstt in G-TV Boaoi. 
afetoi. EtamSi:K3lfa» HC: HmnSnn&draw. 
TV Itev SraaCaifae 3 Aten Eantot Rto*- 


.Mas«catfiB.Ma^HC;Ul.XtaalA*n- 

fat Wnrsfan; tL®Jpoi Enmfag Prate. 

Steam Gtottite, Gnrtck HDL EC*; WJttemSwfe 
EoCtmiM, Tho Rff> i>hn P*uL 
Ittor'c Hjefc ArtOosenL WltiBBsHC; Jtt® 
Pamti Comssanaon. The Rev Jnflyn 'fcny. oJU^n 
fivnum Soria:. IT* Rm Ttadifcm ff* 1 **^ „ 
BkteL MarhrttS Brew toy, EL% I lam ta* Ser- 
toawaleNoJfftaodtt. The BeyDamlRtoai*: 
roupsts HC.Tta Rn* Dsnd Ridnwh. 

bfeto M ttete XWB. tteln RC; njOrni FuMi 

CoDflHdlC 

es tltyrd). TV Vkar. 

3ltelV*Y Street, SWk tai HC aatemMora 
mg prayo and HC Van^mn WfflUnB in G raw. 
Tv Rev Derek WjUrar fc_*ttun Erenfag Pcsja. 
StevmtefartKLoro TbamaSn«.EC3t Uam 
Storass Mom 

Bte*mri.Wam«mierAtor Il*mSn«EwhariH, 
Mai cmmartiu (Rssbbra), Canon CtevU HoK- 
Stertfa nm»i <Vk Road. KWLtaHC °4fam 
(tiadyGsonmaoKUaaSaiip^Pritmt.Mmibre- 

ris iTkalate*!. The Rev Affhanf 9uw- 
MatafateiMMic. WC= tar HC J*.4Sam Ssetarift 
TtaRovBemhudSchgiKinwm I LStem WkhbW 

London Sortcc. TV Be» Bemhanl SchOnenuiin; 

245pm CMbcic tarto. TV Bev Often Lm* Spa 
Chral EitoiHGtriAfem E*eafa|Se«vsoe.The Vte- 


SltariMtefa. Vkearme tJaie. w» Sam HC9.Xh» 
Purali Eucfauia.'nK Wear. 1 1.15am Ctod Mfltdri, 
TV Riv E tfaft l2.«toHC*».V4»Ettoi*A77» 
RevFGcB. 


9 Buy antotaa. Kennliifion (fart Road. SEU 
v.Wii Moraiin: Prayer, lOun Pmuh Mam 0 
Midiod Hart; tans Mb. 

Sltery) Brmc Street. SWl; tan. IftmjLtoMmR 
Ham High Mu Mata Soto lohamns dc Deo 
(Haydn L Caum ftha fOfaagfaa. 

Sibyl. Ptoroc H0LNW5. fom HC- ULKba Parish 


Endarta, Mia tea Sami's Dm (JacknmL'n* Rw 
Mm OKtow (tsmSeantefe far IWleaeae 
Stlfctail telM teak. fMlocd Pak W4; gmn HC. 
(flam PWtiJi Etoate tsjflpu Ewmenfi. 

S NUnaTi, Cheater taaare. SWl: tattanCMUren'i 
HaH How. 1 ha HC Makota Manna: 7mu Intev 
to Enarim ta Ite CToto MamfanD. 

3 Pm. Ewfan RMd. NW1: LOJOan Step Mmk 
6pm Owral Ewewong. 

Star*, Mini Ptnse. SWl; 8ms. tan HG Hem 
SohtoEtetariaLCoBesiun rejak (HaweJb|,TV 
Rm Cfafaipbci CmuttoiL 
Btal EUan Septan, SWJ: EUSim HC2 KUmta* 
Dy Endvriat; l Um Sung Endodo. ft WP. Reyea. . 
fl MA Smmiham, 5W te 8am Lo» Mate IQJOun 


UJOcaa MfaK jjflp»Stennifc*p«i.QBmwoooD- 

to«m(HiBfl)!«pA7fMM4»- 

tta ate Stated aoMartofaSmtaa tMtag: Em 

SE» •>45*«S)toy! «lam THdentine Mass. 


- ECl: tik JOam, Antov 


Mutate in FifaXknS 

ColesescnksOHitoti). 


MJota'vC . ... . 

SJagtert. Gtomwter ttoasl SWP tern, tan Ufa. 
Maaa llam Sotena Mam. Joba tin st a ae (BUgteri. 


BMMfa tale Lone. BC2: 11. 

WnKtodCto«i(tiL 

tteteta i i Fieri SuoctEGt 
HC rw in F. TV Mater, 


9 fan* Mam 71*. 


HC.IUtesn 


flChtolirt Stem efSmtimd.PtotiireeL s«T: uoa. 
Am HC TV Rev John H. Mdadoc; CUOpm. fta 
KwW. AleeaAjerCahm. 

tom tm (Church or semtaaA. tarf street 
wc 1 1.15m. Tte Rev Stanley HorthJOran. The 
Jtev Dfano Ibnato 


telteritelta«fa8TtorasimeL WL-asn. loam 

Kami Ires S^Laite Wa. .Wnacmtee Doo (Cja- 

■eth. item. ^o. fart Mam. 
fan Biml Wi: 73Q0Bb BJfrus, lOarn Hus Ham 
Lnuii Man Mm* to itor mfcra tByrrin JiUpa 
Mam, Fr Vifltol HOK AlSfan, fatten Mem 
Qaftltat BreraiwnltaaL SWT. I 
Mk llam Stonn ' 


1.WI: UfamHCtVnukdSflp. 

r. TLam. Joim TWms fafffmi. TonyJmp**- '■ 
AatealttritetolUf nfetfamita), SWl; dam Morn- 
ire Ofanfap. TV Bcv Dr Peter Graves; SJOem 

Ewastog Prto, Tlw Rire Dr BnoeW GUstasa ‘ 

Meta Mob* »Bmm tata^n Ra. taapaaead. 
NWS: Ham, Tha Rev JnJUh WiteMligp: 7pm 
■fiatnO^Serefae. 

.rititeilhtembnnttan Ato5w«.W!Hto 

. faltetothe ttopeire Loadn. 

. Parifreka Qo(«l ®C. Si Mail’s Qana. CVI Marylc . 

.fame JtoA WL- lima. M2a MaiytOr- 

IK. Fropw Lane. UWJ, Ho, TJsa'Bcv 
DnsammodCClopk. - • 

ShteT MG. Hoflbwmfc KUQwa Morami Stnte 
fa-VtoEwatiap Stoke. . ; 
a kmtk t a tan (Sndety of St W» XL artertra: 
-BnotiL H>. JQna. lten'EasSUrtol Loan Mto 
StalaAto riadtartni, Cnaimm fan. ECL 
flmnCfMrat HCTV Rev Paul D. SctadCHx 7pm 
Jto vmpoav TV B« PjoJ D. Sttakrt. 

Vtol^lOtotoCuam»mli»>,Q«en Centime 
Smset. »fc lOASom TVAaefOweetorasofMan. 
TVRcv&C^eL 

ftoar^OtafMetfio<toLCSi.Ri«S.Ea:9.4Saei 
y; Horn Afosafa(tSgvieie.TteR« tal Knfiac. 


■■p sPrt-mu, I r MU IW HW, 

HtotiwOtoffadeptoe* Eva^eBusB. Bert- 
fagtoGtoBWt tlmn. bJ0pan.Dr JLT RendaiL 
taton DtoalfaHMgtot. SotediBiy Aaeama. 


1 Mm. Mum ru?e b«e fflwj; 


Wd t lam, ftJflpm, TVta ■ 

taiater* Mata Soocty of Fntot (gn*h«ii.5Z 
& Manlii'l Laor.TVC; liras Mtoim te Rtofap. . 
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staying in 



Television 

by Gerard Gilbert 


Radio 

by Adrian Turpin 


* 8pm BBC2. Are current 
environmental predictions alarmist? Meet 
some conservationists who think they are 
-and dangerous to boot (349356). 

Passtc Ships 8.30pm C4. We’ve had 
d-i05! c Cars ’ Cfa ssic Trucks and Classic 
■'r, n ,“?'w th l sh| P s and yachts that 
inspire. DJ John Peel, a little oddly, is the 
narrator (3i 65). 

Cuffing Edge 9pm C4 (above). The stories 

SfJSKL p ^P ,e who b*ew the whistle on 
illegality and malpractice (9436). 

The House 930pm BBC2. The manage- 
ment has a showdown with the ctvorus, who 
are dressed in Hebrew costumes at the 
time. Surreal (159127). 

Him: Second Serve (Anthony Page 1986 
US) 10pm C4. Vfenessa Redgrave in toe 
dual role of Richard Raskind and sex-eftange 
tennis player Renee Richards (650837). 
Inside Story 10.40pm BBC1 (above). Mora 
on Caroline Beale, the Essex woman who 
tried to smuggle her dead baby out of Amer- 
ica. Bad or mad? (914301 ). 

Under the Sun: Painted Babies 930pm 
BBC2 (above). A took at the beauty -contest 
circuit fbr foCs In the Southern United States 

-a tale of driven parents and ambiguous 
ideas about childhood (557384$). 

FHm: Nadine (Robert Benton 1987 US) 
10.4Opm (TV. Shakey married crouple Jeff 
Bridges and Kim Basinger puli together to - 
solve a rnuider (6381832). 

The Big Idea Il;15pm BBC2. The 
Independent's Andrew Marr meets Francis 
•'end of history’' FukuyafTTa Y654895)- 

Seasiders . 9pm C4. - FtyHwv-toe-whatsit. 
documentary, series about a suromerihoii- ■ 
day camp hdbr Scartiorou^i. It ain't toe : 
Royal Opera Hoi^e, but It is a lot of tun. 
Themoral?fflgar.srhaU~dorrt.Iet a cam- j 
. era team anywhere near you (9352). 
Annie's Bar 930pm C4 (above). New polit- , 
leal' soap opera --set around a House of 
Commons watering hole,' arid filmed just 
before transmission for maximum topical- 
ity From the production company headed 
by Prince Edward {23402). 

Paul Merhm in^alfori ahd SimiKon’s..: 

tins: Th^ enoughi . . 

hbwevBr,yp»d ; ;rage k gg)2)/ : ^ 

RfoiiTheS^ htySuroess .(Hetoert 

fjbss 1987.US)930pni' : BBCl-f8bove).. . 

- Mfchael J.f6x Kjes'fiwn post boy to 
boardfoofru artd wins'the: girl (Helen 

Slater) in yuppfefantaor supreme 
(72482J& - 

Tahiti in a Cold Climate (8^5pm R4). St 
Ki]aa,a wind-cursed hunk of granite 50 
miles west of the Outer Hebrides, must be 
f?ne of the most inhospitable islands ever 
jived on. This documentary explores toe 
island’s sorrowful history. 

The Rertft Lecturer Interview (8.30pm R4). 
What would Lord Reith have thought of the 
Professor of Language and Communication at 
Oxford giving , lectures in his name? Jean 
Aitchison introduces herself before her talks 
on the possibilities and pitfalls of language. 

Folk on 2 (7pm R2). How did Bob Dylan 
get has first big break? Carolyn Hester tells 
Jim Uoyd about the day hey hamionica-play- 
ing father couldn't make a recording, so she 
sent for an irwiperienced your®stand-ia Tlw 
stuff of which rock'n'roll legends are made. 

Cause CB&xe (930am RAX The series that 
gives human interest a good name returns 
with the tale of Patrida Caswell, who spent 
two days trapped, in an ice cavern with her 
son and the body of her husband after an 
Alpin&ciimbing holiday went horribly wrong. 

Beffln Me tip Scotty (R4 lOam). John Peel 

si« 3 s away ffonrpop rouac to boldly venture 
torcSgh spece-agepop culture from 1929 to 
1999/Nwty did ttre forward-looking cptim ism 
of Dan Dare give way to retrospection and 
cynteferririn the I?70s ar^ 1980s? 



BBC1 

7.05 JSS Road to Wembley (/?) fS» 

8.15 Suenos- World Spanish (4198374). 

8 JO Breakfast with Frost (81138), 

9.30 The Big Question. Mark Lawson talks to Lynda La 

Plante (S) (3007022), y 

945 First Light Liberal Democrat MP David Alton 
discusses his faith (SJ (451490). 

10.15 See Heart (S) (506729). 

10.45 The French Experience (S) (1 638935). 

11.00 The 11th Hour. New tricks for old dogs (S) 
(48664). 

12.00 CountryFile (S) (73490). 

12.30 On the Record (41 003). * 

1.30 EastEnders Omnibus (SJ (5103480) * 

2.55 Australian Open Tennis. Highlights of this 
morning men's final (4367480). 

3.45 Match of the Day Live - the Road to Wembley. 
Live coverage of the FA Cup fourth-round tie 
between Sheffield United and Aston Villa (S) 
(59927461). 

6.05 News; Weather (602664). * 

6.25 Local News (4089351 

6.30 Songs of Pratee. Sir Harry Secombe visits 
Dumfries (S) (722041). * 

7.05 Antiques Roadshow. From Stirling University, 
where finds include a first edition of Beatrix 
Potter’s Peter Rabbit (SJ (69) 732). * 

7.50 Pie in the Sky. Fisher asks Crabbe to investigate 
the rising number of garden thefts in Middleton, 
forcing him to team up with the National 
Horticultural Division (SJ (695119). * 

8.40 News; Weather (731480). * 

9.00 A Mug's Game. Excellent new drama from Donna 
Franceschild, who gave us one of the best new 
dramas of last year, Takln' Over the Asylum, set on 
Scotland's west coast See Preview, p28 
(301409). * 

9.55 Ruby Wax Meets Imekta Marcos. The title says it 
all, as La Wax begins a new series of celebrity 
interviews. See Preview, p28 (S) (747848). * 

1045 Everyman. The returning series takes a look at 
Christian Channel Europe, the first American-style 
religious satellite channel in Europe. See Preview. 
p28 (591916). * 

11.35 BID Under Rre (Roger Spottiswoode 1983 US). 
Photo-joumalist Nick Nolte goes on assignment to 
Nicaragua to cover the Sandanista revolution 
against President Somoza and abandons his 
neutrality. A smart, well thought-out film, co- 
starring Gene Hackman, Joanna Cassidy Ed 
Harris (as an American mercenary) and Jearv 
Louis Trirrtignant as a sleazy Frenchman working 
fortheCIA(497J57J. 

1.35 Weather (2 740078). To 1.40am. 


BBC2 

7.30 Children's BBC: Rupert 7.35 The Adventures of 
Skippy. B.00 Playdays. 8.20 Grimmy. 8.35 
Jackanory: Here We Go! 8.50 Felix the Cat 9.10 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles. 9.35 Phantom 
2040. 9.55 Highly Sprung! 10.25 Grange HilL 

10.50 Agent Zand the ftnguin from Mars. 11.15 
As Seen on TV. 

1145 Star Trek (R) (1222393). * 

12.35 Fantasy Football League. Dani Behr and Danny 
Baker are the fantasy managers (6288393). 

1.05 Singled Out US dating game (32626645). 

1 JO Regional Programmes (34374). 

2.00 BB9 Mrs Miniver (William Wyler 1942 US). You 
can either laugh at this idealised Hollywood 
version of middle-class British stoicism in the 
teeth of the Blitz, or you can ditch toe 
propaganda, ignore toe accents and enjoy it at 
face value - as well-staged melodrama , starring 
Greer Garson as the housewife superstar, holding 
her chin high as husband and son go to war 
(46017157). 

4.10 Ski Sunday. The men's downhill from Sestriere in 
Italy (S) (81 791 19). 

4.55 Rugby Special. Fifth-round high lights from the 
Pflkington Cup, including Newcastle vs Harlequins 
(S) (1993515). 

5.55 Natural World. Wildlife in toe Arctic fSJ 
(1493 74). 

6.45 The Big Trip. Continuing the travelogue series 
following three couples as they make long 
journeys in different parts of the worid. This week, 
Andrew and Matt reach Guyana, while Helen and 
Alison are still in Thailand (SJ (43291 6). * 

7 JO Timewatch. How Sir Francis Drake met his end. 

See Preview. p28 (793799). * 

8 JO In Search of Power (21 3 799). 

9.10 The Tourist History of the holiday camp - that 
invention of toe 1930s. Sir Fred Rjntin and Lady 
Butlin are among these interviewed (490867). 

10.00 BIS Leaving Normal (Edward Zwick 1 992 US). 
Bored housewife Christine Lahti and world-weary 
waitress Meg Tilley meet by chance in the town of 
Normal, Wyoming and decide to decamp to 
Alaska (SJ (983119). 

1 1 . 50 Weatherview (81 4409). 

1 1.55 Bffil He Walked by Night (Alfred Worker, 

Anthony Mann 1948 US). Richard Basehart is 
terrific as a psychopathic thief and electronics 
wizard who keeps tabs on the police by monitoring 
their radios in toiscultish, strikingly photographed 
B-classic (722374). r To 1.15am. 

2.00 The Learning Zone. 7o 7.00am. 

REGKHB. Wales: 1.30pm Welsh Lobby. 4.55 Scrum 5. 
Ik 1.30pm Now You're Talking. 1.55 Our 
Roving Reporter. 


ITV/London 

6.00 GMTV. 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News and 
Sport 7.00 The Sunday Programme (13044). 

8.00 Disney Club. Guests are the singer Johnna and 
rugby player Kyran Bracken (S) (351 90480). * 

10.15 Link. How disabled people are portrayed in 
literature fSJ (70130411* 

10 JO Sunday Matters. Can God and science exist side- 
by-side? Sue Cook and Roger Bolton ponder toe 
imponderable. Including 11 .00 Morning Worship 
from St Anthony's, Beeston, Leeds (S) (84732). * 

12.30 Crosstalk (62157). 

1.00 News, Weather (28747664). * 

1.10 Jonathan Dimbleby. Dimbleby and his studio 
audience cross-examine another public figure 
(8768577). 

2.00 QE9 The Trail of the Incredible Hulk (Bill Bixby 
1989 US). They said it Bill Bixby stars (21157). 

3 JO BWfl Dr No (Terence Young 1962 UK). The first 
and most faithful of the James Bond adaptations 
sent 007 Sean Connery to Jamaica. The one 
where Ursula Andress walked out of toe sea and 
into movie stardom (34225). 

5.30 London Tonight (412515). * 

5 JO News, Weather (781 157). * 

6.05 Baa Captain Ron (Thom Eberhardt 1992 US). 
Disney comedy that ought to be made to walk toe 
plank. Martin Short buys an old boat and hires 
sozzled pilot Kurt Russell to take his family to the 
Caribbean. Grim (S) (70950645). * 

8.00 A Touch of Frost A beautiful woman found dead 
in a car park leads David Jason’s dour tec 1 into the 
heart of a religious community (S) (8041). * 

10.00 Lights, Camera, Action: A Centenary of the 
Cinema. Special effects. And we don't mean 
Michael Aspel's year-round tan, but how they turn 
day into night, make it rain on sunny days and all 
that stuff (Si (4848).* 

11.00 NeWs, Weather (Followed by London Weather) 
(495003k * 

11.15 Spitting Image (S) (192003). 

11.45 Compass. Travelogue. Two keen fishermen go in 
search of the coveted Golden Mahseer, a prized 
Indian game fish (R) (168206). 

12.45 BIO Escapist (Eddie Beverly 1983 US). A radio- 
station owner attempts to emulate his hero Harry 
Houdini and promote his flagging station. You’d 
best escape to bed (102981). 

2.25 Cue t he Music. Die Byrds (6639558). 

3.25 BBS The Big Land (Gordon Doi^ias 1957 US). 
Cattle owners and grain farmers join forces to 
bring the railroad to Texas. For insomniacs and 
Alan Ladd fans only (785165). 

5.00 1TV Sport Classics (RJ (24691). 

5.30 News (42900J. To 6.00am. 


Channel 4 

6.25 Trans World Sport (R) (830891 6). 

7 JO Take 5. With The Magic Roundabout, Bush Tails. 

Natalie, Ivor the Engine and Joggy Bear(S) 
(3085770). 

7.45 The Magic School Bus (SJ (30848). 

8.15 Hong Kong Pbooey (4114312). 

8 JO Stunt Dawgs (9354664). 

8.55 Biker Mice from Mars (RJ (93 73799). 

9.20 The Secret Wbrid of Alex Mack ( S ) (4958645). 

9.50 Earthworm Jim (SJ (1420848). 

10.15 Saved by the BeU: The New Class (1243577). 4 

10.40 Wise Up. Kids make their own reports, including a 

12-year-old dyslexic who briefs an ad agency to 
help him promote better understanding for 
sufferers (S) (4773003). 

11.15 Rawhide (708585). 

12.15 Mission Impossible (355645). * 

1.15 Football Hafia. Parma vs Intemazionale 
(63093409). 

3.30 Short and Suite (2605867). 

3.40 Hid The Outof Tbwners (Arthur Hiller 1970 
US). New York does its very worst to visiting Ohio 
businessman Neil Simon and his wife Sandy 
Dennis: strikes, blizzards, uncooperative locals 
and, of course, a mugging. Neil Simon wrote the 
original screenplay and it all probably seemed so 
much fresher in 1970 (222393). * 

5 JO HoByoaks. Last Monday’s episode (R) (SJ (428). 

6.00 The Persuaders! Danny buys a country cottage 
(38190). * 

7.00 Time Team. Tony Robinson goes underwater- to 
the spot where, 20 years ago, a teenager scuba 
diving off a beach in Devon found a 400-year-old 
bronze cannon on the seabed (3119). * 

8.00 Wired Worid. Peter Curran presents this 
somewhat conventional global media view (how 
about a media series looking at the fast- 
approaching future?). This week has items on 
underground Nigerian journalist Babafemi 0 
Jundu, life with toe Newbury bypass protesters 
and In dia's first gay TV movie (S) (5747). 

mn flWH Chisum (Andrew V McLaglen 1970 US). 
Cattle-rancher John Wayne isn't going to take toe 
injustices of land-grabber Forrest Tucker anymore 
(74294683). * 

1035 Super Bowl XXX: Pittsburgh Steders vs Dallas 
Cowboys. American football. If you can make 
head or tail of this sport, and don't merely think it 
looks like Rugby League played by Village People 
extras with no knowledge of offside laws, then no 
doubt you’ll be hooked enough to catch the annual 
extravaganza, live and exclusive from toe Sun 
Devil Stadium. Gary Imlach is, naturally, your 
guide. See The Big Match , p28 (2 8038041). 

To 3.30am. 


ITV/Regjons 

Mflll 

Ax London coast: 12J30pmJamu3Bond Junor H523S71 
ZOOCtxrtiyiMte C27Sn 230 Cartoon (3812B5&). 2-45 
Rta Casta GortS/udwOT/7777m 5.10 Duty fit® 
167628481 11-45 An: N&tmae at EStter Geek 
(2750221 L30am Hod Babylon (70663681 2-lQam 
Late and loud (65 37146}. 3.10am Shift (9148B1 31 
4.10am fumy Business (789/63681 4>tO-5-30am 
Rhm My Town (39599001 

TWETBVTOMSWBE 

As London except: lZ25pm Tyne: Newsweek 
OB3 73 1 91 nrte; Yan Can Oook (383686 71 200 Mur- 
der. She Wrote (37335961. Z55 Fflm: Carry on Cwv 
sjaHe (772735671 4J0 The RWuad Whitetey Show 
(53389541 1L45 F*n: Return to the Blue Lagoon 
(7557701 140am An: EX Hi Bhod (788360971 425- 
S30am JoMtnder (3 75369 U. 

cams. 

As London wept: 1230pm Central Newsweek 
(S295683L 230 m, Your Shout (27531 230 High- 
way to Heaven (9782954). 325 Ft kre Conttaman 
(59555428). 5.05 Cxtoon Tine (40709541 5.15 Our 
House (B494091 11-45 The War (X the VArtte 
0658481 12-40am Night Shift (684/707). 530am 
JoUnfer 02398941 520-530wn Asian Eye (3338320L 


As London except 1235pm MsL- Vfei Eye View 
(38273391 Mtfet AreHra Kay (38273391 2-00 MfesL- 
The kftfcte Ages (27531 Wfete® Walsh Agenda (27511 
230 Wtest: Wtest Match PL* (7701 Mftte; Soccer Sun- 
Osv (7701 330 Mtei- VWA Tbu Wen, Hem..? (38861 
Vtete: Survive! (388®, 330 Are The Dog Who Slopped 
the Wbr (5846451 5.15 BapfedCatf (8494091 11 j 45 
Fine NSghtmae at filter Geek (275(3221 L30am Ho- 
ld Bahjfan(706S368l ZlOnn Late and loud (5S37I4Q. 
3-1 Dam Shilt (9148813). 4.10am rimy Business 
178976368). 4^O£30am Ate My Town (395990Q1 

HEHXM 

AsEondon ocepfe 1230pm Seen Days (92633901 23X) 
Wish Ybu Ufee Hem..? (27531 230 Fbn: Funny Got 
(655844281 5-15 Ot (5 wfth Dunbar (8494091 11-45 
Rut Ntftmtre at Bitter Creek (2750221 130am Holel 
Babylon (70663681 230am Lute and Loud (65373461 
330am SNR (93488331 430am Funny Badness 
(789763681 440-530)01 Arc My Tout (3959900). 

Hsiconmnr 

As London except: 1230pm Westcountry Update 
(6295683). ZOO The MrifleAes (27SI). 230Wsst- 
courtry Weetand Match (7701 330 Are A Star te Bam 
(537333381 5.05 VAstcountiy Cameos (40709541 
5.15 Getaways (8494091 11.45 Fiat: Nightman: el 
Bitter Creek (2750221. 130atn Hotel Babylon 
(7066368). ZLOam Late and Loud (65373461 
3.10am Shift 01488131 4.10am Funny Business 
(78976368). 4^530rofteMyTh»n/3S»59SCPA 

Stt 

AsCftacqpt 855 Dems 09647321 9H01he Seoet Wbrtd 
dNetMacH(7SO}8671 MDMMueUiB602577) 1030 
Hdyoste (6852 7701 1U5 The tov&R (708583. 105 
Rwnd a Round (3245351 L45 Rap (767702251 Z1Q 
Tocyn Tymor <37986451 300 Are Sunrise (304413741 
SJOO WM BrfBti ff645l 530 Rotx* y Gam 079236451. 
725 Dertvau Canu Decfrau (4663391 735 NMyridon 
(3294091. 83» Two (2880031 050 Y ftrc (32SJ 39). 
900 SatfiArYSU <5943571 1005 San Stefiar (829 J 381 
1025-1005pm Ctosed Mondays (62233 21 


Radio 


Radiol 

(97.6-99JMHZ HD 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Soul on Sunday 

4.00 UK Top 40 7.00 Signs of the 
Times 8.00 Radio I Rock Show 

10.00 Andy Kershaw 12.00 AIbs- 
tair Whitehead 4.00-6.00am Clive 
Warren 

Radio 2 

IMrWJUHiTV) 

7.00am Don Maclean 9.05 
Michael Aspel 10 JO Hayes on 
Sunday 12.00 Desmond Carring- 
ton 2.00 Benny Green 3.00 David 
Jacobs 4.00 Those Beautiful 
Ballad Years 430 Sing Something 
Simple 5.00 Frank Topping 7.00 
Jeffrey Archer 8.30 Sunday Half 
Hour 9.00 Alan Keith 10.00 Tak- 
ing Notes 12.05 Steve Madden 

3.00 -7.00am Alex Lester 

Radio 3 

fiOJMMrFW 
6.15am Open University. 

7.00 Sacred and Profane. 

8.55 Choice of Three. With worid 
music specialist Jo Shlnner. 

9.00 Brian Kay's Sunday Morning. 
Rossini: Overture: The Thieving 
Magpie. Pachelbel: Canon and 
Grgue. Purcell: Morning Hymn; 
Evening Hymn. Brett: Ais Ich an 
emem Sonntagmorgen Frau Muller 
trat Vivaldi; Concerto in F minor. 
Glinka: Three Dances. Kreisler. an 
Rachmaninov: Liebesleid; 
Liebesfreud. Allegri: Miserere. 
Vaughan Williams: Partita. Mon- 
teverdi: L'Orfeo (excerpts). Com- 
poser of the week. Janacek; 
Prelude: The Makropulos Case. 
Brahms: SchlcfcstesHed. Schubert 
Grand March In E Bat (D819 No 1). 
Dowiand: Lachrimae coactae? 
Lachrimae amardis. Beethoven: 
Symphony No 4 In B flat. 

12.15 Music Matters. 

1.00 News: From the Proms 
1995. Heinrich Sehfff (cello), 
Philadelphia Orchestra/Wolfgang 
Sawallisch. Wagner. Overture: 
Das Lelhesvertjof. Hindemith: 
Cello Concerto. Strauss: Em 
HBlbenleben. 

230 Spirit of the Age: The Sound 
of Sighs. 12/2). 

330 Harewood House Concert 
Marie McLaughlin (soprano) and 
Malcolm Martineau (pianoj. 
Songs and arias by Cavalli, 
Schubert, Wolf, Faur# and 
Rossini. (2/21 

5-OS Tha BBC Orchestras. BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra/ 
Jerzy Maksymiuk, Philip Fowke 
tpano). Khachaturian: Piano 
Concerto. 



Choice 


In Taking Notes (10pm), a R2 
Arts Programme special, Adam 
Sweeting of the Guardian 
investigates toe history of pop- 
music writing. In the early Sixties, 
it consisted of little more than 
rehashing record company press 
releases. Since then it has become 
possibly toe most influential form 
of journalism in Britain. 


5.45 The Sunday Feature: Orlando 
and Friends. 

6.30 City of London Sinfbnia. 

Bach: Brandenburg Concerto No 
6 in B flat Hindemith: Five 
Pieces, Op 44. Bach: Branden- 
burg Concerto No 2 in F. 

730 The Sunday Plays A View to a 
Haunt. 

935 Choir Works. Brian Wright 
introduces Berlioz's sacred trifogy 
depicting Christ's childhood. 
11.15-123 Qam Record Revtew. 

Radio 4 

QZ4-943B& FU. 198Utz IM 
6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papers. 

7.15 On Your Farm. 

7.40 Sunday. 

8-50 The Week's Good Cause. 

8.55 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9 JO Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

930 Morning Service. 

10.15 The Archers. 

11.15 Mediumwave. 

11.45 Sentimental Journey. (2/6). 

12.15 Desert Island Discs. 

1235 Weather. 

1.00 The Worid This Weekend. 

135 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 Gardeners' Question Time. 

230 Classic Serial: Sunset Song. j 
330 Pick of the Week. 

4.25 Asia Gold. 

5.00 News; Crimescapes. (4/6). I 

530 Poetry Please! { 

530 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'Clock News. [ 

6.15 Feedback. ; 

630 to Search of the National 

Interest i 

7.00 Children's BBC Radio 4: lattes i 

from the Asrilous Realm. J 

730 A Good Read. ; 

8.00 (FM) The Natural History j 

Programme. 

a.0QOW) Suenos - Vtald Spanish. : 
830 (FMJThafs History » 

8.45 (LWJ Francophottie. 

930 (FM) First Person Plural. 

9.15 OMO Short Stories in Spanish, i 


930 (FM) Flashpoints. 

930 CUN) Writer s Weekly. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Medicine Now. 

10.45 The Final Frontier. 

11.15 In Committee. 

11-45 Seeds of Faith. (1/6). 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: From 
Marrakech. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As world Service. 

Radio 5 

(03. 909 kHz MB' 

6.05am Straight Up 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday 
with Mair 1135 Special Assign- 
mem 12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 
The Big Byte 1.05 Baker and Kelly 
Up Front 230 Gary Lineker's Sun- 
day Sport 6.05 Jim and the Doc 
7-00 News Extra 735 The Add 
Test 8.05 Taking Drugs Seriously 
835 Asian Perspective 9.00 Dallyn 
worldwide 10.05 Out This Week 
1035 Crime Desk 11.05 Super- 
bowl XXX 3.05 Up Ml Night 530- 
630am Morning Reports 

Classic PM 

UOO.D-10L3Kftra3 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Classic 
Romance 12 .00 Celebrity Choice 
130 Alan Mann 3.00 Masterclass. 

4.00 Robert Booth 7.00 Book 
Browse 8.00 Classic FM Evening 
Concert. 10.00 Howard's Week 
1230 Andre Leon 4.00-6.00am 
Mark Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

nas. lSMHitfrKa misfit m 

6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
Paul Coyle 2.00 Nicky Home 6.00 
Mitch Johnson 10.00 Gary Davies 
23G-630ain Robin Banks 

World Service 

130 Worid News 1.10 Press Review 

1.15 Red Dwarf 130 Anything Goes 
230 Newsday 230 Composer of the 
fAjnto 330 Worid News 3.15 Sports 
Roundup 330 .Jazz far the Asking 

4.00 Neswdesfc 430 Off the Shelf: 
Frenchman's Creek 4.45 Red Dwarf 

5.00 Newsday 5J0 Andy Keraftaw 


Satellite 


SHONE 

630am Hour of ftrwer (61 138). 
730 Undun (J 04886). 10.00 
GhouHashed (41352409). 1145 
The Perfect Family (10056831 
1230 The Hit Mix (92312k 1.00 
Star Trek (78732). 230 Brisco 
County Junior (561 19). 3.00 Star 
Trek: W-yager (15799). 4.00 WWF 
Action Zone (94206). 5.00 Great 
Escapes (475JJ. 530 Mighty Mor- 
phtrr ftjwer Rangare (60441 630 
The Simpsons (7577). 7.00 Bev- 
erty Hills 90210 (39 867). 830 
Star Trek: Wyager (48515). 930 
Highlander (2875)1 1030 Rene- 
gade (38138) 11.00 Seinfeld 
(95935). 1130 Duchman 
(44374). 1230 GO Minutes 
(66691). 1.00 She-Wbtf o I London 
(9269U. 2306.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (6243146k 

SttMOflES 

630am It Happened at the 
Wbricfs Fa ) r (1963) (43480). 830 
Dodgp City (1939) (70799) 

10.00 A Child’s Cry for Help 
(1994) (84393). 12-00 Lost in 
Yonkers (1993) (53022). 230 
The First Men hi the Moon (1964) 
(166003). 335 Son of the Pink 
Panther C1993J (922916). 530 fn 
Your Wildest Dreams (1991) 
(77954). 7.00 Lost In Ybnkere 
11 993) (56747). 9.00 Murder 
Ore (201 19) 1030 Alistair 
Maclearfs Death Train (1994) 

( 542521k 11-40 Tha Movie Stew 
(8406641 12.10 The Favor 
(1994) (5868941 130 Just Be- 
tween Frauds (1986) (990894) 
3-40-630am A Better Tomorrow 
(1986) (79026148J. 

HOVEQHNIB. 

630am Scooby Doo and the Ghoul 
School (1988) (410221 830 Ww 
manoids (1986) (6J041X 1030 
Jumping Jacks (1952) (82935) 
1230 Meet Me in Las Ifejps 11956) 
(516641 230 Web of Deception 
(1994) (20732). 430 The Counter- 
feit Contesa (1994) (6732) 630 
Official Denial (1993) (3059Q. 

830 Maverick (1933) (52415138). 

10.10 Fkxite (1993) (7361381 
1230 Deep fed (1994) C 20992521 
1A0 Betrayed (195©) (7843201 
3 J5©J)0am One Wbmarfs 
Courage (1993) (25449788). 

SKY MOVES GOt0 
LLOOnmn State Fair (1962) 

(7 46641 2.00 hranhoe (1952) 
©47321 430 It Started irr Naples 

(I960) (70221 6iM The Man Who 
Knew Too Much (1956) (34596) 
830 Mr Mom (2963) (19041). 
1030 Ths Hand Earth (1964) 


(5974611 1L35 Peeping Tom 
(lp60) (1752481 L20335am 
The Seventh Seal (1956) (9285421 

UK 6X0 

730am Qve Us A Cbe (8703935) 
730 7he Pink ferther (4768157). 
735 Goingfcr Gold (5 J 54288). 
830 Spring and Autumn 
(62669351 830 tod MOB* 
Makes Fm? (62652061 930 IhB 
Pink Panther Show (7531848). 
9J.5 Dr Who (391538481 1200 
Doctor St the Top (62690221 
1230 It Akft Had Hat, Mvm 
(76309541 130 Film: She Vtoe a 
Y&Jfow Ribbon (70173741 330 
The BO Omnibus (39632339) 

5.15 Bergerac (44080022). 620 
Seme Mothers Do 'Aw 'Em 
(3893383). 730 The Rati Daniels 
Magic Show (4426463) 200 Miss 
Marpte; 430 from Ftidangton 
(589204281 IQJ5 The Bob 
Monktouse Show (51 198312). 
1L20 A Wry Peculiar Practice 
(80247511 1215 Reilly Ace of 
Spies (866977871 UOPibOcEye 
(89702871 215730am Shop- 
ping at Wtftf (367897071 

S» SPORTS 

7.00am American Cavatade 
(204801 830 Irtemational Motor- 
sport (90848) 930 Skiff Sailing 
(875151 1030 fef^V Union Up- 
date (677511 1200 Goals on Sun- 
day (246701 230 Hold the Back 
Page (92935). 330 GiBette Ward 
Sport Special (5022). 330 Interna- 
tional Motosport (810031 530 
Skid Satfing (7867) 530 Goals on 
Sunday (602683) 830 Champions 
of Sport (979691931 10.15 FA 
CUp Update (358390). 103& 
230am The Super BaM (68760411 

HO SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer Extra (9855751 ) 

11.00 Sports Unlimited 
( 7264041k 1200 Golf 
(3430805). 430 Ironman 
Triathlon (36004801 630 Sailing 
(2877041) 630 Wjrtd Pro Figure 
Skating (2999645). 830 Goff 
(2045596) 11.00 Snowboard 
Tour (4277461}. 1130 Sports Un- 
Bmted (8933393). 1230-LOQam 
Powerboat Wbrtd (3512271). 

LIVE IT 

930am AM Live. 1030 The Fash- 
ion Show. 1130 Video Box. 130 
A Wfe* tn Review. 230 Sport Live. 
530 Best of BtczbT. 7.00 Showbiz 
live. 830 A Week In Review. 9.00 
7he fashion Stow 930 Wdeo 
Box. 10.00 Stand-Up Live. 11.00 
The Sex Show. 1200 Stand-Up 
Liwe. 2230 The Sex Stow LOO 
N&X Hours 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


The era of Karpov and Kas- 
parov is drawing to a dose 
and every tournament now 
sees the pretenders to their 
crowns engaged in fierce 
jostling for position. 

Vladimir Kramnik and 
Vassily Ivanchuk have 
proven themselves as good 
as anyone in tournament 
play, but both disappoint- 
ment last time in the world 
championship qualifying 
matches, when Gata Kam- 
sky and Viswanathan Anand 
won through. 

And then there is Alexei 
Shirov. In a class of his own 
when it comes to raw imag- 
ination, Shirov - or Planet 
Shirov as he is respectfully 
known by his peers - is quite 
the most spectacular player 
around. 'Ey this game for 
size, from the current tour- 
nament in Wijk aan Zee. 

White sacrificed a piece in 
the opening, won it back 


Bridge Alan Hiron 

Love all; dealer East 
North 

♦ QJ 

<?A 10 S 64 

0AJ3 

+975 

West East 

♦A 4 3 +K2 

<?Q75 VKJ93 

01098762 OK 
+ 2 ♦ A Q 10864 

South 

♦ 1098765 
S?2 

0054 

♦ K J 3 

Speculative doubles can pay 
unexpected dividends. As Leo 
Baron once wrote: “If you 


with the unlikely 28-Bd8! 
and stQl had enough left for 
a mating attack in the 
endgame, with even his king 
m along a contribution. 

Wbttac Alaxel SMrov 
Blade Boris Getfasd 

Ie4c5 22Qg4b5 

2 Nf3 d6 23 Nf6+ Ke7 

3 d4 cxd4 240-0-0 Qxg4 

4 Nsd4 Nft 25 Nxg4+ Kf8 

5 Nc3 a6 26Bh6+Kc7 

GBe3e6 27Bg5+ Kf8 
7g4e5 28BdS Bxf5 

8 Nf5 g6 29 Bxc7 Nc6 

9g5 gsB 30 Nh6Bg6 

10 exf5 d5 31 Rd6 Nb4 

Ilgrf6d4 32 csb4 Kg7 

12 Bc4 Oxf6 33b4Rbc8 
13Nd5 Qc6 34 h5 Rsc7+ 

14 Bxd4 Bb4+ 35 Kd2 Be4 

15 c3 Qxc4 3fi Rgl+ KhS 

18 Be3 Ba5 37 Ke3 Bh7 
17Nffi+Kc7 38 Rgdl Rc8 
18Nd5+Ke8 39Nf5 Bc8 

19 N(6+ Ke7 40Rd8Bxf5 
20Bg5Bc7 41Rxc8+Kg7 
21 Ne4+ Ke8 42 Rze5 1-0 


don't sometimes double 
opponents unsuccessfully, you 
are not doubling enough." 

The bidding needs some ex- 
planation: East opened 2U 
(showing, in a modified Pre- 
cision Club System. 11-15 
points- the singleton O Kwas 
hardly full value - exactly 
four hearts and at least five 
dubs). South overcafl ed with 
24, West passed and North, 
dearly expecting more for a 
Two-level overcall, raised to 
44. Wheat his came round to 
West he chanced a double. 

The result was beyond his 
wildest dreams. He l«i his sin- 
gleton dub and ruffed the re- 
turn of + 10 on which declarer 


Perplexity 

Labour patns; 

If GRAMMAR minus 
SCHOOL equals HARMAN 
and each distinct letter in the 
sum represents a different 
digit from 0 to 9, what is the 
value of GRAMMAR? 

A copy of Lhe new Ijjrousse 
Desk Reference Encyclopedia 
MU be awarded to the first 
correct answer opened on 8 
Februaiy. Entries to: Satur- 
day Pastimes, the Indepen- 
dent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London EI4 
5DL. Entrants who misspell 
“‘Independent*’ or “Pastimes” 
Mil be unlikely to win. 

13 January competition: 

J times MAJOR = TORIES 
is solved as either: 7 x 59718 
= 418026 or 9 x 40968 = 
368712. So SMARTTES = 
24083712 or 65984026. 
Winner: A Dark (York). 


had played the jack. Although 
the return had been a suit pref- 
erence signal for a heart, 
Wrest sensibly switched to a 
diamond, for he knew that 
South held exactly one heart. 
Mistakenly, Sputh played low 
from dummy and, after win- 
ning with his singleton king, 
East returned his lowest club. 

Agam this was a McJCexmev 
suit preference signal and 
again West knew exactly what 
to do. After raffing, he fed his 

0 2. East trumped with 42 
and led yet another club for 
the defenders to make their 
two top trumps separately. 

U all added up to a 
delightful bonus of 800 points. 


I 

i 


I 
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Television preview 


RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND 
v by Gerard Gilbert 




Ruby Wtt Meets- SUr 9 . 5 Spn> BBC 1 
Everyman Sun 10 . 45 pm BBC 1 


-and^roin-M-Sr^ 


The big picture 

Something Wild 
Sat 10pm BBC2 


Lately there has been more interest in 
Melanie Griffith’s (above) private life 
than in her movies. Yet she is the 
marvellously wacko Lulu In Jonathan 
Demme's genuinely Imaginative 
comedy thriller, Something Wild. As 
her two partners - one strait-laced, the 
other psycho - Jetff Daniels and Ray 
Uotta both give lively performances, 
but it is Griffith's femme fatale with 
an unhealthy interest in bondage who 
steals the show. Like her hair, the film 
is not afraid to show its dark roots. 


I melda Marcos reads Heliot. We 'shouldn't be that country's parliament “One day, no doubt, we 0 . Robert Maxwell, in fact 

surprised, what with that magazines tendency to , have OJfor President,” quips Ruby. And one day, die* oeea . inaaes . t0 ^eoce, you proba- 

tar the world’s rich and famous with the.same air- no doubt, we’U have Ruby Wax Meetz-OJ Simpson ; -ttoW* SUSchersto test cancer cultures on your 
brush; infect it seems rather fitting- especially since' “Oh come on, OJ, let’s see the other glove-. . “Y i *««t owe vour limbs to medical 

the rather distasteful Ruby Wax Meets* “fcnekia The highlands and islands erf Sootland. we have been 

Mart^ (San BBCl) is a/feWo/ interview from holt- told countless times, .bom Whiskey Galore! to Local 
the fawning format brutally subverted, Whenlmelda . Hero to Hamah Macbeth, are populated by gently 
says of her late husband, “he was a great libertarian individualistic souls far removed from "the irksome 
and humanist”, you really don’t need Ruby winking realities of modem life. It’s an escape fantasy, of course 
at the camera. Kit then, subtlety is not Ruby's game, (in America they call it Northern Exposure), and one 
La Wax, would-be mistress of misrule, not only dis- that Donna. Francesciuld's excellent new fbur-part 
covers an old copy of HeUol in Marcos’g living room, . .drama,' AMifl^s Game (SunBBCl) has no truck with, 
but one with herself grinning impishly from the cover. This is a love story set among the grim realities of the 
The coincidence seems genuine, enough - and for- west coast fishing industry, and stars Ken Stott,' the 
‘ ‘ " ‘ * ‘ ■ ’ from FranceschBd's 7 hkin 1 Over the 

Scottirivbom Irishman come home to 
sort out an ailing fish farm. 

Alright, class. Hands up who can tell me how and 
where Sir. Francis Drake met his maker? Tbnewatcb 
(Sun BBCZ) reveals that it was off the coast of 
Panama, where the ageing privateer, heavily 
depressed at having failed to steal the Spanish silver 



deuces. She doesn’t exactly admit to her husband’s 
coinplierty in assassination and torture - or their asset- 
stripping of the Philippines for 20 yeaxs - but 3he docs 
show Ruby her collection of shoes: Mts Marcos, hav- 
ing successfully fought off charges against her in New 
York, is now installed back in the Philippines and in 


students to play practical joteswnn. p 

Magic’s “Magic of the Mummies (Sat 1 C4^an im 
nSedty feSating overview of Pharaoh entora- 
P ?SS-pSTBBC3) return 

a^^lcwk at the first Amenou»^tee*a^l 

ical Christian satellite channel 

Channel Europe. Joint founder, Wendy Alec, became 

a to^gafeHristian while drunk at 

had a. vision of Jesus in the ladres ^.5S5? to 

who bad visions while pie-eyedjsve ttcir jTjf 

Jesus, we’d be a nation of what CCFs 

calls “happy, dappy, devfl-stomptng revivalists - irs 

enough to make you teetotal- 


The big match 


Soper Bowl XXX 

Sun 10.35pm C4 


^SSSsSr’ 

Si sgSSS? 

Annual marathon 

Rflwi This year's match at toju' 

DarilStadium in Tempe, 

Es«£S5Sr 

ssasSSsr 

fee toughs of the FWsbuJgh Steeters. 



BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


7J25 News; Weather (4492244). 

730 Children’s BBC; SuperTecL 7 .35 The Artbox 
Bunch. 7.45 Iznogoud 8.05 Willy Fbg. 

830 The New Adventures of Superman (R) (S) 
(8855447). * 

9.1 5 UVe and KJcfdng. East 1 7 are the main guests fSJ 
(68383398). 

12.12 Weather (69494851. 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus: FA Cup fourth- 
round preview, 1.10 News. 1.15 Tennis: the 
Ladie's Fins) of the Australian Open. 1.50 Skiing; 
the men's downhill in Sestriere, Italy. Defending his 
World Cup downhill title will be France's Luc 
Alphand. 2.15 Ice-Skating: European figure- 
skating championships from Sofia, Bulgaria. 
France's Surya Bonaty will be the woman to beat 
3.00 Rugby League: live coverage of the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup fourth-round tie between Castteford 
and St Helens. Commentary by Ray French, Joe 
Lydon and Terry Flanagan. 3.50 Football Half- 
Times. 4.00 Rugby League. 4.40 Final Score 
(16756337). 

5.15 News; Weather (4014398). * 

5.25 Local News, Weather (305291 11. 

535 Dad’s Army. The men acquire a boat ft?) 

(769824). * 

6.05 Jim Davidson's Generation Game (S) (1 67331). * 

7.00 Noel's House Party (S) ( 657824). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Dale Winton continues 
to stand in for Anthea, as diva Lesley Garrett 
presses the button. But remember-, rtfs not over till 
the fat lady, etc... 1331 718). 

8.05 Casualty. Tim Mclnnemy ( Captain Darling in 
Biackadder ) guests as a man with a drink problem 
(SI (326263). 

835 News, Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lotter y Update) (1803311.*' 

9.15 KTCfl A Nightmare m the Daylight (Lou Antonk) 
1992 US). Charlie's Angei-tumeci~TV~rnovie queen 
Jacfyn Smith plays a teacher who is stalled by a 
man (Christopher Reare) who thinks she is his 
wife, supposedly killed in an earthquake. Shades of 
Vertigo, but toe only people suffering vertigo here 
are those with loo-high expectations of this 
contrived nonsense. Interesting to see Reeve 
playing the bad guy, though (685244). * 

10.45 Match of the Day -the Road to Wembley. 

Extended highlights of three of today’s top FA Cup 
ties, a nd all toe goals from toe rest (28335341. 

1135 BBS Gator (Burt Reynolds 1976 US). Burt 

Reynolds doesn’t seem to have been away from our 
screens of late - one of those coincidences of 
scheduling rather than signs of a revival, one 
hopes. This is Burt’s directorial debut, a sequel to 
White Lightning, in which he resurrected his 
whisky-runnertumed nark, Gator McKJusky. Co- 
stars Jack Weston and Lauren Hutton (8914851. 

130 Weather (2867799). To J. 55am. 

REGIONS. Wales; 4.55pm Wales on Saturday. 5.25 
Wales on Saturday. 


6J50 GOBI Design for Scandal (Norman Taurog 1941 
US). Reporter Walter Pic^eons sent to the dirt 

on lady judge Rosalind Russell - and falls in love 
with her. Nippy comedy; nice performances 
(7470176). 

8.15 lands. Highlights from the ladles' singles final at 
the Australian Open (579224682. 

10.00 Nadan Nadia. Urdu comedy-drama starring Babra 
Shariff (SI (633930081. 

11.50 FBm 96 with Bany Norman. Sabrina, Waiting to 
Exhale, and Pedro Almodovar's The Flower of My 
Secret alt get re-Bazza’d (SI (539671 8). * 

1230 Janes Cagney- Tbp of the World. Tribute narrated 
by Michael J fox ft?) (9142718). 

1.05 DTBI Yankee Doodle Dandy (Michael Curtiz 1942 
US). A 43-year-oM James Cagney turns In a 
wonderfully versatile song-and-dance routine in 
this big, brash patriotic wartime musical, telling toe 
story of Broadway actor-playwright George M 
Cohan, who died that year (772912441. 

3.10 BBS Tribute to a Bad Man (Robert Wise 1956 
US). The amazing Cagney again - tote time 
deputising for Spencer Tracy (who had walked off 
the set after a quarrel with director Wise), as a 
ruthless Colorado rancher whose wife (Irene Papas) 
is receiving too much attention from young Don 
Dubbins. A fine, underrated and beautifully 
photographed western (7647094). 

440 Best of Esther (R) (S) (7325973). 

5.10 The Oprah Winfrey Show ( 7686060 1. 

5.50 TOTP2 (SI (706244). 

635 Ice-Skating; European Figure Skating 

Championships. Highlights of toe week's action 
(584379). 

7.15 News and Sport; Weather (647621). * 

730 Scrutiny. MPs* attempts to rid the country of 

arcane regulations, such as a 1780 Act which 
forbids one to charge for dancing on a Sunday - or 
much of toe red tape surrounding greyhound racing 
(S) (515060). * 

8.05 The Trial. The re-run real-fife Scottish court case 
series spotlights defence lawyer George More (R) 
(883973). * 

9.00 Knowing Me, Knowing Ybu... with Alan Partridge 

(R)(S)(8805). * 

930 Peter Ybrk's Eighties. Joan Collins (aka Alexis 
Carrington), FfeterdeSavary and Lord Young get 
walk-on roles, as York remembers the advent of toe 
entrep reneur as star (97466). * 

10.00 BB3 Something Wild (Jonathan Demme 1986 
US). Jeff Daniels becomes a yuppie-in-peri) after he 
meets wild-child Melanie Griffith. See The Big 
Picture, above (569878). * 

11.50 Weatiierview (946008). 

1135 BBS L' Homme de Ma Vie (Jean-Chartes Tacchella 
1995 Fi/Can), Comedy starring the Portuguese 
actress M aria de Madeiros, as a woman who is 
made redundant and decides that hooking a 
wealthy husband would be better than finding a 
new job (390331). To 1.45am. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 RerWin.d. 6.40 
Eat Your Words. 7.10 Barney and Friends. 7.45- 
8.55 Saturday Disney 8.55 Power Rangers 
(2446008). 

9-25TeJeganticroeg3viswn. Soldier, Soldier actor- 
tu med- pop-star Jerome Flynn talks about his love 
of dolphins, white we get to meet Eliza Szonert, 
Danielle Stark in Neighbours (4953350). 

1035 Ilfs Not Just Saturday. Guests indude the Shamen, 
Tristan Banks from Home and Away and agony 
unde Nick Fisher (5) (4680244). 

1130 The Chart Show (R) (S) (63398). 

2230 Ftantestic (S) (42076). 

1.00 News, Weather (73961843). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (73960114). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos (32666263). 

1.40 Airwolf (R) (762 1 824). 

2.45 Internationa) Athletics: Great Britain vs Russia. 

The BUPA International from toe National Indoor 
Arena, Birmingham - toe major UK meeting of this 
Olympic year (850621). 

4*45 News; Sport; Weather (3086089). * 

5.05 Local News, Sport (3628553). * 

5.20 New Baywatch. A master of disguises escapes 
from a mental hospital, just for the fun of terrorising 
Stephanie and Logan. You can see his point (S) 
(9111282). * 

6.15 Barrymore. Returning to the studio for the first 
series of this show since he outed himself (S) 
(922992). * 

7.15 BHnd Date. How did Amy and James get on in 
Holland? (Including Lottery Result) (S) (9281 76). * 

8.15 Beadle's Hot Shots. Viewers spoof TV and toe 
movies with their camcorders - and sometimes 
their pete, as in tonight’s Dqg Treft (S) (248282). * 

8.45 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 
(195263). * 

9.00 BBS Die Hard (John McTieman 1988 US). Bruce 
Willis vs Alan Rickman in office-block 
pyrotechnics, the best so far of these John McClane 
adventures. Bonnie Bedeiia plays the kidnapped 
wife in a terrific smash-bang-wallop thriller that 
made an unlike^ action hero out of Willis 

( 24070669 i. * 

11.25 BBI The Dead Pool (Buddy Van Horn 1 988 US). 
Fifth outing for “Dirty HarTy" Callahan - and things 
have gone downhill fast. Clint investigates a spats 
of slayings that seem to pant tosleazo British film 
director Liam Neesoa This won't make anybody’s 
day (5) (517911). 

1.00 Funny Business. With Norman Wisdom acolyte 
Lee Evans (73022). 

130 Pyjama Party. Katie Puckrik gets to grips with 
guest Claudia Schiffer (S) (44455 77). 

235 God’s Gift (R) (7027461). 

3.50 Shift (23622381. 

4.45 1TV Sports Classics II (2 9469886). 

5.05 Coach (S) (8427914). 

530 News (64799). To 6.00am. 


6.05 Sesame Street (R) (2936805). 

7.05 Ulysses 31 (R) (3004805). 

730 Super Mario Brothers (7?) (62 73621). 

7.40 First Edition. Jon Snow makes the news accessible 
to children (3467398). 

8.00 Trans World Sport (82 2 76). 

9.00 The Mwhimg Line (SI (83447). 

10.00 Don’t Look Down. Inrioordimbing joins toe fist of 
minority sports televised on C4 (93737). 

2 1.00 Gazette fbotbaflttafia. Look forward to tomorrow’s 
live clash between Internationale and fijrma 
(73973). 

12.00 The Late Late Show (S) (5265824). 

1235 Steaming Passions. Nigel Farrell meete women 
involved in the more normally male world of steam 
trains (R) (8063350). * 

135 Channel 4 Racing. From Doncaster. If cancelled 
because of weather, an alternative schedule will be 
shown as below until 435pm (19792973). 

135 EB3I Virginia Cfly (Michael Curtiz 1940 US). 
Ambitious but miscast CivU War western 
(Humphrey Bogart as a slimy Mexican bandit?) 
also features Errol Flynn, Randolph Scott and, as a 
rebel spy. Miriam Hopkins (5) (19792973). 

4.10 Sun and the Serpent 

435 Dr Seusson the Loose (R) (7351398). 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus fS) (2635728). * 

630 Right to Reply. Roger Bolton with more viewers’ 
reports and ideas about television (5) (263). * 

7.00 A Week in Politics (5060). 

8.00 Divine Magic. Egyptologist Bob Brier shows how 
magic was an everyday part of life in ancient Egypt 
See Preview, above (S) (2008). * 

9.00 AufWiedetsehen Pet Tne 1980s Geordte brickies 
saga. Work at toe Manor grinds to a halt when it is 
discovered to be a listed building (2 767534). * 

10.05 Rather Ted. TV star Henry Sellers arrives to judge 
the Aif-Priests Stars in their Eyes LookaKke 
Competition. Cult comedy (F) (S) (433756). * 

1035 Euratrash. Jsan-Paul Gaultier and Antoine de 
Caunes lock at toe delights of cyber-sex via an 
interactive sex suit (R) (S) (645350). 

11.10 The White Room. With Smashing Pumpkins, toe 
Pretenders, Lush, Definition of Sound, Oasis, Joan 
Osborns, and US dance act, BT (S) (892331). 

12.10 Late Licence: The Girfie Shew. From last night ft?) 
(S) (8592041). 

1.00 The Legend of the 4 Kings. Manga (S) (2737935). 

2.55 Twilight Zone. SiictGcuId plays an arrogant 

restaurar. critic who gels nis comeuppance, while 
in “A Small Talent FcrWar”, the aliens that 
engineered evolution two million years ago decide 
that toe human race isn't up to scratch, and must 
bs eliminated (S) (6 423312). 

220 Baadasss TV. Harry White guests ft?) (5) 

(5 02*9541. 

2.50 Big GirTs Blouse (7482 770). 

3.15 Paris. Alsxe* Sayle’s critically panned attempt to 
3Jectedder-isslr.s ^ris art scene of the 1920s 
ft?) (S) (652 19). * To 3.45am. 


5KLon Bcepfc 

3.00am FBm: Hof (47585). 5.00-530am Want- 
ed Dead or Alive (391901. 


i2 jop» 

(400019 5L forte Scoreline (40001 95). l-OS?" 

aSyBusfoessffi^TSS). 

tv (444484S). 3.00am Coach (93886). 3.30am 

War of the worths tS2S4190l *.n*n Coe tte 

Music (5543138). 5.15-5.30bi*i Profile 

(6378423). 


SSdon accept: 1230pm Heated MJOgjj- 
L40 Cartoon Time (423661 761 1-M Kmght rad- 
s’ (4288922). 5.10 Cartoon Time (400GJ95). 
3.50am Jotifindw (2463935X 530-530am Asian 
Eye (3441848). 


HTV 


As London eacepte 1230pm California Off Beat 
(42076). 1.40 Cartoon Time (42375824). 1-45 
Knight Ritter (41 7485). U35 Ffcm Cany On Hen- 


ry (722599). 1.05am Pyjama Party 0958J £77. 
230am Funny Business (1 300S). 3.00am Film: 
u -1 m7coei c rvic ‘StfVim vjbnttvi Hpart or Aln/e 


z. 30 a m runny »usine» i a jwq/. ■ 7— 

Ho! (47585). 5.00-53Qaro Wanted Dead or Alive 
(39190). 


RSUDUn 

As London mqit 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Video® (42076). 1.10 The Big Byte (32676640J. 
135 Warner Cartoon (27850350). 1J50 Amvoff 
(41889111 1135 Rfon Cany On Henry (72 1 599). 
1.05am Pyjama Rjrty 0958257). 230am Funny 
Business (J300SI 3.00am F8nt Hoi (47585). 530- 
530am Freesoeen (39190). 


msnmm 

As Lomton except: 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (420761 L10 Stuntrmstas (1 901 008x 130 
Airwolf (4188911). 1.05am Pyjama Party 
19958257). 230am Fumy Business (13008). 
330am Rim.- Hot (47585). 5-00-530am Want- 
ed Dead or Attve (39190). 


SC 


As C4e«*pfc 7.00am Ulysses 31(85728). 10.00 
Champions: Fdotbali Crazy (93737). 11.00 The 
Persuaders: Someone Walter (3737). 435pm 
Lwkig Memory: The 1980s (7351 3981 435 Liv- 
ing Memory. The 1980s (7351398). 630 HoL 
Jyoaks(263). 7.00 Newyddkm Nos (4008). 7.15 
A55 (982114). 8.15 Y Ffonld I John CTGfOafe 
(246824). 8.45 Llwylan (245195). 930- 
11.10pm ran® Buttertwc Babies. The true4& sto- 
ry of Lfla and WHJIwn Young who instituted the 
Idea) Maternity Home in Nova Scotia during toe 
Depression and the Second^ Work) Vtfeu: The tome 
was evenfualiy exposed as a front for a catalogue 


of crimes, including illegal adoption andtoe bur- 
ial of ifl^ptimata infants. 


, Stanfog Susan CJarfoft- 
ter MacNeifl and Michael RHey (376602). 


Radio 


Radio 1 

fi7.6-99.WbW 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave ffearae 1230 Danny Baker 
230 Jq Whlley 5.00 John Peel 
7.00 Danny Rampling 9.00 Ra- 
dio l Rap Show 12.00 Essential 
Tcur Live in Birmingham 4.00- 
7.00am Lynn Parsons 


Radio 2 

{©-Mjaiton© 

6.00am Mo DuOa 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 judi Spiers 12.00 
Hayes on Saturday 130 Hancock's 
Half Hour. See Choice. 2-00 Mar- 
tin KEtner on Saturday 4.00 Nick 
Barradougi 5.00 Joe Brown in 
Concert 6.00 Are Ybu Dancin'? 
7.00 Dr Who 730 The Lighter 
Side 930 David Jacobs 10.00 
Sheridan Mortey 1235 Charles 
Nome 4.00-7. 00 am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


Angry Hancock devotees dismayed 
to find Paui Merton muring his 
way through Twelve Angry Men 
last night on 1TV can take refuge in 
Hancock's Half Hour (1.30pm 
R2). ft's the one in which they find 
an unexpioded bomb in the cellar. 
Meanwhile, Rossini's The Barber 
of Seville comes Live from fee 
Met (6.30pm R3). 


Radio 3 

7.00am Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library John 
Deathridge compares recording 
Of Beethoven's Missa Sotemnis. 

10.15 Record Release. Haydn: 
String Quartet in E tot. Op 33 
No 2. Spohn Septet in A minor. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions, With ac- 
tress Sian Phillips. 

1.00 News; Layer by Layer. Ar- 
chaeologist Andrew Jones con- 
cludes his series of digs in 
Caarwent, toe Roman capital 
of Wales. 

1-25 Youth Orchestras of the 
World. Victory. March Bizarre. 
Edward McGuire; Sdrocca 
Bedford: Sun Paints Rainbows 
on toe Vast Waves. John Bames 
Chance-, Incantation and Dance. 
\fei$han Williams; En^teh folk 
Song Suite. AJ Rotten 
Rnnegarfs (Irish Youth 
Wind EnsembltfJames Ca- 
va nagh). Michael Norris: Waltz 
for strings. Dvorak; Serenade in 
E for strings (Netherlands fouth 
Siring Orchestra/Roland Kleft). 

3.10 Harmvood House Concert 
Ernst Kovacic (violin). David 
Oven Norris (piano), Ravel: Vi- 
olin Sonata. Brahms: Violin 
Sonata In A, Op 100. Kretster: 
PraeJudium and Allegro in the 
style of Pugnani; Uebesletdj 
Gypsy Romance; Tambounn 
ehinetof Syncopation; Berceuse 
romantique; La grtana- Chanson 
Louts JUH and Pavarte m the 
style of Couperin-, La Chasse in 
the style of Cartier, Otd German 
Shepherd's Madrigal; Marche 
miniature viennoise. 11/2). 


4.45 Nash Ensemble. Rossini, arr 
Ben: Wind Quartet No 1 In F. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

545 Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 
previews a major exhibition fo- 
cusing on the work of impre- 
sario Sergei Diaghitet 

630 Live from the Met: The Bar- 
ber of Seville. By Rossini. Ruth 
Ann Swenson (soprano), Rauf 
Gimenez (tenor), Chorus and 
Orchestra of the Metropolitan 
Opara/Adam Fischer. Act 1. 
(8.05-8.35 The Met Opera 
Quiz.) Act 2. See Choice. 

930 Best Words. Michael Rosen 
talks fo Scottish poet Robert 
Crawford about his new collec- 
tion Masculinity. 

10.00- 1. CtOam Cedar Walton and 
James Moody. Aiyn Shipton in- 
troduces highlights of two sets 
recorded at Ronnie Scott's club 
in London, featuring saxophon- 
ist and flautist James Moody, 
and pianist Cedar Walton. 


Radio 4 

192.4-94 JMHZ Fife ISUtite UN) 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8-58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Wfeeh In West- 
minster. 

1130 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent. 

12.00 Money Bax. 

1235 Just a Minute. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
ramWety’s guests In Margate 
are Journalist Janet Daley; 
Baroness jay of Paddington; the 
Rt Rev Dr Michael Nazir-AJI, 
Bishop of Rochester; and the Rt 
Hon Sir George Young MP, Sec- 
retary of State for Transport 


1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

2-30 Saturday Playhouse: Stars 

in Their Eyes. A radio musical 
by John Lovat and Tim Riley. 
With Brian Hibbard. 

3.45 Back Here. Stephen Perry, 
back In the UK after working in 
America, compares life here 
with there. 

4.00 News; That's History. 

430 The Final Frontier. Jez Nel- 
son explores the physical and 
psychological barriers that 
must be overcome for success- 
fof interplanetary travel. 

5.00 Consequences. Paul Lewis 
considers the fallout of Norman 
Fowler's reforms on pension 
schemes. (4/4J. 

5 AO Starwatch. From her track 
garden in Buckinghamshire, 
Heather Cooper presents a live 
link-up with astronomers 
around the world. (3/6). 

5.50 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Wteather. 

6.00 Soc O'clock News. 

6.25 Week Ending, 

6.50 Postcard from Gotham. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. A cel- 
ebration of Colertdgp'9 famous 
poem The Rime of t he Ancient 
Mariner, featuring the thoughts 
of David Bedford, Michael Bog- 
danov, General Sir John Hack- 
ett, Pauline Sramer and 
Richard Holmes. 

7.50 Saturday Night Theatre-, The 
High frontier, in Roger Sten- 
netfs drama, a cosmonaut is 
preparing to return home after 
a year tn space. But while he 
has been away, the old Soviet 
Union has collapsed and with 
It his beliefs and dreams. 

Based on the real life story of 
cosmonaut Sergei Krlkafev. 
With David Hargreaves and 
Shaun Prendergast 

9.20 Music in Mind. 

9J5Q Ten to Ten. 

939 Weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Stanza on Stage. Simon 
Armitage introduces young 


poet Glyn Maxwell in perfor- 
mance at the 1995 Edinburgh 
Festival. 

10.45 Fed back. Piers Bishop 
sorts through letters sent to the 
Radio Times during the Twen- 
ties and Thirties. 11)4). 

11.00 Touch of Genius. The pop- 
ular pianist Georgs Shearing, 
now In his seventies, talks to 
June Knoor-Mawer. (3/4). 

1130 The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to 
the Galaxy: By Douglas Adams. 

12.00 News. 

12.30 The Late Story: A Trip to 
Tortugero by John Latham. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00am As World Service. 


Radio 5 

<693,9090* mm 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 
11.05 Top Gear II 35 Crime 
Desk 12.00 Midday Edition 
12.15 Sportscall 1.00 Sport cm 
Free 6.06 Slx-O-Six 735 Straight 
Up 8.05 The Box 835 Dailyn on 
Saturday 10.05 The Treatment 
11.00 Night Extra 12.05 After 
Hours 2.D5-fi.05am Australian 

Open Tennis 


Classic FM 

fl0O.O-i02.Wlb FV) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Classic 
Countdown 12.00 Classic Garden- 
ing Forum 1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 
The Saturday Alternative 6.00 
Classic America 7.00 The World 
Opera Season. Saverio Merca- 
denta Orazi e Curiazi. Nelly Mlri- 
cioiu, Anthony Michaeb-Maore, 
Geoffrey Miteheff Choir, Phifhar- 
monla Orchestra/David Parry. 
10.00 Classic Quiz 12.00 Andre 
Leon 4.00 Classic Countdown 
5.00-6.00am Michael Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

0215, ll97-1260Btz KW 105 Mb fW 
6.00am Janty Lee Grace 10.00 
Richard SWnner 2.00 Mark For- 
rest 6.00 Mitch Johnson 10.00 
Robin Banks 2.00-6.00am 
Howard Pearce 


World Service 

Q98kH?Uft 

1.00am WfcrW News L10 Press 
Review 1.15 The Tracfitfons of the 
FYoptet 130 from Our Own Corre- 
spondent 1.50 Write Or 2.00 
Newsday 230 The Ed Stewart 
Show 330 WWd News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 fourth Estate 
345 Science View 330 Wtoegufcte 
4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short Story 
445 A World in Your Ear 5 JW 
Newsday 530 In Prase of God 


Satellite 


SKY ONE 

7.00am Undun (236485 ). 10.00 
Ghoul-Lashed (31824). 12.00 WWF 
(34911). 1.00 The Hit Mix (10331J. 

2.00 Teech (3398). 230 Family Ties 
(9 447). 3.00 One West Waikiki 
(573981 4.00 Rung Fu, toe Legend 
Continues (36805). 5.00 The Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles f64S5i. 

6.00 WWF (301951. 7.00 Sliders 
(71466). 8.00 Unsolved Mysteries 
(60114). 9.00 Cops (32089). 930 
The Serial Killers (35640). 10.00 
Saturday Night, Sunday Morning 
(95534). 1030 Revelations 

(6 0422). 11.00 The Movie Show 
(37534). U30 Forever Knight 
f J 7602). 1230 WKRP in Ctocinnab 
(500221. 1.00 Saturday Night Live 
(31490). 2.00-6.00am Hit Mi* Long 
Play (6349374). 


SIR MOVIES 

6.00am Sirocco (1951) (92379). 

8.00 Gfgj (1958) (12398). 1030 And 
Then There Was One (1994) (26992). 

12.00 Super Mario Bros (1993) 
(95621). ZOO MacShayna Winner 
Tates Ail (1994) (31282). 330 Ab- 
sent Without Leave (1992) (462350). 
535 Revenge of the Nads IV. Nerds in 
Love (1994) (29110602). 7J00 Super 
Mario Bros (1993). Fantasy adventure 
starring Bob Hoskins (43756). 9JX) 
Murder One. Courtroom drama 
(62718). 1030 A Perfect WbrW 
(1993). Fbad movie with Kevin Cost- 
ner and Clint Eastwood (465841 76). 
1230 Midnight Confessions (19931 

(2194751). 1-50 Used ftaopte U99Z) 

(8281 19). 3.4S-6.00am Shootfighter 
(1993) (96810848 ). 


Mmouma. 

6.00am Yogi Bear and the Invasion of 
toe Space Bears (8362JJ. 8.00 We're 
Back! A Dinosaur’s Story (1993) 
(7294718J. 9.15 The Corsican Broth- 
ers (J 1 1824). 10.15 The Mommy 
Market (1993) (41366602). 12.00 
Easy to Late (1953) (93263). 2.00 
The Whipping Boy (1994) (5233U. 

4.00 Seasons of the Heart (1994) 
(9331). 6.00 A Time to Heal (1994). 
Drama starring Nicdlette Sheridan 
and Gary Cote (72195). 8.00 The 
Naked Gun 33\&r The Final insult 
(1994). Comedy starring Leslie 
Niefsen and Priscilla Prwtey (77640). 

10.00 Needfol Thing? (1993). Horror 
drama starring Ed Harris and Max Von 
Sydow (49379). 12.00 Danffraus 
Touch (1993). Thriller starring Lou Di- 
amond Phillips and Kate Vbmon 
(4J6577J. 1.45 Man's Best Friend 
(1993) (245954). 3.15-6-OOam Ar- 
cade (19931 (25545916). 


ay mows colo 

4.00pm Star Wars (1977) (6718). 
6.00 The Lost Weekend (19451. Dra- 


ma starring Say Mitiard '££195). 
8.00 Raggidy Men USoli. Semantic 
drama starring Sissy S&acsk and Eric 
Posers (51640 i. 1000 5 rar Ware 
(1977). Sri-fi drama Karring Mark 
Hamiil and Harrison Hard 
(720351 76). 12.05 Tha Day of toe 
Jackal (1973) (256ZI003J. 230- 
4.10am Nosferatu toe Vampyre 
(1979) (299799). 


UK GOLD 

7.00am Give Us a Clue (8736263). 
730 The Pink Panther Show 
(4791485). 735 Going for Gold 
( 1859076 J. SOW Warship 
13855244). 9.00 Secret Army 
(2123466). 10.00 Neighbours 
(7649602). 12.00 RIm : The Price 
(8331824). 230 EastEnders 
(79715973). 5.15 Till Death Us Do 
Part (7915468). 5.50 The Fall and 
Rise of Reginald Pemn (75161 14). 
630 It Ain’t Half Hot Mum 
15187393). 7.05 The Upchat Line 
(8648602). 7.40 Bread (5035534). 
830 The Bill (J24997m 9-25 
Count Dracula (22111114). 10-55 
Film: Grievous Bodily Harm 
(95421 737). 12A5 film; Father, Son 
and the Mistress (8587J38). 230- 
7,00am Shoppii* 0824409). 


SW SPORTS 

7.00am Skiff Sailing (74640). 730 
Racing News (60447). 8.00 Basket- 
ball (890447). 1030 American 
Sports Cavalcade (10669). 1130 
Futool Mundial (993981 1230 
Sports Saturday (9969422). 530 


FutM Mundial (6379). 6.00 FA Cup 
LOO 


Fourth Round Special (18911). 8J 
ice Hockey - Live (259731- 930 
Hold the Back Page (48027). 1030 
BusnidO (25244). 1130 Rugby 
Union Update ( 778241 130 Hold 
the Back Rage (79S48). 230* 
330am Bushido (98312). 


sm SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (9895379). 
11.00 WWF (7204669). 12.00 
Ringside Boxing (6805242). 2.00 
Rugjy Union - Live (42 73094). 430 
Goff USA (4325398). 630 American 
Sports Cavalcade (2184534). 730 
Golf USA - Live (1074008). 10.00 
Goff USA - Live (4229824). 12.00 
World Sport Special (70509351. 
1230.1.00am Wbrid of Speed and 
Beauty (3625799). 


LIKE TV 

9.00am AM Live 10.00 The Fashion 
Show 11.00 Video Box 1.00 The 
Week m Review 2.00 Sports Live 

6.00 Best of BusSiT 8.00 Showbiz 
Live 9.00 The Fashion Show 930 
Video Box 10.00 Stend-Up Live 

11.00 The Sec Show 12.00 Stand- 
Up Uve 1230 The Sex Show 1.00* 
9.00am Night Hours 
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Diamond Deals 


Retunr iares from Ltndora HeAthiow. 

Con wet yoor local navel ageDCOrcaJ) for details on 


? -554554 


or book on the Internet http^/www.iflybritishinidland.coni/ 
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at Rocco’s gate 
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ibe bid, and were asked 10 pre- 
pare a holding statement if an 
offer materialised. Sir Rocco 
for his part, was in Yorkshire! 
preparing to shoot grouse. 


2. into Battle 


S ir Rocco Forte had been 
chief executive of Forte for 
15 years. But he had only really 
taken full control in 1 993, when 
his father finally stepped aside. 
Since then, the company had at 
last begun to make progress. 
Unwanted assets were sold off. 
A new chain of hotels. Meri- 
dien, was bought and the tired 
restaurants received attention 
for the first time in years. The 
new management team - which 
included, crucially. Keith 
H a im'l l as finance director -was 
given the benefit of the doubt 
in the City. The message, that 
Forte was a company at last on 
the mend, was getting through. 

‘'We had no idea the bid was 
coming,''. says a key adviser on 
Fbrte’s defence team. “We cer- 
tainly didn’t think someone 
who knew absolutely nothing 
about the business would 
mount an attack." 

From the start, then, the bat- 
tle was all about who could 
manage the Forte assets best: 
cost-cutting Robinson, the man 
who famously worked only four 
and a half days a week, or Sir 
Rocco, the patrician worka- 
holic who had long ago aban- 
doned his playboy ways. That 
the two men did not like each 
other became clearer by the 
day. Robinson made fiin of Sir 
Rocco’s shooting holiday, while 
Sir Rocco said famously that 
“all [Robinson] knows about 
marketing is his big mouth". 

Sir Rocco was appalled that 
the company his family had 
built, and that he, at last, was 
running, could be taken away 
from him. He was convinced 
the City would back him if he 
could just explain his vigorous 
plans for the future. He 
returned to London on the day 
of the bid to a frenzy of calls 
from shareholders, analysts and 
reporters. 

That day and the next a 
defence team was hastily 
formed, bringing together 
Forte's standing advisers. SBC 
Warburg’s John Howath, Mor- 
gan Stanley's Michael Tbiy and 
UBS's Oliver Pawle. An old 
school friend of Sir Rocco, 
Roberto Mendoza, was critical 
to the preparation of Forte's 
defence. Formerly one of the 
world's top fund managers, 
Mendoza is vice-chairman of 
US banking giant JP Morgan. 

“That first day was the low 
point of the whole bid," says a 
participant. “Nothing there- 
after could match the shock, 
surprise and anger.” 

A shaken Sir Rocco also 
called in the help of establish- 
-ment friends, who provided 
some welcome support in the 
darkest days of the battle. No 
more useful ally emerged than 
VI ax Hastings, the new editor of 
.he Evening Standard, whose 
newspaper championed Forte 
:ill the bitter end. Hastings 
wen set up a meeting between 
Sir Rocco and Sir Christopher 
Bland, the chairman of LWT at 
he time of Granada’s hostile 
nid. Sir Rocco was told be 
xtuJd get pointers on Robin- 
on's weaknesses. 

But the hard work occurred at 


Forte's head office in High Hol- 
born, where KciLh HamiU's 
nnana: team put in 17 hours a 
day for 10 days, preparing 
Forte s critical defence docu- 
ment 

From the start, the team 
considered radical options, 
including a dismemberment of 
the company. Sir Rocco would 
later insist that the demerger 
plan, whereby the restaurants 
would be hived off from the 
hotels, had been in the works 
for months. 

Granada's bid strategy had 
been simplicity itself: an open- 
ing shot of £3 Jbn, a merciless 
attack on Forte's indifferent 
profit performance and a 
promise to turn around the 
key operations. 

Bui Forte's response was, 
Robinson concedes, “sparkling". 
Asset dispoals were brought 
forward, with Lillywhilc's and 
Griersons sold within days of the 
launch of the bid. On 7 Decem- 
ber, Forte released a robust 
defence document promising 
sharply higher profits. 

A phony war was launched, 
as the two sides traded insults, 
rubbished each other's strategy 
and busily began talking to key 
institutional shareholders. 
From the beginning, Granada 
had decided to leave the field 
during the middle weeks of the 
bid to Forte. “We knew that this 
thing would be decided by 35 
institutions," Allen says. “We 
went to them at the be ginnin g 
of the bid, and then left them 
a period to reflect." 

Forte took another tack, 
peppering the media with press 


releases. Indeed, rival PR firms 
believe the Forte strategy was 
too focused on the media, 
rather than on institutions. 

But tn secret. Forte was 
working up its trump card, a 
move that would change the 
momentum of the bid and give 
Robinson his first real fright. 


3. The final clash 


On Christmas Eve, with 
Robinson tucked up safe at his 
ancestral home in Donegal, 
Ireland, a Sunday newspaper 
trumpeted the news: brewung 
giant Whitbread was buying 
Forte's restaurants business for 
£l.Q5bn. The very assets Robin- 
son most coveted were to be 
sold off in a desperate attempt 
to foil the bid. By the following 
week. Forte added the kicker 
£800m would be awarded to 
loyal shareholders through a 
massive share buy-back 
scheme. 

“1 certainly had a moment of 
doubt," Robinson says. There 
were even whispers that the bid 
could be dropped altogether. 
But by the end of the week, he 
had changed his mind. “We 
could see that the share buy- 
back wasn't going to work, and 
that shareholders did not 
believe it." 

On the weekend of 6 Janu- 
ary, the Granada team began a 
marathon session at company 
headquarters. It was time to 
decide by how much to increase 
the bid. “We always knew the 
initial bid was an opening shot,” 
an insider says. 

Soundings in the City made 
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it clear that Granada could not 
raise more money, and the 
option of a special dividend 
looked attractive. Ironically, it 
was the level of financial detail 
provided in the Forte document 
that convinced Robinson he 
didn't need fresh funds: Forte 
shareholders who sold their 
stakes to Granada would get 
the special dividend out of 
Forte s own reserves. In other 
words, the prey, not the preda- 
tor, would pay. 

At the same time, Lazard 
were deep in conversations with 
the Council of Forte to buy the 
special 50 per cent stake. The 
Council first demanded £250m, 
while Granada suggested £10m. 
On Monday, 8 January, a day 
before Granada’s final offer 
for Forte was due, the Council 
and Lazard settled on £5 Dm. 

Forte’s advisers concede that 
the revised offer, worth £3.Sbn, 
allowed Granada to regain the 
momentum. It provided an 
opportunity, too, for Robinson 
to drop any pretence about 
running the upmarket hotels, 
which he had never much cared 
for anyway. The revised offer 
was a blunt leveraged buyout, 
using Forte's own reserves and 
the promised sale of £2bn in 
assets to pay for the deal. 

“It was so distressing," a 
Forte team member says. 
“Everyone forgave him the U- 
tum, and that was when we 
realised everyone wanted him 
to win." 

For two weeks thereafter, 
the bid went Granada's way. 
The share price, mysteriously, 
continued to rise, and eight of 
the top 10 analysts recom- 
mended that shareholders 
accept the bid. Robinson 
approved a dawn raid, allowing 
Granada to pick up 9.9 per cent 
in the market. 

The coup de grace was deliv- 
ered by Carol Galley of MAM, 
which held 14 per cent of Forte. 
Famously and controversially 
dubbed the “Ice Maiden” by 
the Forte-supporting Evening 
Standard (“Iron Maiden” was 
rejected on the grounds of poor 
taste), she went personally to 
Sir Rocco’s office on Thesday to 
announce she was backing 
RobinSon, just as she had in the 
LWT bid two years before. 

All told, three-quarters of 
Forte's shareholders backed 
Robinson. There was, says a 
dose colleague, “a great deal of 
sadness for Rocco, but he was 
brilliant on the day.” 

For Robinson, the result was 
anti-dimat]c. “I didn’t feel ela- 
tion, really,” he says. “It only 
now is beginning to sink in." 

There will be plenty of news 
out of Granada and Forte in the 
months to come. The upmarket 
hotels will be sold - perhaps 
even back to Sir Rocco, wbo is 
attempting to raise financing. 
“I’ll be back," he promised on 
the day he lost the empire. 

Granada's ownership of 
Forte is bound to alter radically 
the leisure landscape of Britain. 
Roadside restaurants will get a 
new look. Many of them wfll be 
transformed into fast-food out- 
lets, boasting Burger King or 
Pizza Hut. Thanks to cen- 
tralised purchasing and cost 
controls, hotels will look the 
same in the North as in the 
South - the same services, the 
same food. Granada's defining 
strategy is a simple one: uni- 
formity drives profit 




‘All Robinson know* 
marketing is his 
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As tfie saying goes, 'You can’t please ail of the people, all of the time'. But given ■. 
that it costs five times as. much to gain a new customer as it does to keep an 
existing one; it pays to hang onto them. A Freefone Customer Careline can help.- 
It’S an easy way for. people' to get In touch with you. Whether it’s to ask for advice, 
make suggestions on improving your service or even let off steam. A Caroline also 
shows you value customer's opinions, that your company is prepared to listen. 

In fact, a recent survey found that 82% of customers are likely to re-order with you 
again if their complaint is successfully dealt with. For more information on your own 
Customer CareRne, talk to us on 0800 800 800. 


[Work smarter, 

not just harder] 
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Bernie’s message for Britain: reach for the stars 



T" 1 his week wfll probably be remembered asHar- 
1 net Harman 's nightmare, the week when the 
middle classes tormented themselves about the 
Right Thing To Do when choosing a school - the 
week when the country was split over whether Ms 
Harman should be martyred or canonised. 

But she did not express the most potent feel- 
ings of the week. We expea privileged people 
such as Harriet Harman to worry about balanc- 
ing aspiration and personal ambition against their 
obligations to the rest of society. They have been 
torturing themselves for generations. Noblesse 
oblige, duty, guilt, shame - there is a whole vocab- 
ulary available to rehearse their dilemmas. 

The really startling revelation came not from 
Ms Harman, but from Benue Grant, her fellow 
Labour MP. As Ms Harman gave a grovelling apol- 
ogy, Mr Grant committed a far greater heresy: he 
said that he wished he had sent his children to a 
private school rather than to the local compre- 
hensive in Tottenham, north London. State edu- 
cation had “very, very seriously hampered” their 
progress. And he - representative of some of 
Britain's most deprived voters - had had enough 
of it His children - and presumably the children 
of his constituents - deserved belter. 

Britain is not used to hearing aspirations from 
these quarters. A prince may aspire to a pauper's 
life, but the poor man is meant to stay at the rich 
man's gate. There is still a disappointing accep- 
tance among too many less advantaged people 
that they should, in fact, know their place. And 
the place for woriring-class children is in the state 
system, however inadequate that may be. They 
too easily accept what they are given: only the 


middle and upper classes enjoy the privilege of 
wrestling with the choice ofprivate education. As 

for health care, everyone is meant to accept that 
“rationing” is inevitable, even good for the souL 
Mr Grant's intervention has exposed a lie: the 
notion that dissatisfaction, ambition and desire to 
achieve is essentially middle class. A man who has 
so often been pilloried as Barmy Benue has 
become die first modem Labour pohtiaan to legit- 
imise an appetite for self-improvement, a desire 
for ordinary people to get the best for themselves 
and their cmldren. Harriet Hannas exposed her 

own guih -ridden struggles and that of Labour-sup- 
porting professionals. Benue Grant did more: ne 
liberated an authentic anger at underachievement 
felt by the great mass of voters. 

This energy was harnessed by Margaret 
Thatcher, whose policy of selling council houses 
ditched Labour’s paternalism and acknowledged 
that the wish to own property was virtually uni- 
versal. But Thatcherism’s appeal to ambition and 
aspiration palled: it lipped over into an associa- 
tion with greed. Iv did little to provide ordinary 
people with better education. Meanwhile, the 
Nineties recession and housing slump suggested 
that Thatcherism had offered empty promises- 
Now Mr Grant has opened a road for Labour 
to express personal ambition - a word which, in 
British society, and left-of-centre British society in 
particular, has been made to seem vulgar and unat- 
tractive. But Beraie’s message poses many prob- 
lems. There is Britain’s anti-aspiration al culture to 
overcome. We are more interested in failure than 
success (just think how the Duchess of York’s 
amazing success in raking $4m has been belittled). 



Prejudice still shuts people out of many jobs 
where connections, accent and colour ofskm play 
an insidious role in determining who gets to do 
what For all the Prime Minister’s talk of creat- 


cncket on the village green recalls a static, class- 
ridden country. 

The process of diminishing potential , starts 

eady. Mr Grant is not the first parent to complain 

about lack of drive instilled by school. “The staff 
believe the Itids won’t malm it,” he said. “They don’t 


These problems are graphically illustrated in 
>ort. whose chief institutions, be it the MCC or 


Wimbledon, remain riddled with outdated snob- 
bery that excludes rather than encourages a great 
deal of potential talent Combined with the anti- 
competitive ethos that has overtaken the school 
sports system, Britain is in the second division of 
sporting nations, in just the same way as its eoon- 
omy has already slipped down the table. 

People collude in their own underachievement- 
Parents who have been let down by their own edu- 
cation often fail to expea the best of their own 
children, and so the cycle of underachievement 
carries on. In Britain, those who distinguish 
themselves at school can find themselves isolated 
as swots. And there is still mnch begrudging within 
poorer communities of those who excel: dismissed 
as dass traitors, in league with the toffe and bosses. 

Political leaden - whether Tbny Blair, Paddy 
Ashdown or John Major - should recognise the 
importance of Benue Grant’s intervention. By 
breaking Labour ranks, he has demonstrated the 
leadership that is needed to wake people up to 


chase their ambitions and accept them as hon- 
ourable and legitimate. - 

The middle classes are ahead of the game. They 
realise that they can no longer simply pass mid- 
rffe- daggn ess on tn theirchiklren by giving them 
the rig ht .manner; and good connections. John 
Majorsimage of inheritance cascading down the 
generations will not be enough to guarantee their 
security, as Britain becomes more meritocratic, 
more competitive. If middle-class families are to 
hang mi to their status, they must give their chil- 
dren skfflu and education/Notbing, not even Har- 
riet Harman’s political ambitions, can be allowed 
to stand in the way of that imperative. 

Benrie Grant understands the urgency. The 
child of two teachers, an immigrant whose edu- 
cation was bis chief asset, he is tuned in to the 
dangers of today’s competitive economy. Most of 
his constituents are ill-equipped to deal with the 
future. They risk being left behind. 

They need a society that will build and harness 
their ambitions, .not diminish them and so pre- 
serve an anachronistic order. That might mean 
big changes, such as introdndng vouchers into the 
schools system, weighted in favour of the less well- 
off, empowering parents to do the best for their 
children. It might involve an expansion of more 
individually funded health care -the use of alter- 
native therapies is demonstrating the level of per- 
sonal initiative in health care. 

. Mr Grant has pointed the way towards fresh 
thinking from Labour. Many voters - even Labour 
supporters - are no longer happy with what they 
are given. They want to seek out their own hori- 
zons. Labour should back than. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Who fears elections in Northern Ireland? I Hard- and soft-core currencies in EMU 


From Mr Paul Evers 
Sir. David McKittrieks analy- 
sis of the Northern Ireland sit- 
uation (“The stalling of peace”. 
25 January) rings true; as soon 
as George Mitchell showed 
signs of removing one spanner 
from the works. John Major 
promptly threw another one in. 
The question is why? 

The most charitable expla- 
nation is that he does not have 
the sensitivity to realise what 
fears his proposal would 
arouse. Many thousands of 
people in Northern Ireland suf- 
fered discrimination and worse 
for many decades under the 
yoke of the elected Stormont 
government, with its built-in 
Unionist majority. A new 
elected body, even if it is sim- 
ply a body of negotiators, will 
almost certainly suffer from 
the same imbalance, and any 
altcmpl to make it more truly 
representative would lose the 
support of the Unionists. 
Hence the predictable republi- 
can hostility let the idea. 

I suggest that John Major’s 
real reason for this proposal is 
to create delay. Selling up a 
new elected body would prob- 
ably lake many months. There 
is probably a well-tried Foreign 
Office axiom that the best wav 


Why destroy 
young love? 

From Mr Peter Tate hell 
Sir. Your thought fuL compas- 
sionate editorial (“Sad tale of 
a modern-day Juliet”. 25 Janu- 
ary l on the hounding of the 13- 
year-old child brute. Sarah 
Cook, was a much-needed cor- 
rective to the hysterical, heart- 
less reaction of the Turkish and 
British authorities. Although 
her marriage may be unlawful, 
there is no evidence that Sarah 
was coerced into, or harmed by, 
the relationship with Musa 
Komaegae. Indeed, she 
appears to have been very 
happy - until the heavy-handed 
intervention of officialdom. 

Why the authorities should 
want to |or be allowed to; 
break up the love between 
these two teenagers is beyond 
my comprehension. Isn’t there 
enough emotional unhappiness 
in the world without adding 


Hustler Fats 

From Mr George R. Crisp 
Sin In an otherwise line obit- 
uary of Minnesota Fats |24 
January). Mike Shamns did 
give the impression, unin- 
tended I'm sure, that Fats was 
something of a lightweight 
when it came to playing pool. 

Nothing could be further 
from the truth: Fats was the 
most respected, if not feared, 
pool player of his generation, 
the hustler’s hustler, the real 
article. In some of those tele- 
vised matches with Willie 
Mosconi, at least the ones I 
recall from the 19yds and carte 
19S0s, Fats’s on-air challenges 
to put down some real dough 
were rebuffed by . his 
smoother, more polished rival. 

Good reason, too: Mosconi 
knew the difference between 
playing a meaningless exhibi- 
tion for the benefit of a mainly 
ignorant audience and playing 
for real slakes. Bits would have 
had Mosconi - and indeed had 
him numerous times, away 
from camera shot - for lunch. 
Sincerely, 

George R. Crisp 
London, W14 


to handle a tricky negotiating 
situation is to protraa the dis- 
cussions until the heat has gone 
out of the affair, and sheer 
weariness leads the opposing 
parties to make concessions. 

This would, however, be a 
very risky strategy in the current 
volatile situation. The last thing 
John Major should want is the 
prospect of fighting a general 
election against a background 
of renewed violence in North- 
ern Ireland. Many might per- 
ceive the cause of thaL vio- 
lence as the present 
government’s stubborn immo- 
bility in the face of such 
broadly- based pressure to move 
the peace process forward. 
Yours faithfully, 

Paul Evers 
Chester 
25 January 

From Mr Martin Moore 
Sin Perhaps an explanation for 
John Hume's and the SDLP's 
hysterical reaction to the Gov- 
ernment's proposals for an 
elected body in Northern Ire- 
land lies in the findings of a 
recent opinion poll, published 
in the Belfast Telegraph on 17 
January 1996, which gave SDLP 
support at only 21 per cent 
(and Sinn Fein at 7 per cent). 


needlessly to it? Moreover, in 
an era when youth promiscuity 
is widely condemned, one 
would expea society to wel- 
come Sarah's and Musa's love 
and fidelity, rather than seek to 
destroy it. 

The" authorities claim that 
they have Sarah’s welfare at 
heart However, it’s hard to 
envisage that her welfare is best 
served by forcing her to undergo 
the humiliation of a so-called 
“virginity test” and by charging- 
the'rnan she loves with rape, 
despite the evidently consensual 
nature of their relationship. 

Astonishingly, even though 
Sarah has talked of suicide'if 
she is kept apart from Musa, 
officials seem prepared to risk 
the possibility of such a tragedy. 
Yes, there is real harm being 
done to this young girl, but it's 
not being* done by her 
boyfriend. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER T-VTOHELL 
London. SE1 


Michelangelo 
last seen in 1902 

From Mr Anthanv Stones, 
FRBS 

Sin Further to your report (“Art 
world agog over NY’s ‘new 
Michelangelo’, 24 January) of 
the discovery of a lost 
Michelangelo sculpture in New 
York City, the same piece, 
described as an “Apollo", is 
illustrated (plate 30) in a paper- 
back hunk published in 1%9 by 
Sadca/Sansoni of Florence. 

The book, Michelangelo 
Sadptorc, is by Alessaaodro 
Parronchi. In his note about the 
sculpture (p 34), he wrote that 
its present whereabouts were 
unknown but that it had been 
seen offered for sale at 
Christies in 1902. 

Yuun; sincerely. 

Anthony Stones 
Oxford 


It is also telling to note that 
in the same poll 70 per cent 
supported the establishment of 
an elected body (14 per cent 
were opposed and 16 per cent 
answered ‘'don’t know”). Of 
SDLP supporters, 68 per cent 
supported the proposal (as did 
50 per cent of Sinn Fein sup- 
porters). 

These figures show how far 
out of (ouch nationalist politi- 
cians are with the electorate 
they claim to represent 
Yours faithfully, 

Martin Moore 
Belfast 
26 January 

From Mr Peter Marshall 
Sin I guess the electorate of 
Northern Ireland numbers 
about one million. Well over 
200,000 [people live in the main- 
land UK who were born in 
Northern Ireland. Should we 
have a voice in the election 
planned by John Major? 

The position of Northern 
Irish people living in Eire may 
be similar. The position of 
those living outside the British 
Isles is perhaps different, since 
they have truly emigrated. 
Yours sincerely, 

Peter Marshall 
London, SW4 


Short on 
consistency 

From Ms Josephine Toynbee 
Sir. I agree that Harriet Har- 
man's choice of school for her 
son was a purely personal, fam- 
ily decision that she had to 
take in his best interests, within 
the context of this Govern- 
ment’s relentless underfund- 
ing of non-grant maintained 
schools. 

1 am just amazed that Clare 
Short could publicly criticise 
her sister MP, saying she must 
“answer to her constituents for 
her choice". I am a member of 
Ms Short's own Ladywood con- 
stituency Labour Parly. Here 
there has been no answerability 
for nearly a vear. Our con- 
stituency has been suspended 
and we were forbidden to hold 
meetings and excluded from 
the important national debates 
at the Clause Four and annual 
conferences. 

We arc still unable to get a 
dear reply from the Labour 
Party on the grounds for these 
suspensions, the progress of its 
inquiry or what we can do to 
be reinstated. Meanwhile, 
Clare Short, as sitting MP is 
very likely to be imposed as 
candidate for the next general 
election, bypassing all local 
consultations or selection 
procedures. 

Yours faithfully, 

Josephine Toynbee 
Birmingham 
22 January 


From Mr Adam Szarf 
Sir. Considering Gavin Davies’ 
thoughtful analysis of prob- 
lems likely to face the UK out- 
side the single European cur- 
rency (22 January), it is rather 
surprising that no mention has 
been made so far about the 
experience gained under the 
Bretton Woods system, which 
combined stability of exchange 
rates with some flexibility in 
their management. 

Exchange rates were fixed in 
terms of US dollars, bat were 
allowed to change whenever 
necessary to correct a “funda- 
mental disequilibrium" in a 
country’s balance of payments. 
This concept was never given a 
definite meaning, which per- 
haps was wise considering its 
complexity. Its interpretation 
was left to the managers of the 
IMF and the countries con- 
cerned, facing unacceptable 
reductions in income and 
employment. The system was 
not perfect, bat it worked rea- 
sonably well for a quarter of a 
century after the Second World 


War. It came to an end only 
when President Nixon took the 
dollar off the gold standard in 
the early 19705. 

Today, external stability 
could be achieved fixing 
exchange rates between the 
‘'hard’’ Euro and currendes of 
the soft core countries on a 
semi-permanent basis. This 
would reduce the danger of 
beggar-my- neigh hour devalu- 
ations by the latter countries, 
which is of such concern to 
German an thorities. Similar to 
Bretton Wwds, exchange rates 
could still be subject to occa- 
sional negotiated adjustments, 
mutually agreed between the 
inner and outer cores of EMU 
in situations approximating 
“fundamental disequilibrium". 
Yours sincerely, 

Adam Szarf 
Brussels 

From Mr Walter Cairns 
Sir Your editorial on the diffi- 
culties facing the prospect of 
economic and monetary union 
in Europe (25 January) advo- 


cates relaxation of the Maas- 
tricht criteria as an alternative 
to postponing the 1999 dead- 
tine. In economic tenns, there 

in political terms, it could well 
be disastrous. . 

Ever since the Maastricht 
treaty came into effect, a num- 
ber of member states have gone 
to inordinate lengths to meet die 
Maastricht criteria. This has in 
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Ptolemy’s heliocentric universe 


From Mr W.K. Harper 
Sin Tom Wilkie (“Journey to the 
begfruxing of time”, 24 January) 
puis The Almagest of Ptolemy 
(2AD) as the beginning of (he 
advance of astronomy, but it was 
in fact a retrograde step that 
began a 13th-century interlude 
from Greek science until the 
recovery of Copernicus and 
Galileo in the 15 ih century. 
This was because the Catholic 
Church adopted, and made into 
dogma. The Almagest, its Earth- 
centred solar system and 


Name of the @ Ageing travellers 


From Mr Roger Chapman 
Sir Ampersand (&) derives 
from “and per se and” so surety 
“<&" (Letters, 24 January) 
should be called "amperseat". 
Yours faithfully. 

Roger Chapman 
Keighley. West Yorkshire 
24 January 


From Ms V. M. Roberts 
Sir: Demography is not often 
mentioned in discussions of car 
use. But in the coming decades 
a rapidly increasing number of 
SO- and 90-year-olds are going 
to feel - or be persuaded by 
others to feel - that titevean no 
longer comfortably drive. Tins 


“divine” universe, and all scien- 
tific progress was blocked in 
Christian Europe. 

In 390BC, Heradeides sug- 
gested that Venus and Mercury 
may orbit the Sun; Democritus 
(cJSOBC) described the Milky 
Way as being composed of stars, 
the Moon as being similar to the 
Earth and matter composed df 
atoms; Aristarchus of Samos 
(cJTOBC) asserted that the Sun 
is the centre of the solar system 
and the planets revolve round it 

Aristarchus estimated the (fe- 


at a time of life when it is para- 
mount for good health to main- 
tain outside interests and go out 
to see family and friends. Has 
it been considered that they 
may provide a growing demand 
for public transport, affordable 
and easy in availability. 

Yours faithfully, 

V. M. Roberts 
L ondon, NW5 


Liters should be addressed to Letters to the Editor, n*e Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EH SDL 
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tance of the Sun from the Earth 
by observation of angles Eras- 
tothenes of Cyrene (a24GBC) 
calculated the circumference of 
the Earth as 28,000 mOes, and 
Hipparchus of Nicea (C.130BG) 
used a total eclipse of the Sun 
to determine correctly the dis- 
tance and size of the Moon. 
Seteucus, about 190 BC, was the 
last Greek astronomer to teach 
a heliocentric theory of the 
solar-system. 

Yours faithfully, 

W.K. Harper 
TU nstall, 

Stoke-on-Trent 


Animated viewing 

From Mr Geoffrey Brace 
Sir: May I, through your 
columns, point out to the com- 
pilers of the British Altitudes 
Survey (report 25 January) 
that “watching tderisxm” can- 
not by any stretch of the imag- 
ination, be classed as a "leisure 
time actmt/'. The classing of 
cinema, ballet, opera, theatre 
and music as “activity" is also 
questionable, to say the least, 
where it refers to the passive 
process of watching or listening.. 
Yours; 

Geoffrey Brace 

To psh am, Devon 
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Food for 
thought 

A t some point during the 
week, you may have come 




tic expenditure cuts and high 
interest rates, which is the price 
usually paid for any strict defla- 
tionary policy. This in turn has 
caused increases in unemploy- 
ment and many bankruptcies of 
smaB-to-medhun firms. 

If these criteria are now 
relaxed for the sake of adher- 
ing to the 1999 deadline, there 
wifi be some very angry people 
among these victims, who will 
conclude that all the sacrifices 
made on the altar of EMU 
were not so necessary after alL 
Yours sincerely, 

Walter Cairns 
Manchester 


z"Vweek, you may have come 
across a new name: Olestra. 
Remember? It’s not Anthea 
Turner’s younger sister, who is 
threatening to run her own 
cable show interviewing lottery 
winners and has the same line 
in nasty sweaters as her sister. 
Her name is Wendy, not 
Olestra, and I hope that this is 
the fast you’ll ever hear of heT. 

The true Olestra is a fat. “A 
fat what?’’ you ask. Not a fat 
anything - a fat found in foods. 
On Wednesday, Procter and 
Gamble, who have brought us 
endless soap powders and 
foodstuffs, finally got the go- 
ahead from the US Food and 
Drug Administration to pro- 
duce grub made with the new 
zero-calorie fat. First off the 
starting-blocks will be Olean 
potato crisps, containing half 
the calories of your normal 
crisps and none of the fat 
Cakes, biscuits and chocolate 
will all follow - all tasting 
delightfully greasy, but leaving 
no fat behind them. . 

Tm not going to waste space 
explaining the molecular biol- 
ogy of Olestra (which, of 
course, I fully understand, hav- 
ing attended a grammar school 
and nearly passed chemistry 
O-level). Suffice it to say that 
Olestra 's particular property 
is simply to pass straight 
through you. 

And that, say its critics, is also 
its drawback. There fa a very 
slight chance that the comple- 
tion of its passage through the* 
body may be - how shall I put 
it - unheralded. Ihe usual secu- 
rity warnings may not sound, 
the gates may faff to dose in 
time. Great for the manufac- 
turers of personal hygiene 
products (inducting, perhaps. 
Procter and Gamble), but 
appalling for the rest of us. So 
there fa now a suggestion that 
Olean packets might feature a 
warning that their contents may 
“cause intestinal discomfort, 
or a laxative effect”. 

Now, some folks may be 
keen enough on combining a 
low-calorie diet with the eating 
habits of a Viennese aristocrat 
to run this risk, but not me. In 
my experience, the body fa 
unruly and difficult enough 
without adding Olestra to it. 
All my life, this fleshly temple 


has been letting me down. It 
has ruined romantic moments, 
spoiled dramatic gestures 
and failed to respond at times 
of crisis. 

Consider. Adolescence fa 
not a great time of life for any 
male. At 16, my confidence 
was shaky, veering from arro- 
gance to a feeling of worth- 
lessness. f wanted two things 
above all: to be seen as the 
romantic philosopher-prince 
that I realty was, and (related 
to this) to get my leg over. Cue 
the boiL Not a pimple, or a 
slight skin disturbance, but an 
enormous, swollen, angry boD. 
And not hidden on the leg, or 
the shoulder, or even the bum, 
but slap in the middle of my 
noble, contemplative fore- 
head. “There you are,” it 
seemed to say, “write a poem 
about thaL" 

Travellers to exciting, exotic 
lands wiD testify to the way that 
the body’s minor caprices can 
dominate the mind's endeav- 
ours. Usually, the problem fa 
food-poisoning On almost any 
morning at the foot of the 
Sphinx, in the gardens of the 
Taj Mahal, or by the fountains 
of the Alhambra, there will be 
one man or woman whose 
entire being fa focused on a 
square inch of sphincter, and 
whose only thought (despite all 
the splendour and history sur- 
rounding them) is whether 
they are going to make iL Next 
time you are at one of these 
places, watch carefully. Or 
indeed (as Wendy's sister might 
say), it could be you. 

The problem is that most of 
us have a completely unrealis- 
tic mental image of our physi- 
cal selves. It is constructed in 
early adulthood, at an opti- 
mum time. We “know” we are 
fat, or bald, or pant when we 
run upstairs. But somehow 
those awful holiday snaps lie, 
those jibes from family and 
colleagues exaggerate. We cany 
around with us our true selves: 
younger, thinner, more grace- 
ful and fitter. And then some- 
thing goes wrong — a bad bout 
of flatulence., a sty, a millisec- 
ond’s clumsiness - and the 
image dissolves, leaving us face 
to face with mortality. 

Which, I contend, does not 
need some new product like 
Olestra to make it any worse. 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Every morning we’ve been baring breakfast together not 
knowing if we will be having supper together - Pandora i Maxwell, 
whose husband, Kevin, has been acquitted on multi-million pound 
fraud charges. . ’■ ' 

We don’t care what peopfosay- Our tittle princess fa in iove - 
Jackie Cook, mother of Sarah, 13, who has married a Turkish waiter. 

Thanks to the gloomy calculations of middle-age mortality, made 
for the protection oftife insurance companies, we know that three 
Conservative MBs will die before the end of this summer - Roy 
Hattersley, Labour’s forma- deputy leader. 

We Scots can take a girl out, wine and dine her. satisfy her eyeiy 
sexual whim, marry her, have children, get divorced - anH stiD 
have change from a fiver -Dominik Diamond, presenter of Chan- 
nel's 'Gamesmastef. 

We’re perfect for each other. Wfe both love getting out of our heads 
- Oasis rocker Liam Gallagher on his romance with actress Patsy 
Kensit- " • - '■ 

Scotland fa the dnfy nation in The. world to have discovered oil 
and gpcnnipporer- Alex Salmond, leader of die Scottish National 
Arty. 
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What follows 
the triumph 
of Trimble? 


The peace process rests on the Unionist 
leader’s plans, says David McKittrick 


U kter Unionist hearts swelled with pride 
this week when John Major rose in Lhe 
<_ommons to endorse David Trimble s sug- 
gestion that an election should become the 
centrepiece of the Irish peace process. 

. Tn e sweetness of the moment was 
increased by Mr Trimble's quietly statesman- 
like response to the Prime Minister. Most of 
all it was heightened by the clear discomfi- 
ture of SDLP leader John Hume, who angrily 
accused Mr Major of seeking to buy votes. 

Unionists have become glumly accus- 
tomed to being pilloried as obstacles to 
peace and progress. The sight of Mr Hume, 

He has yet to win 
the trust of those 
with whom he will 
deal. A Catholic priest 
spoke of him having 
‘ogre status’ among 
nationalists 


incensed and isolated in the House, was for 
them a rare and welcome reversal of roles, 
it is much more common to see Mr Trim- 
ble in a temper than Mr Hume. In that 
moment, the veteran nationalist leader 
appeared to have been bested by Mr Trim- 
ble's new Unionism. 

It may be that the triumph was beginner’s 
luck for Mr Trimble, who has led his party 
only since September. Or it may be that his 
proposal for an elected body simply suited the 
Government’s objective of mamiaming a slow 
pace in the peace process. Or it may be anew 
era of a more constructive Unionism, though 
few non-unionists are yet convinced. Last 
September, Mr Trimble was the surprise 
choice of his party to succeed the septuage- 
narian James Motyneaux; most thought the 
job would go to the man who is now his 
deputy - John Taylor. Instead, the party opted 
for Mr Trimble, the youngest and most mil- 
itant of the five candidates on offer. 

What swung the election for him was his 
reputation as an uncompromising hardliner 
as epitomised by his performance several 
months earlier at whal is known as as “the 
siege of Drumcree”. This was the incident in 
wtnch Mr Trimble, an Orangeman, played a 
leading role in resisting a police ban on an 


Orange plan to march through a Catholic dis- 
trict in Portadown, Co Armagh. 

The 48~hour stand-off was attended by 
some disorder, and only yesterday, 15 people 
appeared in court on charges arising from it. 
But it has entered Orange folklore as a 
famous victory for loyalist determination not 
to back down in a confrontation, and it 
helped gel Mr Trimble his job. The party also 
liked his relative youth, his articulacy and his 
accomplished television performances. 

He had been MP for Upper Barm, one of 
Northern Ireland's most bitter sectarian cock- 
pits, for only five years before his elevation, 
although he has a political track record 
stretching back to the early Seventies. Almost 
all of that time was spent on the far right of 
Unionism, as a member of a number of polit- 
ically extreme organisations and, since 1978, 
of the main Ulster Unionist party. 

Throughout those years, he was a law lec- 
turer at Queen's University, Belfast. A series 
of Catholic employees have won religious dis- 
crimination cases against the university, but 
Mr Tnmble has made no secret of his belief 
that the real story is one of discrimination 
against Protestants. At Queen’s, he met his 
second wife, who was one of his students. 
Together, they have four children; she works 
in his constituency office in the mornings, 
describing herself as “the domestic back-up.” 
They listen to Verdi and Strauss, and he is 
fond of ^fagner. 

On his election, Mr Tnmble hit the ground 
running, arranging a comprehensive series of 
meetings with most parts of the political spec- 
trum - except, of course, Sinn Fein - in 
Belfast, London, Dublin and Washington. 
This was a real departure for a Unionist 
leader, for his predecessor was a model of 
reserve and reticence, instinctively shying 
away from such encounters. 

The Trimble style, however, has not been 
to use such meetings to build bridges, or win 
friends and influence people. Instead, he goes 
for directness rather than diplomacy, putting 
his points in reportedly forceful manner. 
Assuming the plans for an elected body go 
ahead a key question wffl be whether he 
would attempt to move away from the tradi- 
tional Unionist approach of treating such insti- 
tutions as gladiatorial arenas. 

The main pointers against his doing so lie 
in his hardline record and in the huge amount 
of mistrust that exists in Northern Ireland pol- 
itics and Anglo-Irish relations. One feature 
of Mr Trimble’s politics is that he exudes dis- 
trust of his political opponents. 

He has regularly accused nationalists of ad- 









His future is Orange: David Trimble is not known for compromise Crispin Rodwell 


ing in bad faith. He has often expressed mis- 
trust in British governments, too. In launch- 
ing his leadership campaign, for example, he 
declared: “I would never go into Downing 
Street alone. You've got to have someone else 
with you to take notes, observe and listen care- 
fully; one must be careful not to be seduced” 

Conversely, he has yet to win the trust of 
those with whom he will deal. No significant 
northern nationalist figure has given signs of 
being persuaded that Mr Trimble is serious 
about wanting to reach an agreement with 
their tradition. A Catholic priest spoke of him 
having “ogre status” among nationalists. 

Nor is there any sign that government min- 
isters are opting Tor an election on the basis 
of any belief that Trimble looks ready to make 


a new historic accommodation, for they have 
often privately complained of his aversion to 
compromise. It was only a few months ago 
that a minister spoke of seeing the Unionist 
leader described as a moderate: “I was hav- 
ing my breakfast when I read that Nearly 
puked up my Frosties.” 

Mr Trimble is the man of the moment, but 
what has not yet emerged is bis view of the 
strategic direction Unionism should be tak- 
ing. It is not dear whether he believes in 
stalling, in the event that the ceasefires even- 
tually break down, or whether he realty 
envisages, after the election, sitting down for 
the first time with Sinn Ffem. A great deal, per- 
haps even peace itself, will depend on the 
course be chooses. 


comment 

A matter of 

reputation 
and honour 

Tory attempts to rubbish the 
Scott inquiry may backfire, 

says Andrew Marr 


T he Conservative establish- 
ment is getting its retalia- 
tion in first. With the so-called 
“anns-to-Iraq" report due next 
month, its author Sir Richard 
Scott has been presented to 
readers of the Spectator and 
Daily Express as a naive obses- 
sive, a cranky radical, and a fan- 
tasist whose findings, should 
they happen to criticise minis- 
ters, will be ignored by fair- 
minded people. 

Rarely bas a senior judge 
been subjected to such con- 
temptuous personal attack by 
public figures as in the articles 
by Lord Howe and Sir Bernard 
Ingham. But then, rarely has 
any judge probed so painfully 
into the dark recesses of ago- 
nisingly difficult policy-making 
in Whitehall. In the Spectator, 
Lord Howe derides the judge's 
“disposition to challenge con- 
vention, defy precedent" and 
his “tenacious enthusiasm for 
his own views”. Sir Bernard says 
that the judge is not only wet 
but is “waterlogged". 

Both critics contend that 
Scott has been unjust to minis- 
ters by not allowing them vocal 
legal representation, against 
precedent This implies that 
assorted ministers are retarded 
inarticulate souls, unable to 
speak for themselves. "Was the 
Attorney General Sir Nicholas 
Lyell - like Lord Howe, a QC 
- disadvantaged by his lack of 
legal representation? Poor 
dears. More generally, both 
attacks smoke with outrage at 
the arrogance of a mere judge 
prying into decisions of minis- 
ters and civil servants; that 
Scott was appointed try the 
Prime Minister to do it is not, 
it seems, of much relevance. 

It is impossible to take Sir 
Bemard’s assault wholly seri- 
ously. Ingham defending dne 
process and complaining that a 
rather mild-mannered judge 
has been “astonishingly adver- 
sarial” is like the Princess of 
Wales lecturing the nation on 
“Least said, soonest mended.” 

Lord Howe is in a different 
category. His attack is detailed, 
dogged and long-standing. He 
couldn't confect anger he didn't 
feel if his life depended upon it 
He is unlikety to have been put 
up to anything. But it is possible 
to be an honest critic of Scott 
and also a handy weapon in what 
is becoming a political battle, not 
one about judicial process. If 
there is any covert politics in 
Scott it’s there, only more so, in 
Howe, Ingham ana so on. 


As soon as the report is pub- 
lished, the counter-attack will 
move from the pages of con- 
servative newspapers to West- 
minster. Howe and Ingham are 
laying down the arguments to 
be picked up then by selected 
MPs. who will form a protected 
phalanx around any vulnerable- 
looking minis ter. By the time 

John Major is called upon to 
respond, Scott himself and his 
inquiry generally will have 
already been subjected to heavy 
rubbishing. Downing Street has 
been ringing around in an 
attempt to co-ordinate the 
response. For an example of the 
kind of operation we should 
expect, look no farther than the 
co-ordinated response to 
Major's performance in the 
s umm er leadership contest, 
which killed speculation about 
whether his vote was a con- 
vincing one within five minutes 
of it being announced. 

This time the objectives are 
two-fold. First, to prevent any 
ministerial resignation that 
would badly damage the Gov- 
ernment just when the Con- 
servatives are beginning to 
hope that their fortunes are on 
the turn. Second is the broader 
attempt to refute any sugges- 
tion that this ad minis tration 
is ruthless, high-handed or 
amoral. It is a fight about rep- 
utation, even honour. 

If the judge realty goes for Sir 
Nicholas Lyell and others we 
will see a competition between 
Conservative politicians and 
the judge for the public’s ver- 
dict The press will split on 
broadly left-right lines. So. with 
a few maverick exceptions, will 
the Commons. My guess is that 
the ministers w 31 probably sur- 
vive for much the same reason 
as Harriet Har man survived 
this week: the leader’s backing 
will be absolute, on the “we all 
hang together or we all bang 
separately” principle. 

But the wider political ver- 
dict will probably go the other 
way: it is easier for a judge to 
dishonour politicians than for 
politicians to dishonour a 
judge. And Conservatives need 
to be veiy careful about the 
tone of the operation on which 
they have embarked. If you are 
trying to persuade voters that 
you are not a ruthless or arro- 
gant administration, then 
engaging in a ruthless or 
intemperate denigration of a 
judge you appointed doesn't 
seem a good way to go about 
iL 


Jo Brand’s 


Nice to see that Tlggy Legg-Boarfce (unfairly berated maiden) has joined 
forces with Pteter Carter-Ruck (toffs’ lawyer). A pair of more silly names I 
have not heard for a very long time. This spat between the members of the 
upper echelons of society is desperately doll, especially as we don’t know 
for sore, despite tabloid speculation, what Diana said to Tlggy at the staff 
Christmas party 

I have said some terrible things to people at parties for the simple reason 
that I was tanked op. Just getting Tiggy’s name correct when you’ve had a 
couple of Babychams is in itself a bit of a triumph, I would imagine. Now the 
hangovers have wefl and truly cleared up, perhaps they should all grow np. 


^Marrying off your daughter, aged 
13, to a TUrkish waiter seems to me 
a very medieval thing to do, not to 
mention the fact that Enid Btyton 
must be revolving at the speed of 
light in a mausoleum somewhere. 
Everyone is throwing their hands 
up in despair and asking how the 
parents could possibly have given 
their blessing. Because they are 
stupid, one would imagine. I. often 
think that because anyone with the 
correct equipment can have a baity, 
there are always going to be 
parents who are hopeless at 
parenting, at which point we call 
upon social workers to step into the 
ahuman relations equivalent of 
■Catch 22. If they don’t do 
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Auctioned off: their story, that is 


something, they’re criticised, and if 
they do, nobody gives them any 
credit anyway -all the job 
satisfaction of a punch-bag. I’d ray. 
The father of the bride touted his 
story round the papers, like they 
do, and sold it to the highest 
bidder. Unlikely to be the Financial 
Times, wasn’t it? It was rumoured 
be got paid 20 grand. Is that the 
going rate for a dowry? Must tell 
my dad. Meanwhile, in Turkey, our 
waiter has been accused of rape 
and the Cook bride bas been made 
a ward of court back here. Surety 
they must all be in some way 
related to the Mitchell family in 
EastEnders. Thilh is stranger than 
fiction - and a lot sadder. 

My brother is currently 
languishing at home in Germany 
having had his arm broken in two 
places after an accident during a 
friendly game of football. It’s fanny 
how “friendty” games always seem 
to produce more injuries. This 
particular game involved my 
brother's firm and a team of 
Croatians Atom a sports dub. My 
poor brother took the foil force of a 
shot at goal on his arm as he tried 
to save it "They aD take the game 
so seriously,” he told me. Perhaps 
we could have guessed that. 

Poor old Madonna is getting it in 
the neck from the Argentinians at 
the moment because she has taken 
on the role of Eva P er6n in the film 




week 



of Eviia. The Catholic bishop of 
Bueaos Aires has called her “Satan 
in drag.” (He sounds like a laugh. 
Perhaps they should get him on 
Have I Got News For You). Maybe 
they should offer Margaret 
Thatcher the part That would 
realty be interesting. 



Madonna: on the Eva destruction 


The most popular television show 
in Moscow at the moment is a live 
action crime programme hosted by 
someone blonde, pretty and aged 
20, so we can reassure ourselves 
that they are cottoning on fast to 
Western democratic values. 
Aforementioned presenter rushes 
attractively aD over Moscow 


covering the most gruesome 
murders, sparing the viewers 
nothing as a cavalcade of purple 
bloated bodies are served np for 
their delectation. Jnst in case 
people are having their 
dinners, light relief is 
supplied by a parade of crime 
■ suspects handcuffed to 
policemen. And very difficult it 
is to tell which is which. This 
type of programme seems to be 
closing in on us from all sides. 
We do have Crimewatch UK, bat 
that aJU tends to be in the best 
possible taste and leaves out the 
blood and guts. The only 
educational aspect of these sort 
of in-yer-face crime shows is that 
they make yon realise bow much 
more of an attractive prospect it 
is dying on Hollywood celluloid 
than it is in real life. Apart from 
that, they are pointless. 

On the whole, I get quite nice 
letters from viewers when the 
television series is on. This may 
well be because my agent tends to 
chuck out all the bornble ones 
threatening unmentionable thing s 
and berating me. However, the 
occasional poison missive slips 
through, particularly if it has gone 
to the BBC by mistake. 

One such charming and eloquent 
sonnet plopped onto nty mat the 
other day and I recognised the 
writing immediately, as I have 
received several items from this 
person in the past. The content isn’t 
imaginative particularly and 
combines the nouns “slut” and 
“slag” with a Roger’s Thesaurus- 
worth of adjectives for fat. As per 
usual, the name and address were 
completely unintelligible, not even 
allowing me the satisfaction of 
sending the person in question a 
thank-you letter. What a shame. I 
bet a poison pen pal could be loads 
offaa. 


is© 


Sometimes IF s quite hard to get 
good reception on Tfeletext, so 
consequently I am presented with 
what looks like a half-finished 
crossword in which I have to fill in 
the missing letters by guesswork. 
Having missed the news the other 
day, I turned it on to see the 
headline, Blair -acks Har-iet 
Hannan. Well done, old son. I 

twiddle oHbe aerial revealed itwasa 
“b”, not the “s” I surmised. I don’t 
suppose she’s going to -esign either. 



Harriet: Likely to keep her -ob 

If seems Belgium has privatised 
deportation. A recent investigation 
showed the Belgian government 
employs a firm called Budd, 
(wouldn't a “y” on the end have been 
great?) to do iL The journalist who 
did the story said: “The government 
uses methods advocated some years 
ago by the extreme right” Without 
the eclectic mix that different ethnic 
groups bring to a conntiy, no wonder 
Belgium is such a tedious place. I 
always liked that joke that goes: 

'Why did the Belgian chicken cross 
the road? Because there’s nowt else 
to do in Belgium, of course. 
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r tncredbly lightweight! 

1 l| WhyistheOrecksoefTIcfeiit? 

I H Because pile-lifting roller brushes spinning 

9 ■ at 6,500 rpm deliver up to 70 million strokes 

- ■ a minute, the Oreck tackles tbe most 
|p M sti/bbomty ingrained dirt. 

P^| K Great fw allergy sufferers. 

f 1 The filtration system traps 99.4% of aH 

<; microscopic irritants as small as 0.1 micron. 
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WWLx ft weighs only 4fos, yet has immense 
power. It's a companion to the 







uprigtt to dean all those awkwanl 
places. .. upholstered furniture, 
curtains, stairs and cars. 

) • Interest FREE easy 
payment terms 

ft Comprehensive UK 
after-sales service 
* 2-year guarantee 


■ Please send me my FREE Monmdion pack - without obfigdion 

I Name afeg«Breidiann 

I Address ~~ 


Postcode 


. Daytime Tel: Home Tel: 

1 Please return this coupon to Oreck Corporation, t-HttPOST ffYien 

| Exeter. EX1 1 AZ. We’fipay the ptstagfi-you do not need a sterna. ' 
l Send no nwosy now. Ho obfigafaon. Wo sales person will yjyft 








THE INDEPENDENT • Saturday 27 January 1996 


Sainsbury’s profits warning shocks City 
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NIGEL COPE 

Sainsbury's shocked Ihe Chy yes- 
terday when U issued its first 
profits warning since it floated 
on the slock market in 1975. The 
company said profits in the cur- 
rent year would be “below ear- 
lier * expectations" due to 
increased spending on customer 
service measures, keener pric- 
ing in its supermarkets and a 
poor performance from Texas 
Homecare, which is struggling 
in the cut-throat D1Y market. 

The announcement forced 
analysis to downgrade their full- 


war profit forecasts from as high 
as £S10ra to between £750m and 
£760m. This is significantly low- 
er last year's £809m and breaks 
the company’s unbroken run as 
a public company, during which 
it has reported higher trading 
profits each year. 

The profits warning wrong- 
footed City analysts, who had felt 
the group was turning the cor- 
ner after a difficult 1995 during 
which it lost ground to Ihsco and 
Asda. Tony MacNeaiy of Nat- 
Wesi Securities said: “This shows 
there is still a lot more to do in 
the business. New management 


has still to get to grips with the 
business and there could be 
more costs to come.” 

Sainsbury’s shares fell 21.5p 
to 389p on the news. The dump 
wiped out gains earlier this 
month when the City had re- 
sponded warmly to a board- 
room shake-up which saw 
David Saiosbury split the roles 
of chairman and chief executive. 

The warning overshadowed a 
relatively upbeat statement on 
sales increases, which showed 
that the January Savers price 
promotion had provided a sig- 
nificant boost to sales. 


Mr Sainsbuiy said the group 
was keen to regain its market 
shares leadership over Tesco but 
admitted it might take time. 
“That will remain our objective 
but I don’t think [it will happen] 
tins year," he said. 

Supermarket sales in the 16 
weeks to 13 January were up by 
3 per cent on last year, exclud- 
ing new store sales. Hading over 
the .Christmas period was 
healthy at 4.5 per cent up on the 
previous year. In the peak pre- 
Christmas week, sales broke the 
company’s previous record by a 
significant margin. 


The figures are lower than the 

8 per cent increase reported by 

Tesco last months though this was 
achieved era a lower margin due 
to the launch of its loyalty card. 

S3vaCentre performed strong- 
ly while the Homebase DIY 
chain increased ales by 43 per 
cent. 

David Sainsbuiy denied that 
the announcement had con- 
tained any shocks and said he 
was pleased with the super- 
markets’ performance: “Things 
are now heading in the right di- 
rection. We are investing heav- 
ily to improve the service and 


value for money provided by our 
supermarkets and this has re- 
sulted in an improving sales 

Sainsbury’s has added 2 300 
more supermarket staff at a cost 
of around £10m. These wfll be 
employed on checkouts, service 
counters and as packers. 

David Sainsbury said the 
management restructure was 
now complete and dismissed 
suggestions that the group 
needed an operations director. 
“We appointed a new retail 
director, David Clapbam. only 
four or five months ago. We 


jsssesssi - 

Kitchen sales were slow. 

sStarv’s had been saying 
that the chain would break 
even over the full year but 

some analysts are now tore 

casting a loss of up io 
is expected that the stores P^ r 
formance wfll improve when 
they are re-branded under the 
Homebase name. 
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Persimmon rights 
to fund Ideal bid 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

The acrimonious battle for 
control of Trafalgar House 
subsidiary Ideal Homes will 
come io a head early next week 
when Persimmon - which con- 
troversially secured an exclusive 
negotiation period for ihe deal 

- makes a formal offer of about 
£lb0m 3nd launches a rights is- 
sue to part -fund the acquisition. 

Persimmon’s talks with 
Trafalgar sparked a row two 
weeks ago with rival house- 
builder Beazer Homes, which 
claims to have been shut out of 
discussions to buy Ideal. 

Beazer said yesterday it was 
holding iis own fire until it saw 
the size and terms of the offer, 
bui it was still considering its 
options, including the possibility 
of appealing directly to Trafal- 
gar House’s independent share- 
holders. 

Persimmon's exclusivity pe- 
riod, which is understood to run 
out at the end of the month, 
caused a furore because it was 
seen us a cosy deal stitched up 
between the Persimmon non- 
executive director Sir Chips 
Keswick and Trafalgar House, 
which is 26 per cent owned by 
the Keswick-conl rolled Hong 
Kong Land. Trafalgar maintains 
that’ Persimmon's offer was 
superior to any others in a 
number of unspecified respects 

- and not just financially. 

Duncan Davidson, chairman 

of Persimmon, was locked in 


meetings yesterday and unable 
to commeat on (he acquisition 
which would be the first such 
deal since Persimmon came to 
the market 10 years ago. If the 
deal goes ahead. Persimmon 
will jump up the league table 
to fourth place behind Wimpey. 
Barra (l and Beazer. 

Beazer. which is twice the 
size of Persimmon, insists that 
it is better placed to move 
quickly to complete the acqui- 
sition because its offer would be 
financed principally from its 
own cash resources and bank 
borrowings. 

The Persimmon proposals 
arc thought to include a one- 
for-two rights issue to raise just 
over £100m. for which under- 
writing will be sought on Mon- 
day. 

Once that is arranged the 
terms of the bid might be an- 



Duncan Davidson: heading 
for his first acquisition 


nounced as early as next 
Tuesday. Trafalgar needs to tie 
up the deal as soon as possible 
to reduce debts of more than 
£200m. 

Last month it stunned the 
City with annual losses of 
£3 21m, nearly twice the level 
predicted by some analysts. 
The conglomerate’s shares col- 
lapsed last year, although at 
32p. they are well above their 
low of 21p. 

The planned disposal of 
IdeaL one of the group's most 
profitable divisions, follows the 
sale at the end of last year of 
some of Trafalgar's most high 
profile trophy assets, including 
the Ritz hotel, acquired by the 
secretive Barclay brothers for 
£75m. 

Ideal made doubled operat- 
ing profits last year of £19m. It 
has 100 development sites 
which at the end of the year to 
September included 6,600 
plots. 

The struggle for control of 
Ideal confirms a resurgence of 
interest in the housebuilding 
sector, where share prices have 
risen sharply in recent weeks in 
anticipation of higher levels of 
activity this year. 

Berkeley Homes, one of the 
sector’s most successful com- 
panies launched a rights issue 
earlier this week to buy extra 
building land while Alfred 
McAlpine pulled out of general 
construction work to focus in 
part on its own housebuilding 
effort 



Dressing down: A protester sporting fancy dress outside Hamleys toy shop in central 
London yesterday during a demonstration against conditions for factory workers in Asia. 
Some are paid 42p per hour for a 60-hour week Photograph: Alastair Grant/AP 


Colorvision 
credit licences 
withdrawn font 


GLENDA COOPER 

The Office of Hair Trading has 
decided to withdraw the con- 
sumer credit licences of Color- 
vision, ihe television and video 
stores chain after a series of al- 
leged dishonest practices in- 
cluding supplying second-hand 
goods, presenting them as new. 

Bui the company will retain 
the licences until the outcome 
of an appeal lodged against the 
decision with the President of 
the Board of Trade, lan Lang. 

The OFT had threatened to 
revoke the licences in October, 
following customer complaints. 
An OFT adjudicating officer 
found the Liverpool-based com- 
pany to have committed of- 
fences under consumer 
protection legislation and to 
have "engaged in business prac- 
tices appearing to him to be de- 
ceitful or oppressive or 
Otherwise unfair or improper" . 

If Mr Lang upholds the 
OFTs findings, Colorvision will 
not be able to deal in any form 
of consumer credit or credit bro- 
kerage. That would be a major 
blow for the group which makes 
about 45 percent of its sales un- 
der credit arrangements. The 
complaints included giving mis- 
leading price indications and 
dishonestly supplying second 
hand or ex-display goods, teDing 
customers they could not can- 
cel agreements when it was in 
their right to do so and altering 
details on agreements without 


consumers' consent after they 
had been signed. Other wrong- i 
doings were using advertise- 
ments which were delflxjrateK 
misleading about the goods 
available, not offering refunds 
where consumers had a right to 
them, failing to cany out services 
agreed in repair con tracts with- 
in a reasonable time or at alL 

The director-general of Fair 
Trading. John Bridgeman said: 
“Revoking a consumer credit 
licence is not something we do 
lightly given the effect it is like- 
ly to have on a business. Bat no 
company should be in any 
doubt that its licence can be re- 
voked if it is treating its cus- 
tomers unfairly or dishonestly ." 

The OFT said Colorvision 
had IQ convictions for trading 
offences such as false and mis- 
leading advertisements, wiiile its 

subsidiaries had 10 similar con- 
victions. 

But Alan Tinge r. its manag- 
ing director said the company 
would be "vigorously*' appeal- 
ing against the OFTs decision. 

In a statement ihe group 
said: “The adjudicating officer 
found that Colorvision had 
been convicted of 20, mainly ad- 
vertising, offences in the space 
of H years.. But in his detailed 
determination, the adjudicating 
officer accepted that the com- 
pany had ‘improved its business 
practices' in this area and had 
gone to great lengths ‘to ensure « 
that it kept its advertising with- 
in the law’." 



Fokker gains 
brief reprieve 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Fokker. the stricken Dutch 
aircraft maker, was yesterday 
given a five- to six-week reprieve 
by ils government while a 
search continues For a buyer. 

Hans Wijers. Dutch economic 
affairs minister, said ihe gov- 
ernment was making an interim 
loan of 255m guilders (£100m) 
and would also bring forward ihe 
purchase of four Fokker jets 
worth llQm guilders. 

Mr Wijers played down the 
chances of a rescue from any 
quarter. He said: “There is no 
reason whatsoever for great op- 
timism. The company faces very 
great problems. " Partners still 
had to be found for Fokker in 
a very short period in an indus- 
try with "large financial risks, 
continuing overcapacity and ru- 
inous prices. For the time being 
it is just words and paper."* 

The cash holds out hope to 
Shorts Brothers, the Belfast 
company where about 800 staff 
depend on supplying wings for 
Fokker's planes. 

On Tuesday, Fokker sought 
court protection from creditors 
for its three aircraft subsidiaries, 
ending a long struggle to keep 
the 7fCyear-oId company afloaL 


The move came after Daim- 
ler-Benz, Fokker's German ma- 
jority shareholder, said it could 
no longer support losses at 
Fokker, which is minority owned 
by the Dutch government. 

There has-been persistent 
speculation ihal Canadian- 
based Bombardier, owner of 
Shorts, is interested in buying 
Fokker, but so far neither Bom- 
bardier nor Fokker has con- 
firmed talks are taking place. 

Bombardier has a reputation 
for buying and turning round 
companies in difficulty. Tt makes 
regional jets and executive and 
commuter aircraft such as the 
Canadair RJ and Challenger, de 
HaviUand Dash 8 and LearJeL 

Fokker has however con- 
firmed it is talking to a number 
of aerospace companies around 
the world without naming them. 

Analysts expect that J Bom- 
bardier does buy Fokker it will 
do so only after the Dutch gov- 
ernment has cleaned it up. The 
price is thought likely to be 
purely nominal. 

Mr Wijers said (he amount 
agreed with the administrators 
“was based on providing enough 
tune to produce a reasonable sce- 
nario. while preventing it from 
dragging on so long that the as- 
surances would disappear." 


Stakis wants to buy mid-market Forte hotels C; 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Stakis. ihe hotel and casino 
group, has thrown its hat in the 
ring to buy some of the mid- 
range hotels acquired by 
Granada following its suc- 
cessful bid for The Forte 
group. 

David Michels, chief execu- 
tive, said yesterday he hoped 
to have talks soon on the sub- 
ject with Gerry Robinson, 
Granada's chief executive. The 
two men arc close and were in 
contact during the bid battle for 
Fone. but no formal talks con- 
cerning the hotels purchase 
have been held. 


“We’re not interested in the 
Trophy hotels or the Mcridicn 
chain, but we would be keen on 
buying some of the three- and 
four-star hotels." a Stakis 
spokesman said. “Whatever 
Robinson might put up in 
London, any or all of them 
would be within our grasp." 

The defeated Sir Roceo 
Forte has announced his in- 
tention to get City backing to 
repurchase the upmarket 
hotels. 

“1 think Rocco is after the 
more luxury and internation- 
al hotels, and we arc after the 
more mid-markci holds, if 
any are for sale.” Mr Michels 
said. 


A leading analyst said: 
“Stakis is probably one of the 
best run businesses in the UK 
sector. They have the highest 
rate of return. A deal could 
make a lot of sense.” 

Stakis has been steadily ex- 
panding its hotel business for 
ihe past two years, which 
helped the group io a 2S per 
cent profits^ ncrease to £26m 
in 1 995. despite a decline at its 
casinos. 

The group currently has 43 
hotels with a total of just over 
5.000 rooms. 

It issued an upbeat trading 
statement yesterday, saying 
that in ihe 13 weeks to the end 
of December, room occupan- 


cy rose to 72 per cent and the 
casino business showed mod- 
est gains. Stakis shares, which 
have performed strongly over 
the past year, closed down 2 
at 87p. 

Mr Robinson and Granada's 
chief operating officer. Diaries 
Allen, spent much of yesterday 
at Forte's HQ seeking to reas- 
sure staff. 

At their first meeting with 
staff below department head 
level, they said that salaries 
would be paid and there would 
be no fasi organisational 
changes. 

The broking houses BZW 
and ABN Amro Ho are Gov- 
etu both advisers to Granada 


on the bid, are believed to have 
placed 26 million Granada 
shares yesterday at 693p. 

Forte will be replaced in the 
FT-SE 100 index after the 
close of business on 30 Janu- 
ary, the FT-SE Actuaries UK 
Indices Committee said. It will 
be replaced by the largest 
company on the reserve list at 
that time. 

The five companies on the 
replacement list are Anglian 
Water, Greenalls Group, 
MEPC, Next and Mercury As- 
set Management, the fund 
manager whose decision to 
sell its 14 per cent stake in 
Forte is credited with having 
swung the takeover battle. 



Gerry Robinson:.Expecting 
to hear from. Stalds soon 


Lights go out on Liffe’s late session 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Liffe, London's go-go deriva- 
tives exchange, has tom a large 
leaf out of the Stock Ex- 
change's collective works of 
cock-ups, admitting the hasty 
shut-down of its new electron- 
ic options trading system just 15 
minutes after its launch. 

There were shades of Taurus 
minor yesterday, as pained 
Liffe officials, more used to re- 


butting malicious market ru- 
mours of coke in the rest- 
rooms. sough t to explain why 
the plug had hastily to be pulled 
on Thursday on their "very 
leading edge system”. 

Tracers across the City had 
been looking forward to the 
chance to turn a few quid in ibis 
first extension into electronic 
after-hours options trading. 

Suddenly they found them- 
selves tapping in the dark, 
after having grappled confus- 


ingly with reference prices 
that had taken on minds of 
their own. 

“The system was overloaded 
and not performing accept- 
ably," said a Liffe spokes- 
woman, who sounded in danger 
of crashing herself. “We need 
to do some more development 
Options trading can be very 
complex.” 

The APT Plus system was de- 
veloped in-house at a cost of 
£2m to enable trading in Bund 


options to carry on electroni- 
cally after the close at 1630 of 
the normal day's trading, which 
is conducted by open outcry on 
the exchange floor by about 
2.500 traders. 

Liffe has a daily turnover vol- 
ume in excess of £125bn, and is 
the biggest futures and options 
exchange outside Chicago. It is 

currently linking up with the big 
US exchange to extend the 
distribution of its derivative 
products. 
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Abbot wins battle 
for oil operator OIS f 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 

Aberdeen-based Abbot Group 
has won the battle for control 
of OIS International, the oil ser- 
vices company that was floated 
at the end of 1992. Abbot saw 
off a counter-attack launched on 
Thursday morning by OGC In- 
ternational, also based in Ab- 
erdeen, which had won the 
agreement of the OIS board. 

Abbot best known for its 
KCA drilling subsidiary, origi- 
nally offered around £8m for 
01$ just before Christmas after 
exploratory talks broke down. 
OIS, whose profits slumped to 
£144.000 in the year to De- 
cember 1994 from £2 .2m the 
previous year, dismissed the 
offer as opportunistic. 

The approach of a white 
knight in the form of OGC was 
welcomed as an opportunity to 
increase the range of services of- 


fered by by the two companies, 
which have links dating back to 
1977. Bat the rival 28p-per- 
share bid from OGC was quick- 
ly trumped fry a renewed 32p 
cash offer from Abbot. The re- 
newed bid. which includes an 
alternative of five Abbot shares 
for every eight ia OIS, values the 
company at more than £9.9m. 
Abbot last night owned or had 
acceptances for more than S2 
per cent of its target 

Shares in OIS, which came to 
the .market at 5Qp, rose by 4ip 
to 32p, The company has been 
strug gl i ng to recover from se- 
vere problems in 1994, when 
some key contracts were lost or 
deferred and margins took a 
battering in the face of fierce' 
competition. 

OIS specialises in technical in- 
spection services for the offehoie 
ozdusfry and was established in 

1972 with bases in Aberdeen and - 
Great Yarmouth. 


‘Independent’ Money on Saturday 
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business 

P&O is undervalued but not a tempting target 


COM M E N T 


There is a time for 
making the assets 
sweat, but also in 
business, a time 
when managements 

must look to the 
future and invest in it; 
that at least is what 
an increasingly 
worried P & o 
management has 
been telling the City’ 


AI; c rU '- P& ° ? Tht: parallels arc ub- 
shanTFu' E u Cn af,cr,heir recem run, P&O 
da hi r’ ', kc Fbne before the Grana- 

und . r iuiL raJc Ul a suhsI «niial discount to 
■imW V,nfi aSsc,s - N,,r arv profits at P&O 
ncar ‘heir potential: making the 
Gnii> apparently what the Carol 

di? '7 S 'V hK wrld «*pe« of company 
directors these days. 

j s sini Ply nut happening. And 
•i 1 though P&O is plainly not quite the husi- 
ncssdynasiy that Forte was. it conies close. 
l‘| d J r’ lcr * , n£ of Plaistow has been at the 
n m Tor donkeys years: some accuse him of 

tailing asleep ;il the wheel. 

F heading the same way as 

rone, min the arms of an asset -si ripping 
predator? Post Forte, the idea of I he break- 
up hid is suddenly respectable once more. 
>n the C iiy at least. Wiih iLs dozen or so 
unrelated divisions. P&O might seem a 
lur the treatment; it is easily possi- 
ble in get to a break-up value of £7 a share 
so even after the recent ride - up another 
t Jp yesterday in 542p - there is still plenty 
to go for. 

However, there are a number of reasons 
why the present wave of speculation is prob- 
ably wide of the mark. For a start P&O is 
sin sawtftallv large bite for anyone: die likely 
takeout would be anything up to £4bn. On 
lop ol that, the bidder inherits a mountain 
ol debt. Furthermore, the break-up effort 
required would make P&O distinctly unap- 
pealing to any industrial bidder. In the Forte 


ease, the disposal programme faced by 
Granada is large hut containable, in the 
sense that it could he achieved in just two 
or three sales*. With P&O, there would be 
, division after division to sell, all for the sake 
of the one or two businesses that the bidder 
really wants. 

This wouldn’t rule out a break-up 
specialist such as KKR, of course, hut 
whether the Americans would have the 
stomach for an assault of such size on British 
soil must he open to question. The stuck 
market has always found it hard to value con- 
glomerates. even those like P&O that claim 
to have some kind of common thread to 
unite their disparate businesses. P&O is also 
in some highly unfashionable, downtrodden 
industries. 

Even the most inspired of managements 
would find it hard to sparkle in cross-Chan- 
nel ferries, construction and house-building. 
As it is, P&O is probably us effective us most. 
Its under-performance is alsu in part a reflec- 
tion of the fact that it invests heavily for the 
future - an old fashioned concept this. 

There is a time for making the assets 
sweat, hut also in business, a lime when man- 
agements must look to the future and invest 
in it; that at (east is what an increasingly wor- 
ried P&O management has been idling the 
City. In the past three or four months it has 
visited more institutional shareholders than 
in the previous three or four years. The mes- 
sage is that the dividend is safe and that the 
business will soon be reaping the rewards of 


heavy spending and caring management. If. 
in the meantime, bid speculation makes 
investors realise quite how undervalued the 
company is, nobody is going to quarrel Loo 
much with that. 

PFI is just another 

form of never-never 

T he cross-party Treasury committee con- 
cluded its hearings oh the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative this week. It must now begin 
the more difficult pan - deciding wbat to 
make of it all. If Mfti have any sense, they 
will expose the PFI for what it really is - a 
questionable exercise in off-budget 
financing. 

The scale of PFI expansion the Govern- 
ment is seeking is staggering. According to 
the Treasury, departments expect to have 
agreed £14bn worth of PFI contracts within 
the next three years. In its absence, total pub- 
lic sector capital spending would fail dras- 
tically. ty almost a tenth in real terms, in the 
next financial year. 

No one is in any doubt about the politi- 
cal reason fur this helter-skelter rush into 
these uncharted waters. The Government 
couldn't make its sums add up for the bud- 
get, so something had to give. In time-hon- 
oured fashion, that something was public 
investment. Enter the deus ex machine, the 
Private Finance Initiative. 

A useful advantage for the Government 


in its now reckless love affair with the PFI 
is that it is not the only suitor. Indeed, 
doughtv John Prescott, deputy leader of the 
Labour Party, takes credit for inventing the 
idea. Industrialists arc more guarded in their 
support, particularly since right now the PFI 
is not delivering the contracts expected, but 
if in the end it results in more work than the 
public sector would have pul up for grabs 
on its own. then they arc happy loo. 

Sometimes this land of consensus is a 
Good Thing: think of the new-found bipar- 
tisan accord on keeping inflation under con- 
trol. together with sustaining the institutional 
changes, in particular those to the Bank of 
England, that have added credibility to this 
objective. As often as not. however, a blan- 
ket consensus hides a conspiracy of silence, 
in which the various parties haw veiy dif- 
ferent motives in backing a policy. 

So it is with the PFI. Labour hacks the 
scheme because it sees it as a way of escap- 
ing the tyranny of the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement ana so boosting pub- 
lic investment. The Conservatives buck 
the initiative because it allows them to cut 
public investment - while claiming they 
haven’t. Industry sees the PR as a back- 
door entry to nice juicy contracts. Every- 
one loves the PFI then. But who eventually 
picks up the bill? 

Answer: the taxpayer. Except that under 
the PFI, the bill is pushed into the future. 
The public sector no longer contracts to buy 
assets; instead it enters into agreements to 


Contractors warn 15,000 jobs face axe 


purchase services. Not a penny is paid until 
those services start to be provided, so under 
the cash-based public accounts, not a penny 
is shown in the projections of public expen- 
diture until that happens. 

The official rationale for the Private 
Finance Initiative is that this further exten- 
sion of market disciplines into the public sec- 
tor st ands or falls on value for money. A PFI 
scheme must satisfy this criterion if it is to 
go ahead. Top departmental civil servants in 
their capacity as accounting officers and the 
National Audit Office can be relied upon to 

police the new practice. 

Despite these protestations, which include 
claims of substantial savings and better 
quality services on early deals, serious 
doubts remain. Whatever the efficiencies the 
private sector can deliver, it will always face 
substantially higher borrowing costs than the 
Government. 

A further worry is that departments are 
locking themselves into long-term, inflexi- 
ble contracts for services which may become 
redundant. The public sector may find itself 
lied into onerous contracts for services that 
are no longer needed. ... 

But the biggest concern by far is that the 
PFI is for the Government just another form 
of the never-never. MFS must insist that the 
the capital costs of PFI rontracts are 
included in next year’s public expenditure 
figures. Otherwise, claims of spending con- 
trol compared with previous years will 
increasingly lose credibility. 


IN BRIEF 


PETER RODGERS 
Business Editor 

Civil engineers predicted yes- 
terday that 10,000 tul5JMWjuhs 
would be lost this year because 
a slowdown in roadbuilding 
orders is causing a deepening 
slump in Lhe industry. 

John Hackett. the director- 
general of the Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors, 
blamed the government for the 
downturn because of a slowing 
in the award of roadbuilding 
and maintenance contracts. 

Mr Hackett said that the 
Highways Agency business plan 
had been revised downward 
for the 1995-96 year, and now 
included only one start on a ma- 
jor road scheme compared with 
eight announced at the start of 
the financial year .Maintenance 

bad also been trimmed hack and 
some smaller contracts already 
out to tender bad been shelved. 

Mr Hackett said: “in the 
present state of the market it is 
a severe blow to these compa- 
nies to have incurred thou- 
sands of pounds in tendering 
costs, then be told that contracts 
will not be awarded.” 


He added: "The transport 
minister’s announcement, and 
these actions by the Highways 
Agency, are accelerating the 
decline in road construction 
and maintenance that is drag- 
ging down the whole of civil 
engineering." 

The cuntractors also blamed 
slippages in awarding design, 
build, finance and operate 
( DBFO ) contracts - part of the 
government's private finance 
initiative - as a contributory 
factor.But a spokesman said the 
slippage was only three months 
and was nol as important to the 
industry's problems as the 
straightforward cut in the num- 
ber of government contracts 
awarded. 

The spokesman blamed these 
cuts on a hiatus resulting from 
the national transport debate in- 
augurated by Dr Brian Mawhin- 
ney when he was transport 
secretary. “The road versus rail 
debate should have happened 
years ago. Our members were 
left waiting.” The debate played 
into the hands of the Treasury, 
opening the way for a fall in 
spending on roads, he said. 

The contractors, who em- 


ploy 130.000 people, are to 
meet Dr Mawhinney's succes- 
sor. Sir George Young, on Mon- 
day to discuss ways of speeding 
up the award of contracts, in- 
cluding the preparation of a 
standard set of contracts for 
DBFO projects. 

The prediction of a deepen- 
ing slump came from the latest 
quarterly survey of federation 
memhers.OnJy one in five firms 
was resisting the downward 
trend. 

Mr Hackett said the most 
striking feature of the results 
was the continuing low level of 
invitations to tender for future 
work, which pointed to a 
greater fall in workload later in 
1996. The percentage of firms 
reporting a fail m invitations is 
the highest for 15 years, while 
the percentage reporting more 
invitations is the lowest for the 
same period. 

Mr HacketL added “This, 
and a succession of recent gov- 
ernment announcements and 
actions by public sector clients, 
have created a situation of con- 
siderable uncertainty and con- 
cern over the outlook for civil 
engineering later this year." 
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Heading for a slump: CJvif engineers say that invitations to tender are at their lowest 
for 15 years. Only one big road scheme will start this year Photograph: Brian Harris 


There is, however, a slight 
pick-up in the number of firms 
reporting better current order 
books, because of higher orders 
from the water industry. But for 
every firm doing better there are 
two doing worse. Mr Hackett 
said more orders for water and 


sewerage works did not make 
up for the decline in orders for 
transport infrastructure that 
provided the greatest part of the 
civil engineering workload. The 
industry knew there would be 
more work later in the year on 
the first DBFO contracts, but 


that would not make up for the 
cuts in public spending. 

The survey showed improve- 
ments in die circumstances of 
smaller contractors - with 
fewer than 100 workers on sites 
- but no change or a worsening 
for all the larger firms. 


Bass family lifts Sotheby’s stake 

Sotheby’s Holdings, the parent company of the auction house 
group, has confirmed that a group including members of the Bass 
family in America, now owns 7.7 per cent of the shares. 

Electronic nose sniffs out smaller loss 

AromaScaru maker of the “electronic nose", is in detailed talks 
with prospective partners to exploit the company's core technology. 
No further details were disclosed, hut the company said h was 
confident about full-year progress after announcing losses cut from 
£819,000 to £683,000 in the six months to October. 

Rebel bales out of Locker 

John Carr, rebel shareholder in Thomas Locker (Holdings), baled 
out yesterday, selling bis re maining 1 1.6 per cent holding. Mr Carr 
has been a thorn in the side of the family-dominated engineer- 
ing company since he acquired a 22.6 percent stake last May and 
attempted to prevent the reverse takeover of Peotre. an indus- 
trial drums maker. But his objections were rejected by other share- 
holders when they approved the Pentre deal earlier this month. 

Greig Middleton offshore business sold 

King & Sbaxson, is selling the Channel Islands business of its Greig 
Middleton stockbrokers to Collins Stewart for an initial £1.8m. 
At the end of April, the net assets were valued at £1.7m. Pre-tax 
profits for the 12 months to April were £416,000. 

Standard Chartered plans sale of HK unit 

Standard Chartered, the UK-based bank with extensive Asia op~ 
erations, is in discussion with Nava, the finance arm of the Thai 
j Military Bank, over the sale of its Hong Kong-based unit Stan- 
I dard Chartered Securities. 
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Cancer scare shakes Medeva 


Our suggestion earlier this month that an 
investment in Medeva, the drugs group, 
could prove exciting has already been 
borne out by events. Unfortunately the 
subsequent one-fifth fall in the share price, 
even after yesterday’s 5~5p uptick to 
223p, is not what we had in mind. 

The sudden change in sentiment was 
prompted by last week's warning from the 
US Food and Drug Administration that 
Medeva’s best-selling behaviour-modify- 
ing drug. Methylphenidate, could poten- 
tially cause cancer. This boh from the blue 
came after tests on the 40-year-old drug, 
which treats so-called attention deficit dis- 
order. The tests showed a higher than ex- 
pected incidence of a rare liver cancer after 
laboratory rats and mice were treated at 
30 times the normal dose over two years. 
Five male mice out of a sample of 70 de- 
veloped tumours. The FDA described 
these findings as only a “weak signal” of 
the drug’s potential for cancer, but has 
called for doctors to be notified and warn- 
ings to be printed on the packaging. 

BQJ Bogie, Medeva’s chief executive, 
points out that research has shown that the 
sort of liver disease in question is normal- 
ly apparent by the age of four in humans, 
while Methylphenidate is only prescribed 
from six and above. He also stresses the 
FDA’s continued belief that Methyl- 
phenidate is u safe and effective drug. 

But the share price reaction shows just 
how vulnerable Medeva remains to bad 
news. The latest tidings come just as 
Medeva was rehabilitating itself in the City 
after a 19 93 profits warning halved te mar- 


ket value. Continued growth of Methyl- 
phenidate and the prospects for a range 
uf new products ran gin g from a generic me- 
(ered-dose inhaler for asthma to Hepagene, 
a vaccine for hepatitis B, spurred the shares’ 
39 percent outperformance against the rest 
of the slock market last year. 

The problem is that the balance between 
risk and reward is very finely poised at 
Medeva. Methylphenidate is crucial in the 
short term, representing as it does all the 
group’s sales growth and a substantial pro- 
portion of profits. NatWest Markets cal- 
culates that a halving of the drug's expected 
rate of expansion to 13 per cent in 1996 
would cut Medeva's earnings growth from 
16 per cent to 6 per cent this year. 

The deceleration means profits would rise 
from an estimated £79m last year to just 
£S6min 1996, compared with consensus esr 

titrates of around £95m, raising the prospec- 
tive multiple from 11 to 13. Thai is still not 
high for a fast-expanding drugs company, 
but there are plenty of other problems. 

Medeva's new inhaler has now lost the 
race to be the first on the US market to use 
albuterol - generic Vtnlotin - after Ivax won 
approval Gram Lhe authorities last month. 
Competition is set to intensify, with the im- 
minent introduction by Glaxo WtDcome and 
Schering-Plough of generic versions of 
their own patented products. Elsewhere, sev- 
eral other new Medeva products are caught 
up in patent litigation. 

I .aw suits are not uncommon in the 
pharmaceuticals world, but provide a de- 
gree of uncertainty at a time when Mede- 
va is also about to change its chairman and 


Medeva : at a glance 
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Vacrines 


finance director. The shares could drift for 
several months while the effect of the lat- 
est news becomes apparent. 

British Borneo 
rights on track 

When a company, with shares trading at 
378p, stages a two-for-five rights issue at 
310p, the arithmetic points to a notional 
ex-rights price of 359p. It is quite some 
indication of the enthusiasm in the City 
for the oil explorer British Borneo that in 
just those circumstances yesterday, its 
shares actually jumped to 41 Op. 

Since 1989 British Borneo has trans- 
formed itself from what was essentially an 
investment trust, a portfolio of ofl com- 
pany shares, into a well-regarded and fo- 
cused oil exploration and production 
company. The building of that business, 
however, has not been at the expense of 
shareholder value - growing cash flow and 
earnings have easily funded a good divi- 
dend and the share price has quadrupled 
since the beginning of 1992. 

Analysts left yesterday’s meeting with 
the company impressed by its strategy of 
diversifying out of existing strongholds in 
the North Sea and shallow waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico and into the Gulf's deep- 
er waters. It is an oil region of immense 
promise that has attracted a lot of interest 

The big players, however, are really only 
interested in developing fields where 
they can retrieve more than about 75 mil- 
lion barrels of oil. That leaves plenty of 
work for smaller companies, especially if 
they can create cost advantages. 

British Borneo believes ft has a signif- 
icant competitive advantage in the area, 
partly th anks to a recently announced al- 
liance with an American company that has 
developed a low cost production platform 
called SeaStar. Thanks to an agreement 
with Shell to appraise and develop a field 
called Morpeth, Borneo has become one 
of the first independent exploration com- 
panies to establish a significant presence. 

The rights issue, to raise £54m. was ac- 
companied by full-vear results for the 12 
months to December, showing a useful rise 
in pre-tax profits from £1 1.4m to £13.6m. 
Despite higher petroleum revenue tax Iasi 
year, post-tax earnings increased to 23. Ip 
(21.1p), allowing an unchanged dividend 
of 7jp. 

Financially strong and with good asset 
backing, the shares look nicely under- 
pinned but it would be surprising if, fol- 
lowing their recent run, they didn't pause 
for breath. 


Fly now Pay later 


WITH ^INDEPENDENT 


T ake off with The Indepen- 
dent and the independent 
on Sunday's Fly Now Pay Lat- 
er offer. 

We’ve teamed up with Co- 
op Travelcare, one of the top 
travel sgency chains in the UK, 
so that readers of The Inde- 
pendent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit 
on holidays ami flights booked 
through our special service. So 
now you can take off when 
you feel the inclination - with- 
out paying everything up front 
For example, on a holiday 
costing £2,500, at a typical 
APR of 14.9% you would save 
£328. 

With over 300 holiday 
brochures and 49 airlines to 
choose from, there are holi- 
days to suit everyone. 
Whether it's a week in Mau- 
ritius, a romantic city break in 
Paris, or white-water rafting 
down the Zambezi, you’ll 
have the freedom to take off 
anytime between 1 February- 
31 December 1996. 

How to QuaEfy for the 
Easy Payment Plan 

Each day in The Independent 
and the Independent on Sun- 
day, until Saturday 3rd Feb- 
ruary, we will print a different 
numbered token. In order to 





: j - v 


qualify for the Fly Now Pay Lat- 
er Easy Payment Plan, you 
need to collect eight differently 
numbered tokens and keep 
them safe until you are ready 
to make your booking. Today 
we are printing Token 6. 

Yesterday we gave you full 
details on how you can book 
your hofiday with the Easy Pay- 
ment Plan, which we will re- 




peat on Monday, (f you 
would like details of the Easy 
Payment Ran simply call The 
Independent/ Fly Now Ray Lat- 
er helpline on this number: 

0161 827 1044 

fenrts aitf condftions are as 
previously published. 




Fly Now 

Pay Later 


j Token 6 

> ^iESMEPENDENT 

i ..j 


Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25^000 of flights and holidays to be won 


T oday you could win a nine 
day holiday for two where 
you will not only visit South 
Africa, but Zimbabwe and 
Botswana too. Our winner 
and partner will arrive in 
Cape Town and then move on 
to the spectacular Victoria 
Falls. Ybur next stop will be 


at the Chobe Game reserve 
where you can have the once 
-in-a-lifetime thrill of seeing 
big game in the wild. 

To enter our competition all 
you need to do is answer the 
following question and call the 
Fly Now Pay Never competi- 
tion line on 0891 161 985. 


Question: Which two coun- 
tries share the Victoria 
Falls? 

Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute at 
all other times. Lines close at 
midnight tonight Postal en- 
tiy can be made by sending 


your answer, name, address 
and telephone number to: 
The Independent/ Fly Now Pay 
Never Day 6, PO Box 7298, 
London E14 9EG by no later 
than 30 January 1996. The 
winner will be picked at ran- 
dom after entry closes, from 
all correct entrants. 
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Bullock and Hylton add to 400 metres equation 


Athletics 


mike rowbottom 


Hylton: European junior title 


Such is t he wealth of 400 metres 
runners in Britain at the moment 
that it is likely to be one of the 
most consistently intriguing 
events of the season. 

As the tikes of Roger Black. 
Mark Richardson, Du’Aine 
Ladejo and David Grindley train 
on in earnest for their Olympic 
year, two of the country’s most 
promising one-lap runners wifi 
provide a glimpse of the future 
today as they face each other in 
the season's opening indoor 
international in Bir mingham 

Guy Bullock, the 1993 Euro- 
pean junior 400m champion, 
and Mark Hylton, the current 


holder of that title, take to the 
boards in the Bupa Interna- 
tional against Rnsaa with every- 
thing to run for. 

Both have the potential to 
earn an Olympic place this 
summer, although Bullock, a 20* 
year-old Liverpudlian, is realistic 
in his assessment of bow thing s 
stand. “1 would tike to think I 
would be going to the Olympics, 
but both Mark and I have got 
to knock a few people off their 
perches first,** he said. 

But, as Hylton points out, the 
400m is notorious for inducing 
illness and injury, and the odds 
against all four main contenders 
making it to the Olympic trials 
in July in top shape must be 
long. If there are any openings, 
these two runners, and the likes 


of Jamie Bauich, currently 
training with CoJin Jackson in 
Australia, stand ready to exploit 
them. 

Not that either is immune to 
the 400m runner’s trials. Bul- 
lock, a powerful all-round 
sportsman who excelled at foot- 
ball and rugby as a schoolboy, 
bad most of last season ruined 
by a hamstring injury and a chest 
infection. Hylton achieved both 
his ambitions for last year in 
winning his junior title and 
making the British team at the 
Gothenburg World Cham- 
pionships, but last November he 
contracted glandular fever and 
missed a month’s training. 

Bullock, who has lost a stone 
in weight recently since following 
wbat he describes as a more 


“event specific” approach to his 
training, indicated his return to 
form at the Birmingham New 
Year Games as he broke 47 sec- 
onds in a runaway victory. 

Although Bullock no longer 
shares a coach with Gxindley-he 
switched back to Alan Presicott 
from Chris Butler recently - he 
still trains regularly with the 
British record holder. 

Hylton gave notice of his own 
return to fitness last week in tak- 
ing the Scottish indoor title in 
47J3sec, one hundredth of a sec- 
ond outside the championship 
best. The 19-year-okl from Wind- 
sor has a similar training set-up 
to Bullock, working with a more 
established one-lap runner in 
Richardson, last year's Euro- 
pean Cup champion. 


With manv of Britain s more 
established athletes still training 
abroad, this leam includes seven 
new internationals, including 
Hylton's 17-year-old Windsor 
club-mate, Lesley Owusu. who 
aim competes at 400m- 

Neil Caddy- whose victory 
over a strong 2 . 000 m field at the 
Durham cross-country event 

on 3J December was full oi 
promise, also has his first inter- 
national run-out. 

Meanwhile Judy Oakes, who 
first competed for Britain before 
Hylton was born, will make 
her 73rd appearance for Great 
Britain - an all-time record. 

The 37 -vear-oId shot putter, 
whose first international ap- 
pearance was on 31 January 
1976. will surpass the mark 


held b;- the current Britfehi^m 

’£%£££*%* 
1904 became the first per* 0 
exceed an Olympic ft 

1996 when she recorded lb.U 

metres on 6 January- 
“Jfs a special milestone m my 
life because it shows 1 vc sup- 
ported ray sport for a 

toe.” said Oakes, who is hopu^ 

to reach the final at what will be 
her third Olympics- 

“I think it is going to be haro 

foranvone to beanhe 
cause there are fewer miema- 

iional matches nowadays. 

Besides, it's taken me 20 years*! 
don't think anyone else would be 


Chang and 


Becker in 


final battle 


Tennis 


Michael Chang has only Boris 
Becker lo beat 10 end his seven- 
year wait for a second grand 
slam title after trouncing the 
defending champion. Andre 
Agassi, in straight sets in the 
Australian Open semi-finals in 
Melbourne yesterday. 

However. Becker, who won 
the title in 1991, will be no 
pushover after beating the un- 
seeded Australian veteran Mark 
Woodforde 6-4, 6-2. 6-0 in only 
Ihr 3Smin to set up a final 
against the 23-vcar-oId world 
No 5. Chang, who won 6-1. 
6-4. 7-6. mastered the almost 
gale-force conditions better 
than his compatriot and was 
happy to play a wailing game as 
Agassi unleashed a string of un- 
characteristic errors. 

Chang not only used his new. 
longer racket to devastating 
effect with 13 aces but was all 
over the court, running down 
potential winners, varying the 
pace of the game with clever 
lop-spin and wailing for the 
Agassi mistakes. 

Agassi obliged and conceded 
that the wind was a nightmare, 
“ft was one of the windiest days 
T ve ever played in a grand slam 
tournament," he said. “The 
wind was kind of playing havoc 
out there. In a windy situation, 
a player with a lot of footwork 
like Chang has the advantage." 

Agassi, who had stumbled 
down a spiral staircase before 
his first-round match and in- 
jured his knee, said he felt flat, 
a feeling reflected in an aston- 
ishing 60 unforced errors. “I 
don’t think anything has been 
100 per cent the whole tourna- 
ment." said AgassL who played 
three gruelling five-setters on his 
way to the semi-final. 

“Sometimes your eyes are 


bigger than your stomach,” Brad 
Gilbert. Agassi’s coach, said of 
his belief that his charge could 
win this tournament again, “His 
body just didn't have it for him 
today. I think he was tired after 
playing 22 sets in this tourna- 
ment. The adrenalin pulled him 
through a few matches but 
today he hit the wall.” 

Down two sets. Agassi 
showed only glimpses of the 
form that saved him from de- 
feat in the quarter-final against 
Jim Courier, a win that gave him 
(he points lo wrest back the 
No 1 spot from Pete Sampras. 

The Las Vegan battled back 
from an eight-game losing 
streak in Lbe second set to sal- 
vage some pride, and then 
broke Chang's booming serve in 
the third to set up a 4-1 lead. 

But Agassi’s errors kept 
mounting and his gome cracked 
beneath the weight of them mid- 
way through Lhe third set when 
he ’hit a forehand long to give 
Chang the break back and send 
the match into a tie-break, 
which Chang took 7-1. 

Chang, who is striving for a 
second grand slam title after 
winning the French Open as a 
17-year-old. said no one could 
rest on their ranking. “I think 
it shows the depth of men’s ten- 
nis now. If you are No 1 in the 
world it does not mean you are 
safe any more.” 

Despite the crushing nature 
of his defeat. Agassi still backed 
Becker for his second title here. 
“1 think Boris has a game that 
can lake Chang’s speed out 
out of the equation to a certain 
degree and a guy like Boris 
senes well. When he’s holding, 
he’s good enough to beat any- 
body." 

Becker, the fourth seed, was 
brutal in his defeat of Woodforde, 
who had surprised everyone, 
including himself, in winning his 
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Sonic boomer Boris Becker drives past Mark Woodforde yesterday to reach tomorrow^ final against Michael Chang 


Photograph: AP 


way to a first grand slam semi- 
final at the 38th attempt 

Becker ignored sentiment 
and a partisan crowd to blast 
Woodforde off the court, ap- 
propriately wrapping up the 
Centre Court match with two 
aces in a third-set whitewash. 

“Boris had one of those 
days." Woodforde said, “when 
probably God could have been 
out there on the other end and 
he would have beaten Him 
easily." 

The 28-year-old German, 
who has not won a grand slam 
tournament since his 1991 vic- 
tory at Flinders Park, was asked 
afterwards how hungry he was 
for a sixth grand slam title. 
“Since I haven’t been eating for 
the last couple of years, I'm quite 
hungry. I was quite close last 
year at Wimbledon and I 


couldn’t manage it but fm in 
the final again and I'm going to 
take another shot at it," he 
said. 

But the world No 4. who has 
put behind him a run of poor 
form at the Australian Open 
Since winning the title, now 
comes up against an in-form 
player who has not dropped a set 
in six matches on the way to a 
third grand slam final. 

■ England's Martin Lee and 
James Trotman are through to 
the boys’ doubles final at the 
Australian Open. They defeat- 
ed the Swedish pair Matthias 
Hellstrom and Bjorn Rehntpisi 
7-5 6-2 in the semi-finals y es- 
terday. Lee. IS. and his 16-y car- 
old partner. Trotman. won the 
boys* doubles at Wimbledon 
last year. 

Resoles, Sporting Digest, page 27 


Size does make a difference 


JOHN ROBERTS 


As a 5ft 9in Christian. Michael 
Chang lakes inspiration from 
the story of David and Goliath. 
Competing against big-serving 
opponents oi 6 fi 4in and above, 
however, prompted him to try 
to even things up a little. So he 
added an inch to the length of 
his racket. 

This w as quite in order. The 
roles allow for a racket to be up 
to 52 in. and Chang's is 29in. Bui 
the .American’s success pro- 
voked the authorities to think 
again, fearing that the goliaths 
of the game might retaliate by 
reaching for the bicaest club. 


As a consequence, a motion 
seeking to limit the lengib of 
rackets to 29in is due to be sub- 
mitted to the International Ten- 
nis Federation's annual meeting 
in June. 

Most rackets are 27 in or 
2Sin long. but. as the current is- 
sue of fTF .Vovs points out: “A 
rival some 10 inches taller - like 
Todd Martin - using a 52in rack- 
et. would serve the bail from 
mere than a foot higher chan 
Chang using his current racket". 

Cbar.g acquired the w eapon 
earh in '1994. He took time to 
adjust to the difference, but per- 
sisted with characteristic de- 
termination. Maintaining his 
pface in the world’s top 10 . the 


23-year-old gradually increased 
the potency of his serve and 
started hitting a surprising num- 
ber of aces. 

Technology has helped, but so 
has Chang’s revised approach to 
the g3me. “I spend a heck of a 
lot more time practising my 
serve." he says. “When I was 
younger I used to concentrate 
on hitting groundstrokes, but 
when you ran win a few free 
points you don’t have to work 
so hard in every game." 

Chang, denied a triumph by 
Thomas' Muster at the French 
Open last June, has advanced im- 
pressively to the Australian Open 
final. Tomorrow’s opponent ts 
Boris Becker, a mere 6 ft 3in. 


Unford Christie won his ftna 
100 metres race of the year with 
impressive ease at the Adelaide 
Grand Prix vestetday. 

Running into a strong head- 
wind. the 'Olympic champion 
dominated the race from the -40- 
meire mark and crossed the line 
in a hand-timed 10 seconds 
dead. The lime is worth the 
equivalent of around 10-25sec 
timed electronically. Australia's 
Tim Jackson was second in 103. 

Christie hasyet lo reveal if he 
will run in the Atlanta Olympics. 
He has spent the past month in 
Australia training, increasing 
speculation that the Olympics 
will be his swansong. “I just want 
to go out with a bang this year," 
Christie said. “I’m in better 
shape than last year and I'm very, 
very strong at the moment." 

Colin Jackson won the 1 20m 
hurdles in 1339 despite running 
into a headwind of 2.7mps. 
“I’m really happy to turn in a 
performance like that so early 
in the year," Jackson said. 

“Going into that headwind 1 
thought 13-6 would have bran a 
good performance.” Jackson's 
fellow Welshman. Paul Gray, the 
Commonwealth bronze medal- 
fist, was second in 14.04. 

Melinda Gainsford. of Aus- 
tralia. won the women’s 100 m in 
1136 and the 200m in 2333. 
while her compatriot. Cathy 
Freeman, took the 400m in 
50.%. Paul Bitok. of Kenya, won 
the men’s. 3.000m in 7mtn 
48-09sec. 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


450,000 


The number of tickets that 
have been sold or? the do? 
mestic market for. football’s 
European Championship finals 
in England in; June.. Only 
90,000 remain for the entire 
31-match . programme' iri- 
wMng l 6 cotaiOies; • 


Questions of Sport 
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£40,000 to be won 


-/Nfs-'-'r 


•fr. 


in your paper today you will find another Questions Of 
Sport multi-choice scratch card which, if you answer 
three sporting questions correctly, gives you the 
chance of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 


You don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a 
good general sporting knowledge should suffice. But 
remember, you only get one chance to answer each 
question, so if you are in any doubt r check it out. 


The card contains eight games so you can play daily 
from today through till Friday 2 February. 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT CLAIM COUPON 


Saturday 27 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 


i Take this coupon to any of the participating 
i Newsagents listed who will give you your prize 
\ instantly. 


! NAME 

! address 


» POSTCODE TELEPHONE 


' To the Newsagent: Please check the card is 
; conect and give the reader the value of their 
* prize. Send this coupon or details supplied on 
! plain paper together with the winning card to 
J your head office for full redemption. 


As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a 
weekly accumulator prize of £5,000 to be won. 


Play again in tomorrow’s Independent on Sunday for 

two chances to win. 



INDEPENDENT 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of the card 
dated Saturday 27 January. Below are three 
sporting questions, each with three possible 
answers coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question One, either A,B or C in the 
Q1 column then repeat for Q2 and Q3. 


IMPORTANT: 






THE QUESTIONS 

Q1 Who is tfte coach of the Welsh national 
rugby union team? 

A: Kevin Bowring 
B: Terry Holmes 
C: Alex Evans 


Q2 Which former champion Flat-race 
jockey retired in 1995? 

A: Joe Mercer 
B: Willie Carson 
C: Lester Piggott 


Q3 Which 1984 Olympic gold medaffist 
has been on the books of Mansfield Town 
FC this season? 

A; Steve Redgrave 
B: Sebastian Coe 
C: Daley Thompson 


Scratch off ONE letter onty fof each question^; 

If you reveal three identical 
one game section on any cave 
amount .• •• •- .. 

After you have played the test g amew.yotir : 
card, total the cash ametmtey^.haw^^ed. 
If your total is £5,000 jou win or.shBtktffe:':; 
£5.000 accumulator prize. 'fou:cot#$ ; srt» win 
today's instant prize of £100 by r&^sg/^^an ' 
asterisk. / ■ ' 

HOW TO CLAIM • - 

IF you have revealed three Jdantfoaf'Cssh. ’ 
amounts of £5 or under, DO NOT PHONE Take 
the claim coupon OR a piece of.pteiri paper with 
your name and address on lt Hi^Theretevant 
section of the card to orie^ef tiia newsagents; - 
listed below. ; • . -• ‘ 

For prizes oyer £10, phone 01254 683666 finsh 
Republic 0044 1254 6836665; between. . 
10.30am and 4pm today. ;- ;V - . ... r ... 

Participating newsagents: John 
Menzfes, Fortjupys, MaitfosiiRS McCon.Oillon®,- , 
Gibbs, Macs, Supercigs, United News Shops, 

Star News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming your card ■ 
and coupon for a prize send both to: 

Independent Questions Of Sport claims: P0 Box 
60, Burnley, BB10 1SH. ■ 


RULES 

J_ No purchase necessary Cards are freely available 
from newsagents or oy sending a large s ae to: 
Independent Questions Of Sport Card Request, P0 Bax 
41, Blackburn X, BB2 6 AG. One card per request 

2. The prizes for each game will be awarded to the 
player or players making a successful d aim. 

3. All claims are subject to scrutiny and cards must 
be intact to be eligible for a prize. Cards with printing 
errors are void. 

4- Winners must agree to the publication of their 
names and photographs In The Independent ana the 
Independent on Sunday 


5. Should more prizes be claimed than are available 
m any pnze category, for any reason; 2 simple- draw 
will take pteoe for the prize. 

6 . Persons under 1 $ years old, employees of •’ ’ 

Newspaper Publishing pk:., Mirror Group, Europrint / 
Promotions Ltd.. Newspaper Publishing pic retail 
apnts, their agents and famines are not allowed to 
play# - 

7. The Editors’ derisions are final In an matter • 

relating to the games. No correspondence can be ' 
altered into. : .. . 
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^!m w ? rc * s ^ ee ar| d kick performed a little two-step before the K 
or kick stepped forward and bent the ball round his colleagues 


There was a lot to catch the eve at 
Upton Park on Monday night as 
West Ham took on Manchester 
United: me moment Iain Dowie lost 

a contact lens so far up his eve it was 

practically in his scalp; the incident 
when Ryan Giggs ran into Julian 
Dicks and bounced off him as i f from 
a trampoline; or, a year after Sel- 
hurst, the unexpected sight of Eric 
Cantona acting as peace maker, suc- 

nMtino tn nn nuar - j . S 


luaKer, sug- 
gesting to an over-heated Andy 
Cole that football really isn't worth 


getting all steamed up ahout and 
that, like one of Harry Enfield's 
scouse brothers, he should really 
calm down, calm down. Despite ail 
that, what nobody could avoid star- 
ing at in open-mouthed astonish- 
ment were the pair of giant 
video-screen scoreboards squeezed 
into two comers of the ground. 


°J d da > rs - you may n.-- 

member. information was conduct- 

h m F d Ul roolbail “itches 
the number board. An archaic 

S K vcl V. re - ** »t«n was sup- 
ped lo give (he half-time scores in 
other matches via a series of letters 
and numbers. Invariably sited well 
out of eye-shot (at St James* Park 
H was placed alop an unsteady scaf- 
toldmg structure up which an old bov 
used to have to cUmb at half-time 
with a box of numbers, provoking 
much impromptu book-making in 
[nc stands about whether he was po- 
mg io make it), as a source of in- 
tormation it was virtually useless. 
*ou spent much of the time, eyes 
narrowed in concentration, squint- 
ing to work out if the score at match 
Aw-as l-l,0-0or 10-10. And that was 
before you realised that you didn’t 


know which game match A was in 
the first place. You’d need to be an 
expert in the Times crossword to de- 
cipher what was going on in (he rest 
of the football world. 

Electronics did away with all (hat 
and, as the new stadiums have 
bloomed post-Taylor, the screens 
have started to appear. Highbury has 
one. White Hart Lane has one. Old 
Trafford hasn't yeu but when one is 
installed you imagine miniature 
take-home versions will be available 
for £19.99 at the United Megastore. 
None, though, is operated with 
quite the elan of the Upton Park 
screen. Not for it the simple expe- 
dient of listing the teams, or perhaps 
showing action replays of near miss- 
es and moments of controversy. Tak- 
ing its lead (him the computerised 
scoreboards in Australian and South 


Jim White 



Alan Green, to pass judgment on 
everything that happens on the 
pitch. And a lot more besides. 

When a player was booked, for in- 
stance, a giant animated ref ap- 
peared on the screen and flourished 
his huge yellow card; when there was 
a free-kick, the words free and kick 


performed a little two-step and 
formed a wall, before the K of lack 


ON SATURDAY 


African cricket grounds, on which 
cartoon stumps fly every lime a wick- 
et is taken, or sad looking dudes wad- 
dle pavilion- wards when a player is 
out for nought, the Upton screen 
feds the need, like an Internet 


formed a wall, before the K of lack 
stepped forward and bent the ball 
round his colleagues; after a West 
Haro near miss, up on screen came 
(he word “oooob” as if the entire 
East End crowd were made up erf Ju- 
lian Clary soundalikes. And when a 
player went down injured a cartoon 
sequence ensued, worthy of a con- 
tract with Wkmer Brothers as the lat- 
est Loony Tune. Up on the screen 
came the words “Player injured. Oh 
no, ibis looks like a job for...der der 


der... Super Sponge." At which an 
animated sponge with arms, legs and 
apparently super-hero levels of 
restorative properties, bounced on 
to the screen to administer a sooth- 
ing balm. Tins happened every time 

except when Cantona was down, 
when, with a chirpy cockney spar- 
rer’s sense of mischief, the screen 
mixed two programs: “Player in- 
jured. Oh no, this looks like a job 
for.. .der der der..." appeared as 
usual but, before Super Sponge 
could arrive on the scene, up came 
the sequence which had run sever- 
al times of a giant hammer smash- 
ing on to a tiny green pitch to leave 
an indentation of the West Ham dub 
crest on the turf. 

Such inning subversion made 
you think what an intriguing idea it 
would be if a scoreboard was 


allowed to reflect the genuine feel- 
ings of the crowd. When a full-back 
sliced a clearance the words “My 
granny could kick it further than 
you” might come up on the screen. 
Or when the opposing striker 
missed a sitter, it could inform us 
he was, after all, an Arsenal reject. 

Never mind Super Sponge, if a 
member of the opposition went 
down injured the scoreboard could, 
in a revrvaiist nod to the old 1970s 
chant, be filled with a little cartoon 
dustbin chugging on to remove the 
felled player. And if one defeat sig- 
nalled the start of a bad run, the 
screen could lead the chants of “sack 

the manager” or organise a petition 
to demand the resignation of the 
board. Ideal for the computer gen- 
eration - not so much terrace hooli- 
gans as video nasties. 


SUPER BOWL XXX: Dallas are near-certainties for tomorrow's big game, but their coach is labelled a bonehead. Matt Tench reports 


Switzer enters the 


last chance saloon 


O n a freezing December 
afternoon in Philadelphia, 
the Dallas Cowbovs were 


the Dallas Cowboys were 
itterapting to make progress 
tom deep within their own ler- 
itoiy. The game was in its clos- 
ng stages and, having dominated 
he first half, the Cowboys bad 
ieen thwarted for much of the 
econd by an Eagles side giving 
is best show of the season. 

The scores were now level and 
s the Veteran’s Stadium faith- 
ul bayed for Cowboy blood, 
□other Dallas possession app- 
eared to be coming to a pre- 
lature conclusion. After three 
owns the visitors were at their 
wn 29-yard line and needed an- 
ther foot to keep the drive alive. 
At which point Barry Swifter 
lade the most famous call of 
te 1995 season. 

With possession swapping af- 
r four downs if lOyards are not 
ade, a kick see mol inevitable, 
vitzer. however, chose to punt 
a different sense. The son of 
Mississippi riverboat gambler, 
■ staked everything on his of- 
nse making the extra inches, 
toring the dangers of ceding 
e half within field goal range. 
Emmitt Smith rushed but 
is baulked- But just as the 
tilly faithful began a frenzied 
lebration, the play was called 
ck. An official bad blown the 
before it started to sig- 
I ine two-minule warning. 
Switzer had been saved from 
; recklessness but then, to 
tss incredulity, he once again 
ose to gamble. John Madden, 
: doyen of television com- 
mtators, made no attempt to 
ie his disbelief. “What in the 
ck is going on?" he blurted 
L The Cowboys ran the same 
iv. were again stopped, and 
ir downs later the Eagles 
-ked the winning field goal. 
In the television studio, 
itzer’s predecessor, Jimmy 
insert, could hardly contain his 
e. Johnson, whose attitude to 
successor makes Mrs Thatch- 
j view of John Major appear 
3idvely benign, insisted that a 
m was the only option. “You 
that in high school college 
i the pros,” he said, a pointed 
erence to Switzer's lack of 
L experience before taking 
r the Super Bowl champions, 
iwitzers Decision (it took less 
n 24 hours to acquire proper- 


name siatusl became the talk of 
the league. Afterwards, he jus- 
tified it on the grounds that a 
punt would have been into the 
wind, and the Eaeies would 
have had a reasonable chance of 
driving for the wi nning field goal. 
The Cowboys players and own- 
er, Jerry Jones, rallied round the 
head coach, but few were con- 
vinced. On Dallas radio talk- 
shows, it was acclaimed as the 
worst coaching derision in fran- 
chise history, and one columnist 


It was acclaimed 
as the worst 
coaching decision 
in franchise history 


even called for Switzer’s head. 
Just about the only support 
came from Brent Krekfer, an as- 
sistant professor of economics 
at Virginia University, who pro- 
duced an equation which sug- 
gested the coach was correct, a 
contribution that can have done 
nothing to advance public con- 
fidence in the reliability of 
mathem atical proofs. 

For Switzer, the Decision 
symbolised a turbulent season. 
His Cowboys rebounded from 
the Philadelphia defeat and go 
into Sunday’s Super Bowl in 
Phoenix against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers as unbackable 
favourites. But as the teams 
gathered in Phoenix this week, 
die talk has tended to be of the 
brilliance of the Cowboy play- 
ers - and the boneheadedness 
of their coach. 

The reasons for this stretch 
way beyond the Derision, and 
bade to Jones’s decision to hire 
Switzer. In five years, Jones and 
Johnson had built the Cowboys 
into the sport's most talented 
team. When their relationship 
ended in a messy divorce, Jones 
is said to have remarked that any- 
body could guide the two-time 
Super Bowl champions bade to 
the big game. An unkind view is 


that Jones then sought to prove 
the pointty appointing a nobody. 

Although highly successful in 
college, Switzer had left Okla- 
homa five years earlier amid 
allegations of rules violations. 


Charismatic but hardly revered, 
he was in the highly nnnoial 
position of inheriting a team that 
needed no adjustments to con- 
tinue its success “ Leave well 
alone,” was Johnson’s acerbic ad- 
vice before Switzer’s first game. 

Switzer, whose style was any- 
way more relaxed than the 
driven Johnson's, adopted a low 
profile in his first year and navi- 
gated the Cowboys to the NFC 
Championship game where they 
lost to the Super Bowl-winning 
San Francisco 49c rs. 

As the Cowboys prepared for 
this season. Switzer made a con- 
scious decision to take firmer 
control. “I told you a year ago 
that it was your team,” he said 
to his players. “What I’m telling 
you today is now it’s my team/ 

Which was a bit rich because 
everybody knows that the Cow- 
boys are really Jeny Jones’s 
team, and therein lies Switzer s 
biggest problem. 

Any successor was going to 
have to put up with Jones's all- 
pervading presence, but the 
complexities of the relationship 
between owner and head coach, 
allied to the continual question- 
ing of Switzer’s abilities, have 
made this a difficult season for 
the Cowboys. “When we win a 
game, we are supposed to win iL 
When we lose, it’s always a ga m e 
we were supposed to win," Troy 
Aflcman, their quarterback, said 

One of Switzer' s lighter mo- 
ments came after defeating 
Green Bay in the NFC Cham- 
pionship game a fortnight ago. 
After the victory Aikman, who 
is widely reported to have his 
own misgivings about Switzer’s 
style, gave behead coach a game 
ball and the players made a 
point of supporting their coach. 

All the same, reports that the 
Cowboysrmistprevai] tomorrow 
for Switzer to keep his job per- 
sist Jones insists this is not so, 
but given the premium he has 
put on another Soper Bowl and 
the perceived gulf between the 
sides, defeat in Phoenix would 
be regarded as a catastrophe in 
Cowboy country, and maybe 
one that required a lynching. 

The Cowboys should win, 
and win handsomely, but of one 
thing we can be sure. If they get 
a fourth and short inside their 
own 30-yard line, Bany Switzer 
will punt the ball away. 









Barry Switzer the head coach of Dallas, is tn a pensive mood after the decision that gave Philadelphia victory earlier tills season Photograph: Allsport 


Stars to expand the Dallas dynasty 


MATT TENCH 


Just about the only way in 
which the Dallas Cowboys are 
not the perfect ambassadors for 
their part of the world is that 
they represent the Lone Star 
State. This is plainly ridicu- 
lous. The Cowboys have enough 
brilliance in their midst to con- 
stitute a minor constellation. 

That apart, the team from 
Texas are the sporting embodi- 
ment of an area where young- 
sters leant to strut before they 
can walk and modesty is re- 
garded as a character fault. 
From the way Jeny Jones swag- 
gers along the sideline as though 


he owns the place (he does) to 
Michael Irvin’s exaggerated 
end-zone celebrations, this is a 
group that has enjoyed its 
marked dominance in the 1990s, 
and in many ways the only sur- 
prise about Deion Sanders is 
that it took the NFLs flashiest 
individual so long to find his nat- 
ural home. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers, by 
contrast, come from the game’s 
blue-coliar heartland and in 
their head coach. Bill Cowher, 
have one of the few of his call- 
ing who would not look out of 
place working in the industry 
which gives his team its name. 

When the two teams meet in 
Phoenix tomorrow, it wfll be as 


a much a dash of cultures as a 
battle for Super Bowl XXX. 
Unfortunately for those seek- 
ing working-class heroes, it is 
not just symbolically that it 
win be a contest between haves 
and haves not. 

For all their posturing, the 
Cowboys are by some distance 
the more talented of the two 
rides, and in particular possess 
an offense to compare with any 
ever assembled. Ine trio of the 
quarterback Troy Aikman. die 
r unning back Emmitt Smith 
and the wide receiver Irvin 
tend to dominate the headlines, 
but the supporting cast is hard- 
ly less impressive, with arguably 
die League's best full back and 


tight end working behind what 
is indisputably the League's 
best offensive line. 

Pittsburgh's strength lies in 
their menacing defence and 
for them to have any chance, 
their outside linebackers Greg 
Lloyd and Kevin Greene mil 
have to make Aikman’s ac- 
quaintance on a regular basis. 
Lloyd, Lawrence Thylor's nat- 
ural successor, was frank about 
his goals this week. “Not that 
you go out there with the in- 
tention to hurt, but to get him 
out of the game," he said. The 
Steelers’ comerback Rod 
Woodson will play for the first 
time since suffering a serious 
knee injury in the opening game 


of the season, but the Cowboys, 
too, are buoyed by the return of 
an outstanding defensive player, 
Charles Haley. “How many 
snaps be will play I don't know. 
But he will play," Bany Switzer, 
the Dallas head coach, said of 
the defensive end missing for 
two months with back trouble. 

Just about the only thing the 
underdogs do have going for 
them is hisuny. In the 1970s, the 
sides met twice at the Super 
Bowl with the Steelers pre- 
vailing on each occasion. But 
that was in the era of the Steel 
Curtain. Tomorrow belongs to 
the Golden Cowboys, who will 
win by at least a couple of 
touchdowns. 
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Racing C»ub Warwick; King's Lynn v Moor 
Green; Leicester Utd v Sutton CoWfiefcf; 
pagst Ranges v Btfston town; Reddteh 
Unfed v Grantham Town: Rothwefi tom 
vTamwonn. Southern WvWarc Ashford 
Town v Forest Green Rowers; Cinderford 
town v Basttay; fleet v Ttowbnd ge town ; 
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Havant town v Bia&nree town; Margate v 
Fto h am town; Newport toW v Erim and 
Belvedere; Watertoovffte v Weymouth; 
Weston-super-Mare v Sittlngboume; Wftt- 
ney tovm v tonbridga; Wte town v Fisher: 
WMSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE First 
Divfarion: Beck enha m torn v Ou nn t hl a n; 
Carfertnay Cfev lhamesmead town; Oay 
Wanderers v Ramsgate; Dartford v Deal 
town; Favereham tom v Hythe Unfed; 
FbBastone ImfctevWhistableTown; Fur- 
ness vlunbnd^ Wefts GreenWch Borougi 
v Crockenfttt; Heme Bay v Sheppey (to- 
ted; Slade Green v Chatham. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
Division: Arundei v laneney Spots; East- 
bourne town v Wick HaUsham town; v 
Burgess HB; Hassocks v Whfehawfo Hor- 
sham YMCA v Ponfiekt; Oakwood v Mile 
Oak; ffegham v Rtagner; toacehmenand 
Tetecomoe v Three Bridges; SouihYAcX v 
Cruwtjorwgh; Stamco v Shorehem. 
NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE 
Praetor DMstare Armtharpe Weflfcre v 
Gooie town; Denety Unaed v Belper 
Town; GfcssnougWon WeBere v HeSem; 
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SS^vRWewdatettjtocfcWfe- 
grove Athletic v Eastwod Harfey; Mqss- 
gy v Newcastle to'T’L, v 

Sfcejmefsdale Unfed: St Helens town v 
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Hferatf town vVWrtroys town; Wbocforidg: 
town v Stowmaiket town. 

MTERLMK EXPRESS MSILAND ALr 
UANC& BWenafl v Chasetown; Boldmera 
St Mchaeis v Halesowen Hames; Wnck- 
)w AxNeoc v West MOands PoBce; Od- 
bury Unrad v RushaB Olympic; Sandwek 
Boroufe v BarweU: Shepshed Dynarm v 
WStenhafl Town; Shifnal town v Rocester; 
StapenhR v Knypereley Victoria: Stratford 
town v BoieheB Saaofts. 

HEREMARD (MTB> COUNTES LEAGUE 
P remier DMstoic Boson Town v Raun- 
de; Bourne v Cogpnhoe; Dertorouai v 
Jtorasm Eynesbmy v Hrtbeach; ffcw- 
port PzgneJl v St Neots; Nonhanvton 
Spencer v Sasfold; Poem v tong Buck- 
by. Samford v Spalding UW Wefen^jor- 
ouet town v SawaRs and Ucwds 
Wooden Bfoe Ooss v Mnfoes Btatisrane. 
GREAT MLL5 LEAGUE Prender DMNom 
Bideford v Bnsitf Manor Farm; Chipper- 
hamvBamsaple town; Frame town v Bn&r 
tngttn: tengptsfte*d Unrad v Cradroon 
Unfed; teuton Rovers v Ermre; Taunton 
town v Tneiran town: tomngton v Caine: 
Westtny Unfed v Bndport. 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Fnt Dhr&ote BnSrgtem %n- 
thorta v Dunsssn Federabon Brewery; 
Chester-toSseea t Gusbora^i town: 
EppsesmrCW v Consett; Fe^yftdi Athieos 
vSetSngon toners: vsjrrcn vMaiytowi; 


Retedee v Stockton; RTM Newcastle v 
Shddorr; Seehem Red Star v West Auck- 
land; tow Law Town v Crook; WNckham v 
Durham City 

PRESS AND JOURNAL MGHLAND 
lFA”* 5 - Brora Rangm v Fraswtxagh; 
BucMeflwlev Lossiemouth; Cow Ranges 
w Forres Mech a nics; Fort Wffliam v Naim 
CouTty; Hurnty v Wick Academy; Rothes 
v Bgn City. 

StMRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Bangar v Lntieid; CfaftomOe v Oen- 
tzxan; Crusader? v Glenavon; ftxsdown 
v Aids, ftlst Division: Bahdare Comrades 
v CoJerafoe; Disafiery v Candc Lame v 
Newiy; Omagh town v BaHymena. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Bangor Coy v Bany 
Town; Briton Feny v Camaes Bay. Caer- 
5 wb v Conwy (230); Connah's Quay No- 
mads v ton D ent ie ; Flint town Utd v 
C aemari bn town (230); Wet totgTvAfen 
Udo: Llansantffraid v Llaneli; Newtown v 
Holywell: ftxthmadagv Aberystwyth- Post- 
poawfo Cwmbran vRhyl; 

BORD GAtS LEAG1S OF RELAND Pre- 
miarDMaioir Deny Cttyv Shamrock Rovers 
(7 30); Ditgxea Ua> v Cork City (7.45); 
S^D Rmes v Shefooisne (730). 

JWON MSUtANCECOWMffnoN First 
DMNok Arsenal v Portsmouth. 

BL YOUTH CUP Fourtft round: Liverpooi 
v Sheffield Utd (2.0). 


Ro^jy League 

SLK CUT CHALLBtGE CUP Fourth 
round: Castteforti v St Helens (3.05). 


Rugby Union 

230 unless stated 


v Langholm; Hawick v Peebles: Jed-Forest 
vSeWrtc Melrose v Kelso. West Gtesgow 
High-KaivtnskJe v Gtesgow Academraate; 
Gtas&jw Southern v Ayr; KSmamock v 
West of Scotland; Wigtownshire v Stirling 
County. 


V Old WMcountians; Fa reham v Woking; 
Gore Court v WoWngham; Maidenhead v 
WbnUedon: Old Klngstonians v Newbury; 
Oxford Hawks v Chichester; Winchester v 
Lions. 

0IZ MDLAND PRBKR; Btoavlch v North 
Nods; Hartomev Hampton n Arden; Khat- 
sa v Brid^xxth; Loughborou^t Snxfems 
v John Player Nottingham v BeJpet. 
ADNABAS EAST PREMBC Cambnt^ Cdy 
v Buy St Edmunds; Cambridge Unht v Bsh- 
ops Stonford; Ipswich v Chelmsford; Pe- 
terborough town v Colchester; Redbndge 
and Dford v B e d f ord Town. 

SUOJFE WEST OF ENGLAND & SOUTH 
VALES PREMIER: Exeter Unfv v Bristol 
liniv; Plymouth v Whitchurch; Robinsons 
v Bah Buccs; Swansea v Cheltenham: 
Taunton Vale v Weston-super-Mare. 
NORTH DIVISION ONE: Ben Rhyddlng v 
Sheffield Bankers; Fcrmby v Norton; Har- 
rogate v Nestwv Southport v TimpeHey. 
Wamngton v Hatifex. 
WOMBfSmVSPORIS THREE COUNIES 
First DtvMoK Bracknell v Henley: Fam- 
hsm Common v Wokingham: Marlow v 
Readns MOton Keynes vRarwlagh; New- 
buy v Oxford Untv; Wycombe Rye v West 
Wtmey 


SNOOKER: Regal Welsh (at Newport 
Centre, Gwend. 


TOMORROW 

Football 


BORD GAIS LEAGUE OF RELAND Pre- 
mier Divisi o n: St Patrick's Athletic v Dun- 
da* [60). 


Rngby League 

SUL CUT CHALLBI9E CUP Fourth rowfc 
Bradford azs v Bailey (3.0); CsrfisiB ir WWe- 
fiek) (2.0); Dewsbuiy v London Broncos 

(3.0); Huddeisfleld v Sheffield Eagles 
(3 JO): Hull v Hunstet (3.15): HuB Nn^mn 
Rovers v Le^i 13.15): Keighley Cougars v 
Barrow (3-15); Oldham v Wamngton (3.01: 
Rochdale Hornets v Thatto Heath 
Satford v Fesiherstone 0.0); Swvnon v 
Leeds (3.0): Whnehaven v H^ifax (3.30); 
Wigan v Brairfey (3.0): Workingion town 
v Widnes (3.0). 


TOUR MAICH: Pttfepridd v New South 
Wales. 


CLUB MATCHES: Camborne v Pemyn; 
Cambridge University v Ri ch mond (3b); 


CIS INSURANCE COUNTY CHAM- 
PIONSMP Soutbon Sam MtoMi Post- 
poned: Middlesex v Surrey. 

PBJWGION CUP FVth round: Leecfo v 
London ftish (20); Leicester v Saracens 

(3.0); Wakefield v Bath^Wtnnb^ton Park 
v Wasps. Po s t pon ed : Bedford v Bristol; 
Newcastle v Hartequins; Notbr^ia m v 
Gtoucesser; West Herdepaol v Coventry. 
COURAGE CUBS CHAMNONSMP Na- 
tional League Uhx Rwtpaiwrfo Mose- 
ley vNonhanpton. 

HBNEKEN NATIONAL LEAGUE Second 
Division: Aberoynon v Ltanharan; Bony- 
maen v CaerpM^R Ffontypod v Maesteg. 
SCOTTISH TENNENT5 REGIONAL 
LEABtB: (2 jOD East One: Ctmie v Mus- 
Getouigi; HaoJeison v Pre- 

ston Lodge v tdinbuigh Wanderers; 
Watsonans v Biggar. East Two: Etfinburgi 
Acadenuais v Dmte HSFP; Gran^mcuh 
vHenotsFP;Wil«Bl(yvCoisSDrBline;Stew- 
art's MeMfo FP v Gordontans. Soutte Gala 


Cheltenham v Gloucester Old Boys: FyWe 
v Broughton IWc Henley v Bath Utd; HuB 
tomans v Sale; Kendal v Hartlepool Rowe; 
Liverpool St Helens v Harrogate (215); 
UaneNvDwwanc London Welsh v New- 
brtogB (215); Morfnv Northern (3.0): ftn- 
zance v Redruth; Plymouth v Nuneaton: 
Rotherham v One* Sandal v Tynedale 
(215); Sheffield v Manchester, South 
Wales FWice v Treorchy; Swansea v Brid- 
gend; Tabard v Wasps XV; WalsaHv Ros- 
iyn nark (215). ranceArwh Askaans v 
Hraent; Bbirutfeem SolEhuD v Bdtenheod 
Park; Crateffv Newport; London Scomsh 
vtonbertey; North Watehamv Southend; 
Wharfcdale v Barkers Butts 


BasketbaH 

8.0 unless stated 

BUDWQSBl LEAGUE: Derby Storai v Don- 
caster Panthere; Hemel Royals v Birming- 
ham Bunas (730); Thames valley Tigers 
v Manchester Giants; ttfortttng Bears v 
Leicester RUers. 


Hockey 

WOMBCS EUROPEAN MDOOR NATIONS 

CUP: Semi-finals (930-30.45); Frol (3.45) 
(at HeMn HaflWematnra/^xrts Arena, Sas- 
£0w). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Second DtvWon: On- 
ford Unnersay vStougn (130) (arAdfogObn). 


Basketball 


Hodny 

WOMENS INDOOR EUROPEAN NA- 
TOS CUP (10.0-530) fat KeMn Hat fo- 
tematfona/ Spore Arena, Ghsgjrt. 
NASTRO AZZURRO SOUTH PREMIER: 
Anchonana v Spenc&r Ashford v Lewes; 
BWtehan v IN^ombe; Bounemouth 


ice bockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier Division: Fife 
Flyers v Basingstoke Bison (735); MUton 
Keynes Kings v Newcastle Warriors (630): 
No mngiam Pa nthera v Durtiam wasps 
(630); Sheffield Steelers v Cardiff Devtfo 
(7.0).flrstDMstcrcB&cW«nH3M4(SvSoi- 
huU Barons (B.0); BradffieiJ Bees v Gufid- 
ford FSranes (6 j 0); Chelmsford Chieftains v 
Manchester Storm (630j; Dumfnes Border 
VHon^ v Medway Bears (7.30); Swindon 
VWdcas v BOr^ram Bombers (530); toifixd 
Tigers V Raslay Pirates (730). 


BUDWE2SER LEAGUE: Chester Jets v leo- 
pards (5 jO); Doncaster Ranthers v Newcastle 
Comets (530); Sheffield Sharis v Worthing 
Bears (635): Landon Tmwre v Darby Snmi 

(5.0). 


Ice hockey 

BRftTSH LEAGUE Premier Division: Cradiff 
Devils v Humbenade Haute 16.15); Durham 
Jteps v Basmgtote Bison (630); Newcastle 
Warms v Noffingrrarn Panthers (630); 
Stpug i jets v Fife Ryes (630). FketPfv- 
isioa: Bracknell Bees v Medway Bears 
(5.15); GuiUtad Flames v Chelmsford 
Cfaeftans (5.15); Manchester Storm v Soli- 
two Barons (60); Bbdtoum Hawks (630 1 ; 

vnaatapugi Pfoaes (630K 

letfoni Tigers v Swmdon Wfocats (530). 


Oilier sports 

ATHLETICS: Great Bntasi v Russia (at Na- 
tional foddOr Arena. Bimin^wnl. 


Other sports 





u 
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sport 


Yorkshire’s big spenders eye a future full of prizes 


Leeds and Winningtcra Hark 
are the two most junior dubs in 
today's Pilkington Cup fifth 
round. It is true they both play 
with an oval ball and each are 
members of the Rugby Football 
Union. Thuugh whatever oth- 
er similarities there are be- 
tween them ought to be 
considered as coincidental, be- 
cause Leeds and Park are at op- 
posite ends of rugby's 
increasingly important financial 
spectrum. Neither club has 
reached the last 16 before. 

For Winnington Park, once 
the recreational section of the 
local IC1 plant, their tic against 
Wasps, of the First Division, at 
Burrows Hill, on the edge of 
tranquil Northwich. is the stuff 


of dreams. For the League Five 
North dub it will be an after- 
noon to draw horn the romance 
of the cup and make a few bob. 

Park’s most illustrious son 
Dewi Morris, the former Eng- 
land scrum-half, is back to give 
a band with coaching. The 
north-west has seen its share of 
cup upsets in recent years. Bath 
feiBng at Waterloo three seasons 
ago was one such, though, in 
1989, Aspatria's 6-3 defeat of 
Moseley, of National League 
One, takes some beating. 

Morris may weD think it time- 
ly to remind his new charges of 
that dramatic reverse. He had 
only recently left Park for Liv- 
erpool St Helens when the Cum- 
brians from North One - a 


league below Park - dumped the 
previous season's semi-finalists 
out of the cup. If Aspalria could 
doit to Moseley, why can’t Park 
do the same to Wbsps? Park may 
be relatively impoverished, but 
they are big-hearted and exude 
the qualities which bound the 
game together before the dis- 
covery of money. 

Not that any of this will re- 
motely interest Leeds. The 
Yorkshire dub have other pri- 
orities than their tie with the 
Second Division promotion 
candidates, London Irish. 
There will be little romance at 
Clarence Field, and the spon- 
sorship money - £3,000 even if 
they lose - is no more than pet- 
ty cash. Because Leeds are 


Paul Stephens on two rugby sides with 
very different goals who meet today 


rich. If modem rugby is about 
money, then Leeds ostensibly 
have few worries; they have 
plenty of the stuff. 

When Sir John Hah took 
control of Newcastle, he said he 
would pump and prime the 
dub until it was a success. Leeds 
are already pumped and primed 
though, like Newcastle, they 
have yet to achieve anything 
more significant than a handful 
of cup victories. But, for both, 
it is surely only a matter of time. 

Leeds has not just ridden out 
the recession, it reeks of pros- 
perity. The heart of the city has 


been a building site for the past 
decade, as it has surged to be- 
come the most important fi- 
nancial centre outside London. 
In 1991 the city’s two senior 
dubs, Headingley and Round- 
hay, merged to form Leeds 
RUFC Although the new dub 
desperately sought to relocate, 
it took almost three years of 
planning negotiations before 
they could sell Headingley’s 
ground -where they remain un- 
til the end of the season - to a 
supermarket group for £L25m. 

The interest on the capital 
provides almost £200,000 annu- 


ally, in addition to membership 
fees and sponsorship and, once 
Roundha/s ground is sold, for 
another £12m, Leeds will be the. 
best-resounoeddub m die north. 
Soon they will move to a pur- 
pose-built stadium at Lawns- 
wood, on the dty: outskirts, 
Before then, there is the op- 
portunity to play some of their 
home games at the Leeds Rug- 

S ' League Club’s ground at 
eadingley. This supposes that 
the union dub-cunently ninth 
in the Fourth Division - mil 
avoid relegation where, ironi- 
cally, they would join Win- 
ningtoo Park should they fiiiL In 
order to avoid that calamity, 
Leeds, have begun to spend. 
Last week they announced 



through on even keel 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Singapore 

In terms of temperament, Ernie 
Els puis himself somewhere in 
between the horizontally laid- 
back Fred Couples and the 
ficry-bellied Colin Montgom- 
erie. When he is playing well, 
Els has the easy air of someone 
who can make anything happen. 
A birdie-eagle finish at the 
Johnnie Wilker Classic here 
yesterday gave him his second 
successive five-under 67 and a 
one-shot lead over Sweden's 
Olle Karlsson. 

The South African admits to 
having had a temper as a junior. 
Occasionally, it can flare up 
when things are not quite going 
to plan. He has broken two 
dubs in his career, one a put- 
ter in Japan at the end of last 
year, “1 didn't want to break it, 
it just broke," he said. In tak- 
ing a one-shot halfway lead 
here, Els has not dropped a shot 
in 36 holes. 

Greg Norman, the world 
No I, was impressed by the 26- 
year-old ranked two places be- 
low him. “The guy has such an 
even-keel aLtilude on the 
course," the Australian, who 
partnered Els, said. “1 was nev- 
er as level-headed at 26. Every- 
one has a weakness, but 1 don’t 
know what his is." 

Norman could only watch as 
Els. who started at the 10th. hit 
the shot of the day, and then 
bettered it. The first was a six- 
iron to two feet at the short 
eighth, the next a three-iron 
from 235 yards at the par-five 
ninth to the same distance. “I 
thought it was going in." Nor- 
man said. “It is good to watch 
someone playing that weiL" 

The Shark, having recovered 
from his chest infection, had to 
birdie his last hole to make the 
cut at one under par. “I was a 
little stiff at the start but I hit 
my irons well and the finish 
made up for missing a few 
chances." Els said. '"When you 
are playing well, you don’t get 
uplighL Things work for you. If 
you are off-line, there is a way 
through the trees. The game 
seems a bit easier. 1 have 
worked at being more patient 
You look at Fred Couples, you 
could not get a more laid-back 
guy in the world, and then 
There is Montv..." 



0** 
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Taking aim: John Daly, of the United States, fires his second shot at the 17th in Singapore yesterday 


Els had four weeks off at 
home before winning the South 
African Open in Cape Town last 
week. “I had a lot of barbecues 
and quite a few lagers. I’m 
fresh. I'm thinking well. It is a 
good feeling to be playing well 
again. I haven't made a bogey 
and (hat is unusual for me," he 
said. 

Ominous talk. Ian Woosnam 
also wintered well - "none of 
this no drinking" - and is lying 
on an ice-pack each night to 
case his back problem. A four- 


under 68 left him among many 
three behind Els, including 
Couples. 

“I enjoyed the winter and 1 
am enjoying playing again.” 
the Welshman said. “I don't 
know why, but 1 have rediscov- 
ered some rhythm in my swing.” 

A two-iron to 10 feet at the 
par-five 15th gave him only the 
second eagle of the day at the 
hole. Karlsson. the joint 
overnight leader, made three 
birdies on the inwrard half to 
rob Lancashire’s Paul Ealcs of 


a date with Els on Saturday. 
“We differ by about 70 yards off 
the tee," said Eales, 32, com- 
paring his game with that of the 
leader. 

Though he needed two more 
clubs than the South African at 
the 194-yard eighth, his result 
was even better, the bail fin- 
ishing a foot from the hole. 
Eales, who cats up to seven 
snack meals a day, drank half 
a bottle of water a hole to 
combat Lhe heat during his 
five -under-par 67. 


JQHNMEWLKERGLASSK(1kaaliMmh; 
Singapore) Sacond-rouxi aoami (QB or 
H tmtoM otaM): 134 E Os ISA) G7 67. 
13S 0 Kartsson (Swe) 68 68. 138 P Eales 
69 67. 187 A PaWar (Aus) 67 70: 0 Ctarto 
67 70. W Riley (Aus) 70 67; A Ooftart 89 
68; I Woosnam 89 6* F Couples (US) 63 
89. 138 Z Moe (Burns) 68 70: S Ames fW) 
88 70; H Cta/k 70 68; I AoM Uapan)70 68; 
P Cuny 68 70. B Hughes (Aus) 66 72; D 
McKKUO (Aus) 68 70; R Wills (Aus) 73 65. 
139 D Fatten (Aus) 68 70; P McGWey 71 
88; C»X* Sars-ho (S tort 70 69; Pwh Nam 
Sin fS Kw) 72 67; D DunahBy (US) 71 68. 
MO R Oaydon 73 67; J Day (US) 87 73; J 
van de VoWe (R)69 71; A Hunter 89 71: P 
Sereor (Aus) 89 71; S Tbnwioe 68 72; P Moss 
(US) 89 71; C Pany (Aus) 72 68. 141 *C 
Pkvhoi (Thai) 72 69: T Price (Aus) 69 72; 
P Gunasagaran (Malay) 71 70: D Braradon 
IAubI 70 71; SSmwerlGert 71 70; M Har- 
wood (Aus) 71 70: J P3yne 73 ea M2 0 


Photograph: Stephen Munday/Allsport 


Cote (Aus) 69 73; HMah Chir-aha«{W) 89 
73; R Green (Aus) 73 66; F Undewi (Swe) 
71 71; A Shertnme 68 74; J Senior (Aus) 
71 71; P O’Malley (Aus) 72 70; R Bums 73 
68; J O'Keefe (US) 70 72; S Mod (Japan) 
7468; BLan^r (Gen BB 74; C Owner [FO 72 
70; J Townsend (US) 68 74; P McMMmey 
(AUS) 72 70; A oiran (Aue) 73 69; Wm June 
Dlk (S to) 72 TO; R Aflentiy (Aus) 74 68; 
J Singh find) 89 73; Chua Guav-soon (Sins) 
75 67. M3 M Moutend 73 70; G Norman 
(Ausj 71 72; P Affleck 69 74; S Glrm (Aus) 
70 73; L Westwood 73 7ft M Utar 68 75; 
G NKMaus (US) 71 72; P Fowler (Aus) 71 
72; R BoraB 73 70; D Hobenson 71 72: M 
Jonzrxi (Swq) 71 72; G Orr 71 72; KTomort 
Uapan)70 73. DM ant qaiWy (sele ct ed): 
M4 A Bossert rsw« 71 73; F NobBo (NZ) 

73 71; I Pyman 70 74. M« P Braadhust 

74 72. W R Raffeny 69 78. 150 A Fbre- 

brand (S«m) 77 74. DteqiuMad: W Smith 
lAus). -atenoKs amateur. 


the signing of the I Jatielfi and 
Wales lock, Phil Davies. Already 
on the payroll are his former 
elaborates Colin Stephens, 

. Mark Appleson and .Rick Mo 
Cartney from Sale, OrrellV 
Gerry Ainscougk, plus the 
Wakefield pair Mike Caw- 
thorue and Kern Yates, the 
England Students flanker. 

Recruitment on 'this scale is 
way beycind the means of all bat 
the most weH-heded. Davies, for 
instance, will move in Jane to 
Leeds where he starts as play- 
ec-co^ch, having agreed a three- 
' year contract for £150,000. The 
remainder are stiff serving reg- 
istration periods and none is el- 
igible to lace the Eriks. Instead, 
Leeds will rely on the team 


which accounted for Fyide and 
Second Division Waterloo. 

Ken Higgins, the Leeds for- 
wards coach, watched Irish beat 
London Scottish in the league 
a fortnight ago. “We have to; 
contain them up front” Higgins; 
said. “And, If we are able, we can 
more than match them out 
wide. For most of the team, to- 
morrow will be the biggest day 
in their rugby lives. After tha ’ 
we've “ot to knuckle down in tin. 
league. Then we can build to : 
wards next season, a new home 
and a future. But, for the nx; : 
ment anyway, none of our ne^ « 
playere and aB of our money at; . 
any guarantees of success.” - 

Try telling that to Wiimin 
ton Park... 


Newcastle not 
complaining as* 
freeze hits Cut j 


You heed only look at the fix- 
ture chaos caused this season by 
a couple of frozen weekends to 
appreciate how very fortunate 
-English rugby has been during 
the previously clement years 
that have blessed the Courage 
Chibs' Championship since its 
inauguration in 1987. 

Having been told often 
enough by the Rugby Football 
Union that its ever-changing 
“structured season” cannot ac- 
commodate any more matches, 
we now find the final three 
months of 1995/96 plunged into 
congestion, with yesterday’s 
postponement of half of today's 
Pflkmgtrm Cup last-16 ties com- 
pounding the situation created 
over the New Year. 

Still, at letst one dub were not 
com plaining. Once Dick Best, 
Harlequins' director of rugby, 
had told the match referee, Jim 
Coulson, that he would prefer 
not to travel to the north-east 
last nigh t in order to make an- 
other, probably futile, inspection 
of the Kingston Park pitch at 
11.15 this morning, Newcastle 
were perfectly happy. 

A decision on a new date for 
this match will have to go to the 
RFU’s competitions sub-com- 
mittee, the likely alternatives be- 
ing 10 or 24 February. If it is the 
former, three of Rob Andrew's 
signings - Dean Ryan, Nick 
PqppleweUand Graham Childs 
- will have completed their 
120-day registration. 

The latter, which is the date 
the quarter-finals are due to be 
played, would be even better for 
Newcastle, because by then 
Ibny Underwood, Gary Ann- 
strong and Doddie Weir would 
also be eligible, adding a total 
of five full internationals and 
one A cap to the pool from 
whom Anatew can choose. Hie 
former England outside-half 
himself became available today. 

“At the moment if s a First v 
Second Division clash and on 
the 10th they are starting to as- 
semble a fairly potent outfit” 
Best said yesterday. “Without 
doubt it will make it a totally dif- 
ferent tie. We just want the ear- 
liest possible date.” Newcastle 
may beg to differ. 

Also postponed yesterday 


Sieve Bale previe* as 
the Pilkington Cup ) 
ties that have 
beaten the weather 

were three other Cup ties o n the 
eastern side of the Fern? lines. 
West Hartlepool v Cov? muy, 
Nottin gham v Gloucester * and 
Bedford v Bristol. West and 
Coventry are considering' rear- 
ranging for next Saturday,} when 
England play Wties at 7 fivick- 
enham, or possibly Sundf ty. 

Leeds said last night ths it their 
game against London* Irish 
would definitely take ! place. 
Wakefield have covers i it Col- 
lege Grove which give; i then- 
game against Bath, the hi olders, 
a chance of proceeding, and 
Leicester’s covers at V /effort! . 
Road have famously a flowed 
them to play matches; when 
others have been called off. 

Sky's cameras, whic:h had 
been intended for Newcastle, 
were yesterday diverged to 
Leicester where Saracens will try 
to show their remarkable defeat 
of the Tigere at Southgate in No- 
vember was no fluke and that 
their subsequent descent <of the 
First Division -notwithstanding 
the investment of £2.5ra by 
Nigel Wray, who now owns the 
rights to the Noddy books as wdl 
as .the HVfeUaby stand-off Michael 
“Noddy” Lynagh -has been too 
bad to be true. 

It is askings lot. Leicester 
handsomely compensated for 
their Saracens misadventjge by 
winning their League game at 
Bath three weeks ago and, amid 
the many questions about bow 
England and English rugby 
should be playing, they have a 
simple strategy which is habitu- 
ally too powerful for anything the 
domestic game can throw at it. 

On the other side of the Pen- 
nines there are covers cm the 
ground too at Winnington Park, 
who are desperate for their tic 
against Wisps - Fifth Division 
v First - to go ahead after th.i 
erection of temporary stands in 
the hope of a crowd at least IQ - 
times the usual 250. In Cheshire 
they feel themselves to be more 
sheltered from Siberia's icy blast 


Palace’s cup 
runs could 
pose problem 

Basketball 

DUNCAN HOOPER 


JfCntfal Palace complete a hat- 
trick of National Cup wins over 
Budwciser League clubs in next 
month's semi-finals, they will 
pose an unprecedented problem 
for ihe organisers of Cup finals 
du> at Sheffield Arena on Sun- 
day 3 March. 

Palace could tacc two finals, 
lour hours apart. Palace, the 
First Division champions, are 
also through to the last four of 
the National Trophy, which ex- 
cludes Budwciser League clubs, 
and have u semi-final against 
Croydon, whom they have al- 
ready beaten by dose to 50 
points this season. 

The Trophy final is at noon, 
followed by the women's final 
two hours later and the senior 
men's final at 4pm. 

Alton Bvrd, the Palace play- 
cr-coach and general manager, 
admits the dunces seem remote 
of healing Sheffield Sharks, 
the Budwciser League cham- 
pions and Cup holders, in next 
month's semi-finals. “But then." 
Byrd said, "no one gave us a 
chance of beating London 
Leopards in the last eight,” 

Leopards, currently fourth in 
the Budweiser League, lost 
Stl-75 to Palace in overtime on 
Wednesday and followed Dun- 
casler Panthers out of the com- 
petition at the hands of the 
south London club. “In fact," 
Byrd added, "we match up 
pretty well with Sheffield for size 
and play a similar game based 
on patient offence and good de- 
fence. So. who knows?” 


Britain looking towards Atlanta 


GreaL Britain, teetering on the 
edge of Olympic qualification, 
play Malaysia this morning in 
their sixth game here, with a point 
for cither side enough to give 
them a place in Atlanta. 

.Anything other than victory for 
Canada against Spain, in their 
game which follows Britain's 
match, will give the British their 
ticket, but tension is high in the 
British camp, with so much sup- 
port for hockey in this country 
resting cm the tournament. 

The manager, David Whittle, 
was in a forthright mood yester- 
day: “We shall be going for an all- 
out win. We arc" best at going 
forward and Whits [coach David 
Whitaker] does not like negative 
play. What's more, we need a win 
to stop the idea that we are be- 
coming the draw specialists." 

He was referring to the fact 
that so far Britain have drawn 
three of their four games. This. 


Bill Colwill reports from Barcelona on the 
Olympic hockey qualifying tournament 


of course, is largely the result of 
the type of qualifying lownamenl 
this is - a round-robin with just 
three of the eight teams falling 
by the wayside. Already Belgium 
and Belarus have drifted away 
from the rest of the pack. 

Both coaches made it clear 
yesterday that the results of two 
recent encounters between 
Malaysia and Great Britain at 
Bisham Abbey, where Britain 
won 1-0 and 5-1, would have lit- 
tle bearing on today's game. 

Volker Knapp, the German 
coach of Malaysia, said then that 
he felt Britain were in the top 
six or so in the world. Yesterday 
he was quite prepared to shake 
hands with Whittle and settle for 
a draw, but Whitakers policy 
since England's limited success 


in the European Cup in Dublin 
has been to attack, and only the 
Dutch have scored more goals 
in this tournament 

Attacking hockey, coupled 
with the support of the specialist 
corner striker, Calum Giles, 
has brought its rewards and 
should bring celebrations today. 
Whittle's target is four points 
from their last two games and 
this is well within their reach. 

There has been much talk in 
Barcelona as the International 
Rules Board started a series or 
meeting yesterday about the use 
of a specialist corner striker. 

The Dutch coach. Roelant 
Oilmans, who saw victory 
snatched from his side on 
Thursday when Giles scored a 
late equaliser, said: “They are 


guile within their rights to do 
it but I don’t like it. nor do many 
of the coaches here. It's not 
good for the game. My players 
have to practise passing, tack- 
ling and dribbling. He jost has 
to practise one thing. It makes 
the difference, he has shown iL” 

Whitaker concedes he is none 
too keen on the idea but admite, 
if he can exploit the rules to win 
another Olympic medal, then he 
will. Die good news is that 
whatever is decided here, and it 
seems likely they will revert to 
the previous rule which allowed 
no substitution after the award 
of a penalty comer, the rules will 
not be changed before Atlanta. 

Giles, who so far in the five 
games has only been on the 
pitch for 15 min 42scc from a 
possible 350 minutes, for his five 
goals, looks likely to add to his 
taffy against Malaysia and Bel- 
gium in the last two games. 


Nicholls inspires adventurous England 


PETER COLWILL 


reports from Glasgow 

England's women made certain 
of qualifying for the semi-finals 
of the European Indoor Cup, 
beating Austria 11M and Slo- 
vakia 1 1-4 on the opening day 
of the tournament at the Kelvin 
Hall yesterday. 

These were two powerful 
and purposeful performances by 
a side who slipped into top gear 
after a shaky start in both 
matches. After conceding a 
second- minute goal to Austria, 
token with aplomb by Andrea 
Jclinck. England, galvanised 


by the arrival of Mandy Nicholls 
whose penetrating runs threat- 
ened constant danger, stormed 
their way to a 5-1 interval lead. 
Lorraine Marsden snatched 
two early goals and in between 
Tina Cullen finished a delight- 
ful flowing move. Jane Smith 
converted a comer to make it 
four with less than 10 minutes 
gone and Lynne Bollington 
added the fifth in the last 
minute of the half. 

Jackie Crook and Sam 
Wright had both scored from 
second-half comers before 
Crook hit the post with a pen- 
alty stroke. Further goals fol- 
lowed from Nicholls and Cullen 


before Lucy Culliford, with her 
first touch in an indoor in- 
ternational, rounded a defend- 
er and laid on Maisden's third. 

England's destruction of Slo- 
vakia, who lost 10-2 to Spain in 
the opening match, was even 
more emphatic, with eight goals 
coming in the first half. Crook 
converted five comers, although 
she again failed with a penalty 
stroke and Nicholls scored two 
including one marvellous effort, 
after riding two heavy chal- 
lenges. There was a goal each 
for Wright. Marsden, Bolling- 
ton and Cullen. 

In the other pool, Scotland 
made short work of Denmark 


winning 12rL Wendy Fraser 
scored three as did Susan 
Gihnour, including two in the 
first five minutes of her indoor 
international debut 
TTie shock result was France's 
1-0 win against Germany, -who 
had never been beaten by a 
European country. Sophie Uo- 
bet forced in a 15th-minute 
corner at the third attempt and 
the Germans could find noway 
past the French defence, in 
which Llobet and Sophie Le 
•lessee were outstanding. 

EURQPCW INDOOR CUP (Kehfa, HaH,G(M- 
flow): Poo* fc Francs 1 Germany O; Scoctend 
12 Osrtnark l: Getmaw 10 Deraralt 1: Scot- 
land 4 France O. tad k Spdn 10 Stmahte 2; 
&gbnd lOAutno ii England U SkwaHa 4; 
Span 12 AMMO- 


Sri Lanka ravaged 
by rampant Waugh 




Australia 502-9 dec 
Sri Lanka 80-0 


Sri Lanka faced a daunting 
task to avoid defeat in the third 
and final Test after the all- 
rounder Steve Waugh lifted 
Australia to a formidable first- 
innings total wilh a fine century 
in Adelaide yesterday. 

Waugh plundered the Sri 
Lankan attack for 170 in a 
marathon seven-hour innings 
before Mark Thylor, the Aus- 
tralia ca ptain, declared an hour 
before the dose on 502 for 9. 

The tourists readied SO with- 
out loss at the close, still need- 
ing 223 runs to avoid the 
follow-on and the likelihood of 
a third successive Test defeat. 
The Sri Lanka opener, Sanath 
J^asuriya, responded positively 
with a succession of attacking 
shots, including one cover 
drive which went for six, to re- 
main unbeaten on 47 alongside 
Chandika Hathurusinghe on 
24. 

Resuming on 70, Waugh hit 
13 fbuisand one five on his way 
to a second successive century 
against Sri Lanka, eclipsing his 
131 not out in Melbourne in the 
second Test last month. He 
a near-flawless iz 
deflecting the 
after tea on to his stumps. 

Australia have alres 
wrapped up the series 2-0 wit 
victories in the fast two Tests 
after reaching successive first- 
innings totals o£500 for 6 add- 
617 for 5 declared. 


The Sri Lankan bowlers once 
again struggled for penetra- 
tion and accuracy as Australia 
added to their overnight score 
of 239 for 5 with ease. The 
wicketkeeper Ian Healy hit an 
untroubled 70 and the pace 
bowler Paul Reiffel made a 
Tfest-best 56. 

It was Waugh, however, who 
capitalised on Sri Lanka's lack- 
lustre display. But it was an ag- 
onising dismissal for the New 
South Wales batsman, who 
watched helplessly as the ball 
brushed against the stumps 
with Only enough force to dis- 
lodge a single bail, 

Sri Lanka paid the price for 
a poor fielding display after 
spilling a surcession of catches 
during the inning*, most -sig- 
nificantly when Waugh was 
dropped on 37 by the wicket- 
keeper. Romesh Kaluwitha- 
rana, on the first day. 

(Second day; Austral won toss) 
AUSTRALIA - Rr»t tentage 

tl AHeaycPushpakUTwra 

bDhamasera 70 

P Jt asfW e Gutuskiha 

b WfcJramaWitf* .--56 
S K tftane c ftjshpatamaffl 

b Widramaslnetw — 33 

C J McOemutt not out 15 

Bans <|b8 wl nb2 bS) .,17 

TMsI (tor 9 dsa, 157.3 orat) 602 

Mfl (cm« 6-326, 7-449. 8467. 9-502- 
Did adtbat: G D McQnfttV 
B0*«h£Y»* 42-11-106-3; Putfwtoanata 
34-4-128-2; Mdawittsktfw 3&3-7-120-3; 
Ctemasena 253-80-1; Xiftartp 13-2-41-0; 
HatJumiangw 441-15-0, . 

£M LANKA- AM iMtap 
U C.HathunBtngte not out — — -~24 

STJasBWrtwnotwt -.47 

i (b2 D6nbU — 9 

' JW 


Total (for 0 , 1 * wot) 

TO (ME A P GwusnhB. "P A Cb SHjo. S Ra- 
Mtura, H Piaataatra, tftS KaknWHtana. 
HO Pit ^ P 

frlSS; f2SSw^ 7$; WlTO SHMJw! 
Untetrw l Barter and S fendel. 


QUOTESOF 
THE WEEK S 

■ . Whoever .iJciefflVt iihe Atletlco? 
.winning outfit to cfe, -Jesus GB y 68. 
conthMBsfal president of AHcttco 
MadHd.ftwtbardnb.. .. 

V Rain tavaurs _ rrtgjn over srL 
MoHoZa^h^aatS's coacfvttemes 
tfe -weattwfortteZ-O deJeat bw Me*) 
k»jn(ha<kin6acarGpfdCap1mal In- . 
losAnff Btes. .V.' r i. 

'■ i wa&dn ELB a '•wed*- and even 'l 
then Jon fonnd'-a way of tafiing i • 
monoy off me; CbryUndcecpn htr | 
-eariyOByai^hafi^nt Jor Hotos, at ‘ . 
J an afiBNlmw.speeeh.; : ;} 

WtheptwoOdertnEtf; when Iwentl - 
to hitan'owfhfiat ore of them wxiJd ; ■ 
:feS In irw rx'ith-ChamJa R»*te, wor- 
iwd about the meeds attratted* the - 
-atadtam IShts during her Mic. ragit .. 
match e&Hm AiamajH Sandnez- 
-VtesfJp.at the. AustrafenOpoa ^ 

JBWheri he got the break on me in : 
the thW; tfa ttfne fera miracle or get'- 
offtMapowt.l«wntftjfthe mlracla. 
AnWeAjtfBsri after comlngbBCkfafTT f : 
-hrif^the 'ftrst .two SeteroijeSt JW-- - 
twotfe fbr.* ptece in the sernt-fioate.',-' : 
m The Lord ttessea me with great 1 : . 
ttfflwmnwwejramu the court. Cm - •’ 
Inpingfcr the final on Surtdayit wilt 
te6^.h^«.3pr^too^fo(vvaftl 1 
-tB..thtt-.ana ewrted about thea 1 and .. 

to bob Wharthe tortThas irr- 
eaare«3r me, NMnei cfang ; 

aucc esa g Agaoa runs- out at- 
fralractea.ln thek serrt-fina). • - : = 7 

■fhadbteSemit. The headmaoeL-.-' 
BokLwe. Theiaat person youamectix 
touted you up is vour headmsstec 
ftat Sawpagn, qry bang.tDM.ffl-;- 
scfioci-ofha.eall-apjo thftHngand:-.' 
njgyurton^pjaa...;' 
SioM^raDerthe t&ns. ; cheereSn 
antf Shook! hmefS 

tFffSSKBFBW 

'needHltlha ptayrascstf 

agrin defends hssefe agttst 
gddngoffans attar e£o 

ttenm thehotta 

of the Scottish Pfemka-. DhWon.:--« 
But] 


a«K»ting;Jn EurL 
ajjtsr thefr : 

jgO (»cCTMadry, ihfci- 
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RACING. Top jump jockeys’ agent Dave Roberts works on through the freeze-up to put keep his clients busy 

Booking rides proves 
a monster operation 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Dave Roberts is a sports agent 
but the only time he says “mon- 
ster" is while reading fairv sto- 
ries to his fwo children. ' 

In the old days agent used io 
be a nice word. It described the 
Avon lady and 007. but then 
along came the benefactors of 
the housing boom of the 1980s 
and the creation of Eric Hall in 
the football world. Roberts, 
who could fill a jockeys’ room 
with his stable of riders, is try- 
ing to change all that. “I don’t 
class myself as an agent, its not 
a word I like. I'd describe my- 
self as someone who just books 
rides," he said. 

When it comes to putting bot- 
toms on saddles in jump racing 
there is no one to touch Dave 
Roberts. He represents 15 jock- 
eys, many of them leading 
names, and makes what he 
calls "a good living", slicing 10 
per cent off the 10 per cent his 
men receive in prize-money 
commission. There is, however, 
a price to pay, and it is time. ' 

The windows of opportunity 
to speak to Roberts are open as 
frequently as those of a moun- 
tain lodge in lhe Rockies. The 
first words likely to be heard 
when you call him are “can you 
hang on a moment please?". 

It all starts at a time when 
even Poslie has yet to pull his 
pants on. “I work from 5.30 to 
930 [and (hat is not the passage 
when the hands pass each oth- 
er just three times]," Roberts 
said. "You get calls any time be- 
tween those hours." 

Phase one is trawling through 
the entries and form books, pin- 
pointing the likely winners for 
his cavalrymen. Con tact with the 
nation’s trainers is made from 
then until the start of racing, 


which Roberts views at his lo- 
cal bookies (and a hugely pro- 
fessional sight he looks too as 
he makes calls on his mobile 
phone between events). The 
agent leaves when the broom 
comes out to sweep away the 
dead slips and spends the rest 
of the evening back on the 
blower. 

This, it has to be said, does 
not happen ail the time. Every 
year, without fail, Roberts lakes 
the family abroad for a fortnight 


truck and wait for somebody to 
get me in." 

Briefly the manager for an In- 
dian owner who had horses 
with G e«iff Lewis. Roberts first 
represented Jason Swift part- 
time. Swift lived with Dean 
Gallagher, and Paul Harley 
moved in with him. Soon, 
Roberts was attracting aspiring 
young men like Fagin, and his 
attention concentrated on the 
wimer game. 

Not many of Britain's train- 


‘Adrian has put in so much since 
coming over here it’s a tragedy he 
hasn’t been champion so far’ 


for the first two weeks in July 
fand presumably asks them 
what they have been doing for 
the previous 12 months). For the 
rest of the year, seven days a 
week, he is the chap who ap- 
pears to have been the victim of 
a prankster with supcrglue who 
has sabotaged the telephone 
earpiece. 

During die ice age that has 
swept in this weekend, Roberts 
is hardly resting by the log fire 
with a Scotch in his hand. “In 
the bad weather trainers are 
ringing me up and jokingly ask- 
ing if I’m taking it easy," he said. 
“Relatively 1 am, but there are 
still entries coming out" 

Dave Roberts, though, has 
not always been as committed 
as this to the problems set be- 
fore him. By the age of 12, a lot 
of the chalk he saw was not go- 
ing on blackboards but rather 
against horses' names. “I used 
to skive off school and go to 
Kempton and Sandown and 
get the bus to Ascot," he said. 
“1 used to stand outside the 


ers greet newcomers to the 
sport with an invitation for tea, 
and Roberts was no exception. 
“Like anything else it has tak- 
en quite a long lime to build up 
trust and respect," he said. 
"But I feel 1 get on with 99 per 
cent of trainers well now and 
some have become friends." 

The accelerator was really de- 
pressed m the early 1990s when 
Roberts took over the affairs of 
a young Irishman who was 
seeking his fortune in Britain, 
a rider called Adrian Maguire. 
When the agent talks of 
Maguire he invariably uses the 
“we" in discussing his fortunes. 

The jockey's narrow failure 
to win the championship in the 
last two seasons has obviously 
hurt both, but, like a father and 
son at sports day, it is difficult 
to tell if it was combatant or 
spectator who was most disap- 
pointed. “He [Adrian] has put 
so much in since coming over 
here and he's grown so much 
both as a jockey and a person 
it’s a tragedy he hasn’t been 


Frost hits Cheltenham 
for third time in a row 


Jack Frost must have once had 
a really bad day's punting at 
Cheltenham. The , conspiracy 
of the elements; against the 
Gloucestershire course contin- 
ues with the loss of a third con- 
secutive card this afternoon, 
writes Richard Edmondson. 

The last time Cheltenham 
raced was on 8 December. This 
has denied top hurdlers a run 
in events such as the Bula and 
today’s Cleeve Hurdle. Kemp- 
ton 's Christmas Hurdle was 
also lost. But help is at hand for 
those searching for a prep race 
for the Cheltenham Festival. 

A new conditions contest, the 
Levy Board Hurdle, will be 
held at Ascot a week on 
Wednesday, it was announced 
yesterday, while there will be in- 
creased funding of three other 
hurdle races in the next two 
weeks. In addition, the Great 
Yorkshire Chase, which was 
lost in today’s abandoned Don- 
caster card, will now be trans- 
ferred to the first March 
meeting at Town Moor. 

Those in charge at Chel- 
tenham were left searching for 
small specks of comfort fol- 
lowing an abandonment which 
came after three weeks of clear 
weather. They came up with the 
view that less raring meant less 
chance for horses to get injured 
before the Festival, and the 
thought that National Hunt 
racing's showpiece will now be 
run on near virgin turf. 


Swing lies low 
until autumn 

Celtic Swing, not seen on a track 
since last summer, is unlikely to 
race apin until the autumn with 
the Prix de 1’Arc de Triomphe 
and Breeders’ Cup Turf among 
his targets. 

The colt is folly recovered 
from the knee injury, sustained 
du ring the Irah Deity, that end- 
ed his 1995 campaign, Nick 
Babbington, raring manager 
for owner Peter Savill, said yes- 
terday. 

However, although Celtic 
Swing wiH be put back into train- 
ing by Lady Herries immedi- 
ately, he will undergo a patient 
build-up and not reappear un- 
til the back end of the Rat sea- 
son once the ground eases. 

Celtic Swing had been eo- 
:ered for the Dubai World Cup 
n March but had been made 
:>nly a reserve for the race. 


There was little time given to 
the suggestion that today’s card 
could be moved wholesale to 
Monday, given the bleak fore-, 
cast. Lingfield’s all-weather fix- 
ture stands alone today, as may 
Southwell on Monday as there 
are inspections tomorrow for 
the tun meetings at Ayr and 
Plumpton. 

The abandonment of Chel- 
tenham also took with it the Pil- 
lar Property Investments Chase 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Impingtoii 
(Lingfiekl 1X0) 

NB: Halbert 
(LingfteJd 3-20) 

and meant the new upholder of 
jump racing's appeal. One Man, 
would not get the opportunity 
to prove that his excellence ex- 
tends to the undulating arena 
at the base of Cleeve H31. 

Indeed, the grey will now go 
straight to the Gold Cup in an 
effort to bury the memory of his 
previous visits to the course. 

One Man has run just twice 
at Prestbury Park, when finish- 
ing 30 lengths behind Gaektram 
as a novice hurdler in 1992. and 
then a poor ninth behind Mon- 
sieur Le Cure when favourite 
for the Sun Alliance (Novices’) 
Chase two years ago. Gordon 
Richards, the seven-year-old’s 
trainer, does not voice disqui- 
et about this record outside his 


Pearce 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

0891 -168-168 


JNGHELO HOI! 201 1 301 





Thro top amateur riders, Lydia 
Pbarce and John Durkan, ex- 
changed angry words after a in- 
cident in the first race at 
Southwell yesterday. After the 
stewards had investigated, they 
banned Pearce for two days for 
careless riding. 

She had steered Gold Blade, 
the 13-8 favourite, to an easy six- 
length win but the stewards 
found that after five furlongs of 
the 12-furlong amateurs’ event 
Pearce had hampered Durkan’s 
mount. Father Dan, who ted in 
turn impeded Anthea Rmell’s 
Comtec’s Legend. 

But later, Pearce’s husband 
Jeff, the trainer of Gold Blade, 
did not seem in a conciliatory 
mood .“Lydia and John did get 
a bit dose," he said. “She prob- 
ably went by him too fast and 
he got upset.” 

Durkan, however, was ad- 
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front door however, and be- 
lieves he can satisfactorily pre- 
pare One Man. 

“He won’t go anywhere for a 
race in preparation as we can al- 
ways use a local course to get 
him ready,” Joanie Richards, 
the trainer's wife, said yesterday. 
“It would be between 10 days 
and a fortnight before Chel- 
tenham, but where will depend 
on which course offers the best 
ground and kindest clerk of the 
course. Tbucb wood he is fine 
at the moment, and Gordon had 
got him just right for Saturday, 
but unfortunately the situation 
was always looking hopeless." 

Others with something to 
look forward to are those who 
will benefit from the extra fund- 
ing secured by the BHB. The 
three norice contests over tim- 
ber to have their funds swelled 
are Wetherby's Acomb Hurdle, 
the Sidney Banks Memorial 
Hurdle at Huntingdon and 
San down’s Ripley Hurdle. The 
Moet & Cbandon Chase at 
Kelso a week on Tuesday wiU 
also receive a transfusion. 

The new Ascot hurdle has 
been made weight for age not 
because organisers believe it will 
be more popular than a limit- 
ed handicap (they think the op- 
posite) but because several 
conditions events have already 
been called off this winter. The 
Levy Board Hurdle, with 
£15,000 in added prize money, 
will be over two and a half mDes. 


Durkan 


mant that one of them would 
have ended up on the floor had 
he not reined back his mount. 
“The stewards saw fit to suspend 
her for two days, which says it 
all. Dangerous riding is dan- 
gerous riding," Durkan said. 

The stewards allowed the 
placings to stand as it was 
deemed the interference had 
not affected the result Both Fa- 
ther Dan and Comtec’s Legend 
were unplaced. 

■ The Jockey Qub is to hold 
two inquiries after horses 
trained by John White and Je- 
remy Glover have tested posi- 
tive for flumxm, a prohibited 
substance. Take Two, trained by 
White, was found to contain the 
substance after a race at Strat- 
ford on 26 October last year, as 
was Glover’s Croft Pool after 
running at Newmarket 12 days 
earlier. 


champion jockey so far," 
Roberts satd. 

“To ride 194 winners, like he 
did in the first year we were 
close, and not be the champi- 
on is a scandal really. If some- 
one was awake towards the 
end of that season I was on the 
phone to them and I watched 
every race. I was close to a ner- 
vous wreck so I hate to think of 
the demands it placed on Adri- 
an and Richard [Dun woody]. 

“Last year I firmly believe we 
had the ammunition to win, but 
wc had a freak accident. Adri- 
an was riding as well as ever and 
we had all this ammo waiting, 
but then Desert Fighter ran 
through a wing at Hereford." 

After a fall at Leicester on 
Tuesday. Maguire is again sick- 
listcd with a knee injury. But as 
he was Roberts's professional 
springboard, Maguire is prob- 
ably his favourite, though he 
does not let that affect riding de- 
cisions. When two or more 
from the agent's stable are at a 
race meeting where there is a 
spare ride, he insists that the 
trainer takes the pick. 

It is ironic following the last 
two years that Roberts is now 
destined to contribute to his first 
jockeys’ title with someone oth- 
er than Maguire. He also rep- 
resents Tony McCoy and David 
Bridgwater who,' accidents 
apart, seem to have this cam- 
paign's test between them. 

If either win the title Roberts, 
at 35, will reappraise his posi- 
tion as he will have achieved his 
ambition in what he considers 
“a young man’s game”. If he 
goes, it will be bad news, not 
only for several jockeys but for 
British Telecom. In one quarter 
last year, the three hoes arid mo- 
bile telephone that are 
Roberts's essential tools cost 
him £2,000. 



LINCFIELD 


HYPERION 

1X0 Impington 3J20 Halbert 

2JO Agent 3.50 Distinct Beauty (nb) 

2X5 Hand Of Straw 4£0 WILD STRAWBERRY (nap) 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: SI& lm outside; Remainder: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: loir numbers are best atfif and Of. 

■ Equltradr uurCice; left-hand, sharp undulating course. 

■ Racecourse Is aowh-cait of umn oo B8028 Eric*, bridge rood. LbngOeJd railway station 
(sored by London Victoria) adjoins coarse. ADMISSION: AD enclosures 59. Annual mem- 
ber* oTOKkenham, Ascot, Kempton and Sandown will be admitted tree, on toe production 
of ihcir J99G metal tndgea. CAR PARK: Club S3; remainder tree. 

Qtc j I Mean' 

[CHANNEL 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH KUNNEXS: R JO’SoIDraii-- 44 winners Bom 257 run- 
ners at a ratio of 17.1% giving 0 Ira* in a SI lew! slake of -£M.67; Lord Huntingdon — 
® winners. 160 raiment, 21.1% •420£6; A Moore — 34 winner*. 348 runners, nj»I%, - 
Slft-TTi; M Johnston — 33winnns, 192 runners. 17.1%, ,5 1 1 .S3: W A OGarman — 26 
winners, 162 runners, 170%. -684.4b; G L Moore — 26 rnnnos, 223 runner., 1 1.7%, - 
S58.D2; B HoIUnrfiaul — 23 winners, 166 runnen*. 14.8%. -£51.32. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 61 winners, 336 rates. +i/*1.75; J Warner 
— 56 winners. 241 rides, 230%, +540.47; R Cochrane — 44 winners, 251 rates, 17.5%, 
-526.75: DBI«a — 41 whiners, 402 rides, 102.*%. -S JW.98; T Quinn — 38 winners, 216 
rldet, 17.6%. -£3.78; Emma O’Gornum — 32 winners, 159 ndes, 20.1%, ■512.69. 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Cherneaai ( 1.40) won here on Ttnrvfay. Distinct Beau- 
ty (3.50) won here Iasi Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Copper Bright (1.40] & Ultra Beet (321(1) (rave) 270 
fflOes from P f HasUm'r Mldtflrham stable La North Yorkshire; Bed ArnUe ll.Wl cov- 
ers 268 miles from J Berry's Cockerham yard ta) Lancashire; Agent (2.16), Pine Essence 
(2.46) A Lochon (32(1) Lnrvol 368 miles (rum J L Eyre's Sutton Bank -dahte In North York- 
shire; Cbemcasx( MO) covers 254 miles from P NlchuOs' Seasu yard in North Yorkshire; 
Hratrtrur ( 1 .40) travels 1 98 miles from P D Evans's Leighton stable In Powys; Swya- 
ford Flyer (4.25] covers 150 miles from J A Harris' Bonesford yard In Leicestershire. 

[T^fKj CRUSADER CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) £3*700 added 3YD 
1 :*“ V*] 5f Penalty Value £2J36 

1 0600-01 OBKACT(3}n(BLCassty)DIMufl593 MoscGrai weal 

2 0- MB-FONB BALL (285) Worn and Co LBl T Ytssoc 8 12 Dean Mcteaan 2 

3 243534- BONN A (ADY (93) {□) (D VonoOch) N Utmooen 8 16 T O WclaagMIn 30 

4 504425 COPPSt BRGHT (U) (Geoti Sefeyl P tadsrn B 9 1 Fort»4 

6 ->30300 M0Nffi5MH (127) (Q) (John Piaju P Bora 8 9 S Santo 6 

6 260-503 RffiAOKliflO] [ljun* (UBLT)UrmEd)JBi3ry89 P Roberts (7) 6 

7 0502-33 BOUPWOYJBCMlttoJWf^PHoangae J Qatar 8 

8 SUnSE U1BKW (MS) Uatin Beny) John Beny 8 4 — MRratonft 

9 044348 NffMCRM (MJ ffheSwiftnro CU) W 14*712 Hat* Deyer (7) 3 

10 046160 MONKEY ZANIYpoiULKamSliL Hans 7 12 PFwseylB)? 

-lOdadarad- 

BETTWB: 94 Cheacast, 9-2 Born A Lady, 8-1 Kankay Zanty, 7-1 Boetoe DOr, 8-1 bnjdqgtoa, Cop- 
per Bright, Rad AcoMa, 10-1 Eu u lmrtn r, 10-1 S u preme Hasten, 25-1 Ping-Pong Bad 
1995: Ufca Bees 3 89J Stack 4-6 (pc Haslaml 7 rat 

R3BMGUH3E 

chemcast snowed much-onprowd afl- weather form to woi a course and distance hand 
«ap on Itkasday and should be able in gam a quteh toUm-up. Cheung coft won nuts- 
enes a Goodwood and Fctteaone last season when with Brian Meehan and showed a Hong 
for this fast flva furlongs to beat Dancing Jack a comfoitaMe lengh ana a Half two days 
a go. Danong Jack provides a useful yardstick for form comparisons in this race. He spat 
BooUMD'Or and Copper Bright when fourth lo Lost But Not Least on January 13 and they 
are held on that showvtg. A better chance is hefcJ by Moakay Zanty. who toBowed a Woh-er- 
hampton seBer wm wtdi a shth to Krystal Max here (Of). She mbs /us over four lengths bo- 
hrt Dandng Jack then but tfcesa gd a healthy *Ktgu ccraeeson fiwn my setecoon. Islington 
wadd have a decent chance on her beat form off a tew weght. but she is ruining poorly 
am Mshed rare Wrgfrs behmd Danong Jack nere on January 6 when tounh id Krystal 
Max. Born A Lady can pose a big threat if fit for th& first nn smoe October. She won first 
rime up at SoutfMen tn May, so there is every chance that lack o> a recent run iris not ba 
a problem and sna held her form wel on turf sfterivaids. Mortreetar won first tune up at 
Rlpon m April, so she too may not Be rendered by an absence smea September. ftedAeutefcfe 
Wobertampton third to Bofty was a decent effort (bnpHigon sixth and Money Zanty sev- 
enth) but he rs proving difficult to wki wth. Sete ctto w: CHEMCAST 

Ira iri l CHIEFTAIN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4*500 added 3YD lm Penalty Value £3032 

1 052-2 MSffCiqpqCMGteQson) JEpe90 DeanHdtooM2 

2 6 MMK«I(Ul(HRHEiRan Ahmad Shahl Mbs Gay Kate** 90 8 Cochrane 5 

3 004) ICW=RG0UFEAO£{7) (Haver Brag Out: H) T Nagttn 90 T Ashley (7)1 

4 0 T0RM0UNT (USAJ (18) (Cowiar Partneonel Lord HuSnjjWi 9 0 These 

5 4 MBNUCKIS (23) (BbOfflSbuy Sufl D Mans 3 9 I Tata 4 

6 004) M0GW(7)(MiSSLABtelt)J FfiuJvH^esBS J Fortune 3 

-gdic ta wd- 

BEnWE 8-13 Agsnt, 9-2 ftafr-Xo, B-l Hfc*£ts, 10-1 Tomorat Vmm Gaff Eafe 26-1 Mo0n 
IMS: WaSdoBJ So*ere 3 9 0 A Clark 8-1 (C A Cperi 6 on 
FORM GUDE 

AGENT, bought out of IMlIe hfeggas's yard for 16.00001s. has run wefl both starts far Les 
Eyre at Southrmfl and Woherttampton, going dowi three-quarters of a iergm to Kings Har- 
mony m a maiden and then running Bnganoone fwefl beaten yessarday) id a neck In his 
first handeap. That test run was over seven furlong; and Agars was headed dose home 
hawng ted over a furlong out He ad not help rus cause by pi*ng hard early on. but sta- 
mina snoufd not ba a problem round here, even over an extra furlong. Artak -Kir and Door- 
mount mere beeten a fang way m the course and (fistance maiden war by Web Drawn nere 
on January 11. Anafc-Ku showed the greater promise and may improve sufficiently to prove 
the main dait09r. fflgMghts was we9 backed on her debut Mten 14 lengths fourth to Rosen 
Gold over ten furtengB here. Die drop to a mge may help. Mogla and Haver Golf Ea0e 
showed Mile fa Frrcefy Sound's ace last waek. Se le ct ion : AGENT 


Ira arl CHURCHILL CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £4,500 added 
lm 2f Penalty Value £3432 

1 0012-05 SWEET SUFPOSM (B) IQ IMS Chnsone Rararu C (ta^er 597 CD«yar7 

2 4S0G5-3 6AlilCVICIWWtSJBlMhraMS«MMJ*nBwiy591 MFentanB 

3 0430545 SHUTTIHXICK (22) (Mis Ama L Saflderel Me N Macadey 5 8 12 S Sarins 8 

l 2000-13 XJWOFSmwmtMBLiureMurphri PIA4pty48iO S Drome (3) 1 

5 6313-11 MASNJN (USA) (9) (CO) A W Rt0?i R ffSUfcsn 11 8 9 A Gate 2 

6 000206- lunrSBEr(USA)(lO4(tanWSmnNNCak0an4B2 fF«n9 

1 050656- P«C ESSQKE (USA) (40| (D) 18 Memeffl J Ewe 5 8 L J WMmu 3 

8 360000 SC0IIISHMIH(17)(CD)(Deennair UOJ LHsms 7 712 IQrimiS 

9 USBIUGHTIAW(RAMRBC8CiusesLid)NlllDTioaen4 710 IBnnH[7)4 

-9rtedMd- 

BETTViG: 11-8 MBflntw, 6-2 Hari Of StrmK, 4-1 Swwt SOppaata, 12-1 Rm Esearco, 14-lfldfc 
Wctery, 18-1 SfarHtececfc 20-1 M ia d y b Bel, 25-1 laser Ugbt lady, 33-1 ScaMtah Park 
1995: Mecure 5 8 3 D Horan 15-2 (W G M Turned 8 tan 
FORM CUBE 

HAND of sniAW won a Wbhethampion (ImlOOyds) seller the month and ran wel on na 
EtMtrack debut wtwn thud to Masnan aver a mile here on January 1R Ha shouM be weB 
suited by the step up to ten furlong. Hand Of Straw has a 5lb pti with Masnun for under 
dk> lengths and s fancied to overturn placings. Masnun goes vme 4I here and e effective from 
seven furlongs to this detente, but is less ikely to Improve for the step up rt (fistance than 
the selection. Sweat Smposin finished fifth nthat race. Deaten about nw and a half lenghs. 
and meets Masnwi 2tb worse and Hand Of Straw 7i> worse. GaHc Victory was tram be- 
hind Trriai Peace here two weeks Ex-Fiend> Mandyfa Bet managed a third over hurtles 
.sEvreux, bui her first run for Nevdte Callaghan saw her pUted up at Kempton and her Fla . 
form m France was moderate. Lsser Ugbt Lady laces a stiff task on her debuLwMIe Scat- j 
tteh Park and ShutU ec ock are out of farm. Selectkm: HAND OF STRAW 

Ira rara l COMET HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4,650 added 6f Penalty Val- 
lie £3^54 

1 600000- AGWA (63) (CO) (I A Batarj R 0S*wn ? 10 D DBlBpll 

2 000-552 U3RABSr(7)(q (DlIPeiEipressLIOt'ANuinnp PHK9sn49l2 JRwtsne9 


~_5WMhrortb4 
Janos OTBomnl 

MFentoaZ 

IQuhmS 


3 4440-20 HUDCMMN (71 (CD) iR Hianani A Moore 9 9 11 IFES»2 

4 201340 SQUBE COMBE (UQ (G HannxO G Hanrood 4 99 fiqa Homod (7) 6 

5 35-2423 FORT NMR (7) (C) (Mes C MartomaW R Flower590 M1HMM 

6 006030 LOCHON (24) P)(J Ijnanj J Ejre 5 8 9 RIapptaU 

7 330305- PEARL DAWN (7Q (D) IMS E Keep) G L Moore 6 8 7 SWMtwortbl 

8 134040 JBISEV BELLE (15) ID) (D A Fbota) P Mahn 4 8 4 5 Sudan 10 

9 0065-24 HALBERT (9) (T Baited P BugflC* ? B 3 PMcCri»(55 

10 000305- IX£BtrW33t(39) (Mas JibeSein JBntige: A83-_— IQiriaT 

11 003430 FWNCE RUDOtf J21J (D) U T Mrs N Mooley t 6 - 1 M FflOfOD 3 

12 000000 SHAYTES DOMAH (18) IR M Rarer) R FkMV 5 7 11 T Wan 8 

- 12 dactared- 

BEnUffi: 4-1 Rirt Knox, 5-1 Pearl Own, 112 Uttra Beet, 6-1 loctan, KMbert, 8-1 tawctfkn, 10-1 
Sqolre Conte, 12-1 Jwsoy HbBb, Agra, 18-1 Desert WMar, ftteee ftateR 20-1 Suynu Dematae 
1996: Nodi co Pmcess 4 9 9 R Cochrane 5-1 It* R OUroyai 11 an 
FORM GUDE 

LOCHON did well on his Equitrack debut when third to Cheeky Chappy Mr the 5f. Ho is 
equafly eftectw at this tnp and should appreciate the return to the surface after finishing 
only rwmh id Super Rocky at Woberhampton last bme. Fort Kim e w good form, last week 
finishing thud to Ratos in the Ladbroke AH-Weaiher Trophy Fnal here owr seven furlongs 
— Invocation etgrttn. Hatwrt a terglh second to Sharp imp on January 6, was tounh tn 
Random's race last dme after setting the pace and has a 4ib pul with Fort Knox, who fin- 
ished Just over a length m from of tom. Pearl Da wn has not been out since Crashing fifth 
id Friendly Brave here on Nouembe 10. Uttra Beet has faced sftff tasks in handicaps of 
tare and did well In a darner last week, fitoshinE a length and a half second to Milos. Squire 
Conte had Ultra Beet well behind whan wvmmg at Newmarket In September.. Hb first run 
for Guy Harwxri saw him finish foirth to FnervOy Bran here- but he dteapponted behind 
Chewtt last bme. Afm may need to drop further in Ihe weights. Selection: LOCHON 

|- ra rara l CHALLENGER HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5/150 added 3YD lm 
Penalty value £3£73 

1 614-1 BANZHAF (USA) (23) (Q ©nan tank*] G L Moot 9 7 JSUMwfa4 

2 6CG-1 DfSTWCT BEAUTY (7) (Cl (N S Itang) W 0 Gorman 8 11 BaataOWinnl 

3 413405- TO IME IMBE (C) femme Fhnnersi G L Moore 8 3 MFwrtnZ 

4 0600-1 80VB93GN PRICE CM) (Q IM Tabor) N CsSaghan 7 10 IlfoknS 

-4dadared- 

MMnum neigfit 7a I Oft. True rtsndkfip ne^hc Sorere®: Prince la 8 b. 

BETIWG: 6-5 Dlstfaet Beanty, 15-8 Sramrifol Mice, 7-2 Banted, 10-1 To The WSre 
1095: norino 3 S 11 W Woods 13-2 (R W Aimarong|7rar 
FORM GUDE 

SOVEREIGN PRWCE was toed on hfi Newbury debut n September betond Mick's 
Low over tots top, out was well beaten and showed tale tn he next two ruts on me all- 
weather. He firs hancficap run cau^it the eye. however, when he finished down toe field 
behind toystal Max, carrying 61) more than his true handicap mark, rarer six furlong; here. 
Ha was heU becked two weeks ago when teatmg Rawi a tengh and a half rarer 7f and 
shaped as though this trip was needed. Banrimf s wins have bato been rarer seven furlongs 
nere. Last dme making an to beat Befts Of Holland three lengths. He is 71b higher now and 
toe runner-ito did not boost toe form next tone. Distinct Beauty can pose a tugger threat 
Mowing her toree-iengto wtn from Bato Kii&n rarer ten furlongs last week. To Tire Wtrtre, 
stabiemate to Banzhaf, ts urproven a Uus trip. Setocffon: SOVEREIGN PRINCE 

I yToc 1 CENTURION HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,500 added fillies 
I* K<|£0 [ lm 4f Penalty Value £3j089 

1 2630-12 MfiD STRAWBBJBV (B) (0 (BF) (Copyfanx Udl Mss B Sardos 7 10 0 OfoggsE 

2 01400-6 HIT FUHTOOT [23) (A S Ffertf! B Meehan 4 8 12 GHmmm(7)3 

3 5/05055- SACRB)HRROR^7a)(C£aitaniCeraw58U MIersn4 

4 550040- UNCHAHIH) LHKIQS (IDS) (R M C^ri C Cjser 588 IFortone 1 

5 0305-25 NEVSi SO IBIE (M) (I S GkAhni 0 Artutmt 4 8 5 - RCcdneB 

6 221006- ALL TW JOYS (9® W 0*5 G U CoodHtamj C Cper 58 3 JQrini2 

7 204-466 SMftWORD FUHt (7) (pmO PetMui J A Here 7 7 10 CAdwnsan |5)7 

-Tdectared- 

MWnun 7sf 10b. True Imtap "e/gif Suyntero Ftyer 7a 9ft. 

BETIBtB: 7-4 VMM Staaebcny, 74 Afl The Jays, 4-1 New So Rte. 6-1 Sacnri Mbrar, 8-1 Seyn- 
find Flyer, 10-1 iteefeartad Walm, 12-1 EBy ReettoM 
1995c Canwhen 4 a 9 D Hantsan 6-4 rLonJ HunmeiDnl S ran 
FORM GUDE 

ALL THE JOTS can make her first appearance on this surface a winning one. All The Joys 
hasn't raced since a stxui of 23 behind Snow ftoncess at Newmarket towards the end of 
October, but she was returning from a ten-week break when beaten a length and a quar- 
ter by Peart Rarer at Fohestone In Augst so she can go well (rash. StaWemare Unchart- 
ed Waters makes less appeal. WBd Strawberry, who won hare over two miles a factnigfa 
ag? and was then a half -length second to Sir Norman Holt rarer toe same tnp rune days 
agp. might find lm 4f on the sharp Pda and ts 4fe ngher than last time Never So Rite 
pulled too hard whan unplaced against No Speeches rarer course and dstance a formgftt 
agp. Swynfonl Flyer cotAl reach the frame, but EBy Fteetfoot makes no appeal on re- 
cent evidence and Secrad Mirror tes rxx run smee May. Seiecdon: All THE JOYS 


RACING RESULTS 


SOUTHWELL 

12 . 40 c 1 . GOLD BLADE (Mrs L Peareet 
13-8 fav. 2. MwM Bcpa 8-1; 2. Terapra fai 
12 - 1. 18 fra. B. A. y Pearce. Newmartat], 
Tofra £2.40: £130. £L#X £480. DF: £7.90. 
CSF: £14.92. Tncast £ 11132 - Tna £13.10. 

UTS: L SO JOUZHfi y wearer) 9-4 fav; 
2. Sea God 12-1; 3. fadoha 17-2. ID ran. 
Sh-hd, 13- (kftss S Haa. MuMtehami. Tate 
£ 330 : £ 2 . 00 . £3.40. £150. Dr; £53.10. 
CSP u rexnr O.fiS f W. Tna: £53.90. 


130: L GREEK NIGHT OUT (Mss Diana 
Jones) 8-1: 2. Mr Morteriy 5-2 fav; 3. Brand 
Low 3-1. 10 ran. 9. sh-ho. U Eyre. 7h»s«. 
Tote! 15.10; £2.10. £1.10, £L40. DF: 
£8.50. CSF: £28.66. Tncsec £89.63. 7no: 
£5330. 

2M: L MBA fR Lflppm) 4-1; 2. Kotos 
12 - 1 ; 3. Anton 5-2 far. 16 ras. T-h. hd. 
U Eyre, Thask). Tote: £6^0: £2.60. £350. 
Pi 30 . DF: £56-^0. CSF: £56-64. Dm; 
£61.60. 


238: LKBWDOBPHMCESSIL Chamo*) 
14-1; 2. flrera Gera 9-1: 3. Vrarara Otter 

10-11 fav. 7 ran. 1. 2 Mr. (M Camacho. Mat- 
ron). Ttota: £11.70: £7.30. £4.00. DF: 
£52.70. CSP. £114. 7a 

3.80: L CWLBAHG BANG (P Rodens] 8-1: 
2. Ifaetora's Wtogh 9-1 tor. 3. Yomg Ffe*. 
•rifk 11-2. 7 rra. Vi V«. U Berry. Cocker 
Ifafflt. Tote: £13.10; £3-00. £2.40. DF: 
£20.00. CSF: £25.18. 


338; L WAGOtOOT (A McGfcne) 11-2; 2. 
wetah Mtoodr 6-4 fav. 3. Don Tbo Terri 
14-1 10m 2. 5. (J Payna, Newmarket). Tnta; 
£4.10; LUO. £2X10, £4.20. DF: £8.60 CSF: 
£16-71. Thot £74.30. 

4J»: L KMOCBB 1 GOT (Tlirest 4 5 lav. 2. 
Will Mini 11-2; 3. Prt Cneter 1 J-L 10 no. 
6. IM Ryan. Newmarket). Tote £160; 
£1,10, £1.30. £5.50. DF: £6.40. CSF: 
L6.B6. Incest: £40.98. Trio: £29.50. 


Jackpot: Na wan; a pool to £4.960.01 
b earned I orward to Lregfield today. 
Quadpot £89-20. 

Pfaeo pot £385.70. 

Place 8: £317.64. 

Pla ce 5: £208-60. 

BTThc meetings at Doncasier 
and Lingfield were both aban- 
doned. 


- 

sport 

Union 
happy at 
Olympic 
logistics 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Miami 

All previous worries about the 
problems of running the 
Olympic regatta in Savannah, 
about 250 miles from Alianta, 
were d ismiss ed yesterday by 
Paul Henderson, previously the 
highly apprehensive president 
of the International Yacht Rac- 
ing Union. 

Speaking at one of the ma- 
jor testing grounds, the Olympic 
Classes Regatta here, he said: 
“I think most of the sailors are 
looking forward to Savannah. 
There were a lot of things we 
had to overcome." 

Of greater excitement to him 
was the prospect of persuading 
the 100-plus countries in his or- 
ganisation to adopt a new high 
performance dinghy. “I believe 
the youth of the world needs 
some new dinghies," be said, ac- 
knowledging that Britain was 
setting the pace for the rest of 
the world. 

He wants to see some trials 
this autumn, ahead of the 
IYRITs annual general meet- 
ing in London, but conceded 
that he may not be able to car- 
ry enough delegates with him to 
vote the new machine into 
place in time for the Sydney 
Olympics in 2000. “Whether I 
can do that is questionable," he 
said. “But I am sure I can bring 
them round for 2004. 1 think I 

ran win this missi on to per- 
suade. It has to be done.” 

He also wants any new boat 
made widely available. “I think 
there should be a policy to 
make the sailor important, not 


It’s good to talk: Operating from his Refgate home in Surrey, Dave Roberts uses the 
form book to sort out likely winners from the entries before spendirq£ up to £2,000 a 
quarter on calls to trainers, persuarfing them to use his men Photograph: Adam Scott 


it should not be high-priced," he 
said. 

Britain went into the second 
day of the Mi ami regatta hav- 
ing seen the 470 duo of John 
Merricks and Ian Walker lying 
second to the Olympic gold 
medallist Jordi Caiafat, of 
Spain, despite testing a new 
boat, mast and sails. Their 
women counterparts. Be than 
Raggatt and Sue Carr, were also 
progressing well. 

The world youth champion, 
Ben Ainsfie, at 18 the youngest 
to be picked to sail for Britain 
at the Games, came first and 
second in his first two Laser 
races. He was then penalised 
with a 720-degree turn at the 
start of the third race but fought 
his way back to finish 12th. 


Bonaly takes 
charge as 
Britons slip 

Ice skating 


Stephanie Main, the British 
. skater, yesterday failed to qual- 
ify for the women’s final after 
finishing a disappointing 26th in 
the short programme at the Eu- 
ropean championships in Sofia, 

Main needed lobe in the top 
24 to reach the closing stages, 
where the five-times champion 
Surya Bonaly will have the ad- 
vantage after a close contest. 
Bonaly, of France, took a nar- 
row lead after two tie-breaks 
were needed to separate her 
and second-placed Irina Slut- 
skaya, of Russia. 

Tan] a Szewczenko, of Ger- 
many, coming off a poor per- 
formance at her recent national 
championship, held third place 
with another Russian, Maria 
Butyrskaya, fourth. The winner 
of the short programme last 
year, however, the eventual 
runner-up, Olga Markova of 
Russia, could only manage 11th 
place after two serious errors in 
her routine. 

Steven Cousins, the British 
champion, was very disap- 
pointed by his failure to win a 
medal in Sofia. “It was so dose, 
but close doesn’t cut it," the 23- 
year-old from Deeside said. 

Cousins, the seven-times 
British champion, went into 
the free skating final on Thurs- 
day in third place but on a night 
of erratic skating, he fell on his 
first attempted triple axel. 

He later did a double loop in- 
stead of the planned triple and 
a double flip-double toe loop 
jump combination where he 
had intended two triples. 

“It would have been lovely 
leaving with a medal round my 
neck," said Cousins, whose 
fourth place was still four po- 
sitions higher than he achieved 
at last year’s European and 
World championships. He fin- 
ished behind the Ukrainian, 
Viacheslav Zagorodniuk, and 
the Russians, Igor Pashkevich 
and Ilya Kulik, on a night when 
Zagorodniuk was the only 
skater to realise his potential 

A medal would have been the 
first for a British man in the Eu- 
ropeans since Robin Cousins - 
no relation - won the event 
ahead of his Olympic title in 
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sport 

FA CUP FOURTH ROUND: Distinguished member of Wembley hall of fame meets old adversaries 

Porterfield back 


today. Guy Bodgsonjeports 


. 0^ 


to haunt Leeds 


t Maybe when you have 
got 27 of the tilings you 
can afford to be wanton 
with them. When Col- 
in Todd was asked ibis 
week about FA Cup finals, be 
said he would gladly have sacri- 

rt « 


normally stirred by events on a 
football field. Among the Sec- 
ond Division's relegation can- 
didates at Christmas, they were 
transformed by the appointment 
of Bob Stokoe as manager, 
sweeping past the then might of 


not presume to pul a value on 
the winning goal at Wembley. 

Not that he would have to go 
far to get an estimate. The club 
president. Nat Lofthouse. 
scored twice in Boltcm’s_2-0 win 
over Manchester United in 
1958, while Todd's newly app- 
pointed coach, Ian Porterfield, 
got the most famous goal of his 
life against Leeds United in the 


‘I was one of 
the lucky ones 
who achieved 
something that 
many people 
dream of 


Porterfield, 50 next month, 
look on what most would assume 
is the nearest thing to mission 
impossible - helping keep Bolton 
in the Premiership - three weeks 
ago and, fate being what it is. al- 
most the first thing he was con- 
fronted with was the FA Cup 
fourth-round draw against, of ail 
teams, Leeds. Memories of 23 
years ago came flooding back. 

In 1973 he was part of a Sun- 
derland team whose Cup run 
fired imag inations beyond those 


Manchester City and Arsenal on 
the way to "Wembley. 

There, every logical argument 
suggested the Wearside dream 
would end. The opponents in the 
final were a Leeds team whose 
image was the antithesis of ro- 
mance. They were hugely skilled 
but had a frowning hardness that 
bad ail but killed affection out- 
side West Yorkshire. 

For six years running they had 
finished in the top three in the 
First Division and were cham- 
pions the following season. 
Every Leeds player at Wemb- 


ley was an international but that 
could not insure them against 
the whim of Cup fortune. 

Porterfield, whose right foot 
was largely for standing on, 
used it to vtnky the winner while 
at the other end Jim Mont- 
gomery invited comparisons 
with Gordon Banks' breathtak- 
ing save against Mfi three years 
previously by keeping out a 
shot from Peter Larimer. The 
country, inured to the charms of 
a brilliant Leeds side, rejoiced. 

Alan Hoby, in the Sunday Ex- 
press. wrote: “It was not so much 
the Cup final of the century as a 
shattering CRASH which could 
be heard throughout the world of 
football. Soccer las never known 
-or seen - anything like it. It was 
theSunderiapdmtrade...theRo- 
ker explosion that destroyed 
Leeds, the overwhelming 
favourites, in the biggest Wem- 
bley upset of them aU." 

Even at the time Porterfield 
kept a grip on his eratemeut, de- 
scribing the goal thus: “1 just 
turned and whacked it. 1 knew 
as soon as I connected that no 
keeper could stop iL Although, 
come to think of it, Jimmy Mont- 


gomery probably would have 
done. What a game he had." 



Porterfield celebrates the most famous goal of his life 
in the 1973 FA Cup final Photograph: Colorsport 


done. What a game he had." 

Now the owner of what, for a 
fleeting moment, was the most 
famous right foot in football is 
reticent to talk about memories. 
"I don't want to take attention 
away from Colin and the players 
at Bolton,’" be said. “It was a 
long time ago. I hit it right. I hit 
it sweet ana it went in. These 
things happen In football. 

*1 was one of the lucky ones 
who achieved something many 
people dream of. It was nice for 
me, it was nke for the family bait 
it was nice for a lot of others too. 
Particularly Bob Stokoe, who 
did such a terrific job with us, 
but most of all the people of 
Sunderland. It was no more spe- 
cial for me than for others." 

Porterfield arrived at Bolton 
after a managerial journey that 
took him to Rotherham, Shef- 
field United. Aberdeen, Reading 
and Chelsea. The last appoint- 
ment ended with his dismissal in 
2993, which probably tanks as the 
worst point of his career, but one 
he confronts without rancour. 

“You have your bad mo- 
ments." he said with a low voice 
that still carries a strong Scottish 



J' 


die 


pair 


ini 


Schemer: Ian Porterfield, the Bolton coach, hopes to bring about Leeds' downfall a igain at Bum den Park this afternoon Photograph. Neal Simpson . - »_■ * 


accent “Football's always been 

about ups and downs but Tve al- 
ways been a positive persom For 
every winner there h3s to be a 
loser. I roll my sleeves up and 
work hard to put things right" 
Nowhere more so than at his 
next job after Stamford Bridge, 
in Zambia where he coached a 
national ride which had lost 18 
players in a plane crash to with- 
in a match of making the World 
Cup of 1994. A draw against 
Morocco in Casablanca would 
have earned them a place in the 
United States, but they lost 
Porterfield then coached a 
dub side in Saudi Arabia but was 
available when Bolton dismissed 
Roy McFarland as joint manag- 
er early in the New Year. *Tve 
known CbUn since we played to- 
gether at Sunderland,” he said. 

“1 knew from coming here as 
a player and a manager that this 
has always been a beautiful 


place in teams of the welcome 
you receive. Right from Nat 
Lofthouse down. Whether you 
win. lose or draw you’re well re- 
ceived. There's good continuity, 
everyone seems settled here. 


beaten 3-0 in the third round of 

therelias been a lALvrirfover 
Wimbledon and a creditable 
2-1 defeat ax Newcastle. 
Burnden Park has been re- 


‘I knew from coming here as a 
player and a manager that this has 
always been a beautiful place in 
terms of the welcome you receive' 


Nk» environment, lovely people. 
That's why I didn’t have to think 
too bard about coming here." 

Porterfield has a five-month 
contract that vraU be reviewed by 
dub, manager and coach in the 
summer although .results since 
his arrival have shown an im- 
provement Bradford City were 


cetong letters from Tyneside 
since then, saying that Bolton 
are among the best rides to vis- 
it St James’ Bark this season, al- 
though Bolton are fed up with 
getting plaudits and no wins. A 
truly dreadful performance that 
yields three points would prob- 
ably be preferable to Porterfield 


“The morale has been very 
good,” he said. “The lads were 
disa ppointed that the results 
weren’t going for them but 
they’re in good spirits- They're 
chirpy and up for the games. 
They certainly don't give the im- 
pression of a team going out ex- 
pecting to get beaten. 

“We’ve got 14 League games 
to turn the corner and so far it 
has been encouraging. We were 
unfortunate to lose at Newcas- 
tle but we came away with great 
credit Wfe were playing a side 
who most people believe will win 
the Premiership and we com- 
peted very well That can only 
help the players’ confidence.” 

A win today would hardly 
cause an outbreak of self-in- 
trospection, either. “In the last 
few years the Bolton public 
hare come to expect gpad runs," 
BorterfieldsakL “They got to the 
Coca-Cola Cup final last year 


and reached the play-offs at - 
Wembley, so the fens arc used 
to big games. And this » a big 


game for us. Leeds are just 4Q 
miles un the road from here.” 


miles up the road from here.” 

The outcome of today's 
match is possibly the hardest to ' • " - 
predict in the fourth round- 
Anyone searching for an omen 
would be interested to know, 
however, that Stokoe arrived at 
Burnden Park this week and- ’ 
spent an afternoon talking to his 
former charge. “He is a lovely 
man.” Porterfield said, “and he . »■ 
takes time to see how his play-, -f ; : ' 
ers are getting on.” Significant? 
Porterfield dismissed the notion . 
with a snort “What happened . 

20 years ago will have no'bear- 

: ,n * 


ing at all on Saturday.’ 

It is nice >for the people of 
Bolton to hope, though. They 
would probably give away a cou- 
ple of Colin Todd's caps for an- 
other trip to Wembley, too. 


To blow it from here would be 
so tragic... so utterly typical 


Clubs succeed in 
reversing Uefa ban 


TEAM NEWS 


Sky’s decision to cover the der- 
by between Queen's Park 
Rangers and Chelsea was one 
of these rare occasions when 
television abetted rather than 
hindered match-going fans. The 
extra 24 hours to sleep off New- 
Year’s Eve revelries meant that 
Blues supporters saw 19% in 
with a spring in their stride. In 
previous years we have always 
seemed to have to drag our- 
selves out of bed at some un- 
godly hour for an 11am lack-off. 

I found myself sitting next to 
a father and son who both sup- 
ported Rangers. The boy was 
about eight and spent the half- 
hour before kick-off asking me 
questions about how Chelsea 
had been playing during the sea- 
son, then dissecting my an- 
swers with his father to try and 
provide himself with the reas- 
surance that die Superhoops 
were going to win three points 
in the battle against relegation. 

The first half was the worst 
performance I have witnessed 
by two Premiership teams this 
season - countless passes went 
woefully astray. Then Bradley 
Allen scored a gem in the 70th 
minute and celebrated wildly. 
Matthew Brazier's own goal de- 
flated him somewhat but, as the 
boy kept telling me: “A point 
in a derby game has got to be 
considered a good result.” . 

With the scoreboard dock 
having been reading 90 for 


No 134 

Chelsea 

JON LADD 


what seemed like an aeon, 
Paul Furlong rose and slotted 
in the winner. 1 rose as one with 
the massed Chelsea raids to 
salute the victory. 

When 1 looked down I saw 
the bey, he was aghast and then 
held his face in his bands so 
that no one would see him cry- 
ing. As the final whistle went 
I put an arm on his shoulder. 
I’ve been there enough times 
with Chelsea to know the 
emptiness that defeat brings. 
“It'll get better,” I said, but I 
knew he didn't believe me. 

The following Sunday found 
me nearly hoarse from scream- 
ing Chelsea to an unlikely vic- 
tory against Newcastle in the 
FA Cup. It seemed highly im- 
probable that the team of the 
moment would make the same 
mistake they had a month ear- 
lier when we had beaten them 
in the league, but despite 
squandering a hatful of chances 
and some increasingly nervous 
defending, we led la} deep into 
injury-time. As the ball drifted 
out for a goal kick, my heart 
soared. I knew that as the ball 


crossed high over the halfway 
line that the referee would 
blow his whistle and we would 
be in the fourth round. 

Dimitri Kharin’s kick defied 
description, as did the fact 
that, rather than stay on his line 
and let the defence close Les 
Ferdinand down, he ran for- 
ward, opening his legs just 
wide enough for the baU to be 
poked through them. 

1 looked desperately for a 
lineman's flag and then to the 
referee; perhaps he had blown 
the final whistle before the ball 
had gone in. Chelsea kicked off 
and shattered these fragile il- 
lusions. I put my head in ray 
bands and for a minute I was 
eight again. 

And so the story almost 
ends. A final twist was provided 
when the draw decreed that in 
the fourth round QPR would 
play Newcastle (or Chelsea). 

Three of us travelled up to- 
gether to the replay. One of the 
party “had a feeling" sadly the 
last time he made that pro- 
nouncement we had lost A -l at 
home to Manchester United. 


It was a brilliant match but, 
at 2-1 down with two minutes 
to go when Ruud Gullit 
hooked the ball past Pave! Sr- 
nicek, it was difficult to teQ who 
was the most amazed, the 
Newcastle fans that we bad had 
the temerity to do to them what 
they had done to us. or our- 
selves that they had let us. 

No more goals meant the 
game would be decided by 
penalties. Last year we had lost 
to MiUwali through the dread- 
ed spot kicks. Smicek was 
playing a blinder and we were 
strangers in a strange land. On 
the whole, things had looked 
better. 

Peter Beardsley missed, 
then Kevin Hitchcock saved 
Steve Watson's shot and after 
four penalties we were 2-0 up. 
Tb blow it from here would be 
so tragic. To blow it from here 
would be typical Chelsea. 

When Eddie Newton’s shot 
went in everything stopped 
for a second. He stood smiling 
at us and we grinned back. 
Then Wise dashed forward 
from the halfway line and pan- 
demonium ensued. 

On leaving the stadium the 
Newcastle fans wished us well 
for the rest of the competition 
and we told them they’d win 
the championship. I recog- 
nised the tears in their eyes. . . 
but this time they were differ- 
ent to the tears in mine. 


Rick Phn y, the Premier League 
chief executive, was a relieved 
man after Tottenham and Wim- 
bledon had their European ban 
overturned -and he then set his 
sights on restoring England’s 
lost Uefa Cup place. 

Party and Graham Kelly, his 
Football Association counter- 
part, had flown to Geneva yes- 
terday to support the two 
London chibs in their appeal 
against the ban - ruling them out 
of European competition, the first 
time they qualified in the nesd five 
years - imposed for their half- 
hearted participation in last sum- 
mer’s Intertoto Cup. 

That appeal, accompanied by 
a wealth of documentary evi- 
dence, was successful, with fines 
of £90,000 for Spurs and £60,000 
for Wimbledon levied instead. 
The fines, which with the costs 
add up to around £180,000, will 
be shared equally between the 
20 Premiership dubs. 

Plariy indicated that the next 
step would be to try to regain 
the Uefa Cup place taken away 
from England because of the at- 
titude of Spurs, Wimbledon 
and Sheffield Wednesday to 
the much-derided competition. 

“There isn’t an obvious route 
of appeal because this was a de- 
cision made by Uefa's executive 
committee bat we’re going to 
ask them gracefully if they will 
reconsider,” he said. “I don't see 
this as a kind of victory,” Alan 
Sugar, the Tottenham owner, 
said. “AH we have done is get back 


to the position that 90 ocher dubs 
in England have naturally every 
year, the ri g ht to earn a place in 
Europe.” 

For Tottenham, the vaJne of 
a successful run in Europe next 
season could be in excess of 
£4m, dwarfing their share of the 
fine, but Sugar stressed that his 
club had still paid the price for 
doing the decent thing. 

“The reason we entered was 
to protect British football from 
the punitive measures ofbannmg 
aO oar clubs from Europe that 
could have devastated the game 
in this country," he said. “I feel 
it’s a bit like us being accused of 
robbings bank when we hadn't, 
being found guilty, but then be- 
ing told not to worry because the 
police would pay the fine.” 

For Wimbledon, there was a 
degree of disappointment that 
they had not been cleared totally 
and Ned Hammam. brother of 
the dub owner, Sam, had another 
metaphor. “It’s like putting out 
a Bre that we didn’t start,” he said. 

Asked if English clubs would 
take part In the tournament in 
future, Kelly replied: “You 
never say never. You don't 
know what the situation will be 
in the future." 

Parry added: “We’ve already 
decided that we won’t take part 
this summer because of the 
European Championship. We 
have learned our lesson now, 
though. If we’re going to take 
part, we wfli do so property -we 
won’t get it wrong again.” 
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> Edwards freed to tackle Bramley and continue his Cup run 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADHELD 

Wigan will have iheir captain, 
bhaun Edwards, available to 
maintain his record of playing 
in every Challenge Cup tie 
smee their astonishing run of 42 
victories began in iyS8. 

Edwards' appeal against a 
one match ban for a high tack- 
le on Bradford's Robbie Paul 


succeeded yesterday, leaving 
him free to face’ Bramley 
tomorrow in the fourth round. 

“Obviously I’m glad," said 
Edwards. “LE I hit someone l ex- 
pect to be suspended, but in this 
case I was innocent.** 

Bramley. four from the foot 
of the Second Division at the 
end of the season last week, can 
hark back to a famous Cup per- 
formance against Wigan in 1VS4. 
Ironically in Edwards' first- 


ever tic. they forced a 10-JUdnrw 
at the nmv abandoned McLaren 
Field, and Wigan, coached by 
one Alex Murphy, would not 
even have taken the tie to a re- 
play - and eventually reached 
Wembley for the first "time in 14 
years - had it not been for a try 
from Graeme Wusr. the club's 
current coach. Bramley will not 
be us tricky a hurdle this time. 

Last season's beaten finalists, 
Leeds, also seem to have a task 


that is well within their compass 
with an away tie at Swinlon. 
They have James Lowes at 
scrum-hall' and Garry Schofield 
back in hLs specialist position of 
stand-off for the mutch at Gigg 
Lane, hut Harvey Howard is stfij 
under suspension. 

Just up the road at Rochdale, 
the Hornets could find Thauo 
Heath, one of the two amateur 
chibs in reach this stage, a hand- 
ful if the St Helens-bascd side 


play as well us they did in beat- 
ing Chorlcy in the last round. 

The new regimes at St Helens 
and Warrington get on early and 
demanding test. Saints' new 
coach, Shaun McRae, is first in 
the firing line, when his new side 
take on Castleford today. 

McRae is without Joey Hayes, 
with a hamstring strain,’ but has 
Anthony Sul] Kan back on the 
wing and other recent absentees 
of the stature of Paul Newlove 


and Bobbie Goulding fit again. 
“They are a very talented bunch 
of players.” McRae said after his 
first three days in charge. “I'm 
not trying to build Rome in a 
day but just offering a bit of 
guidance when it's needed.” 

Castleford covered their 
pitch before the onset of the se- 
vere weather and are confident 
of being able to stage the match. 

They will, however, be with- 
out their England stand-off. 


Tony Smith, whose appeal 
against a one-match ban was re- 
jected yesterday. Graham Stead- 
man and Gareth Stephens have 
been named as the half-backs, 
with Frano Botica feeling that he 
is nix yet ready for the first team. 

Wirrington's new coach, John 
Dorahy - no doubt with some 
advice from the club’s other 
new appointment. Alex Murphy 
- has made some significant 
changes for the visit to Oldham, 


with Andy Currier and Mark 
Rtrster on the wings and Mike 
Ford restricted to a place on the 
beoch. 

Thc Carlisle second raw for- 
ward Stuart Rhodes has been 
banned for five matches. 
Rhodes, who has also been fined 
£50, was placed on report by ref- 
eree Nidi Oddy during his side's 
36-6 defeat of amateurs West 
Bowling in the third round of the 
Cup nearly a fortnight ago. 


W* 
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Old Firm 
pair arrive 
in Lilliput 



Eight-bail: Nicky Hammond, the Reading reserve goalkeeper, trains yesterday after recovering from chicken pox in the hope of replacing the 
iiqured Bulgarian international, Borislav Mikhailov, in today's FA Cup tie against Manchester United at Elm Park Photograph: Peter Jay 


Hibernian confident of Cup progress 


If dreams of players can take 
them into the realms of fantasy 
football before big games, the 
players and manage rs of Keith 
and WhitehiU Welfare may have 
been struggling to keep the night- 
mare demons at bay this week. 

The two small non-League 
clubs have been propelled into 
football's fast lane as they pre- 
pare to take on the might of 
Rangers and Celtic in the third 
round of the Tennent’s Scottish 
Cup. They await their £ate with 
excitement and dread. 

Home advantage has been 
wrenched from them by offi- 
cialdom, which deemed their 
grounds unworthy of such oc- 
casions, and so Pittodrie and 
Easter Road have been hired. 

Keith meet Rangers today, 
while WhitehiU face Celtic to- 
morrow: the two smallest dubs 
in the competition facing the 
biggest. Not surprisingly, the 
bookmakers have installed Kei- 
th as 20,000-1 to lift the trophy. 

Jim Hamilton, the Keith man- 
ager, was looking on the bright 
side this week: “We’d have real 
nightmares if we looked too 
closely at the Rangers side and, 
to be honest, I haven't thought 
much about them at all yet 
“111 wait until after lunch on 
Saturday before talking to the 
players, although Fm happy Paul 
Gascoigne is suspended. I would 
say we are as good as any team 
in the Third Division and sever- 
al in the second. If everything was 
even we wouldn’t stand a chance, 
but this is cup football and you 
have to hope for the best.] 1 
Like any manager in his po- 
sition, Hamilton has under his 
charge an assortment of part- 
time players who will wish only 
to do their best and be able to 
walk out of the ground at the 
end with heads held high. 

Their town will be deserted 
on the day, with 7,500 tickets 
sold in a place with a popula- 
tion of 5,000. This is the clos- 
est Scottish football gets to the 
small town giant-killing of the 
FA Cup yet, such is the gulf be- 
tween top and bottom, genuine 
cup shocks are isolated events. 

"I’ve never played in front of 
more than 4fi00 and many of the 
lads are the same," said Scott 
Taylor, the Keith playmaker. “I 
hope we don’t get stage fright 
on the day and so fax everyone 
I've met has either asked for a 
ticket or told me to make sure 


David McKinney on 

the most distant of 
outsiders in this 
weekend’s Scottish 
Cup third round 

we keep the score down to six! 

“I've been daydreaming that 
in years to come I’ll be able to 
say I scored against Andy 
Goram and Rangers.” 

Whitehall Welfare are head- 
ing for a sell-out against a 
resurgent Celtic, and they too 
can report record ticket sales. 
For a side which performs to 50 
or 60 spectators on an average 
Saturday, 24*00 tickets sold on 
the first day of the public sale 
gives an indication of the level 
of interest in the area. 

On such a momentous day 
even the manager, Dave Smith, 
is in danger of being wrapped up 
in the magic of the cup. Fie is toy- 
ing with the idea of getting in on 
the act, of dusting down the 
boots and malting a farewell bow 
to the game at the age of 38. 

"It would be tempting, but 1 
know m be nervous enough 
just looking over to their dug-out 
and knowing I'm pitting my wits 
against Tommy Bums. Celtic 
have players who have star sta- 
tus draped over them, so well be 
realistic about what we can do, 
in the knowledge that well have 
to withstand a Tot of pressure. 

“The days of Berwick 
Rangers upsetting the mighty 
Rangers are in the past; Celtic 
are a professional side with 
professional players. 

“I have players who are de- 
termined to show they can play 
at a higher level, while I have 
ambitions myself to move on in 
management, and this is the 
platform we have been waiting 
tor. In addition, the revenue 
from this one game wil] keep the 
club going well into the next 
century." 

Smith can count on around 
£50,000 for this game but he is 
likely to be left counting the 
cash as a consolation at full 
time. His goalkeeper, Scott 
CautJey, is in no doubt as to his 
task on the day. 

“My worst nightmare is to let 
in double figures. I'm not say- 
ing I'll be happy to let in seven 
or eight goals but 10 or more 
would be a disaster. I’D do my 


best to keep the score down be- 
cause I don’t want to be re- 
membered as the man who let 
in 10 or 15 goals against Celtic." 

That kind of humiliation is 
the ultimate fear of any small 
club when jousting with the gi- 
ants. and the players of both 
sides can learn a lesson from 
Alex Smith, the manager of 
Clyde, who took both Aberdeen 
and St Mirren to cup success. 

In his days as manager of Stir- 
ling Albion, he watched his 
players go through the build-up 
to a big cup tie, only to find the 
occasion fell fiat. 

“The media had hyped up the 
game for the whole week and I 
was hoping for a good 90 min- 
utes at the end of it, for the play- 
ers to remember, but our big 
day lasted just 20 minutes by 
which time we were two goals 
down and the tie was lost. 


The leading Scottish clubs kick- 
off on the Cup trail today - 
weather permitting - and they 
could still be on the road to 
Hampden. 

The nalioaal stadium in 
Glasgow will be a building site 
come the date of the final on 
Saturday 18 May. The Scottish 
Football Association, however, 
seems unlikely to move the tra- 
ditional end-of-season show- 
piece away from Hampden, 
despite a cut in capacity. 

Only an Old Firm meeting of 
Celtic and Rangers, and all the 
pressure for tickets that would 
create, might force a rethink. 
"At this stage it is still the in- 
tention of the International 
Committee and the Executive 


Committee to carry on playing 
at Hampden if possible," Jim 
Fany. the SFA chief executive, 
said. The ground's old south 
stand is to be demolished with- 
in weeks, leaving the capacity in 
a three-sided stadium at 34.0D0. 

“The Executive Committee, 
who deride venues for cup fi- 
nals and semi-finals, will look at 
ties on a game-to-game basis.” 
Fany added. “Decisions will be 
based on safety and the suit- 
ability for use of Hampden as 
work progresses. Clubs have 
carried on using grounds dur- 
ing redevelopment, so why not 
at the national stadium?” 

The undersoil heating at 
Easter Road should ensure Hi- 
bernian take on Kilmarnock in 


the third round before White- 
hiD meet Celtic on the same Ed- 
inburgh turf tomorrow. 
Hibernian have not won the 
Cup for 94 years since beating 
Celtic 1-0 in 1902. Alex Miner's 
side took Celtic to a replay in 
the semi-finals last season but 
failed at the final hurdle. 

They have won only once in 
the last eight games, but Miller 
said: “This is not a make-or- 
break game. The Cup is a one- 
off and, if we play our best 
football, we can go through.” 
Steven Uveed is injured while 
Darren Dods and Fat McG in- 
lay are suspended, but Gordon 
Hunter and David Farrell could 
return. Kilmarnock could be un- 
changed for the fifth game in a 


row after remaining unbeaten 
in 1996 so far. 

The Ijmecastle transforma- 
tion effected by Jim Jefferies has 
left Hearts in buoyant mood for 
their campaign, and last week's 
3-0 win over Rangers should 
swell the attendance against 
Partick across Edinburgh. “It’s 
a different game from Rangers 
but, if we score early, Fd expect 
us to win comfortably,” Jefferies 
said. 

Only six games today are ex- 
pected to beat the weather: 
Keith v Rangers (at Pittodrie), 
Ross County v Forfar, Hibern- 
ian v Kilmarnock, Hearts v 
Partick, Hamilton v St John- 
stone (at Firhill) and Caledon- 
ian Thistle v East Fife. 


Broncos 
in the 
hunt for 
Mather 

London Broncos are back in the 
Hunt for the England centre 
Barrie-Jon Mather, who failed 
in the High Court on Thursday 
to gpin his release from Wigan 
in order to play in Australia. 

Broncos’ football manager 
Robbie Moore said: “We were 
waiting for clarification of the 
legal position and now that the 
player has to return to this 
country we will be making fur- 
ther inquiries. We are always in- 
terested in acquiring topriass 
players." 

The London side have been 
tracking the 6ft Tin Mather since 
he was placed on the transfer list 
by Wigan for £150,000 last 
November after a contract dis- 
pute. The Central Park club 
maintain that he is under con- 
tract to them until 1997. 

Lawyers acting for the 22- 
year-old, who was a member of 
England’s World C-up squad in 
October, had been trying to free 
him from his registration with 
Wigan so that he could join the 
Australian club Perth Western 
Reds in March. 

Broncos, without a coach 
since parting company with 
Gary Grienke on Tuesday, will 
be without the services of the 
England winger Ikram Butt for 
their Challenge Cup visit to 
Dewsbury tomorrow. 

The former Leeds and 
Feaiherstone player had a groin 
operation this week and will be 
out of action for about six weeks. 
He hopes to return for the start 
of the Super League season. 

A Scottish consortium are at- 
tempting to wrest control of 
Super League club Workington 
Ibwn. Bob Jamieson and his 
business partner Angus Cook 
had been involved in an attempt 
to launch rugby league in the 
borders at Galashiels during the 
summer. Jamieson is working 
for three months as Town's 
marketing director and Cook, 
a property developer and for- 
mer director of Dundee FC, 
have pledged to put money in 
the dub if they get control. 

However, the Workington 
directors are also talking to two 
business groups from Cumbria 
and hope to reach a derision 
early next month. “We need 
short-term inward investment 
and we are looking for a figure 
to do for us what Jack Walker 
did for Blackburn and Sir John 
Hall for Newcastle," Kevan 
Gorge, the club chairman, said. 

The dub have transfer-listed 
the prop Garry Schubert at 
£10,000 after he was unable to 
agree a new contract for the 
Super League. 


SPORTING DIGEST 



Uefa launches attack on EU 


Football 

Uefa has launched its strongest 
attack yet on the European 
Union’s attempt to sweep aside 
football's transfer and nation- 
ality regulations. 

National federations contin- 
■* ue to debate whether to accept 
the so-called Bosnian ruling, or 
stand behind Europe’s foot- 
ball officials. But the Uefa gen- 
eral secretary. Gerhard Aigner, 
accused the EU of intransigence 
and a lack of sensitivity and 
knowledge of the subject 
He warned that the EU 
court’s insistence that the trans- 
fer system and nationality re- 
strictions should be scrapped 
could destroy the structures of 
the game in the long term. 


Golf 

Ireland's David Higgins shot a 
second-round 72 yesterday to lie 
joint second, three shots behind, 
after being leap-frogged by 
Wayne Westner in a rain -dis- 
rupted day at the South African 
Masters in Port Edward. 

South Africa's Westner took 
foil advantage of favourable 
morning conditions at the San 
Lameer Country Club to add 68 
to his opening 69 for a total of 
137. But. with two and a half 
\iours of play suspended during 
the afternoon because of light- 
ning and rain, half the field were 
unable to finish their rounds be- 
fore it got dark. 

Westner did not enjoy a prof- 


“Is it really necessary to take 
such aggressive action?” Aigner 
asked m the latest issue of the 
Uefa Flash newsletter. “Football 
didn’t introduce requirements in 
co n tra v e n tion of EU law.” 

He said it was “legitimate for 
football’s bodies to defend 
themselves against measures 
which they are convinced will 
have a generally negative in- 
fluence on the development of 
the sport and are likely to de- 
stroy the structures of national 
football in the long term. 

“The veiy aggressive com- 
ments made by representatives 
of the European Commission 
some time before the Bosnian 
case showed (hen fundamentally 
negative attitude towards foot- 
baffs authorities,” Aigner added 


i table start. The twice South 
African Open champion 
dropped a shot at the first hole 
after driving into the right- 
band rough, and another at the 
fourth. However, he then found 
his form with seven birdies 
over the next nine holes around 
the turn. Tm happy with the 
way I’m playing at the mo- 
ment,” he said. “The course is 
tricky but it's not too tough.” 

Westner* s closest threats 
among those who did not fin- 
ish are Zimbabwe’s Mark Mc- 
Nulty, a shot behind on six 
under par with four holes to 
play, and another South 
African, \fciren Schulte, also at 
six under with six holes re- 
maining. 


Badminton 

The British par Simon Archer and Jutie 
Bradbury scored an unexpected <«n yes- 
today to reach the final of the meed dou- 
bles competition at the South Korean 
Open m Seou. Archer and Bradbu* seed- 
ed seventh, beat the second seeds, Kim 
Dong Moon and Gil 'foungAh of the host 
ration. 15-13, 15-9. They are set to meet 
in the final the South Koreans Rule Joo 
Bong and Ra Kyung Min, who prevent- 
ed an aU-Bmfih final by beating the sudh 
seeds. Nick Porting and Joanne Wright. 
15-3, 15-5 in the other semi-finaL 
SOUTH KOREAN OPEN (SeoaQ Ilea’s sto- 
res Ikwt Km Hah l*un (S Kori fit lee Kucng 
jm (S KnO 15-5 15-5. Doubles sanMnalE 
R SubagOfa and R Maroty Pndorg fit C Hunt 
and S Archer (GB) 15-5 13-15 15-7; Cheat) 
Soon W and Yap Him Hoc* (Malay) bt R fte* 
and Chew moon Eng (Malay) 15-11 15 -& 
Woman's stores samMmais: Bang Soo 
(S Koo ta Zhang rang (China) 12-10 12-10: 
Yao Van (China) tn KJm J» Hyun (S Kan 11- 
7 11 -5. Doubles DntaO Young Ah and Jang 
Hye OcK (S Ko0 U Nm Shin Young and Kim 
Mee Hyang [S Kor) 1-15 15-11 15-4. Mxed 
doubles seraHtauis: S Archer and J Brad- 
buy (GB) bt Kim Dong Moon and OH Young 
Ah (S Mod 15-13 15% Raid Joo Bora and 
Ra filing Mr CS Kori K N Porting and J 
IGSi 15-3 15-5. 


Basketball 

NBA: Washington 120 Houston 85; Debut 
93 Danas 92: Vancouver 106 Torarao 101: 
IA CUppers 94 Owner B3. 


Bowls 

CIS MSUMHCE WB5H MASIBS (UanefiQ 
SemMtateJ PneefWaObt A Thomson (Eng) 
1-7 7-1 7-4; R Corse IScoi t* H Ouff (Sen) 
7-53-7 7-S 


Boxing 

Francos Botha's second urine sample 
from his International Boxing Federation 
h ca wyweigg championship vrctoiy over 
Axel Schulz has tested positive for 
steroids. A hearing wrU be held within 
two weeks by the iBr championship 
ccrraratiee to deride whether the South 
African wiB be stripped of the title he 
won by a spfit decision over Schutz on 
9 December m Stuttgart. 


Cricket 

The one-day mat ch between Zimbab- 
we and Central Distncts in Napier, New 
Zealand, yesterday was cancelled due 
tDian. 2 n&sbKesan their three-match 
buted-quers seres effinst New Zeatend 
in Auckland tomorrow. 
Nottinghamshire yesterday announced 
a record profit of £258, 714 far 1995. 
ft fotore the money- sprang double us- 


Westner overhauls Higgins 


it of the Wfest Incies to Trent Bridge help- 
ing the dub erased £2m In Income from 
the game for the fast time. 

SHEFRBD SME1D (First day of four) Bris- 
bane: Queensland 361 for (M Uwe 165m, 
M Hayden 177noi; v Tasmania. Sydney: West- 
ern Auarata 261 far 7 (M Hussey 105): v New 
South Vtefes. 


Football 

Russell Osman, the former Engand de- 
fender, has signed a new contract keep- 
ing him with Britton for another 
month. The 36-year-old ex- Bristol City 
boss has been on a month-to-month 
contract since arriving at the Second 
Division dub In September: 

Oumar Dieng. the Parts St-Germaln de- 
fender, has been banned for two 
months by the French Football Feder- 
ation for failmg a diuBtesL He is the 
fourth professional player to be given 
a ban in France this season. 

The Spanish Soccer Federation agreed 
yesterday to cut their First Division from 
22 to 18 teams by 1998 on the rec- 
ommendation of Uefa. The first Divi- 
sion expanded unexpectedly last 
summer after the Spanish authorities 
demoted several teams to the Second 
Division for nies violations and then al- 
lowed them to return, joining two dubs 
who had been promoted. Lennart Jo- 
hansson, the Uefa president, will ask 
ho board to approve the plan to drop 
to 20 teams next season and then to 
18. Angel Marie Wiar, president of the 
Spanish federation, said: *Uefa are not 
in favour of this long transition to reach 
18 teams, but they understand the spe- 
cial situation our country is in.’ 

LAST NIGHTS FIXTURE POSTPONEMENTS: 
EatsrielgfT trawance Lea©»1«rtDMsioo: 
Doncaster# Mansfield (frozen pitch). Press 
sod Journal tBghtend toa0ie: Devemnva- 
le v Ctadmacuttn (snow). 

WORLD CUP GROUP SEVEN QUAUFYMC 
SCHEDULE: Son 2 Jme 1396: San Maifrw 
v Wales. Sat 31 Aug: Wales v San Marino: 
Be@um v Turkey. Sat Oct 5: Wales v 
Nemertants. Wed 9 Oet: San Marino vBeF 
aum. Sat Nav 9: Netherlands v Wales. Sun 
Nov 10: Turkey v San Manno. Sat Dec lAz 
Be'Surn v Netherlands; VVStes v Twfcey (pcs- 
sMe). Sm Dec 15: Wales v Turkey l possi- 
ble). Sat 29 Mar 1997: Wales v Belgium: 
Netherlands v San Marino. Wad 2 ApA Tu)^ 
v Nethertands. Wed 30 Apt: San Marino * 
Net h er lan ds; Tiakey v Belgium. Sat 7 June: 
BelDun v San Manno. Wed Aug 20: Turkey 
v Wales. Sat 6 Sep: Netherlands v Begum. 
Wed 10 Sep: San Manno v Turkey. Toe 11 
Now Nemeriands v Turkey: Begum v Wales. 


Golf 

PHOENIX OPEN (Arizona) Leatfiotf second- 
rend scone (US mdesa stated): 132 W 

Austin 65 67. 133 J Panewk (See) 67 66. 


134 S Jones 67 67; J Leonart 67 67. 135 
D Pooiey 68 67; S Verpfank 69 66. 336 8 
Lane (GS1 68 68. 137 A Mafee 66 69: D 
Maren 68 69: R Meefiate 70 67; T Scherer 

67 70; M Sandy 7166; BTway66 71. 138 
M Bradley 69 69; C Byrum 69 69; D Duval 

68 TO; L Jaroen 60 69; K Perry 69 09; D 
PBM 66 72; T Puraw 70 68; S Simpson 67 
71; J Wiscn 67 71- 140 S Lyle (GBi 68 72. 
141 G wane (HZ) 70 71. 144 F Aflem (SA) 

72 72. 148 S EDdngton <Aus] 75 73. 
SOUTH AFRtCAN MASTERS (Sen Lameer 
Oouatiy Ctnb. Prat E d eard) Leading me- 

MfWAontf m ra ng fSA UqIBSC R > W t Hl f\- 

137 W Westner 69 68. 140 D K&reflrij 
68 72, 1 Palmer 70 70. C WH tarns 71 69. 
142 A MednK* (GB) 7171 f FQurmJnr(USl 

73 69; S van der Merwe 72 70: G Rent 72 
70. 143 J McHenry (Rep lifl 67 76; M ChrtsdB 
(US) 67 76; C Devtson (GB) 70 73; C Ksmps 

71 72; L James (GB) 71 72: A Lovelace (GB) 

72 71. 144 A McLean 71 73; R Sailor Obit) 
68 76c A Sobrimho (Pori 72 72: J Masbaai 
72 72; D Ficrardl 71 73; M Archer (GBT74 
70. 


Ice hockey 

Hartford 8 tes Angeles 2; Boston 4 Tam- 
pa Bay 3; Montreal 6 Honda 2; New Jersey 
3 Wtshtngron 1; Derart 4 Ott»w 2: Chica- 
go 2 San tore 1; Colorado 2 Vancouver 2 WD. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DWISSON 

W L T GF GAFTS 

Ptttsbwtfi 30 24 3 22S 158 63 

M on tre a l 22 19 0 146 146 SO 

Boston 20 18 6 159 162 46 

Buffalo 19 23 3 133 147 41 

Hartford 28 24 5 228 144 41 

Ottawa 8 37 1 105 188 17 


ATLANTIC DMStON 

NY Range r s 29 11 9 182 135 67 

Ftartda 29 13 5 366 127 63 

Pbfiaddpide 24 22 11 163 119 59 

W nwMwgtnn 21 20 5 128 120 47 

Nnesay. 20 19 7 138 155 47 

New Jersey 21 22 4 122 117 46 

NY (stealers _12 25 8 329 169 32 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Detroit 34 9 3 172 99 71 

Chicago 25 1510 187 136 60 

Taranto 22 17 8 147 137 62 

St louts 19 19 B 125 129 46 

Winnipeg 20 23 4 189 174 44 

Dallas 13 23 10 127 162 36 

RRCBWDIVBN M 

Colorado 25 14 9 185 135 59 

Vancouver 16 1912 170 161 44 

Calgary 17 22 9 142 151 43 

Los Angeles IB 22 11 162 169 43 

Edreoutaa 1? 24 6 129 182 40 

Anaheim 17 26 5 135 161 39 

San Jose 10 34 4 142 217 24 


Ice skating 

EUROPEAN CHAU PtO NS HIP (Sofia) 
Women * short preftwnme: IS BoriatyfFrt 
05pts; 2 1 Sfcjeaae (Rus) IA 3 T Steaczert* 
(Geri 3-5; 4 M Mrstayp (Rusj 2.0: 5 E 
Uasnenko (Ufa) 2.5; 6 V Gusmeru* (Fr) 3.0. 
GS: 28 S Man 13.0 ft* nol quality for ©an. 


Rugby Union 

Kenya is to host an International sev- 
ens tournament which orgjnisere hope 
may become the biggest such event tn 
the worid. The Safari Sevens will take 
place in Nairobi on 27-28 July. 

Skiing 

Several tearing women Alpine skiers said 
yesterday they were angry about a tight 
schedite planned for a Vttxu Cig) down- 
hill at Sestriere, Italy, today, and some 
suggested they mi#* boycott the race. 
Heavy owemight snow prevented an of- 
ficial training session on the new piste 
yesterday and race officials said they 
would hold a training run today before 
the race starts at 11.30am. These of- 
ficials are playing pmes with us," the 
Swiss Heidi Zurbrig^n, who Is 10th in 
the overall standings, sard. "The piste 
at the moment is too fast and danger- 
ous. We need much more training time 
than they are offering." 

Tennis 

Britain's Chris Wilkinson beat RotencTs 
Wajtek KcwalsW 7-5. 6-4 and will play 
either David Rikl, the Czech Republic 
No 2 seed, or Chris Ufoodruff, of the 


United States, In the semi-finals of the 
ATP Challenge event fn Heilbronn. Ger- 
many. 

The lucrative men's Grand Slam Cup, 
usually held each December, Is to be 
played earlier In 1997 because of the 
dash with the Davis Cup final and the 
AJPTbw Vlforid Championship. The Grand 
Slam committee said yesterday It was 
not ideal fonhe ATP championship, the 
Davis Cup final and the Gland Slam Cup 
to be played consecutively at the end 
of a tong season. The 1996 event will 
be held as scheduled in Munich from 
3-8 December but a new date for next 
year would be set following further dis- 
cussions with the ATP tour. 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN (MeBMume) MerT&sAv 
gas semi-finals: M CHANG (US) bt ANDRE 
AGASSI (US) B-l 6-4 7-6; B BECKER (Get) bt 
M Woodftude (fas) 8-4 6-2 6-0. Women’s 
4 c tal cs semMhiats C RUBIN (US) ana A 
SANCHEZ VTCARJO [SoJ btNAHENOTfUS I and 
M BOllEGRAF (Nrtfy 6-4 2-6 6-2. Mbmd Dou- 
bles nsri-flnafc L Jensen and N ArerrtUUS) 
M J-L DeJagatSA} and J Hetfremann (Can) 
B-2 6-4. Boys’ stages quarter-floats: B Retw 
qvist (Swe) fit P Sncftaptian flhaO 6-2 B-l; 
M Hetetram (Swe) is R Bryan (US) 5-7 6-2 

6- 3; S Gaom (Aua) fat J Vane* (Cz Rep] 4-e 

7- S 6-1; D Eisner iGen « J Senaaen (Swej 
7-5 7-5. Dotate semFfin afcc M Lee ana J 
Ttotman (GB) bt M Hefistram and B Reftnqwst 
(Swe) 7-55-2; DBracoafiffe) and Jlfabchaud 


J Snow reports 

Resort 


Conditions 

Area 

Last 

Weather Forecast 


(UMBf) 

IUPP*J 

open 

snow 



ANDORRA 







SoMea 

AUSTRIA 

..powdery 

powdery 

100% 

26.1 

cloudy 

snow 

Wayrirofen 

-.Dosed 

msced 

90% 

8.1 

doudy 

snowftm! 




100% 

81 



St Anton 

BULGARIA 

. .artificial 

mixed 

85% 

81 

cloudy 

cloudy 

Pamporevo 

FRANCE 

..held 

fair 

300% 

25.1 

cloudy 

cloudy 

Vtadorel — 

..paiehy 

hwti/pected 80 % 

24.1 

cfcXJdy 

snowAnnd 

fade 2000 

_ powdery 

powdery 

packed 

300% 

80% 

26J 

28.1 

cfcxrty 

douay 

snow 

ITALY 



Cummayere _ 

-powdery 

powdery 

98% 

26 J. 

snow 

cloudy 

Same d'Outn.. 

..fresh 

powiery 

100% 

25.1 

sunny 

snow 

Madonna 

SWITZERLAND 

-fresn 

powdery 

100% 

26.1 

snow 

mned 

StKmttz 

vernier 

..fresh 

--hard 

powdery 

good 

100% 

80% 

26J 

24.1 

snow 

cloudy 

clearing 

cloudy 

UNITS) STATES* CANADA 






Brecfcanrtdge ....powder 

powder 

95% 

25.1 

snow 

snow 

Keystone 

_ powder 

powder 

100% 

25.1 

snow 

snow 

Information suppose) £y 5k) HorTirw 


(Can) fit J Senenjan and PltiomadiSBon (Sum) 
6-1 6-4. Gtrfs' singles quarter-finals: A Eft- 
wood (Ans) til J Schortetoora (Cz Repi 6-16- 
2; M Lucfc (Croe) (x S Wanwa (Ci Reoi 6-3 
6-0; M Grrvtoowsta (Pofl bt S Drake Brockman 
(Aus) 6-2 6-2; N Dec ny (Fri M A Maurasmo 
(Fr) 6-2 4-6 6-3. Dotatae qumteMtaalK R 
Rest and C Mfatson (Ais) fit A (Sooner and M 
Cadrte Whne [US) 6-4 6-3: 0 Barabaracfttae 
(Bela) and M Lucfc [Croat fit N Dechy and A 
Mauresmo (Fr) 6-1 3-6 6-4; M Pwttava and 
J Schontektoni (CZ Rep) bt Cno Yoon-Jeong 
and Won Kyung-joo (5 Kcri 6-7 7-5 6-4; S 
Kieinova iCz Ftepi and L Varmuzom (San Mar) 
bt A Casters (Fr) and T PfiwUtscti (Get) 6-1 
6-3. Santas doubles champlonBlifp: R Case 
and G Masters ifars) bt M Edmondson and K 
Ruse-wall (AuU 2 6 &3 7-6. 


YEVDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be to am In unknown) find to 
best snow! 

Dal 0891 333 110 

Accurate, up to (tale snw and weather 
reports Iron) over 100 resorts in 
Europe aid North America by phone 
or tax. {For a lax report please use a 
phone attached & your lax machine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


taneageJtaudauinKte, 
A aX me tint; 

raaoy^nmniaiaMtaEcM — 

SKIFAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 
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Gay Meadow prepares to welcome Liverpool 

70 ® ® ^imi art? OD a hid 


PHIL SHAW 



The lower orders had 
their day in the third 
round of the FA Cup, 
with Ipswich, Sheffield 
- — *, United and Charlton 
humbling the self-styled aristo- 
crats of Blackburn. Arsenal 
and Sheffield Wednesday. The 
fourth round tends to be a dif- 
ferent matter when the going 
gets tough, the toffs get going. 

The Toffees of Everton 
proved a case in point last year, 
rising from the depths of the 
Premiership to win at Wemb- 
ley. No Evettooian would shed 
tears for Liverpool were they 
to succumb at Shrewsbury to- 
day, least of all Fred Davies. 


the Second Division side’s 
manager. In a neat bit of re- 
verse psychology, Davies has 
had a sign placed above the 
players’ tunnel - similar to the 
One that has struck fear into vis- 
itors to Aiifield down the 
decades - which declares: “This 
is Gay Meadow”, 

Shrewsbury, whose squad in- 
cludes four Scousers, have lost 
only four of their last 27 games. 
Th ey also possess a striker with 

inside knowledge of Liverpool’s 
three-man defence. Steve An- 
throbus was a colleague of Phil 
Babb and Neff Ruddock at 
MUhvaU before joining John 
Scales at Wimbledon. Having 
scored seven goals in seven 
years. Anthrobos is ripe for his 
IS minutes of fame. 


Reading have used six goal- 
keepers tins season, yet none of 
the three eligible to turn out 
t Manchester United is ft. 


le Bulgarian, Borislav Mik- 
hailov, faces a late test on a 
thigh strain, Simon Sheppard 
has a broken arm and Nicky 
Hammond chicken-pox. The 
latter has volunteered to come 
out of quarantine and play, 
proof that Cup fever can stiff 
overcome lesser infections. 

If Elm Park’s keeper crisis is 
designed to lull United into 
over- confidence, the sight of a 
hideously bumpy playing surface 
should disabuse them of any 
such notions. Referring to the 
20 tonnes of sand spread over 
it to assist with drainage, the 
Reading defender Andy Bernal 


remarked, with no intentional 
irony: “Our gitch could be a 

Port Vale’s chances of caus- 
ing an upset at Everton might 
have been greater had Joe 
Royle’s team not already suf- 
fered a scare against Stockport 
although the Potteries club can 
point to some encouraging au- 
guries. 

When- fhey last faced the 
holders, in 1954. Vale beat 
Blackpool, including Stanley 
Matthews, en route to the semi- 
final The current side, despite 
being 19th in the First Division, 
have won eight and drawn two 
of the last 12 games. 

In the kind of duel which en- 
capsulates the competition's 
charm. Vale are likely to deploy 


the 6ft 4in Gareth Griffiths, a 
£1,000 buy from Rhyl against 
Duncan Ferguson, who cost 
£4m from Rangers- Ferguson 
plays on pending the verdict 
from a judicial review in Edin- 
burgh into whether be must 
serve the remaining seven 
games of a 12-match ban from 
the Scottish FA. 

- The Cup quicksand has so far 
claimed four Premiership vic- 
tims, a total that must at least 
double before this round is 
over. Nevertheless, ties be- 
tween clubs from different lev- 
els remain the essence of the 
competition's appeal. In -form 
Aston Villa, who have not lift- 
ed the trophy in 39 years, are an- 
other team with an unenviable 

tmruallini* tnmnrmiv tn 


Sheffield United, bottom of 
the First but conquerors ot Ar- 
senal. 

The ex-Ses could be a par- 
ticularly strong feaor at Bramali 
Lane, with United's manager 
Howard Kendall looking to 
pne of Villa’s great stalwarts, 
Gordon Cowans, to bridge the 

chasm in quality. 

Nor can Tottenham, 
Southampton or West Ham 
feel entirely confident today. 
Spurs’ visitors, Wolves, are 
wanning to Mark McGhee s 
radically different playing Style, 
and will be hoping that Ian 
Walker docs not recover from 
illness in time to face Steve Bull 
and co. In that evenL Chns 
Day, 20, would make his debut 

in onaL 


Southampton are ° L 

i„2 LO nothing 

»|o stand second 

ond Division and have se* 
talents who 

&t Of place in the »m- 

panv of Matthew Lc TKSien 
One. Neff Lennon, » likely to 
move up to the top lev * 1 * • P° 
c n,k- with Queen s Park 
Rangers, as and w hen Crewe go 

OU WestHam U recewe Grimsby, 
sadly no longer acxomMiuedtw 
theshoal of inflatable taddoek 
in the stands. But the Manner* 
do have a big fish in a small 
pond in the shape of Ivano 

^nettiJateofJ^n^ho 

will be anxious to uphoJd die lKv 
nour of South Humberside and 
Italy cm the grand stage. 


Asprilla 


leaves 


without 


signing 


Football 


GUY HODGSON 


Newcastle United's £6.7m pur- 
chase of Faustina Asprilla was 
in doubt Iasi night when the 
Colombian striker flew- back to 
Italy without putting his signa- 
ture to a contract estimated to 
be worth £15.000 a week. 

Asprilla. 26. whose Italian 
season has been disrupted with 
a knee injury, had been in 
Newcastle to complete the for- 
malities of a move from Parma 
that would have taken the Pre- 
miership leaders' spending to 
£40m since Kevin Keegan be- 
came manager in 1992. These 
included a medical which, per- 
haps significantly, was not men- 
tioned as successfully 
completed when the dub issued 
a press release. 

Delivered by the chief exec- 
utive Freddie Fletcher, it read: 
“Faustino Asprilla is now re- 
turning to Italy and we will be 
making an application for the 
appropriate work permit. The 
player was here to have his 
medical and to finalise other de- 
tails. all of which has been 
done." 

The Jack of the usual after- 


medical news conference was 
in keeping with the cloak-and- 
dagger atmosphere in which 
this whole episode has been 
undertaken. Asprilla flew in to 
Tcesside Airport on Thursday 
to avoid those expecting him 
at Newcastle and he slipped 
away from St James’ Park 
without facing journalists or 
supporters. 

“1 want to do my best for 
Kevin Keegan” he said in a 
statement. “Newcastle are a 
great dub who can give me a 
chance to play in the European 
Champions' Cup. That is why I 
am so excited to be joining 
them." 

Refering to the allegations 
about his past that have sur- 
faced in some newspapers, he 
added: “I don't care about 
what is in the past, the slate is 
wiped clean." 

Newcastle’s chairman. Sir 
John Hall also played down As- 
prflla’s history which includes a 
shooting incident, an alleged ar- 
gument with a bus driver re- 
sulting in a leg injury and 
several car crashes. 

“1 think at times we expect an 
awful lot of young people," he 
said. “Kevin rates him very 
highly and other people believe 
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Despite the show of togetherness with Newcastle's Terry McDermott, Faustino Asprilla yesterday returned to Italy Photograph: Newsteam 


UP FOR THE CUP 


he is one of the top three play- 
ers in the world." 

Another Newcastle target, 
David Batty, was yesterday 
thinkin g over his options, while 
in sisting that be is not on strike 
and had not gone absent from 


training. The unsettled Black- 
burn midfielder had a £3 -5m 
move to Newcastle blocked by 
the Rovers owner, Jack Whik- 
er. In contrast, Steve Stone has 
settled his differences with Not- 
tingham Forest and agreed an 


unproved three-and-a-halfyear 
contract. 

Phil Neal has been ap- 
pointed the manager of 
Cardiff City 11 months after 
leaving Coventry. Neal’s for- 
mer Liverpool team-mate. 


Ronnie Whelan, has emerged 
as a front runner for the vacant 
Republic of Ireland managers 
job after being given permis- 
sion by Southend United to 
speak to the Football Associ- 
ation of Ireland. Whelan wfll 


first have to oversee the sale 
of full-back Chris Powell to 
Derby for £750,000. 

Whies begin their World Cup 
campaign away to 
Marino on Sunday 2 June. 
Spurs’ reprieve, page 26 
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I Hope to nab rotten thief? 
Dragnet may catch one (5,4) 

6 Nonce Italy joining Euro* 
pean Union? Farewell to an- 
other member! (5) 

9 Computer information? 
'Elpful clue about processing 
unit, initially (5) 

10 What economies aim for 
could be inflation! (9) 

II A former world leader where 
noise is involved (10) 

12 Have a discussion if remov- 
ing river from map (4) 

14 Wind player has most of 
string instrument in denched 
haud<7) 

15 One of Churchilfs names for 
an overcoat (7) 

17 Framework made from most 
of woody plant is ailing, 
pushed over (7) 

L9 Alcohol - most of that's in 
single, knocked back (7) 

20 Hoist with front displaced 
has to move slowly (4) 

22 Id infra-red, one fine s mul- 
ti-coloured (10) 

25 Madly rage and mock rela- 
tive^) 

with two cathedrals 
a mere organ (5) 
us last bit of saveloy 
gets to stomach, taking no 
time (5) 

28 Bag(ica) within -you want 
sweetener (9) 


Squeal when I get tor- 
tured 15) 

Lowe shown by holy man 
taken in by dirty cheat (9) 
Sixteen inadequate? Live 
to encompass SO, capable 
of more (10) 

North-West Passage trans- 
port possibly motivating 
Le. (Shot (3 -4) 

Wretched fellow’s behead- 
ed? Lesson that’s not 
working 17) 

Gtrl7 One gets almost 
fresh (4) 

One hard man coming up 
fora Dublin? (5) 

Presumably sharp or Oat, 
but am produced by nor- 
mal means (9) 

13 Visiyoldchap- that's me. 
so healthy, on reflection 


8 


(and ex- 


14 Suitab^proparcd i 

16 Study tennis-player - one 
boarding energy? (9) 

18 Composer is leading one 
in support (7) 

19 Quote to finish up vividly 
clear (7) 

21 Tbt* best luxury car carries 
one upward ( 5 ) 

23 Sudden attack of flj-hcakb 
restricts one in Italian city 


□ 0000013000 EOBC: 

□ 
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I Remain a gpod person? 
Yes (4) 

The first five correct Mtttdoas to tfcis week’s puzzle opened next Tbo ra- 
ds* rereft* tertbseked copies of Hw excellent Lxronssc Dictionary of Lit- 
eracy Ch&radcn worth £25, Answers mid winners? names wfi] be published 
next Saturday. Send sotntiom to Saturday Crossword, P. O. Box 4018, The 
Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL. Please 
use the box number and postcode and p'-.« j-nnr own postcode. week’s 
winners CWTbama*, Bristol; PHN WhrtesWe. London Ell, Miss Eminn 
Stuntee, WaltmHM-Tbaaies; Gerald Cowhaa. BuddersMd: Stewart and 
Jane Jones. NwUurnjbertand. 


Bath and Wigan contest 
the dash of the codes 


One hundred years of mutual 
antipathy will be laid to rest 
when Bath and "Wigan play 
each other in a two-match 
series in May - the first in the 
North under rugby league rules 
and the second in the South, 
possibly at Twickenham itself, 
under union rules. 

Such are the consequences of 
rugby union's new profession- 
alism and the removal of the 
taint that union has sought to at- 
tach to league since the great 
split of 1895. The practical bene- 
fits of playing these matches 
maybe obscure beyond one code 
being able to claim a spurious 
superiority over the other, but 
serious money will be involved 
when union's five-tiroes English 
champions take on league’s 
perennial British champions. 

Now that Lhe matches - 
ably on 8 and 25 May- have I 
confirmed, television can begin 
the serious bidding. Goodison 
Park and Maine Road, homes of 
Everton and Manchester City re- 
spectively, were yesterday touted 
as possible Northern venues. 
Failing Twickenham, Bath have 


Steve Bale on the 
historic games which 
will bring together 
league and union 




ago and already have mjjtg'zr. |< 

ItSK 6 In tom rro^s 


enquired about using Cardiff 
Anns Park. 

“Of course it’s a great com- 
mericai venture,” John Quin, the 
Bath secretary, said last night. 
“But over and above that, here 
is the chance for the leading ex- 
ponents of both codes to pit their 
wits against each other. Af this 
stage I would have thought it was 
a one-off, or a twooff if you like, 
to celebrate the coraing- 
tagetber of the two codes.” 

Though agreement to stage 
the matches was confirmed by 
the clubs yesterday, the Rugby 
Football Union has yet to give 
formal blessing through its game- 
regulation committee. But 
Richard Mawdirt, the Bath chair- 
man. h35 told other dub officers 
he has the verhal approval of 
Tony Hallett, the RFU secretary. 

Wigan received the Rugby 
Football League’s support a 


while ago and already have 
won a Twickenham date: the 
Middlesex Sevens on 1 1 May. 

The prospective date of the 
second match would necessitate 
pcslponement of Wigan’s Super 
League fixture against Sheffield 

has been foie warm 
about the venture and when 
Bath approached the RFU with 
a view to using Twickenham 
they were initially told it would 
be unavailable due to reseeding. 

But the prospect of taking the 
game to whies appears to have 
wrought a change of mind. 
“When they heard that the 
Arms Park was being con- 
sidered," Quin said wryly, “it 
seems they decided to reallocate 
their reseeding programme." 

Ladbrokes, the bookmakers, 
reckon the chances of either 
side being beaten at their own 
game are remote. Wigan are 
I-IO (if you bet £10 you stand 
to win only £1) to win under 
league rules, with Bath at 6-1. 
Bath are the 4-1 1 favourites to 
take the union contest with 
Wigan at 2-1. 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS WORLDWIDE 

Over 38 different holidays visiting 23 countries 


1996 BROCHURES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Pilgrimages - Retreats 
Fellowship Horel Srays 
Short Breaks - Cruises 
Coach Tours 
AH led by members 
of the clergy 


TAILOR-MADE 
HOLIDAYS FOR GROUPS 

Our specialist organisers can give 
advice and assistance in setting up 
and advertising your own groups 
holiday 

FREE PLACE OFFERS 
Freephone and freepost service 


Return to: Inter-ChurchTravel, 
FREEPOST, P.O.Box 58, Folkestone, 
Kent, CT20 1YB 

M r/Mrs/Miss/Rev -- 

Address 

Town - 


County . 


Complete the coupon or call now on 


free 0800 300 444 



Please quote 3DF41 




__ AM#Co* 

Telephone No ( _) 


.Postcode 


r — - 

Please send your brochures (please tick), T' 1 
Please contact me about a group holiday ■ 
f° r — persons to , 


J 













